God: What is He Like? - Part 2

Selected Scriptures

To know God and all that God has revealed about Himself is the highest pursuit of life.

Proverbs 9:10 (NIV)

10“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.

A man never even starts being wise till he knows God. A man never gains any understanding until he has the knowledge of the Holy One. To know God is the highest pursuit of a man’s life.

In John chapter 17, and verse 3, our Lord made this statement:

John 17:3 (NIV)

3Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.

To know God is the highest goal of a man’s life, for that Jesus came into the world that we might know God. To know God means the same thing as eternal life. People often ask what eternal life is, it’s simply to know God, to know Him intimately, to partake of His very nature and life.

Pray
The wisest man who ever lived got some good instruction from a man who gave evidence, sometimes, of not being very wise, and that was David giving instruction to Solomon. Sometimes what David said was very wise.

1 Chronicles 28:9 (NIV)

9“And you, my son Solomon, acknowledge the God of your father, and serve him with wholehearted devotion and with a willing mind, for the LORD searches every heart and understands every motive behind the thoughts. If you seek him, he will be found by you; but if you forsake him, he will reject you forever.

Not only to know God is man’s highest pursuit, but to know God is God’s highest purpose. Not only does He want us to know Him, but He cooperates from His side. God desires that we know Him. The Bible is so explicit about this.


Hosea 6:6 (KJV)

6For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings.

More than any other external thing does God desire that we know Him. Men are to know God and God desires that men know Him, this is meaning to life. This is what we’re all about. This is our highest pursuit and God’s highest purpose for us.

I was trying to think of a way to graphically illustrate to you how important it is to God that we know Him.

Ezekiel 1:1 (KJV)

1Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, in the fifth day of the month, as I was among the captives by the river of Chebar, that the heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God.

When you would go to the end of the book of Ezekiel, you don’t need to turn to it, it simply says

Ezekiel 48:35 (KJV)

35It was round about eighteen thousand measures: and the name of the city from that day shall be, The LORD is there.
And everything in between is an emphasis on the character of God. 

Well, as I looked at those two extremes in the book of Ezekiel, I thought - I wonder what it is in the middle that Ezekiel really keeps pounding home, so I just did a little study on Ezekiel by myself and I discovered a very important thing about what God wants you and I to know. Let’s look at chapter 6 together. Now I want you to follow with me. Ezekiel chapter 6, verse 7, and I’m going to read one statement out of these verses and you’ll find it sometimes at the beginning of a verse, sometimes in the middle and sometimes at the end, and I’m just going to read it.

Ezekiel 6:7 (NIV)

7Your people will fall slain among you, and you will know that I am the LORD.


Ezekiel 6:10 (NIV)

10And they will know that I am the LORD; I did not threaten in vain to bring this calamity on them.

Ezekiel 6:13 (NIV)

13And they will know that I am the LORD, when their people lie slain among their idols around their altars, on every high hill and on all the mountaintops, under every spreading tree and every leafy oak—places where they offered fragrant incense to all their idols.

Ezekiel 7:4 (NIV)

4I will not look on you with pity or spare you; I will surely repay you for your conduct and the detestable practices among you. Then you will know that I am the LORD.
Ezekiel 7:9 (NIV)

9I will not look on you with pity or spare you; I will repay you in accordance with your conduct and the detestable practices among you. Then you will know that it is I the LORD who strikes the blow.
Ezekiel 11:12 (NIV)

12And you will know that I am the LORD, for you have not followed my decrees or kept my laws but have conformed to the standards of the nations around you.”


Ezekiel 12:16 (NIV)

16But I will spare a few of them from the sword, famine and plague, so that in the nations where they go they may acknowledge all their detestable practices. Then they will know that I am the LORD.”


Ezekiel 12:20 (NIV)

20The inhabited towns will be laid waste and the land will be desolate. Then you will know that I am the LORD.’”

Ezekiel 13:9 (NIV)

9My hand will be against the prophets who see false visions and utter lying divinations. They will not belong to the council of my people or be listed in the records of the house of Israel, nor will they enter the land of Israel. Then you will know that I am the Sovereign LORD.


