How To Fight The Good Fight - Part 2

1 Timothy 1:18-19

Let’s open our Bibles this morning for our study of God’s Word again to 1 Timothy chapter 1, 1 Timothy chapter 1. I want to return to verses 18 to 20. And though this is a very brief passage, it seems as though the Spirit of God has filled my hearts with all kinds of things to say relative to the passage. And so we began last week, we’ll continue this week and finish next week on just these three brief verses. But they are rich and they direct our thoughts to things most needful.

1 Timothy 1:18-20 (NIV)
PLEASE STAND
18Timothy, my son, I give you this instruction in keeping with the prophecies once made about you, so that by following them you may fight the good fight, 19holding on to faith and a good conscience. Some have rejected these and so have shipwrecked their faith. 20Among them are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan to be taught not to blaspheme.
Pray
Now the key phrase that we noted last Lord’s Day is at the end of verse 18, “fight a good warfare,” or “fight a noble warfare.” And we reminded you last time that Paul is calling Timothy to the awareness that he is engaged in a war. And in so calling Timothy to that sensitivity, he calls the rest of us as well. We are to understand that our calling is to fight a noble war against the forces of Satan. In the first chapter then he speaks of this war and in the last chapter of this epistle:

1 Timothy 6:12 (NIV)

12Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you made your good confession in the presence of many witnesses.

So beginning the epistle and ending the epistle, he reminds Timothy that he is indeed in a war against the forces of Satan.

Now last Lord’s day as we began to examine just that phrase, we looked at something of the nature of this warfare. We saw that we are engaged as an extension of a battle between God and Satan. Satan having rebelled against God, set about to make war on God to attain his own selfish ends, he fell, not alone, drawing a third of the angels with him. He now has a host of demons who along with him fight against God and the holy angels and men also by virtue of whether they receive Christ or reject Him take sides in the battle as well. So there is a raging cosmic conflict between Satan and God that involves demons and angels and redeemed men and unredeemed men.

Now the sum of all of that for us is that like Timothy and like Paul and like all other believers, we are engaged in an intimate personal conflict with the supernatural enemy of God. And the sooner we understand that, the sooner we can prioritize our lives. We wrestle not against flesh and blood, not a human enemy, but principalities and powers and the rulers of the darkness of this world and spiritual wickedness in the heavenlies. All those are terms describing demons. We are engaged with a supernatural enemy.

No one understood that better than the Apostle Paul who wrote this to Timothy, who wrote what I just quoted from Ephesians 6:12. No one understood it better than he did who in his own testimony says in: 


2 Corinthians 12:7 (NIV)

7To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me.

Paul’s own physical disability, whatever that specifically might have been, he saw as a messenger of Satan to come against him. And so he realized the intimacy of that attack. It had to do with his own physical well being.

1 Thessalonians 2:17-18 (NIV)

17But, brothers, when we were torn away from you for a short time (in person, not in thought), out of our intense longing we made every effort to see you. 18For we wanted to come to you - certainly I, Paul, did, again and again - but Satan stopped us.

Now Paul knew about this intimate warfare. And he calls Timothy here in 1 Timothy chapter 1 to this same conflict, to be aware that he is engaged in a serious spiritual battle. In fact he calls Timothy to fight on the front lines. In effect, Timothy’s task, as outlined in chapter 1, is to confront the false pastors, false elders, false leaders, false teachers in the church at Ephesus and surrounding areas, no doubt, confronting both their doctrine and their ungodly practice. That’s not an easy task. Paul knew it wasn’t an easy task and even though he had given Timothy instruction as to that task when he was with Timothy in Ephesus, he now writes him a letter reinforcing that because he knows it is a difficult task. And he calls Timothy in these three verses by way of a summary to fulfill that task, as if he were a front-line soldier called to a very hot part of the battle to do something very essential for the matter of victory for the whole army. So these three verses sum up Timothy’s responsibility and accountability to this matter of fighting a noble warfare.

Now I want to add that Timothy was mature enough to handle this. He was a product of the personal discipling ministry of the Apostle Paul. He had traveled with Paul. He knew Paul. He had pastored alongside Paul. He had been out there on the front lines as an evangelist and still was called to do the work of an evangelist. He knew what it was to confront an ungodly society. He was strong in doctrine. He was nourished up in the words of good doctrine. He would not be a victim of false teaching. He would not be a victim of heresy or error, he was strong enough, mature enough to know the Satanic lie, the Satanic deception to nail it, to aim at it, to hit the target and to be of use to God in dealing with it. So he is the man that God calls through the expression of the will of the Holy Spirit through Paul to this particular part of the battle.

Now just to remind you of what the issues were, let me remind you of basically two things. They were attacking the truth, that is they were attacking sound doctrine, and they were attacking godliness. Notice, for example, in chapter 2, it seems as though they were even attacking the person of Christ by what Paul says to Timothy:

1 Timothy 2:5-7 (NIV)

5For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6who gave himself as a ransom for all men - the testimony given in its proper time. 7And for this purpose I was appointed a herald and an apostle - I am telling the truth, I am not lying - and a teacher of the true faith to the Gentiles.

