Attitude of Faith

Habakkuk 1:5 (NASB)
5“Look among the nations! Observe! Be astonished! Wonder! Because I am doing something in your days - You would not believe if you were told.
Now today, we will be talking about the attitude of faith and we will be starting with the anatomy of the church. The church is designed by God in the Scriptures to work together like a body and to relate to its head who is Jesus Christ as a body relates to the human brain. We are the body of Christ. And I thought that I would like to start this message with this metaphor of the body of Christ that is a part of New Testament teaching and expand it a little bit so that we can look a little more deeply at some of the implications that this metaphor has.

The church, like any body, must have a skeleton and it must have a framework. And it is this framework is what gives it its form, its ability to stand up. The framework is what everything hangs on as in a human body, all the organs, all the muscles, all the tissues are attached at some point to the skeleton, the skeleton providing the framework. Now as we all know, the skeleton that we all have is rigid and unbending, and that's what bone is...bone doesn't bend, it's rigid. It has joints and hinges but in itself it provides rigidity for the body's structure, and that's precisely what the church must have. The skeleton of the church involves some great non-negotiables, such as honoring God, exalting Christ, pursuing holiness, proclaiming truth and submitting to spiritual authority <Park>.

But like any living body, the church cannot exist only in skeletal form, that's not all there is, obviously. A skeleton provides framework but a skeleton is not necessarily alive. A body must have internal organs, it must have fluids pumping through. It must have organs that are filtering oxygen and sending all of the nutrition to every part of the body. It must have, secondly, internal systems. So you start with the skeleton and then you go secondly to the internal systems. And the internal systems provide life. And that is also true in the church. You can have the honor of God, the service can lift up God and honor Him and the exaltation of Christ and you can have the pursuit of holiness. The leadership can be committed to that and the proclamation of the truth and the calling people to submit to spiritual authority, but it has to also have along with it a people who are genuinely alive. There must be internal systems.

And what do I mean by that? Well, spiritual attitudes are what I would call the internal systems of the church. The life of the church comes from spiritual attitudes. That is to say what's inside people determine the internal systems of the church. Outwardly we can sing the hymns and we can pray the prayers and we can go through the worship and we can sit and listen to the Word and we can outwardly submit to those who lead us, but the real life of the church comes from inside the church. That's why the goal of everything I do as a Pastor and everything we do, as a church, has to be about the business of transforming lives.

Galatians 4:19

19My little children, for whom I labor in birth again until Christ is formed in you,

Colossians 3:16a
16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom…

It is not external threats, emotional manipulation, material prestige or popularity 
or respect that should motivate the church to worship or to listen to the truth or to submit to leadership, or to behave itself. This should only be motivated by internal attitudes, from the inside out.

You know, I look at the church today and there are so many people who want to fix the church. I mean, a lot of people realize that the church is not everything it should be and some people think they have an idea of what it ought to be and so they approach the transformation of a church by reorganization. This is going on all over the place. Churches have decided that what we need is a new style, what we need is a new format. There is a severe depreciation of preaching and the new format downplays preaching and substitutes all kinds of other things that people find more interesting or more entertaining.

1 Thessalonians 5:20
20Do not despise prophecies <preaching>.

Don't diminish preaching. But that's exactly what people are doing. And the idea today is that if you really want to get your church on track you've got to reorganize it, you've got to come up with a new style, a new methodology. And what you end up with is the same people at the same level of spiritual commitment, whatever that might be, in a different structure and you haven't gotten yet to the real issue. Commitment to a different structure doesn't necessarily do anything to change the heart. And what we're really after is spiritual attitudes. And I can tell you this, I spend very little time on structure, very little time on programs, very little time on inventing styles that we think somehow are going to make a difference and almost all of my time is working on messages that can change heart attitudes because then the church really becomes a church from the inside out. And frankly, I believe that if spiritual attitudes are right, structure, form and style become far less important.

Many churches across the world are growing by concentrating on programs and their style of worship. When you have a church that is concentrating on programs and not the Word of God, you will have hurt feelings between members, open flagrant sin and the revolving door of membership. These problems are simply brushed aside as “growing pains” while they are getting bigger churches and bigger programs and bigger churches and bigger programs.

