Satan: How Does He Operate? - Part 6

Selected Scriptures

Tonight we are going to do the third in our brief study on Satan: our 6th overall.

2 Corinthians 2:11 (NIV)

11in order that Satan might not outwit us <we are not to allow Satan to outwit us>. For we are not unaware of his schemes.

We need to know how he works. We need to know something of his character, something of his person, something of his approach. And since we have the Word of God which unmasks Satan’s disguises and which reveals his schemes, there’s really no reason to be ignorant. What we’re attempting to do in our study together is simply open the pages of the Word of God and show you what God has revealed about our enemy.

We have already seen that one of his most clever ploys is to make men believe that he doesn’t exist. If there is no enemy then there doesn’t need to be any defense, and if there is no defense then victory is easy. For those who insist on believing that he exists, Satan would rather set forth false ideas about himself. That he does exist but he’s something less than what he really is. He is a deceiver. He is the master deceiver of the universe. And we’ve seen in past weeks how careful we need to be in understanding that.

Pray
For religious people, for people who not only believe in the devil, but believe in God and maybe believe in the true God, Satan has another approach. He likes to be mistaken for God. And, believe me, there are a lot of unwitting Christian people who think God is doing something when it isn’t God at all.

Now, this gets us into the very nitty-gritty of living. Hang on to your Bible because we’ll be pointing out some important things.

Now, in the operation of Satan we simply need to understand that he operates in two categories; he operates in his own children and he operates on the children of God. And those are the two spheres in which Satan functions.

Now let’s look, first of all, at category number one, and see how Satan works in his own children. And, I believe, that all people in the world who are without Jesus Christ, who are outside the family of God are the children of Satan.

1 John 5:19 (NIV)

19We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one.

Jesus said in John 8:44 of the Pharisees

John 8:44(a) (NIV) 

44You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desire…
Now how then does Satan work in his own children? First of all, Satan is busily engaged in the work of preventing. There are several items we could talk about under this, but for a beginning look at the eighth chapter of Luke. 


Luke 8:5 (NIV)

5“A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path; it was trampled on, and the birds of the air ate it up.
Now this path is pressed down, it is rock hard. The seed falls, it just sits there and the birds take it. And that’s emblematic of the Word of God being spread on hard soil that does not receive it and the devil comes and takes it away. The devil is in the business of preventing. And the first area is he snatches away the Word. He snatches away the Word.

Luke 8:11-12 (NIV)

11“This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. 12Those along the path are the ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved.
Further, to understand the complete picture of the parable we should look at Matthew chapter 13, there are some other items there that would add to our understanding. Now in this parable we have four kinds of hearts, four kinds of soil.

Matthew 13:19-23 (NIV)

19When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it <unresponsive heart>, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is the seed sown along the path. 20The one who received the seed that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 21But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away. <An impulsive heart. The person who makes an impulsive commitment to Christ that has no real root> 22The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful. <The preoccupied heart. He is too preoccupied with the system to give himself to the Word> 23But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word and understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.” <the responsive heart>
We find then when the Word of God lands on that heart where there is indifference, where there is callousness, where there is unresponsive attitude, there is rejection and the devil comes along and just snatches the Word away. Now notice this, the devil can do that because the heart is hard. The issue here is the hardness of the heart. The parable teaches that the result of hearing the gospel is always dependent on the condition of the heart. And it is only where the heart is hard that Satan can move in and take away the Word, and that is precisely what he wants to do. Before the person can meditate on it or think about it or allow it to become in any sense significant, Satan snatches it away by dragging new allurements that are more appealing, new allurements that haven’t been rejected in front of the attention and those divert and the Word is lost.

But not only is Satan involved in the work of preventing in terms of his work in his own children, but secondly in the work of perverting. He not only desires to prevent the truth, he desires to pervert the truth. So that what people are hearing isn’t the truth at all. And he does this by several means. Number one is by teaching false doctrine.

2 Corinthians 11:13-15 (NIV)

13For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, masquerading as apostles of Christ. 14And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. 15It is not surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their end will be what their actions deserve.

Satan would much rather pervert than prevent. That’s after the fact. He is actively perverting by teaching false doctrine. Believe me, Satan’s ministers speak every Sunday from thousands of pulpits across the world, don’t they? 


You want to know where Satan is most active, it’s within the framework of religion, and in our case the framework of the Christian religion. “for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. 15It is not surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness.” Satan does the work of perverting by putting his own demon-influence and demon-possessed people in pulpits, propagating false doctrine.

Have you ever analyzed what the core of Satan’s false doctrine is? Let me just give it to you in a nutshell. Number one, is he, he always denies the authority of Scripture, always. You see, if you can destroy the authority of this book there isn’t any authority anywhere, and then nothing matters, nothing. Everything becomes arbitrary. 


