Satan: What is He Like?

Selected Scriptures
In our last study we established the fact that there exists a personal real devil and then we outlined who he is. We said that reason and revelation and experience all corroborate to substantiate the existence of this being. And the Bible tells us very clearly that he is a fallen angel. Not just a fallen angel but perhaps the supreme angel in God’s creation, the cherubim that covers, the highest of the cherubim who perhaps were the highest of the angelic hosts.

He is a spiritual being. Though he is spirit he is not omnipresent, but he moves rapidly and his work is conducted, not only by himself, but by the host of angels who fell with him in his rebellion.

So, we answered the first question - Is he? - by saying - Yes. And we answered the second question - Who is he? - by saying - He’s a spiritual being, a fallen angel who is intensely powerful and who rules a host of demons like himself, fallen angels who are set against the purposes of God. And we said that the battlefront is at the very throne of God, as illustrated in the book of Job, in the heavens as illustrated in the book of Daniel, and on the earth as illustrated time and time again throughout the Bible. We realize the conflict occurs.

Pray
Now tonight we want to look at the third of our questions - What is he like? And we want to define a little more carefully and clearly the character of Satan. And the reason we want to do this is because our clear understanding of what’s going on in the world is dependent, in some sense, on knowing what the adversary is doing. And when Paul wrote to the Corinthians he said - I do not want you to be ignorant of his devices. The better able we are to anticipate his activity, the better able we are to set a defense against it. And so it’s important to know what he is like.

Now, first of all, under this point - what he is like - and have your Bible handy, we’ll be looking at several scriptures tonight, let me say this. There are some things we ought to say about what he is not like. And please note that Satan is not like God.

Number one, Satan is not self-existent. He was created. He is a creature. And that puts him supremely inferior to God.

Secondly, he is not sovereign. Satan rules a domain of demons but he does not rule beyond the bounds of that confinement of rule that God has given him. In fact, Satan never has cast off the government of God. You realize that the rebellion totally failed. And if you want to look at Satan properly you will look at him in exile. He has been exiled to the earth and the domain around it. He never did cast off the government of God, he is only in rebellion against it. He operates completely within the sphere of God’s allowance. The Apostle Paul gives us an indication that God even uses Satan to His own ends.

2 Corinthians 12:7 (NIV)

7To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me.
And yet he prayed to God to have God remove it and God chose not to. God was actually allowing Satan to do something that would rebound to God’s honor. Satan operates in rebellion but even his rebellion fails as God uses him to His own ends. Satan, then, is not like God. He’s not self-existent and he’s not sovereign.

Thirdly, he’s not omnipotent. He is definitely not omnipotent. He is not all powerful. Powerful - yes, not all powerful.

1 John 4:4 (NIV)

4You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.

And who is it that is in you? It is God in the form of His Spirit. Satan is less by far than He.

Four, Satan is not omniscient. He does not know everything. There are Christians, I suppose, for years who have discussed the idea of whether Satan can read your thoughts. As far as I can understand in the Bible, there is no statement to that effect at all. And the reason that I believe that Satan doesn’t know everything is because Satan is an angel and the angels don’t know everything.

1 Peter 1:10-12 (NIV)

10Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched intently and with the greatest care, 11trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow. 12It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have now been told you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. <Now here it is> Even angels long to look into these things.

There are some things angels don’t understand. Mercy and grace and forgiveness are incomprehensible experientially to an angel. There are some things they don’t understand and if holy angels don’t understand everything there’s no reason to believe a corrupted one would. There is no indication in Scripture that Satan can read our thoughts. Now he’s pretty good at predicting our behavior because he’s had a lot of time to work on human nature. And he can tell by attitudes and actions pretty much what’s going on inside. But he is not omniscient.

For example, if Satan knew everything he never would have gotten Christ to the cross. At the beginning of the ministry of Christ it appears as though he tried to stop Him from getting to the cross. He wanted to give Him everything. Remember, in His temptation? Later on through the incident with Peter, he tried to say - Christ, don’t do it that way. But when he knew he couldn’t stop Christ, he forced the issue. Well, if he had have known everything he would have known that was the deathblow to his own head. He’s not omniscient.

Not only is Satan not omnipotent and not omniscient, but he’s not omnipresent. As I told you last time, he’s fast but he’s not omnipresent. No angel is. Daniel 9, Daniel 10 clearly indicate this.