Ezekiel 13:14 (NIV)

14I will tear down the wall you have covered with whitewash and will level it to the ground so that its foundation will be laid bare. When it falls, you will be destroyed in it; and you will know that I am the LORD.
Ezekiel 13:21 (NIV)

21I will tear off your veils and save my people from your hands, and they will no longer fall prey to your power. Then you will know that I am the LORD.
Ezekiel 13:23 (NIV)

23therefore you will no longer see false visions or practice divination. I will save my people from your hands. And then you will know that I am the LORD.’”

Ezekiel 14:8 (NIV)

8I will set my face against that man and make him an example and a byword. I will cut him off from my people. Then you will know that I am the LORD.
There’s a message here somewhere, folks. Are you getting it?

Ezekiel 15:7 (NIV)

7I will set my face against them. Although they have come out of the fire, the fire will yet consume them. And when I set my face against them, you will know that I am the LORD.
Ezekiel 20:12 (NIV)

12Also I gave them my Sabbaths as a sign between us, so they would know that I the LORD made them holy.
Ezekiel 20:20 (NIV)

20Keep my Sabbaths holy, that they may be a sign between us. Then you will know that I am the LORD your God.”

Ezekiel 20:26 (NIV)

26I let them become defiled through their gifts - the sacrifice of every firstborn - that I might fill them with horror so they would know that I am the LORD.’

Ezekiel 20:38 (NIV)

38I will purge you of those who revolt and rebel against me. Although I will bring them out of the land where they are living, yet they will not enter the land of Israel. Then you will know that I am the LORD.
Ezekiel 20:42 (NIV)

42Then you will know that I am the LORD, when I bring you into the land of Israel, the land I had sworn with uplifted hand to give to your fathers.


Ezekiel 20:44 (NIV)

44You will know that I am the LORD, when I deal with you for my name’s sake and not according to your evil ways and your corrupt practices, O house of Israel, declares the Sovereign LORD.’”

Ezekiel 22:16 (NIV)

16When you have been defiled in the eyes of the nations, you will know that I am the LORD.’”

Ezekiel 24:24 (NIV)

24Ezekiel will be a sign to you; you will do just as he has done. When this happens, you will know that I am the Sovereign LORD.’

Ezekiel 24:27 (NIV)

27At that time your mouth will be opened; you will speak with him and will no longer be silent. So you will be a sign to them, and they will know that I am the LORD.”
Well, I’m not going to beg the point. It goes on and on and on and on, right on out of the end of the book. I didn’t even bother to count how many times. Now what then is God trying to say to us? He wants us to know Him.

This is God’s desire for man. God is not hiding. God is not sort of a, sort of a cosmic Easter bunny, stashed in a bush and we’re running around and He’s saying - “You’re getting warmer.” God is not trying to cover Himself up. God has disclosed Himself and He wants us to know Him and that is the highest purpose of a man’s life.

How is it that we can know Him? How can we know God?

Jeremiah 29:13-14(a) (NIV)

13You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 14I will be found by you,” declares the LORD …

Proverbs 2:1-5 (NIV)

1My son, if you accept my words and store up my commands within you, 2turning your ear to wisdom and applying your heart to understanding, 3and if you call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding, 4and if you look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden treasure, 5then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the knowledge of God.

Solomon said - There’s only one way to really know God and to know all that’s revealed about God and that’s to make that the pursuit of your life. If you’re looking for money, if you’re looking for success, if you’re looking for something else, you’ll not really discover all that there is to know about God. But God wants us to know Him. God wants us to pursue Him. And that’s why we’re making this little study, in order for us to better now Him, in order for me to help you to know Him better.

Now let’s get into our outline. We’ve already answered the first two questions - Is He? - and - Who is He? - and we’re working on question number three, - What is He like? What is God like?

Now we said that God is defined for us in the Bible in terms of certain attributes or characteristics.

Now what have we already studied? Number one, we studied that God was immutable. That means He doesn’t change and He can’t change, God never changes.

The second one we studied - God is omnipresent. That means He is everywhere at the same time with total consciousness.

The third one we studied, God is omnipotent. That means He is all powerful. He can do anything. He can do anything as easily as He can do anything else and He can do anything He wants to do. God is unchanging, everywhere at all times, and all powerful.

The fourth one, He is omniscient. That simply means He knows everything. God knows everything, everything.

Psalm 147:5 (NIV)

5Great is our Lord and mighty in power; his understanding has no limit.