Almost everyone who visits here, asks, “Where was the offering plate?” I respond, it’s that little plate over there. I have had preachers tell me that I should be passing the offering plate and that I should be preaching on the tithe. <Park>
If you're going to be impacting a church, if you want to be moving a church to what it needs to be, you must work on the heart. And what works on the heart? The heart is changed by the truth from the Word of God, and the Spirit of God, right? So we start with attitudes.

Let's go back to the little minor prophet Habakkuk. 

Happiness is sitting next to somebody who knows where Habakkuk is. You have Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi. Habakkuk is fifth from the last in the Old Testament, Habakkuk.

Now Habakkuk has a problem, he has a big problem. Judah, the people of God, the southern kingdom, Judah, the people of God are unfaithful to God. They're not just unfaithful, they're downright sinful, they're hypocritical, they're wicked. And the prophet Habakkuk does not understand why God doesn't intervene. And so, starting in verse 2 his oracle, or his sermon, or his burden is:

Habakkuk 1:2-4
2O LORD, how long shall I cry, And You will not hear? Even cry out to You, “Violence!” And You will not save. 3Why do You show me iniquity, And cause me to see trouble? For plundering and violence are before me; There is strife, and contention arises. 4Therefore the law is powerless <Divine Law>, And justice never goes forth. For the wicked surround the righteous <for evil purposes>; Therefore perverse judgment proceeds.

Now that's his basic burden here. He's saying, “Look, this is Judah, this is the southern kingdom made up originally, of course, of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin. These are Your people and they're defecting and they're wicked and they're iniquitous and I keep telling You this and I keep crying out to You and You don't do anything.”

It might have been that Habakkuk's first request was that God would come down and bring a spiritual revival and they'd all repent. But he also must have included in his petition that God ought to step in and judge because people shouldn't be getting away with this. God is not coming down with a great move of salvation and restoration, and He's not coming in judgment, and Habakkuk doesn't understand how God can just look at this and not act.

And here comes the answer starting in verse 5.

Habakkuk 1:5-11
5“Look among the nations and watch - Be utterly astounded! For I will work a work in your days Which you would not believe, though it were told you. <In other words, He's saying to him, I can't tell you about it because you wouldn't believe it, I have to wait till you see it, but I'm doing something, I am doing something> 6For indeed I am raising up the Chaldeans, A bitter and hasty nation <they were a vile and wretched and wicked people> Which marches through the breadth of the earth, To possess dwelling places that are not theirs. <They were plunderers, they were murderers, they were wicked, they were marauders. They slaughtered people> 7They are terrible and dreadful; Their judgment and their dignity proceed from themselves. <The only justice and authority they have is that which they invent. It originates with themselves. They were vicious and efficient warriors. > 8Their horses also are swifter than leopards, And more fierce than evening wolves. Their chargers charge ahead; Their cavalry comes from afar; They fly as the eagle that hastens to eat. <These are very graphic terms, descriptive of the fierce and formidable work of devastation wrought by these Chaldeans> 9”They all come for violence; Their faces are set like the east wind. They gather captives like sand. 10They scoff at kings, And princes are scorned by them. They deride every stronghold, For they heap up earthen mounds and seize it. <when they had a fortress with all the stone walls, the way you took the fortress was to pile up rubble and make a ramp out of it and just march right up. And that's what they did> 11Then his mind changes, and he transgresses; He commits offense, Ascribing this power to his god.” <They worship nothing but their military might. They are a wicked, vile, vicious people>
Habakkuk 1:5 (NASB)
5“Look among the nations! Observe! Be astonished! Wonder! Because I am doing something in your days - You would not believe if you were told.
Well that's not the answer Habakkuk wanted, I don't think. I really don't think that's what he wanted. I think he wanted a revival and if he couldn't get a revival he wanted God to sort of step in supernaturally and do some judging that would cause the people to repent. But not the Chaldeans.

Now Habakkuk has got even another question. First question, God why don't You act? Second question, God, You're going to do that? He didn't understand why God didn't act and when God said I'm going to act he couldn't understand why God would use the Chaldeans. Why? Because the Chaldeans were far worse than the Judeans. How could God use a far worse people, not a covenant people to come in and to slaughter the covenant people? That didn't make sense in terms of how he understood the covenant's people relationship to God that he thought was a saving and delivering relationship. And it certainly didn't make any sense that God would make the judge a worse people. Habakkuk has a major dilemma.

