Abiding in Christ - Part 4

John 15:12-16
Friendship with Jesus

The friendship that Christians have with Jesus is absolutely amazing, especially when we realize that we can have a personal, intimate relationship with the Son of God, who is responsible for creating and upholding the universe. It’s overwhelming to grasp the truth of what it means is to be a friend of Jesus Christ.

A man chooses during his life whether he will be the friend of Jesus Christ or the friend of the world. Being a friend of Christ involves fellowship with the Trinity.
In John 15, Jesus talks to his eleven beloved disciples after Judas left to betray Him. The eleven remaining disciples are represented by the abiding branches in the analogy Jesus has shared in the preceding verses of chapter 15. Aware of the impending departure of Jesus, their hearts are filled with sorrow. But Jesus comforts them by telling them they are his personal, intimate, and beloved friends. 

John 15:12-16 (NIV)

12My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command. 15I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit - fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.
Pray
The Condition of Friendship with Jesus

In verse 14, Jesus gives a clear-cut condition for being His friend: “14You are my friends if you do what I command.” The key to being a friend of Jesus is obedience. In fact, obedience is the standard for every relationship with Him.

John 15:10, 10If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands and remain in his love. <The abiding believer is obedient>
1 John 3:9-10, 9No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God’s seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God. 10This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God; nor is anyone who does not love his brother.

Obeying God’s righteous standards and loving our brothers are two of the commands of Jesus. You do not, however, become a child of God by obedience; your obedience gives evidence that you are God’s child. Obedience is the proof that you are intimately connected to Jesus Christ.

John 10:27, Jesus said of the believers who followed Him, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.” Obedience is the standard of a relationship to Jesus Christ. 

John 8:31, 31To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.

In every case where the New Testament talks about a relationship to Jesus Christ, that relationship is made visible by obedience. A true disciple will obey Christ. Obedience is also the mark of a friend of Jesus. The world can tell who we are because we obey Him. 

In John 15:12-16, Jesus gives us five characteristics of his friends. They are not things you must do to become a friend of Jesus; they are the visible evidence that you are his friend. The friends of Jesus:

1. Love each other

2. Know divine truth

3. Are chosen out of this world

4. Bear fruit that remains

5. Have their prayers answered

The idea of all those things belonging to the believer is almost beyond imagination! 

Friends of Jesus Love Each Other

A. The Command About Love (vv. 12, 14)

12My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.

14You are my friends if you do what I command.

The obedient believer is a friend of Jesus who has a sincere love for other believers. Granted there are some exceptions, but John is not concerned about them. Jesus commands us to keep loving each other. A Christian’s love for other Christians is the greatest thing to have in a world that is starving for love. Our hearts should be full of love.

Romans 5:5 (NIV)

5And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out <shed abroad> his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.
Christians experience the love of God. What a tremendous privilege! The true believer will share that love with others. You can’t be a true believer in Christ and not have a love for others.

1 John 2:9-11 (NIV)

9Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his brother is still in the darkness. 10Whoever loves his brother lives in the light, and there is nothing in him to make him stumble. 11But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks around in the darkness; he does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded him.

The true believer doesn’t hate his brother.


1 John 5:1 (NIV)

1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves the father loves his child as well.

A man is saved and becomes a friend of Jesus when he believes that Jesus is the Christ. His love for the Father will also be expressed in his love for Christ and others who have been born again spiritually. There’s no such thing as loving God without loving Christ and other believers. It is characteristic of a true friend of Jesus that he loves the other friends of Jesus. 

1 Thessalonians 4:9 (NIV)

9Now about brotherly love we do not need to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love each other. 

Part of being a believer is loving other believers. In fact, a friend of Jesus would violate his nature in Christ if he didn’t love others. It’s natural for a believer to love the other friends of Jesus; only sin prevents such love.

Although the friends of Jesus fellowship in His love, there are occasionally some flaws in how they express it. Nevertheless, the general pattern of Christians is that they love one other. As we abide in Christ, we experience the fruit of the Spirit, part of which is love. If you don’t love others, the problem is not resolved by conjuring up love yourself. It is resolved only by getting close to Jesus so that love becomes a fruit produced by Him through you, the abiding branch. 

Christ died a substitutionary death, and we are the beneficiaries. We’re not just witnesses of Calvary. We’re the recipients of what was accomplished there; we reap the benefit of His life and willing surrender in death. 

It’s difficult to imagine the kind of love that would die for another, but even the world knows of it to some extent. Charles Dickens, in the classic tale, A Tale of Two Cities, tells us about the character of Charles Darnay, who was caught up in the swirl of the French Revolution. Although personally blameless, he was unjustly found guilty. While in prison to await the guillotine, a friend resembling him by the name Sidney Carton secretly drugged him, exchanged clothes, and took his place at the guillotine the next morning, while friends removed the drugged body of Darnay. His life was spared because his friend died for him. 