2 Timothy 4:3-4 (NIV)

3For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of <false> teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 4They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.

Secondly, Satan invariably denies the deity of Christ. False teachers will invariably deny the deity of Christ, denying the Lord that bought them. And that includes the doctrine of salvation. If you wipe out the deity of Christ you’ve wiped out the doctrine of salvation with it. The two have to go together. 


1 John 4:1-3 (NIV)

1Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world.

Another thing that Satan always denies is the Second Coming of Christ. Why? Because the Second Coming is connected with judgment. And you’ll find that usually false teachers have the most messed up eschatology conceivable. Because they’ve got to get rid of ultimate judgment. 


2 Peter 3:4-7 (NIV)

4They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our fathers died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.” 5But they deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the heavens existed and the earth was formed out of water and by water. 6By these waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. 7By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.

Peter says - Are you willingly ignorant of the flood or is that an oversight? All things haven’t continued as they were.

And so they are busy propagating false doctrine, denying the authority of Scripture, the deity of Christ, the doctrine of salvation by grace through faith and the second coming. In its place they propagate a lot of other false doctrine.

Satan can also oppress his people, not only through their lusts but he also oppresses his own people through sickness. The Bible in the gospel record gives us accounts of people who were made dumb, they couldn’t speak by Satan and his demons, others who were made blind, others who had physical deformities, others who had epilepsy. People who actually had diseases that were propagated by Satan and his demons.

So, he can oppress his people through lust, through sickness, through mental disease and through death if God gives him that right. How does Satan work in his own children? Through preventing and through perverting.

Now, how does he operate on Christians? Let’s look at that. How does he operate in our lives, you and me? Well, this is really important.

Number one, by creating doubt. One of the things he loves to do with Christians is to make us doubt, to make us struggle with reality. Doubt God. Doubt God’s word. Doubt God’s goodness. God made a mistake, He should never have done that to you, dirty deal you got. Doubt God’s concern. Doubt God’s security. And that’s why Paul says in two places: 


1 Thessalonians 5:8 (NIV)

8But since we belong to the day, let us be self-controlled, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet.

Ephesians 6:17 (NIV)

17Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

If He said He saved you, that’s what He meant. And when Satan comes with a big, the big sword of doubt, it will glance off that helmet. You are His. You are secure.

Another thing he likes to do is to motivate persecution. Satan loves to motivate persecution. 


Revelation 2:10 (NIV)

10Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life.

Three, Satan loves to hinder service. He’s set about to hinder our service. Sometimes it’s a tremendous struggle for me to get through everything to get to this place to teach you. Now I don’t know if there’s any connection or not, but there are Saturday nights when I can’t sleep well at all. I know he doesn’t want me messing around with him the next day.

Satan likes to hinder our service. 


1 Thessalonians 2:18 (NIV)

18For we wanted to come to you - certainly I, Paul, did, again and again - but Satan stopped us.

Satan is in the business of stopping or hindering the true ministry of God. Expect it. If you think you’re going to develop a ministry, and as soon as you run into the first obstacle, you better check it out. You better check it out well because it’s Satan who hinders. He’s busy doing that. And I’m sure the more effective you are, the more he hinders. It may actually be God’s will for you to do that ministry for Him even though you are going through many obstacles. And believe me, with all of Satan’s hindering, he never short-circuits God’s plans. He just filters out the weaklings.

Fourth, Satan not only hinders our service, but, and here’s a biggie, he infiltrates the church. He infiltrates the church. He’s really good at this. You say – “How does he do it?” First of all, he does it through phony Christians. He gets the church to take in people who appear to be Christians and we really can’t tell them apart, and they’re really the devil’s people. And then he gets them on the inside and they really create havoc. And they do it a lot of ways. They do it by having a life style that doesn’t match up to what their claim is and so it confuses the world as to what a Christian is. They become difficult to deal with. We don’t know how to handle them. Many things. They usually try to worm their way into leadership so that you’ve got Satan getting a voice in everything. 


Matthew 13:38-39 (NIV)

38The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 39and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels.

The only way the wheat and the tares are ever going to be separated is by God in the end. We can’t always tell them. Satan infiltrates the church with false Christians.

Not only does he infiltrate the church through false Christians but through false teachers. We saw that earlier. He loves to get false information in the church, somebody propagating false that sounds good, somebody who appears to be approved by the leadership of the church, teaching something that sounds okay but it’s not true. The church is always loaded with false teachers and always has been loaded with false teachers.

Another thing that Satan does, and this is the major thing. He tempts us to sin. Now he may do it through your flesh, He may do it through the world. He may do it with his demons. He may do it by himself. He tempts you to sin. He is the tempter.

Now, I’m going to list for you, just very briefly because our time is gone, the sins particularly that are listed in the Bible that he tempts us toward.

Number one, he tempts us to trust in our own resources. Have you ever noticed that? He tempts us to trust in our own resources.