Now apparently from that we can ascertain that there was some kind of an attack on the work of Jesus Christ. We find it again indicated in: 


1 Timothy 3:16 (NIV)

16Beyond all question, the mystery of godliness is great: He appeared in a body, was vindicated by the Spirit, was seen by angels, was preached among the nations, was believed on in the world, was taken up in glory.
And there Paul sort of chronicles the life and work of Christ. And again seems to be saying, “Look, this is difficult but this is the truth, the incarnation of God in Christ.”

Paul was asserting the deity of Jesus Christ. So apparently the deity of Christ was under attack, the person of Christ was under attack, the incarnation of God in Christ was under attack, the sufficiency of Christ as the mediator was under attack. There was an attack on Christ.

Furthermore it was not only an attack on Christ but an attack also on the saving gospel of Christ. 

1 Timothy 1:15 (NIV)

15Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners - of whom I am the worst.

Verse 15 of chapter 1, this is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, as if some were not accepting it, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. They may have been advocating some salvation only for the legalistic elite, salvation only for those who can keep a certain standard. And so again we see them attacking the gospel.

Further, that verse 17:

1 Timothy 1:17 (NIV)

17Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.

This is again an affirmation of the only true God. All of these things speak about an attack against sound doctrine.

Then in chapter 4 verse 1 it says they were teaching doctrines of demons that came from seducing spirits and causing some to depart from the true faith, the faith that alone saves. Verse 2, they were speaking lies in hypocrisy.

And so, Timothy is enjoined repeatedly in this epistle to preach sound teaching as over against the unsound teaching. So here were these men who had risen to the heights of leadership and they were teaching lies, teaching lies about Christ, teaching lies about His saving gospel. And they were in a place of authority with all the right credentials.

Now the second thing that we see in 1 Timothy is not only an attack on the truth about Christ and His work but also an attack on the virtue of life that is godly living and biblical morality. 


1 Timothy 1:5-7 (NIV)

5The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith. <They don’t have any integrity of character. They’re not pure. Their consciences are not clear> 6Some have wandered away from these and turned to meaningless talk. 7They want to be teachers of the law, but they do not know what they are talking about or what they so confidently affirm.

But they’ve turned aside from those things and they may well be being described in verses 9 and 10 as lawless, disobedient, ungodly sinners, unholy profaned murderers of fathers and mothers, man slayers, fornicators, homosexuals, kidnappers, liars, perjurers and so forth. 


1 Timothy 1:9-11 (NIV)

9We also know that law is made not for the righteous but for lawbreakers and rebels, the ungodly and sinful, the unholy and irreligious; for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers, 10for adulterers and perverts, for slave traders and liars and perjurers—and for whatever else is contrary to the sound doctrine 11that conforms to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, which he entrusted to me.

Their morality matched their doctrine. It was in error as was their theology. They like those of whom we read in verse 19 had shipwrecked the faith. In other words, they had perverted doctrine and purity of life. That’s the point. And that’s where the attack was coming.

So you have two things, error and evil, error as to Christ and evil as to practice. And Timothy is called to confront this at high places.

Now in the midst of this fiery conflict, what is it that Timothy has to understand? Well, he has to understand his responsibility and his accountability to three sources: the church, the Lord and then to the blasphemers, or enemies themselves. We’ll get into the third one next week. I want you to look at the two, first two this morning. First of all, and for Timothy and us as well, we learn the same lesson here.

In order to win, in order to fight the good fight the way it ought to be fought, we have to first understand our responsibility and accountability to the church. And that’s what he says to Timothy off the beginning of verse 18.

1 Timothy 1:18 (NIV)

18Timothy, my son, I give you this instruction in keeping with the prophecies once made about you, so that by following them you may fight the good fight
So the first thing is Timothy’s responsibility and accountability to the church.

And let me show you what I mean by that. Paul says this, 18Timothy, my son, I give you this instruction in keeping with the prophecies once made about you, so that by following them you may fight the good fight. Now all of those refer to the church. Paul as an Apostle in the church commands Timothy to carry out a commission given to him by that same Apostle and confirmed by those who had the gift of prophecy in the church. He has a responsibility to those within the church who were led by the Spirit of God to call him into the ministry to fulfill that ministry.

First of all let’s look at the command. The word “charge” in the Authorized is “command.” It refers to a military command, a military command. It’s used in chapter 1 in that way, it’s used here that way. It is a military command. It is not something that is discussed, it is something that is given as an order to be carried out. Timothy is under military obligation. And this is not new. Will you look at chapter, I should say this is not isolated, this is not isolated. Chapter 5 verse 21, Paul says using a different Greek term, but the same meaning, 5:21, “I command you,” speaking to Timothy, “before God and the Lord Jesus Christ and the elect angels that you observe these things.” Now that’s pretty strong stuff. I command you and I hold you accountable to God and Christ and the holy and elect angels.