That kind of love, the willingness to totally sacrifice oneself, should be common among believers. Certainly it has been seen among missionaries who have died to take the gospel to others. However, some of us don’t even love others enough to give our time to someone, let alone our lives. Sometimes we neglect to share our love with our neighbors who need to know the truth of Jesus Christ, or minister our gifts to other believers who aren’t growing, or give to needs around the world where money is needed for ministries to be carried on. Some of us haven’t even learned to live for others, let alone die for them. Yet Jesus died for us when we hated him. 


Romans 5:7-8 (NIV)

7Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. 8But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

That is the greatest example of sacrificial love for unlovable people. When we begin to love like that, the world is going to be in a state of shock and will listen to our message.

Have you ever given of yourself in a spirit of sacrifice to meet someone else’s need? First John 3:16-18 forces us to examine the depth of our love:

1 John 3:16-18 (NIV)

16This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. <We know God loves us because He laid down the life of His Son for our benefit. If you could ask God how much He loves you, I believe He’d point to a rocky hillside outside Jerusalem and say, “On that hill two thousand years ago My beloved Son died. That’s how much I love you!” At the end of verse 16, John exhorts us to demonstrate that same kind of love> And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. <Are you ready to do that? Do you really care about others that deeply? Have you looked around to see who has spiritual and physical needs and then ministered to them in love? If not, then verses 17-18 are for you> 17If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? 18Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.

If you see a fellow believer with a need you can meet, but don’t, you are failing to express God’s love. We talk about His love so freely, but we are often afraid of going a step further and giving it away. We need to be reminded that the friends of Jesus love each other sacrificially, like He loved them.

Friends of Jesus know divine truth (v. 15)

When I stop to realize that, I am amazed because I am aware of my own intellectual limitations. A Christian can actually know the truths of the universe!

John 15:15 (NIV)

15I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.
The slave could never be a friend because the ancient Greco-Roman culture had reduced the slave to a living tool. His master never told him his goals and desires; he just told him what to do. Slaves serve because they are required to do so to earn their keep. They rarely are concerned about their master’s wishes, but serve out of duty and fear.

But we who are Jesus’ friends are not blindly obeying; we share His heart and purposes. Our greatest desire is are to accomplish God’s will. We’re not working to earn anything; we’re working because it’s our heart’s desire to be a part of His plan, which He’s revealed to us, past, present, and future. 

John 8:31-32 (NIV)

31To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 32Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
Christians have an inside scoop on divine truth! 

John 17:6-8 (NIV)

6“I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. 7Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you. 8For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me.
Jesus said in effect, “Father, everything you told me, I passed on to them.” 

Matthew 13:10-11 (NIV)

10The disciples came to him and asked, “Why do you speak to the people in parables?” 11He replied, “The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but not to them.
The Lord discloses the nature of God’s Kingdom to His friends.

Luke 10:23-24 (NIV)

23Then he turned to his disciples and said privately, “Blessed are the eyes that see what you see. 24For I tell you that many prophets and kings wanted to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.”
For those who are the friends of Jesus, there is an intimacy of knowledge that came from the Father through the Son to us. 


God’s truth has been revealed to us through the Bible. However, not everyone who reads the Bible can discover its truths. Paul tells us that:
1 Corinthians 2:14 (NIV)

14The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.

The friends of Jesus can know divine truth by the indwelling Spirit and the Word of God. We know things that unbelievers are incapable of understanding. Unbelieving philosophers and scientists are like babes in the woods compared to the simplest Christian who is exposed to the revelation of God through the Word and the ministry of the Holy Spirit. Sometimes we take our privilege of knowing divine truth for granted. I don’t think we fully grasp what it is to know the truths of God. 

Jesus never expected his disciples to blindly obey Him. We are friends who are intimately acquainted with His heart’s desires and the goals of His ministry. What a privilege that is for us who are His disciples today! 

Friends of Jesus are specifically chosen:
Friends usually choose each other, but Jesus initiates His friendships. Verse 16 says, “Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you and ordained you, that ye should go.” 

John 15: 16 (NIV)

16You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit - fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.

We are chosen to Salvation (v. 16a)

“You did not choose me, but I chose you”

Jesus is talking about salvation here. The Bible teaches that God has sovereignly chooses those who become saved:

Ephesians 1:4 (NIV)

4For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love

Mark 13:20 (NIV)

20If the Lord had not cut short those days, no one would survive. <Speaking of the Tribulation> But for the sake of the elect, whom he has chosen, he has shortened them.