Now I believe in preparation. And one of the temptations that I fall into is to trust in my preparation rather than the Spirit of God. Cause I do my homework. And I’ll tell you what, some of the nights I prepare the most and expect the best are some of my worst flops on Sundays. And then there are times that my preparation time is short and I really rely on the Spirit of God to get me through the message and the Spirit of God really touched the hearts of people.

Satan would love to make you trust in your own resources. You know why? Because you can’t handle Satan in your own resources. Did you know that? You can’t handle him. 


Ephesians 6:10 (NIV)

10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.

Satan wants you to trust your own resources.

Second thing, Satan tempts us to lose faith in God. He really does. Satan tempts us to lose faith in God, to give up on God. 


Luke 22:31-32 (NIV)

31“Simon, Simon, <the Apostle with the foot-shaped mouth> Satan has asked to sift you as wheat. <Wheat and chaff sifting, a losing of one’s faith in God> 32But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.”
The devil wanted to sift him, to separate him from his faith. Satan would love to separate you from your faith, so you cease to believe God.

Another thing, he wants you to lie. Satan loves you to speak lies. In Acts 5:3 he moved right inside Ananias and Sapphira, 

Acts 5:3 (NIV)

3Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land?

Satan wants you to lie. Now just remember, when you lie, when you shade the truth, who is the source of that.

Fourthly, Satan wants to tempt you to immorality. He is very busy doing this. He’s got the media among other things. One good verse on this is: 


1 Corinthians 7:5 (NIV)

5Do not deprive each other except by mutual consent and for a time, so that you may devote yourselves to prayer. Then come together again <Why?> so that Satan will not tempt you because of your lack of self-control.

Well, because my wife won’t sleep with me until I change. And I, I can’t take this. Is that a good thing to do? So you’re not getting along with your husband, and start depriving him? If you do that to your partner you’re putting them in a position to be out of control with that area of desire. Do you see? And Satan would love to tempt people to be out of control. One of the areas where Satan wants to tempt us, illustrated here is the area of immorality.

One other thought, he wants to tempt us to be preoccupied with the world. 


1 John 2:15-16 (NIV)

15Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16For everything in the world—the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does—comes not from the Father but from the world.

Satan wants you to get absorbed in the system because that means you’ve turned your back on God. 


2 Timothy 4:9-10 (NIV)

9Do your best to come to me quickly, 10for Demas, because he loved this world, has deserted me and has gone to Thessalonica …

Satan wants to tempt you to trust your own resources, to lose faith in God, to get separated from your faith like wheat and chaff, to lie, to be immoral, and to be preoccupied with the world.

Satan also wants to tempt you to be proud. Oh, does he want to do that. And he does it a lot of ways but one illustration is when you’re choosing bishops, or pastors, or, or elders in the church , it says:


1 Timothy 3:6-7 (NIV)

6He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. 7He must also have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil’s trap.

The devil loves to push people up and make them proud because when they do that they collapse.

One other one that I can relate to, and you can too, that the Bible tells us specifically, Satan loves to tempt us to discouragement. He loves the Christian to just get tired of it all. 


1 Peter 5:6-9 (NIV)

6Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. 7Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 8Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 9Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.

Satan will move in, he’ll shoot at your faith, he’ll try to wear it down, he’ll bring discouragement into your life. Verse 7 says: Take all your care and do what with it, put it on Christ.

Hang in there, friends, God’s on your team. Don’t get discouraged. These are the ways Satan attacks us. He attacks his own children by preventing, perverting. He clobbers us by making us trust our own resources, by causing us to lose faith in God, to lie, to be immoral, to love the world, to be proud, to be discouraged with spiritual struggles, and that way he can try to gain the victory.

But you know something? We have a great promise. In every bit of that temptation, beloved, listen to this. James 4:7 says: “Resist the devil and he will <what> flee from you.” Don’t run. “Resist the devil and he will flee from you.”

Pray
Father, we do acknowledge Your power and superiority, absolute sovereignty and we know that greater is He that is in us than he that is in the world. We thank You for the victory that is ours in Christ. Father, we thank You that that victory belongs to every man who names the name of Jesus Christ. And, O God, we would pray tonight that if there’s any dear soul in our midst who has not confessed Jesus as Lord, who has not come out of the power of Satan, who has not been born into the Kingdom of God, a child, an heir, a joint-heir with Christ, that that might happen tonight that the miracle of the new birth might be accomplished by the Holy Spirit. O God, may it happen tonight. And those of us who are Christians, Father, help us to be wary, help us to be alert to see how our adversary operates, to build our defense in the area where we are vulnerable. Thank You. Father, for giving us this precious book and opening it to us to understand not only you, but the enemy, that we might be able to follow in the train of our Lord Jesus Christ, to the victory that has already been won. We pray in His blessed name. Amen.
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