To put it in simple terms, he didn't understand why God was doing what He was doing. Ever wondered about that? Didn't make sense. Why are You doing this? Why aren't You doing this, why are You doing this? I suppose that each of us ask this same question today. You could ask this of America itself. This country is in iniquity and wickedness and it escalates and it escalates and it escalates and now Father, You are lifting up in authority people who are at the heart of the problem, rather than solutions. Why? This is the same problem Habakkuk has. He doesn't understand why it's all unraveling, particularly with regard uniquely so to the covenant people.

Well, how is Habakkuk going to solve his dilemma? He's going to solve his dilemma by his theology. Verse 12, he starts talking to himself, in actually what is a prayer to God but it's his own thoughts. First thing he does, he knows that he is on quicksand right now, he is sinking into the quicksand of his dilemma. He can't solve his problem. He doesn't understand it and he starts sinking and he's looking for a rock and he finds that rock in what he knows to be true about God.

Habakkuk 1:12
12Are You not from everlasting,

Oh yes. God, You're eternal, You were here before this problem started, You're going to be here after this problem is over. You are bigger than this problem. This is a small little deal, this is a little period of time in the middle of history and You are the eternal God from eternity past to eternity future who always existed and always will, You are far greater than this little moment in history.

See what he's doing is reaffirming what he knows to be true about God and that becomes the rock on which he can find his footing. You're bigger than this problem, You obviously understand how it fits into the eternal plan.

And then he says, “O Lord my God,” and he uses the term here for sovereign one. Not only are You transcendent and eternal and this fits within the full eternal scheme and it's a little tiny moment in the midst of eternity, You are far greater than this and You also are the Lord, You are Adonai, You are ruler and sovereign, You are omnipotent, You are in charge of this, nothing is beyond Your control.

And then he says, “my holy One.” What does he mean by that? You don't make mistakes. Whatever You're doing fits Your perfection.

And then he says, “We will not die.” What does he mean by that? God is faithful. You will not destroy Judah because You have a covenant to fulfill with them. God had made a covenant with Abraham that must be fulfilled with God's people. You have made promises to them of a kingdom and a future and salvation.

And so what is Habakkuk doing? He's reaffirming that God is eternal, God is sovereign, God is perfect and God keeps all His promises. And on the rock of his knowledge of God he finds secure footing. And he says, “O LORD, You have appointed them for judgment; O Rock,  <see, he's on the rock> You have marked them for correction.”
I understand, Your eyes are too pure to approve evil and You can't look on wickedness with favor, and so You are going to use them to judge. I see it.

And the real sum of it all comes at the end of verse 4 in chapter 2

Habakkuk 2:4b
… But the just shall live by his faith.

The just will live by faith. That is such an important statement, you ought to underline it, put a little asterisk by it, or a check or something because that becomes a key statement in the New Testament, doesn't it?

Romans 1:17 “The just shall live by faith.”
Galatians 3:11 “the just shall live by faith.”
Hebrews 10:38 “the just shall live by faith”
And that's where Habakkuk was, he was anchored by his faith in God. He knew God was eternal, far beyond any event in time. He knew God was sovereign, adonai, Lord, in charge of everything. He knew God was holy and never made a mistake and he knew God was faithful and wouldn't violate His promise. God was doing what had to be done.

Now you know, Habakkuk feels a lot better now and his circumstances haven't changed. And I love the way he wraps it up. Go to the end of Habakkuk, verse 17, chapter 3. Now this is language that would mean so much to people then and doesn't mean as much to us today until we understand the background.

Habakkuk 3:17

17Though the fig tree may not blossom, <guess what? Fig trees always blossom> Nor fruit be on the vines; <and there was always fruit on the vines> Though the labor of the olive may fail, <And I'll tell you one thing about an olive tree, they last. I understand that when you go to the Garden of Gethsemane now, they will point to some trees they believe were saplings when Jesus lived and they're still producing olives> And the fields yield no food; <and the fields did produce food> Though the flock may be cut off from the fold, <In other words, animals stop calving and there aren't any more> And there be no herd in the stalls -

In other words, if everything that is common, ordinary, every day dependable kind of natural happening all of a sudden stops. In other words, if everything goes upside down and everything you can always count on stops happening, if the whole world goes nuts, upside down, inside out and backwards, verse 18:
Habakkuk 3:18
18Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation.