This means limitless or infinite. His understanding is infinite. He not only knows the knowable, He knows the unknowable.

Did you know that God never learned anything? When you pray you don’t say - Now, God. I want to inform you about my mother-in-law who is ill. Oh, I’ll write that down. No. No, you didn’t give Him any information that He needed. He needed to know you cared and He chooses to work through your prayers but there are no surprises with God. He never learned anything. Who would teach Him?

Isaiah 40:13 (NIV)

13Who has understood the mind of the LORD, or instructed him as his counselor?

Who taught God? No one taught God.

Romans 11:34 (NIV)

34“Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?”

No one. Who taught God? Nobody. God knows everything.

Have you ever stopped to realize that the most astounding fact about God’s omniscience is that He knows us and still we’re here? People, the marvel of marvels to me is that God knows everything and still loves me. Nothing is hidden from God. Do you know that everything about your body God knows? And the hairs of your head are numbered? For some of you that’s no trick. Everything about you, God knows.

You say - What about my thoughts? Listen, your mind couldn’t conceive the subtlest thought outside the knowledge of God.

Isaiah 66:18 (NASB)

18“For I know their works and their thoughts; the time is coming to gather all nations and tongues. And they shall come and see My glory.

Jesus in John chapter 2 gave evidence that He was God when He said nobody needed to tell Him what was in the heart of a man, He knew what was in that man. When Jesus confronted Nicodemus, Nicodemus asked one question with his mouth another one in his mind and Jesus answered the one in his mind that he never asked with his lips. There isn’t a secret place in your house, or a secret place in the world that you can go to that hides you from God.

And that leads us to a footnote. Another attribute of God that we’ll just slide in cause we don’t have time to cover them all is the attribute of wisdom. Now listen to me, what is wisdom? I’ll give you a simple definition. Wisdom is omniscience acting with a holy will. If God knows everything then everything He does is absolutely wise. If He knows the end from the beginning then He knows every step in between. If God knows that this is what you are and this is what you will be, you may not understand what’s going on in between but He does. And it’s all right. If He has perfect knowledge, He has perfect wisdom. Practical omniscience, He knows everything, everything.

What are the practical lessons of this? What is the practical thing for a Christian first of all? What does this do to me to know God is wise and knows everything? Number one, it’s a great comfort to me to know that He knows everything. You say - Why so? Well, in the first place, it’s good to know He knows me. He’d have to just about know everything to know me, I’m not that significant in the universe. Have you ever wondered - Well, I wonder if He knows that I’m here? I imagine there are some folks that just are kind of there in the world and they’re not very, very famous or anything and they may check in once in a while and say - I wonder if He really knows I’m around? I don’t make a lot of noise or anything.

You know, God’s got a book, my friends, and He doesn’t forget who belongs in it. Isn’t that good to know? I’m glad He knows everything. He knows Bob Shields and He knows that I know Jesus Christ, and so He knows I belong in the book. In fact, He knew that so long ago He wrote me down before the world began. It’s a comfort to me to know God knows everything, to know there is absolutely nothing outside of the knowledge of God. He knows me and He knows that I belong to Him. That’s a comfort.

My Father knows me and my name is in His book. My Father knows my tears. And my Father knows my needs and He takes care of them all. I’m better than a bird. I’m more important than a lily. Lilies are nice and birds are okay. And I’m better than the grass that’s here today and gone tomorrow, cause I’m eternal and God takes care of me. It’s a comfort people to know that God knows everything. He knows me: my anxieties, my trials, my tears and my needs. And listen, in the midst of all of that He never ever, ever makes a mistake, ever. Listen to me, if God has an infinite amount of attributes and an infinite knowledge and you don’t understand something don’t say God made a mistake, just realize you don’t know very much. Don’t chalk it up to God’s stupidity; chalk it up to yours. God doesn’t make mistakes.

Further, to the Christian omniscience means confidence. Have you ever said to your kids, ‘We may not know what you do but God does.’ He sees everything. It’s true, He knows. Do you remember Peter kept trying to convince the Lord he loved Him. Remember that? Lord, I’m telling You, I love You. And the Lord kept asking him and asking, finally, he says - Lord, look, You know all things, You know that I love You. What did Peter appeal to? What attribute? Omniscience! Omniscience is a great thing, people. Do you know that if it weren’t for omniscience there are some days when God wouldn’t even know you loved Him because it isn’t obvious? And if He didn’t know everything He wouldn’t even know you cared. How does He know I care? He has to know a lot. He has to know everything. He has to know my heart. Oh, that gives me confidence that even when I blow it, my love is still secured because He knows my heart.

