Light or Darkness?

John 9:35-41

Now the whole subject of blindness is a very important subject in the Bible. All through Scripture, blindness is a spiritual metaphor. And it is used to represent the spiritual inability to see God's truth.

As a man is physically blind, he cannot see God's visible revelation. As the blind does not see the vast blue of the clear sky, so the blind spirit does not see the vast holiness and purity of God. As the blind eye does not perceive the blanket of green that covers the earth, so the blind spirit cannot see the grace of God. As the blind eye does not see the immensity of creation, so the blind spirit does not see the limitless power of God. And as the blind eye sees no rainbow of colors that speckles the earth, so the blind spirit sees not the love of God that colors every revelation. As the blind eye cannot see light, so the blind spirit cannot see the light, the light of the world, Jesus Christ.

And so, blindness becomes scripturally a metaphor for spiritually being in the dark, unable to discern God or God's truth. And sadly but truly, spiritual blindness is the norm and spiritual sight, the exception. 

Pray
Now, the subject of spiritual sight and spiritual blindness is then the theme really of chapter 9 of John's gospel. And I believe one of the reasons that it is included here, as I mentioned to you last week, at least the lengthy story is included, is because it so clearly portrays by analogy and metaphor the character and the nature of spiritual blindness and spiritual sight. The whole area of darkness, or of spiritual blindness, is emphasized throughout Scripture as typical of this situation of not recognizing sin and seeing God.
Turn to 2 Cor 4:3-6 and read.

Turn to Acts 26:15-18 and read. An extension from Acts 9.

That was Paul's mission, to take spiritually blind people and give them spiritual sight. 

Now the scriptures teach us that it is only those who know and love Jesus Christ who have spiritual sight.

There are a lot of people in the world who are religious and think they see. The Pharisees did. They were super religious. They thought they knew everything. And in fact they knew nothing. They were totally blind.

You have a double blindness and a difficulty in penetrating that double blindness. It's bad enough to try to communicate the truth of light to someone whose just born blind by sin nature, but then to try to confront someone who is doubly blinded in some systematic religious Satanic devise makes the blindness even more impenetrable sometimes. Mormons, Jehovah Witnesses and Unitarians.

And so rather than people being in religion finding light, they veil themselves with a double darkness and we find it even more difficult to bread through, we cannot - apart from God - command the light to shine out of that darkness. And we'll see how that works in a few minutes.

But, basically, get this in your mind, the only people in the world who see truthfully are those who know and love Jesus Christ. You say that's very narrow-minded. You're right and it just so happens it's also the truth.

Now if you want, I'll be broad minded but it won't be the truth. The truth is, only those who know Jesus Christ can see. People may say, "Well, that Jesus is the most narrow-minded individual I ever saw." That's right, He was narrow-minded cause He was always right and was never wrong. "And the Bible's the most narrow minded book I ever read." Absolutely correct, it is absolutely the most narrow-minded book ever written. "And God is the most narrow-minded God I ever heard about." That's right, He is absolute and stands no competition. After all, who's there to argue with Him?

But listen, God doesn't tell us all these things to be narrow-minded, He tells us these things to be true. And if two and two is four, it's not narrow minded to say it's four, it's stupid to say it could be three, five, six or thirteen and a quarter. If it's true, let's be true.

And if the only way to have spiritual light is through Jesus Christ, if the only way to God is through Jesus Christ, if the only way to understanding is through Jesus Christ, then I am compelled to tell you that and not to water it down and say something else that is not the case.

1 Peter 2:9
9But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:

Listen, did you know that light is the possession of God? God is what? Light. And in Him there is no darkness at all.

And the Apostle Paul carefully points this out,

1 Thessalonians 5:1-5 (KJV)
1But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you. 2For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. 3For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. 4But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief. 5Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness.

Colossians 1:12-13 (KJV)
12Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: 13Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:

The only people who know light are those who know Jesus Christ, for His is the kingdom of light.

So, the world is divided into two groups: those that are in darkness, the spiritually blind and those that have sight, the spiritually seeing. There are only two kinds of people. There's no half sight. There are no partially blind. You either see or you are totally blind. Now this entire issue of blindness and the entire issue of sight is really what governs chapter 9 of John.