In other words, he's saying this, ‘when I don't understand the circumstances I do understand my God.’ You understand that? And then verse 19, the sum of it all,

Habakkuk 3:19
19The LORD God is my <what> strength; He will make my feet like deer’s feet, And He will make me walk on my high hills.

The KJV states “hinds feet.” These hinds and deer as the Scripture reads are actually mountain goats. Ever see a mountain goat? They can stand right on the edge of a ledge thousands of feet in the air with absolute safety and security. And he's saying God is my strength and I might be on the precipice in my ignorance and I might be in an unsolvable dilemma and I might be in a circumstance from which it looks like there's no escape but the Lord makes my feet like the feet of a mountain goat and He makes me walk all over the high places with safety, security and confidence. You could walk on any precipice that you ever face in life if you have enough confidence in your God, right? And how do you get that confidence? By getting to know your God and learning that He is eternal, He is sovereign, He is holy, never makes a mistake and He always keeps His promises. That's faith. That's faith. And that's the inner heart attitude that God's people must have. That's crucial to the internal systems of the church. Father, please give me a people that believe their God. I don't want to have lots of people in our church falling apart. I heard someone say years ago, ‘a Bible that's falling apart usually belongs to someone who isn't.’ When you know your God you can ride out the storms, you can walk on the high places in complete safety.

Galatians 2:20 (Fred’s life verse)
20I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.

Oh, this is so rich. And what is Paul saying here? I live trusting the Son of God. Now why would you trust the Son of God? Why would you trust Jesus? Why would you trust Him totally with everything? His answer, Because He loved me enough to do what? He loved me enough to die for me.

Romans 5:8
8But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

And if while we were yet sinners Christ died for us, how much more now that we belong to Him shall we be saved by His living intervention. I live by faith in my great God, I live by faith in my great Savior who is personally devoted to me as the one for whom He died. I know my God and I know my Lord. And I know my Lord has promised that He will sustain me, that He will protect me, that He will guard me.

John 10:11

11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep.
Proverbs 18:24
24A man who has friends must himself be friendly, But there is a friend <meaning Jesus Christ> who sticks closer than a brother.
John 10:27-29
27My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. 28And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. 29My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father’s hand.
And the Lord Jesus Christ seeks every good thing for me.

Romans 8:28
28And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.

Philippians 4:19
19And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by <whom?> Christ Jesus.

Philippians 1:6
6being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ;

1 Corinthians 10:13

13No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.
I have faith in Him, I trust in Him, I believe in Him. That's the beginning attitude. It starts at salvation because salvation occurs when you trust in God, doesn't it? You trust Him to forgive your sin through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. That's the beginning of faith, it's not the end, that's just the start. And then the just shall live by faith. That's the great attitude.

So, what does God want to produce in your heart? 

2 Corinthians 5:7
7For we walk by faith, not by sight.

We don't evaluate life by what we see and feel and smell and touch. We evaluate life through the eyes of faith

Hebrews 11:1
1Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

It's not wishful thinking, it's built on the rock of the character of our God and the character and work of our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. And when you have that faith you can face anything in life.

Romans 8:38-39
38For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
When you know that nothing shall ever separate you from the love of Christ, absolutely nothing, not anything, when you know that and believe that you can trust Him in every situation. And that's the initial, that's the beginning attitude. 

Ephesians 6:16

16above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one.

Faith becomes the shield, you quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one with faith. When Satan tempts you to do something, it's quenched by your trust. And I tell you, when you sin it is because you are not satisfied with God. And if you're not satisfied with God, it's because you don't know Him.

So the attitude of faith is to trust in our sovereign, omnipotent, omniscient, omnipresent, immutable, wise, loving, gracious and just God and His Son the Lord Jesus Christ who has promised to save you eternally and that attitude is the attitude upon which we as Christians build our lives.

Pray
Father, we thank You for this wonderful morning together. Lord, we do want to know You, know You so well that there is total trust. And so, Lord, as we come to know the Word and as we go through life and enjoy the fulfillment of Your promise of protection in every situation, may our faith increase, grow stronger and stronger so that truly we are the just that live by faith. May that be the dominating attitude of our hearts, total trust in the One who is absolutely worthy of our trust.

Joshua 1:8
8This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.
It doesn’t matter what you have done or where you have been, it is NEVER too late for the Lord to make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success, NEVER is it NEVER too late. Trust Him today!
Father, in Your Son's name we pray...amen.
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