A third thought, and this I alluded to already. It’s correction. Listen to this. If you knew that God didn’t know everything, what would you do that you don’t do now? Think about that one. That’s a real winner. If you knew God didn’t know everything and that He would never find out, what would you do?

And so, I say the third, good, practical result of the doctrine of omniscience is correction. God is one teacher who never leaves the room. And yet it’s always with love, isn’t it? He knows everything. If you knew, and think about this, if you want to know where you really hurt, if you want to know your sins, if you want to know where you’re the rottenest just imagine what you would do if you knew He wouldn’t know, and you’ll find yourself there. But He does know. Because He’s everywhere every sin you ever commit is if you crawled up into the throne room of God, walked up to the foot of the throne and did it right in His face.

What about the non-Christian? Number one, let me say this. It ought to reveal to you the stupidity of hypocrisy. If you think you can play a game and get by, you’re wrong. God knows everything. Don’t think for a minute that God buys your act. He doesn’t. He doesn’t buy it.

Ecclesiastes 12:14 (NIV)

14For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil.
Listen. God doesn’t buy your routine, God doesn’t see your mask and say - Oh. God isn’t like man. Man looks on the outward appearance, God looks <what> on the heart. He reads you loud and clear. Listen, my friend, if you don’t know Christ you might as well realize, to begin with, that you don’t know God and whatever games you’re playing to try to appear to be good before God doesn’t make it. Hypocrisy is stupid. If God knows everything, He knows a lot more than you’re thinking He knows.

Second thing that I would say to an unbeliever, or to one who doesn’t know God, is that there is the promise of accurate judgment.

Romans 2:2 (NIV)

2Now we know that God’s judgment against those who do such things is based on truth.

When it comes down to the final judgment and the lake of fire and who is sent to hell, believe me, that judgment will be a just judgment. God will judge on the basis of truth because He has absolute knowledge of truth, nobody but nobody fakes God out.

1 Samuel 16:7 (NIV)

7But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”

Judgment will be according to truth and there is no way to hide it from God. He knows if you’re a sinner. He knows if you’re unforgiven. He knows if you’re churchianity was all you had. He knows if your good deeds were all you had chalked up. He knows whether your name is in the book. He knows whether you’ve repented and come to Christ. He knows. He knows everything. And your games don’t fool Him, neither do mine.

So, to the unbeliever I would say - There’s folly in hypocrisy, God is going to judge you according to truth, don’t trust human wisdom. God knows everything. That’s a comfort to us and it ought to be a stern warning to others. God is unchanging. God is everywhere. God is all powerful. God is all-knowing.

Lastly, I want to talk to you fifth about God’s holiness, God’s holiness. God is holy. I, I feel that this is the most significant of all of His attributes. This, to me, is the sparkling jewel on the, on the regal crown of His head, this is the ultimate. God is holy. When the angels sang they didn’t say - Eternal, eternal eternal. They didn’t say - Faithful, faithful, faithful. They didn’t say - Wise, wise, wise, mighty, mighty, mighty. What did they say? “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty.” This is the crown of all that He is. He’s holy.

God is holy and I don’t know of any other way to get to the holiness of God than by comparing it with sin. I would say that in the Bible, at least in my mind, probably the most revealing passage regarding the holiness of God is the sixth chapter of Isaiah.

Isaiah 6:1-5 (NIV)

1In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 3And they were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.” 4At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke. 5“Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.”

Isaiah was absolutely shattered to the very core of his being. He shook fiercely. He violently was being shattered. Why? Because he had seen the holiness of God and in, in seeing the holiness of God he was rattled to the very base of his being by his own sinfulness. You see? And I tell you something my friends; it is not until a man understands the holiness of God that he will ever compare with his own sin. It’s not until you understand your own sin that you’ll ever know the holiness of God. The two go together. You can’t know your sin until you know His holiness and you can’t know His holiness until you see your sin. Isaiah saw God lifted up and then he saw himself and he just poured his inner heart out, Oh, woe is me, I am undone.