So, angels have limitations and particularly corrupt ones and Satan is a very limited creature. That’s what he’s not like. What is he like? Now the best way to see what he’s like, is to see the names and title and terms that are used to describe him because these descriptions give us information about what he’s like.

First, let’s look at his names and titles that describe to us the character of Satan.

Number one, he is called Satan. That’s a good place to start. Now I don’t want to take you to all the scriptures where he’s called Satan because he’s called Satan fifty-two times. The word comes from a Hebrew word which means adversary or opposer. We learn, then, from the name Satan that he is an adversary. And whose adversary is he primarily? He is God’s adversary.

Secondly, he is not only called Satan in the Bible but he is called - the devil. And this term is used of him some 35 times, diabolos. It, it means one who slanders or one who trips up. And if we were to combine those two terms, Satan and the devil, he wants to injure people by malicious slander. He slanders God. He slanders Christ. He slanders the Holy Spirit. He slanders the church. He slanders the Bible. He slanders the true doctrine. He slanders the character of Christians. He slanders continually.

Thirdly, he is called the old serpent

Revelation 12:9 (NIV)

9The great dragon was hurled down - that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him.

In Genesis chapter 3 we see him as a serpent. The characteristic apparently connected to the serpent idea is craftiness, subtlety, sneaky, deceitful, deceiving.

Fourthly and this is a different concept, he is called in Revelation 12, verses 3, 7 and 9, and all through that passage he is given many of his names, but he is called in that particular passage - the great dragon. Now what is this to indicate? Well, this is to indicate the power and the destructiveness of this beast. He is a terrifying, destructive beast who is out to destroy. So he’s seen in his great awesome, fearsome character, the great dragon.

Also he is called by another animal name.

1 Peter 5:8 (NIV)

8Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.

Now I don’t know a whole lot about lions but I did a little reading just to find out about them cause I want to know how Satan works. Do you know when lions roar? Lions roar when they have their prey. Isn’t that interesting. Lions don’t roar when they’re chasing their prey, or their prey knows their coming. Lions are sneaky, And when a lion reaches his prey and is assured of victory, it is then that he roars before he devours. By the time you hear him roaring, folks, you’re in deep. And the idea of a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour is that Satan’s desire is to capture men and engulf them in his sin, swallow them up in his evil.

Departing from those names which are related to the animal world, to those which are a little bit more abstract, he is called in John 17:15 the evil one. And this is something that is characteristic of Satan.

John 17:15 (NIV)

15My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one.

When God has a hold of a life, Satan can’t hold that same life. But it calls him there - the evil one. Next, he is also called the Tempter.

Matthew 4:3 (NIV)

3The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.”

What that means is he entices men to evil. Another thing that he is called is the accuser.

Revelation 12:10 (NIV)

10Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ. For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down.

One thing that Satan loves to do is accuse believers. He’s busy at this. And our Lord is our advocate. Satan may accuse but our Lord will defend. Satan may say as he did in the case of Job - Job isn’t any good, just do this, do this, do this and he’ll bail out and curse You. That’s typical of human nature, they’ll all curse You if You really treat them evil, God. Satan is the accuser.

And I’m sure Satan is busy trying to accuse us before God so that God would turn us loose. Satan would say - Well, he’s not worthy, he’s not fulfilled what You require, he’s not deserving of Your grace and Your love and Your salvation. And then we read in Romans 8:33:

Romans 8:33-34 (NIV)

33Who will bring any charge <or accuse> against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died - more than that, who was raised to life - is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.

Then Satan is not only called all of these things but he is called with an interesting title in Ephesians 2:2.

Ephesians 2:2 (NIV)

2in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.

He is called the spirit that works in the children of disobedience. What that means is that he is the spirit who works in unbelievers, he rules the hearts of the unsaved.

Now there you have in just a simple few statements, something of the character of Satan.

1. He is Satan, the adversary.

2. He is the devil, slanderer.

3. He is the old serpent, subtle, crafty, deceiver

4. He is the great dragon, a powerful terrifying destructive beast out to destroy.

5. He is a roaring lion, ready to devour and engulf anybody that he can into his evil system.

6. He is called the evil one, intrinsically evil, not even content with his own evil but wanting to corrupt everybody else.

7. He is tempter, seducing men to evil.

8. He is accuser, attempting to bring down on men the judgment of God by saying we are undeserving of His favor and salvation.

9. He is called the spirit that works in the children of disobedience. Every man who lives in the world apart from God is dominated by this being.