First of all, spiritual sight, verses 35 to 38. Then spiritual blindness, 39 to 41. And incidentally, in each of these categories, spiritual sight and spiritual blindness, they are characterized...there are some details given as to what they really are and what they result in. Now spiritual sight is illustrated by the beggar. Spiritual blindness illustrated by the Pharisees.

First of all, let's notice spiritual sight, verses 35 to 38. There are four features of spiritual sight that I have seen in this passage. They may not be all there are in all of the revelation of God, but they're all that we see right here.

1. Spiritual sight rises in divine initiative.

2. It requires faith.

3. It recognizes Christ.

4. It results in worship.

John 9:35-38 (KJV)
35Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when he had found him <it doesn’t say that he found Jesus>, he said unto him, Dost thou believe on the Son of God? 36He answered and said, Who is he, Lord, that I might believe on him? 37And Jesus said unto him, Thou hast both seen him, and it is he that talketh with thee. 38And he said, Lord, I believe. And he worshipped him.

Giving sight is God's work. Now look at verse 35. "Jesus heard that they had cast him out." Now how He heard it I don't know and I don't particularly care, it's enough to know that He heard. "And when He had found him," Jesus actually went after the man. That, my friends, is divine initiative. It does not say, "And when they cast him out he found Jesus." Jesus found him. Jesus went after him, sought him and found him and confronted him with a question: "Dost thou believe on the Son of God?" 

He was blind sitting by the temple, begging. Jesus walked by, bent down, put clay in his eyes, said go wash and he saw and he never said a word and he never asked to be healed and he never ran after Jesus to find Him and he never sought anything. Christ sought him out, healed him physically. Turned right around, sought him out, healed him spiritually. It was all divine initiative. 

Luke 19:10 (KJV)
10For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.
John 15:16 (KJV)
16Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, 
Matthew 18:11 (KJV)
11For the Son of man is come to save that which was lost. 12How think ye? if a man have an hundred sheep, and one of them be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and goeth into the mountains, and seeketh that which is gone astray?

All throughout the life of Christ, He is ever and always the seeking Savior. He is always seeking the lost. It is divine initiative that brings spiritual sight. And the miracle of the beggar's spiritual sight depended on a seeking Savior. 

Jesus does the seeking, not you, not me. You can't begin to seek God until God has already sought you and revealed Himself to you. The physical miracle and the spiritual miracle were both divine initiative.

You see, in the physical sense, a blind man has no capacity to give himself sight. 

The impotent man has no resource to cure his own disease.

The water has no power to make itself into wine.

The dead pickled fish from the Sea of Galilee don't have the ability to reproduce so they can feed 15 to 20 thousand people. Barley cakes don't reproduce to feed that many either.

Spiritual sight depends on God's initiative and God's power offered in divine and sovereign grace. And it's interesting that no amount of light effects blindness. A blind man in a dark room is a blind man as well as a blind man in daylight. You can pour light into blind eyes and that's not the cure. All the light in the world doesn't make blind eyes see. 

Boy, the Pharisees illustrate that spiritually, don't they? Jesus gave them every bit of light they had, every bit of light He had. They saw all His miracles, heard all His words, watched His person, had all the light He could give and they never saw anything. Man has no capacity. Paul says no man seeks after God; God does the seeking, divine initiative. So, spiritual sight then begins in divine initiative. 

I want to add a footnote here. I like this man because he got cast out. He really stood his ground. He isn't even a disciple, you know. He doesn't even know who Christ is yet. He doesn't even know who the Son of God is. All he knows is Jesus healed my eyes and He must be something and I'm going to stick up for Him. And you know what it does? It cost him everything. They threw him out of the life of Israel. He couldn't attend any religious functions. He had no economic power to buy or to purchase things. He was ostracized from all the social life of his country. His parents didn't want a thing to do with him. This guy paid the supreme price to stay true to a man named Jesus that he didn't even know was the Son of God. Now that is some kind of loyalty. 

And as I began to study over that, I thought to myself, "Boy, does that put most Christians to shame."

We who have received the full revelation of who Christ is, who know every single thing about Him, who have received all of His blessings and all of His mercies and all of the things that He could give us, we have total revelation.

We have a so-called total commitment to Christ and yet we aren't even willing to make such an uncompromising stand that it would cost us something. We are afraid to lose our money, losing our filthy language, losing our friends, losing our life-style and losing our family. We are afraid to lose anything and yet we call ourselves Christians.

