The Biblical View on Abortion

PART 2

Conception is an Act of God

We have already noted for you that from a medically scientific viewpoint, conception yields a new person, and so life begins at conception. Personhood begins at conception. We now say as we look to the Bible that "Conception is an Act of God." 

Pray
Psalm 127:3

Behold, children are a gift from the Lord.

God creates personally every life - Scripture makes that fact clear. Let me look at it from a negative standpoint, going all the way back say, to Genesis. Looking at it negatively: 

Genesis 20:13

For the Lord had completely closed all the wombs of the House of Abimilech.

They couldn't have any babies because God didn't allow it. God closed the womb. 

Genesis 16:2

And Sarah said to Abraham, 'The Lord has restrained me from bearing.'

1 Samuel 1:5-6

The Lord had shut up her [Hanna] womb.

It says that twice. So here from a negative perspective you see that God closes the womb. God says no child will be born in that womb. He has control over that.

Genesis 17:16

<God said to Abraham> I will bless her [Sarah] and give you a son from her, and she shall be the mother of nations.

I am going to open her womb

Genesis 21:2

Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time of which the Lord had spoken.

God said, I closed it; I'll open it.

Genesis 25:21 (NKJV)
21Now Isaac pleaded with the LORD for his wife, because she was barren; and the LORD granted his plea, and Rebekah his wife conceived.

Ruth 4:13

<Boaz took Ruth (she was his wife)> And when he went in unto her, the Lord gave her conception.

What a great statement: "The Lord gave her conception." No conception occurs ever, anywhere on the face of the earth, through all of human history, that is not a result of God's creative purpose.

Now, these passages simply illustrate to us that God is the power behind barrenness, and God is the power behind conception. Wherever there is conception - God has made it happen. So if there is an abortion, then you are tampering with that which God has done. That's the point.

Now let's look at this from a theological viewpoint.

Job 10:8

"Thy hands fashioned and made me altogether and why would you destroy me?"

The Holy Bible, New King James Version

Job 10:8-12 (NKJV)
8 Your hands have made me and fashioned me, An intricate unity; Yet You would destroy me. 9Remember, I pray, that You have made me like clay. And will You turn me into dust again? 10Did You not pour me out like milk, And curdle me like cheese, 11Clothe me with skin and flesh, And knit me together with bones and sinews? 12You have granted me life and favor, And Your care has preserved my spirit.

 He doesn't understand what is going on in his life and he says, "This I know, you fashioned me, you made me completely."

Job 12:9-10 (NKJV)
9Who among all these does not know That the hand of the LORD has done this, 10In whose hand is the life of every living thing, And the breath of all mankind?

In other words, God is the source of all life.

Job 31:15 (NKJV)
15Did not He who made me in the womb make them? 
Did not the same One fashion us in the womb?

He's talking about one person (speaking of himself and someone else). Didn't God make us all? Didn't He fashion us in the womb? That creative process began in the womb at conception.

Job 33:4 (NKJV)
4The Spirit of God has made me, And the breath of the Almighty gives me life.

It is very apparent here in probably the oldest book in the Bible - Job, taking us clear back to the beginning of recorded time, (probably penned before the Pentateuch even) that they understood that they were made by God.

Psalm 22:9-10 (NKJV)
9But You are He who took Me <David> out of the womb; You made Me trust while on My mother’s breasts. 10I was cast upon You from birth. From My mother’s womb You have been My God.

The 100th Psalm (we can't read all the scriptures related) says in verse 3, "Know that the Lord Himself is God; it is He who has made us, and not we ourselves."

Psalm 100:3 (NKJV)
3Know that the LORD, He is God; It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of His pasture.

You say, "Well, we made a baby." No, you didn't really make a baby; you were the human instrumentation through which God made a baby. You can transmit the physical features, but you cannot make a soul. You cannot, through sexual relationships create an immortal, eternal soul. At the time of conception, when the physical factors come together, God has to impart a soul.

Isaiah 44:1-2 (NKJV)
1“Yet hear me now, O Jacob My servant, And Israel whom I have chosen. 2Thus says the LORD who made you And formed you from the womb, who will help you: ‘Fear not, O Jacob My servant; And you, Jeshurun, whom I have chosen.