Let me take you to a second concept. Another way that we can understand Satan is to see the terms that are used to describe him. They’re not much different than his names and titles, but they’re more descriptive adjectives or nouns that define him to us. And I’m going to give you at least three to start with and we’ll see how far we get.

Number one, Satan is called a murderer and a liar.


John 8:44 (NIV)

44You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.

He is not only a liar but he is a murderer. You go right back in to the garden and you find that the crime that was committed, that stands out in our minds after the fall, was the crime of Cain’s murder of Abel. And Satan began his career as a murderer.


1 John 3:12 (NIV)

12Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own actions were evil and his brother’s were righteous.
Why did he murder? Because he was of Satan and Satan is a murderer. Murder is Satanic. Satan entices to murder. He has been busy doing that. In fact, he has tried to slaughter Israel time and time again. He has tried to wipe them out repeatedly.

We find that in Revelation chapter 12, you can read it for yourself, one of the things that Satan has tried to do is not only wipe out the nation of Israel but wipe out the child that was delivered of Israel who was the Messiah.

Also, Satan through Herod tried to destroy the Messiah. God protected the Messiah. Satan is a murderer. He has always been a murderer, he will always be a murderer.

Secondly, as we read in John 8:44 (NIV), Satan is a liar. Listen, you can never believe Satan. He lies all the time. You can’t believe him. You can’t believe anything you hear. Satan is a liar. There is no truth in him. He speaks nothing but lies. That’s why I really have questions about these deliverance ministries. Those people are not on a level to cope with demons and Satan because they can’t deal with the truth. Satan is a liar and he’s really good at it.

Revelation 12:9 (NIV)

9The great dragon was hurled down - that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him.

He deceives the whole world. He is sharp at it. Satan is a liar and don’t think that you’re going to get in with Satan and have a conversation that’s going to reveal the truth. He’s a liar.

1 John 2:21-23 (NIV)

21I do not write to you because you do not know the truth, but because you do know it and because no lie comes from the truth. 22Who is the liar? It is the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a man is the antichrist - he denies the Father and the Son. 23No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father also.

This is characteristic of Satan. Now, over to chapter 4, verse 1:

1 John 4:1-2 (NIV)

1Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God,

Satan is a liar. And you’re not on a level to deal with it.

The real work of Satan is in false doctrine. If you want to know what I believe it is much more seriously Satanic in terms of its ultimate influence to have somebody standing in a pulpit and denying the Word of God than to have a seance going on. That is obvious. This is subtle. Satan’s deadliest activity, beloved, is in the area of perverting the truth. That’s why I started a series of messages on Sunday morning on Creation versus Evolution, to prove the inerrancy of the word of God because it has been so seriously perverted, even in Christian churches.

1 Timothy 4:1-3 (NIV)

1The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. 2Such teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared as with a hot iron. 3They forbid people to marry and order them to abstain from certain foods, which God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and who know the truth.
And I think too that whenever people get on the experiential kick, they play right into Satan’s hands. Most experience-oriented churches are loaded with false doctrine. Wherever you have a preoccupation with experience, you invariably have loads of false doctrine, misconceptions of God, misinterpretations of Scripture, misrepresentations of how the Holy Spirit operates. When you accept the experiential as the test of truth, you have played right into his hands. Satan works in false doctrine. He has muddied the world with false doctrine. And you know, inevitably it is taught by reasonable, educated intelligent people. Satan is good at lying. I want you to know that.

We do not want to seek the gift, we want to seek the Giver of the gift, big difference.

I’m going to tell you some of the best lies he’s got, just so when you hear them you can knock them off. Number one, go to Genesis 3:1.

Genesis 3:1 (NIV)

1Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”

The first lie that I see here is God is a cosmic killjoy. That’s his first lie. Why, Eve, you mean God put you here and then said you couldn’t eat it all? What kind of God is He? Why would He do that? You know what God is? He’s a tyrant, who delights in putting people in frustrating situations. He just loves to frustrate. You can’t live up to that stuff. Chuck it and do what you want. Have you ever heard that one?

Did God say that? No. God didn’t say that, Eve was just making it worse. Eve thought - Well, God probably is a killjoy, I mean, He won’t even let us touch it. He didn’t say that. You wouldn’t be too smart if you touched it if you weren’t going to eat it, you’d just be playing into temptation. You either believe God or you believe Satan. As soon as you believe Satan, you’re done. As long as you believe God and believe He tells the truth, you know to do right.