And this blind man doesn't compromise. He's got some character. He's got some courage. And even though he doesn't understand all of who Christ is, he is willing to pay whatever cost there has to be paid to be fair and to be true to the one who gave him his sight. There's no place for compromise in the life of a Christian, no place at all for compromise with the world.

Well, Christ asked him an important question. He said, "Dost thou believe on the Son of God?" Now he didn't really know who the Son of God was, and Christ doesn't really tell him now. He just says do you believe on Him? Do you believe on the Son of God? The man had shown boldness. He had shown courage. He was really a tough guy to tangle with. He declared that his teacher was from God. He had declared that his teacher was a prophet. He had declared that Jesus was doing God's will and that He couldn't be from anywhere but God if He did the things He did. He really stood up for Christ. 

And now Jesus says, "Do you believe on the Son of God?" And right there Jesus is beginning to give him revelation. Christ took the initiative. Spiritual sight, begins in divine initiative.

But then the other side of the coin is in verse 36. Sight not only rises in divine initiative, but it requires faith. It's not all of God. We're involved. And verse 36, there's the human side of it. Sure, salvation comes from divine initiative. Spiritual sight comes from divine initiative and God's ability to give it. But we must respond. That's the balance of salvation. Look at it, verse 36. "He answered and said, Who is He, Lord, that I might believe on Him?"

36He answered and said, Who is he, Lord, that I might believe on him?
Boy, I like that. That man is really right there. He is one of the most prepared people I've ever met. That guy is so ready for salvation, it's just a matter of "Lord, what do I do now?" he is literally a little ball of faith waiting to stick somewhere. He just wants to know where do I attach. That's all. 

You contrast that kind of attitude with the Pharisees, see, who didn't want - they knew it all. They had willful unbelief and his unbelief was searching. He wanted to believe. He just wanted to know in what to believe. See, there's different kinds of unbelief. There's that kind of unbelief that's hard, cold, dead, willing, ignorant unbelief. And then there's that kind of searching hungry unbelief that God meets every time. And so, he said, "Show me, where do I go? My faith is ready, just point the object." And he trusts whatever Jesus says.

You know, his faith is the necessary complement to the sovereignty of God. Even though divine initiative brings spiritual sight, even though Christians were chosen before the foundation of the world, even though your name was written in the lamb's book of life before the foundation of the world was ever laid, it is still true that you must respond by personal faith to Jesus Christ. Why Romans 10:9-10, the Apostle Paul says that we must believe in our heart and confess with our mouth the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth, with the mouth confession is made unto righteousness. That's the human side. That's the balance of salvation. It's all in the divine initiative but it demands a response from us. Jesus clearly indicates that.

John 6:38-39 (KJV)
38For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me. 39And this is the Father’s will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day. 40And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day.
Now there you see a very interesting principle. Salvation happens as a result of God granting certain people salvation. Jesus says the Father has given Me certain ones. The Father has given them to Me and I will lose none of them but raise them all at the last day.

Now look at verse 40. That's the will of God, to give Me these and I'll keep them. But look at 40, "This also is the will of Him that sent Me, that everyone who sees the Son and believes on Him may have everlasting life and I'll raise Him up at the last day." You see? So you have those two things, they exist together in Scripture, they're never harmonized, they're both sides of salvation.

The third thing about spiritual sight, it recognizes Christ.

37And Jesus said unto him, Thou hast both seen him, and it is he that talketh with thee. 38And he said, Lord, I believe. And he worshipped him.

The initiator of sight is Christ. The object of faith is Christ. So obviously, anybody who is going to come to Christ has to recognize Him. Anybody who is going to have spiritual sight must recognize Christ.

You say, "Well, how did he do that? I mean, how could he just <snap> recognize Christ? I mean, how could he...right out of the blue...You're it, I know?" You know how? Divine miracle, that's right, divine miracle. Is salvation a divine miracle?

Matthew 16:13-17 (KJV)
13When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? 14And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. 15He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 16And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 17And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.
You know how that blind man could say, "I believe"? God showed him that that was Christ. Removed every trace of doubt in his brain. 

Listen, you come to Jesus Christ with that kind of faith and in no case will He cast you out. He will reveal Himself to anyone who comes with honest eager faith.