Isaiah 44:24 (NKJV)
24Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, And He who formed you from the womb: “I am the LORD, who makes all things, Who stretches out the heavens all alone, Who spreads abroad the earth by Myself;

Jeremiah 1:5 (NKJV)
5“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; Before you were born I sanctified <knew (Hebrew)> you; I ordained you a prophet to the nations.”

Galatians 1:15 (NKJV)
15But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb and called me through His grace,

Paul knew, Jeremiah knew, any Christian knows that God has His hand on us from the time of conception, and that our eternal destiny was set from that moment and the purpose and plan for our service to God was set from that moment.

Matthew 1:18-20 (NKJV)
18Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit. 19Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her away secretly. 20But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.

The point that I want you to note is this: that God is involved in the very act of conception, not only in the case of Jesus Christ, but of any life born in the womb. It is no less true of me or you or anyone else born into this world, that God was involved in our conception. The difference is we didn't have a virgin birth - Jesus had no earthly father, but we are nonetheless the product of God's creative hand through His Holy Spirit, who breathes life into everything.

Furthermore, the life in the womb of Mary was no impersonal blob, it was no fetal material. It was the Son of God! That life began at conception. Christ came into the world at conception.

Luke 1:41 (NKJV)
41And it happened, when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, that the babe < Elizabeth was pregnant with John the Baptist> leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.

So the Holy Spirit was already involved in the life of John the Baptist as the Holy Spirit is involved in any life, because He is the one who breathes life.

Notice the word "baby" and that's the key point here. They didn't call it a fetus; it was a baby. Unborn it was a baby; born, no separate word was needed. Once the infant is created it is "the baby," if it unborn or born. The actual moment of birth doesn't determine the viability or the life; the life is at conception and thus the babe is the babe in the womb: the babe out of the womb - no different terminology. This is not a mere collection of cells, this is a baby - this is a baby!

Conception, then is the act of God whereby a person is created by God's sovereign will. A soul is breathed into the living tissue by the Holy Spirit. That soul's destiny is already known to God and determined by Him from before the foundation of the world. Abortion then becomes a violent anti-God act. It is not only a murder of the individual, it is an affront to the Creator. 

What about the deformed people that are born. Is God the creator of those?

Exodus 4:10-11 (NKJV)
10Then Moses said to the LORD, “O my Lord, I am not eloquent, neither before nor since You have spoken to Your servant; but I am slow of speech and slow of tongue.” 11So the LORD said to him, “Who has made man’s mouth? Or who makes the mute, the deaf, the seeing, or the blind? Have not I, the LORD?

I make them that way. It is for His purposes sometimes to make men dumb, and deaf, and seeing, and blind. 

Do you remember in John, chapter 9, the man born blind, and the disciples said, "Who sinned, this man or his parents?" And Jesus said, "Nobody. This man was born blind for the glory of God." God made it that way.

Pray
Well, Father, we thank You this evening that You have called us to a clear understanding of these matters in Your Word. We thank You that in Your grace, we believe that You gather these little ones to Yourself, that You collect them into Your kingdom. We also thank You that You know from the very beginning that they will never be born because they will be killed.

We thank You also Lord that You forgive: You forgive the woman who had an abortion, You forgive the man who did the abortion; You forgive the husband who allowed it, the lover who wanted it. You forgive all our sins if we come in the Name of Christ and ask forgiveness. We thank You that You can wash and make as clean as snow that one who is stained by such a sin as this, and you can give back peace for anxiety, and joy for sorrow, because of Your forgiveness. Help us to speak clearly on this matter and to take our stand where we must take it. But Lord also we want You to give us compassion and kindness towards those who have fallen into this sin, and may we bring to them the saving gospel of Christ and His forgiving mercy. To that end we pray, and even that Lord, somehow You will reverse all of this in this land, [and] call us back to a righteous standard. Be with our leaders; give us leaders who will move us in a direction that pleases You, not in a direction that infuriates You. We ask for Your guidance, in Christ's Name. Amen.