Between you and God there is an absolute gulf of holiness and unholiness. You are unholy. He is holy. And you ought to be, and I ought to be, just absolutely shaken to the very roots of our being when we see ourselves in comparison to Him. God is holy.

Now listen to me. God doesn’t conform to a holy standard. He is the standard. He’s absolutely holy. He never does anything wrong. He never errs. He never makes a misjudgment. He never makes a mistake. He never makes something happen in your life that isn’t the right thing to happen in your life or it doesn’t have a right end in mind. Always He does right. And there are no degrees to His holiness, He is absolutely infinitely holy.

And because God is holy, that’s His condition for anybody who wants to exist in His presence. When the angels sinned - what did He do to them? Immediately He threw them out and prepared a place for them separated from His presence. When men choose not to come to God, when they choose to reject Jesus Christ, what happens to them ultimately? They’re sent to the same place prepared for the devil and His angels, out of the presence of God. Why? Because to be in God’s presence, in His universe you must be <what> holy.

You say – But Pastor Bob, how in the world can I be holy? You can be by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. You see, it is through Christ that God gives us Christ’s holiness and sees us holy, positionally. God made us holy in Christ.

Further, thinking about this, the only way to understand God’s holiness we have to see His hatred of sin. We can’t just understand His holiness independently of His hatred of sin cause we have to take it from the sin side cause that’s what we understand so well. God despises sin, just hates it.

Habakkuk 1:13 (NASB)

13Your eyes are too pure to approve evil, And You can not look on wickedness with favor…

God can’t tolerate sin. He can’t tolerate evil. He’s totally removed from it. It cannot enter His presence. It cannot abide with Him.

In Amos chapter 5, some strong words:

Amos 5:21-23 (NIV)

21“I hate, I despise your religious feasts; I cannot stand your assemblies. 22Even though you bring me burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them. Though you bring choice fellowship offerings, I will have no regard for them. 23Away with the noise of your songs! I will not listen to the music of your harps.

God loves all those things cause He instituted all of them, but when those kind of deeds, even though those deeds were right, come out of impure hearts, God hates them. God doesn’t want people doing right things with wrong attitudes. God says - I hate it all, stop it. Sin is the object of His displeasure. God loves holiness.

Now God’s holiness we’ve seen from a negative standpoint, His hatred of sin. The amazing thing here, though, and you have to interject it, is God’s love. Even though He’s holy and absolutely hates sin and even though as I just mentioned to you earlier, He is omniscient and knows everything, isn’t it amazing that He redeemed you? It’s amazing that He knows me and He despises my sin and yet He loved me. That’s where love comes in, you see. God’s holiness, God’s omniscience and God’s love all act in the same. What a fantastic realization. God knew everything about me and God hated every bit of sin in me and still He loved me.

I tried to think of an illustration for that and I suppose it would be like cancer. You know, you would love your body but you would hate the cancer. And you would do everything you could to preserve your body and keep it healthy and strong and minister to its needs and everything you could at the same time to destroy the, the cancer. You would hate what’s there but not the total self. And somehow God looks at man and He, He loves the body and He despises the sin.

What are the practical lessons, of holiness? For the non- Christian, just this - the holiness of God demands holiness in your life and it’s only through Jesus Christ. 

Hebrews 12:14 (NIV)

14Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord. 

On the other hand, if you’re not a Christian and you reject the holiness of God offered you in Jesus Christ then another attribute of God goes to work and that attribute is called justice. If you reject God then you will receive what you deserve. That’s justice and God is just. And for the impenitent, His holiness demands justice.

Now listen to me, He made us holy positionally, positionally in Christ we are holy but He wants our practical lives to match our position. He wants us to live holy. Not just be holy positionally, but live holy lives because when we are holy that distinguishes us from the world.

1 Peter 1:15-16 (NIV)

15But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 16for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”

If God is holy what does He want out of us? Holiness. That lets the world know there’s a difference.

Pray
Father, thank You, this evening, for Your revelation of Yourself to us. We commit these words and thoughts to Your care. May they bear fruit in our lives. Confirm to our heart these truths, Father. Dismiss us with Thy blessing to bring us back tonight anticipating that we shall learn more about the adversary and be victorious in Your power. We praise You in Christ’s name. Amen. 
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