Job 1:6-11 (NIV)

6One day the angels came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came with them. 7The LORD said to Satan, “Where have you come from?” Satan answered the LORD, “From roaming through the earth and going back and forth in it.” <I’ve been checking everybody out and the idea here is hurrying> 8Then the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil.” <Did you check him out when you were scurrying around? He’s something, isn’t he> 9“Does Job fear God for nothing?” Satan replied. <You know what he meant by that? Believers are materialistic. That’s another lie of Satan. The only reason Job serves you is because You give him goodies. He’s sort of like Pavlov’s dogs, he knows you’re there and he knows that you’re going to drop the little goodie, so he does what he has to to get it. Believers are materialistic. You think he serves You out of love? Ha! Does he serve You for nothing? He serves You for something. He gets what he can get out of You> 10“Have you not put a hedge around him and his household and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, so that his flocks and herds are spread throughout the land. <He follows it up with another one of his lies. Look, God, Satan said, You say he’s a good man? Well, I guess, look at him. He’s so rich it’s ridiculous. You put walls around him, nothing can touch the guy. Who wouldn’t be a responsive man? Look what You’ve done to him. But, verse 11> 11But stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your face.” <What’s his lie? Trouble in the life of a believer will bring defection. Ah, sure he’s getting along great, look at all the goodies he’s got. If he was in my shoes he wouldn’t be so excited about God. What he’s saying is that God is a patronizer. That God keeps His followers by a bag of goodies. They don’t really love God. He’s got a lot of lies>
Matthew 4:3-4 (NIV)

3The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” <You’re hungry and You’re the Son of God. You’re the Son of God so take some satisfaction. Do a miracle for physical satisfaction> 4Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”
One of Satan’s big lies is that God does miracles for the physical. There are people running around today, all they want is miracles. They think God is sort of like a cosmic genie, He’s sort of a supernatural magician who does tricks. And they say that that’s the evidence of their great faith, when a constant demand for that isn’t an evidence of faith at all, it’s an evidence of doubt looking for proof.

I’ll tell you something else about him, thirdly, in terms that describe him. He is a sinner. Satan is a sinner.

1 John 3:8 (NIV) <and this is an important verse>
8He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work.

He is a habitual continual sinner. As Jesus said, He saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven, Luke 10:18. The corruption that took place was fantastic. Satan is the basis of sin.

Look at the end of verse 8: “The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work.” Christ appeared not only to remove sin but destroy Satan. He is a sinner. He tempts others to sin. He entices others to evil. Christ came to destroy him.

Lastly, he’s an imitator. He never had an original thought in his mind except sin. After that he became an imitator. He mimics and do you know who he mimics? God.

2 Corinthians 11:13-15 (NIV)

13For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, masquerading as apostles of Christ. 14And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. 15It is not surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their end will be what their actions deserve.

There it is, folks. He is an imitator. His masterpiece is a good, upright, honest, respected religious man who teaches false doctrine under the guise of true religion. He is an imitator.

He’s always been an angel of light. He always appears as an angel of light. He is an imitator. He is a deceiver. He is a preacher who masks himself to be a messenger of God.

You know what’s so diabolical about the antichrist to come? It’s not that he’s so much unlike Christ, it’s that he’s so much like Him. In fact, Revelation 8 portrays the antichrist, Revelation 19 Christ - and they both are white robed and white horses.

Does the devil exist? Yes. Who is he? The fallen Lucifer. What is he like? All those things we’ve seen tonight. Next time, we are going to see how he operates in his own children and towards the children of God.

Pray
Our Father, we know that there is only one way to overcome the adversary and that’s very clear in Scripture. We think of those precious words of Revelation 12:11 that says: “They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb.” Father, we know that on the cross the precious Lamb of God without blemish and without spot conquered Satan, made him powerless. And then He planted within us who believe, the Holy Spirit and rendered us powerful. And in that and that alone is victory. We thank You, Father, for those of us who know the Lord Jesus Christ. Satan is an absolutely defeated foe. But at the same time, Our Lord, we recognize that for those who have rejected the Lord Jesus Christ and never received Him as Savior, Satan is the spirit that works within them, dictating their life and destiny. And, Father, we pray tonight that if there are some in our midst, that You, by Your Spirit, would break the chains and set them free. We pray that they would by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ know liberty from sin, translated from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of Your dear Son. Do that work, Father, tonight, for Your praise and for Your glory, in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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