1. Spiritual sight rises in divine initiative

2. Spiritual sight requires faith

3. Spiritual sight recognizes Christ … and now

4. Spiritual sight results in worship

38And he said, Lord, I believe. And he worshipped him.

What an interesting thing that is in comparison with verse 59 of chapter 8 where the Pharisees pick up stones to stone Him. Boy, Jesus drives men to the poles, doesn't He? One group's got rocks in their hands and the other one's kneeling at His feet. 

This is a beautiful climax to the history of the blind beggar. And it isn't a tremendous truth that what God begins.

God started with that man and followed him around until He found him again and completed His work. He was sought by the Lord, he was given sight, he went and testified to his friends. Pharisees got him. They turned him out, threw him out of their country. And Jesus found him and he fell at His feet and worshiped Him. 

You know, that should be a spiritual biography for any saved believer, any person who knows Christ. Sought by the Lord, given spiritual sight, went to witness and share it, thrown out of the world, ostracized from the world, sitting at the feet of Jesus Christ. That's really what ought to be our spiritual biography.

Then Jesus contrasts with it spiritual blindness and this we're going to look at and plan to very briefly because it's so obvious. Verse 39 to 41, spiritual blindness, and it has two features:

1. Spiritual blindness receives judgment

2. Spiritual blindness results in doom

John 9:39-41 (KJV)
39And Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this world, that they which see not might see; and that they which see might be made blind. 40And some of the Pharisees which were with him heard these words, and said unto him, Are we blind also? 41Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye should have no sin: but now ye say, We see; therefore your sin remaineth.
First of all, 

John 3:17-21 (KJV)
17For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. 18He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 20For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. 21But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God.
Christ didn't come to judge men. That wasn't the purpose of His incarnation. He came to save men but by the very virtue of His coming to save, some men refuse it and consequently were judged.

If a man doesn't see in Jesus something to love, he's condemned himself.

If a man doesn't see in Jesus something to desire, to trust, to put his faith in, he's condemned himself.

If a man thinks that he knows it all and he doesn't recognize anything in Christ at all, he sees no purpose or rhyme or reason for Christ and denies His claims, that man has judged himself by his own willful blindness.

So though Jesus came not for the expressed purpose of making people blind, the result of His coming was blindness to some, confirming them blind, judgment condemnation.

Now I want you to notice two words at the end of verse 39: made blind. That's a judicial statement. Do you know that Christ came into this world and where He found willful blindness; it was confirmed as judgment? In other words, the man who won't be saved can't be saved.

Matthew 13:13-15 (KJV)
13Therefore speak I to them in parables <speaking of Israel>: because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand. 14And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive: 15For this people’s heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them.
In other words, they've closed their minds, they've closed their eyes, they've closed their ears. They cannot be converted. They've chosen to reject the King of Kings and the Lord of Lord.

Isaiah 6:9-11 (KJV)
9And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not. 10Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed. 11Then said I, Lord, how long? And he answered, Until the cities be wasted without inhabitant, and the houses without man, and the land be utterly desolate,

So, mark it. Spiritual blindness receives judgment by virtue of its own choice.

Matthew 15:12-14 (KJV)
12Then came his disciples, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the Pharisees were offended, after they heard this saying? 13But he answered and said, Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up. 14Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch.
Tremendous shocking statement. Forget them, let them go. That's Jesus...loving, kind, saving, seeking Savior - let them alone.

You have a choice, spiritual sight or spiritual blindness. The result of spiritual sight is worship. The result of spiritual blindness is doom. And I trust that no one will leave this place this morning who does not see spiritually.

Pray
Father, we thank You for Your truth this morning, for clarity with which we see it in Your Word. Lord, we pray fervently with great concern that there would be no people here who would go from this place with such obstinate, hard, cold, prolonged unbelief that they would be in danger of judicial unbelief where You would walk away and say, "Let them alone, they're blind leaders of the blind." Father, work and by Thy Spirit convict, beseech and beg the hearts of men to come to Christ to see the light. Meet the need of eager faith as You promised by revealing of your truth to them. We pray, Lord, that each heart right here in this place this morning shall be set right with You and each spirit shall see Your truth and Your light, we pray it in Christ's name, amen.