We are ordained to Service (v. 16b)

John 15: 16b (NIV)

<I> appointed <ordained> you to go

The Greek word translated “appointed” or “ordained” is different from the word translated “chosen.” It means “to appoint for special service” or “to send for a special reason.” In several places in the New Testament, scriptures talk about certain individuals being appointed or ordained. 

Luke 6:13-14 (NIV)

13When morning came, he called his disciples to him and chose twelve of them <Stop>
We know that Jesus chose eleven of them to salvation. Beyond that, He chose them to serve as His particular disciples.

Paul explains those ordained to lead the church:
1 Corinthians 12:28 (NIV)

28And in the church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, also those having gifts of healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of administration, and those speaking in different kinds of tongues.


2 Timothy 1:11 (NIV)

11And of this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher.  

Paul was chosen for certain purposes. Ordination and appointment implies service. 

There’s a difference between being chosen to salvation and being ordained to special service. Verse 16 says that Jesus’ friends are ordained to go. No Christian was ever chosen to stand around and watch. We were chosen to go and tell the world about Christ. The world isn’t about to come to Christ by itself; we have to go to it. The Bible doesn’t say, “Hey, all you in the world, come to church!”

Luke 14:23 (NIV)

23“Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and make them come in, so that my house will be full.

Mark 16:15 (NIV)

15He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.

After His resurrection, Jesus told His followers:

Acts 1:8 (NIV)

8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
Christians have been chosen to go out and reach the world. Christ selected a group of men out of the world of darkness, trained them, loved them as friends, and ordained them to go right back in the world where He found them. What a high calling! Every believer has been chosen for salvation and ordained to special service to be fired right back into the world again to communicate Jesus Christ. 

2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 (NIV)

11With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may count you worthy of his calling, and that by his power he may fulfill every good purpose of yours and every act prompted by your faith. 12We pray this so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Christians have been called and ordained to glorify the name of Jesus Christ in the world by letting God work His perfect will through them. We’re not called to sit; we’re called to go. 

Friends of Jesus bear fruit

John 15:16 (NIV)

16You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit - fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.
One of the fantastic things about the Christian life is that it’s so meaningful. When you go out and communicate the gospel of Jesus Christ to someone who ends up receiving Christ, you have brought about an eternal transaction. The life of an unbeliever has only a limited effect on others.  It cannot compare with the life of a believer, who bears fruit that is eternal. Like the ripples in a pond when a rock is thrown in, your life will ripple throughout all eternity with fruit born in time to the glory of God. That’s exciting! 

We have seen that fruit is being Christlike, praising God, contributing to those in need, communicating spiritual truth, doing good works, and leading others to Christ. Those kinds of fruit have eternal consequences in the lives of others. You may say, “But I don’t have any eternal fruit, I’ve never led anyone to Jesus.” Maybe you never experienced the final result of reaping the harvest, but the Spirit-produced love and joy in your life can be part of the process of planting the truth of God in others. Even believers you helped lead to Christ in some small way can partly be considered your fruit. Or, when you’ve taught someone else the Word of God and enriched their life, enabling them to better glorify God, you have produced eternal fruit.

It’s wonderful to have a life that has such lasting effects. I hope you recognize the significance of your life in Christ; you affect eternity.  A true branch doesn’t produce temporary fruit, but abiding fruit. In 2 Corinthians 5:17, Paul explained the transformation that sharing the gospel can bring about:

2 Corinthians 5:17 (NIV)

17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!

Paul was in the ministry because he had such a tremendous joy in seeing the finished product and knowing it was eternal. The things you do for God never pass away. Only what’s done for Christ will last. The fruit you bear through Him lasts forever.

Revelation 14:13 (NIV)

13Then I heard a voice from heaven say, “Write: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “they will rest from their labor, for their deeds will follow them.”

Believers who have died and gone to heaven will be followed by their works! This is a tremendous truth we need to understand.

Friends of Jesus have their prayers answered

John 15: 16b (NIV)

16b…the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.
A true friend of Jesus has his prayers answered. To pray in Christ’s name simply means to ask for what Jesus would want accomplished. The intent of such praying is not to ask for something so you can “consume it upon your lusts”. When your prayers are aligned with the desires of Jesus Christ, God will answer them.

Those who are the friends of Jesus love each other, know divine truth, have a special calling to go back into the world they’ve been called out of, bear fruit that is eternal, and have their prayers answered as they pray in the name of Christ. These are characteristics of all who know Christ. They are yours because of your position in Christ. These resources are yours, if you are a friend of Jesus.

What about those who are not His friends? Jesus said in Matthew 12:30: “He that is not with me is against me.” Are you searching for love and truth? Are you longing for a meaningful, productive life? Are you searching for supernatural resources for all your needs? Be a friend of Jesus and you’ll have them all. Jesus chooses His friends and if He is calling you to Himself, you need to respond.
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