Chapter 6 verse 12, he says fight the good fight, and so forth. And then in verse 13, “I command you,” and here he does use the same word as in chapter 1, “I command you in the sight of God who makes all things alive.” Then verse 14, “That you keep this commandment without spot and unrebukable until the appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ.” So he is commanding Timothy like a general would command a colonel, he is commanding him to do this.

Now I love that because this puts Timothy’s responsibility in the category of duty, duty. Now when I say that word, immediately I realize there are many people who don’t understand that. Duty? That’s not a word we like to talk about. We don’t know anything about that today. In Christianity we know about freedom. We know about spiritual success. We talk about joy and peace. We talk about fulfillment. We talk about sort of satisfaction from the spiritual end. Very indulgent but we know very little about duty, very little about duty. And that’s part of what’s been built into our culture and it’s found its way into the church. We are an undisciplined culture. We are an utterly self-indulgent culture. And so what we have gained in the church is a lot of people whose personal preoccupation is self-indulgence. And whatever makes them feel good and whatever they particularly want to do or don’t want to do governs their life. They know nothing of duty, very little of duty. We are not a duty-bound people in our thinking.

There’s very little understanding of that in contemporary Christianity. That’s not a popular thing to just do your duty. For some people, I’m sure it’s a wonder that they show up for church. You have a duty to worship God, be faithful.

I’m thinking of adding to our New Membership Class a covenant they sign to be here Sunday morning and a mid-week Bible Study, spend diligent time in prayer and the study of the word of God and share Christ with people. I feel that Christians have a duty to worship God and to assemble with His redeemed people and to use their spiritual gifts in ministry and to participate in prayer and fellowship and so forth and so on. I would wonder what would happen if we made that a condition of coming to the Alliance Community Church. You had to come Sunday morning, spend diligent time in prayer and in the study of the Word and share Christ with people. How many people would be duty bound to fulfill that? Or how many people would be instantly in one week disqualified? In America, we know little of the word duty.

This is the criteria as to how we choose people to be in leadership. If you can’t be at the Sunday morning service and grow along with the church and hear the Word of God spoken, you shouldn’t be serving in the church because you don’t know where we are. You don’t know where we’re going. You can’t reinforce what the Spirit of God is teaching us and you’re not moving along in your spiritual development and growth in response to what the Word of God is teaching you. And I don’t believe I’m here just because like to be here, I believe I’m here teaching the Word of God because that’s God’s desire for His people.

I know there are some people who can hardly make it to the service. They come to a class and go to breakfast. Well, I realize that water seeks its own level and there are some people who are just a little bit shallow in the spiritual dimension but somewhere along the line, somebody needs to come to grips with duty if they’re going to come to the end of their life and have anything to show for it throughout eternity for the glory of God. It’s a matter of duty.

Look with me at Luke 17:7 and that’s, this is an extension of what Paul is saying, but Luke at Luke 17, a sort of bypassed passage, I’m quite confident, in fact, you may find that apart from reading through the Scripture, you’ve never thought about this passage or haven’t in a long time. But listen to what it says: 

Luke 17:7-10 (NIV)

7“Suppose one of you had a servant plowing or looking after the sheep. Would he say to the servant when he comes in from the field, ‘Come along now and sit down to eat’? 8Would he not rather say, ‘Prepare my supper, get yourself ready <that is to say put on proper clothes> and wait on me while I eat and drink; after that you may eat and drink’? <I mean, that’s what a servant is. You come, you serve me and then you can do it> 9Would he thank the servant because he did what he was told to do? <I think not, Jesus says> 10So you also, when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done our <what> duty.’”
Our duty, don’t give me an honorary degree, don’t hail me as a hero, I just did my duty. I mean, what ever happened to just doing your duty? Just fulfilling your spiritual disciplines for the glory of God?

Paul knew much of that. In Acts 26, Paul speaks of when he was confronted by the Lord Jesus Christ on the Damascus Road. He is giving his testimony to Agrippa and he says

Acts 26:19 (NIV)

19“So then, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient <he was obedient> to the vision from heaven.

Paul knew that Jesus Christ had made him a minister and an Apostle to the Gentiles. And he says I was not disobedient. Paul knew all about duty. 


1 Corinthians 9:16 (NIV)

16Yet when I preach the gospel, I cannot boast, for I am compelled to preach. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel!

I am duty bound. I am under divine obligation to use my gift and fulfill my calling.

And you remember back in Exodus chapter 4 when God gave His duty to Moses and Moses started equivocating and backing out and bowing down and saying, “Oh, I can’t do that, I can’t do this, I can’t speak,” and so forth and so on, and the Lord was very angry with Moses because he wanted to shirk that which was a divine duty.

God gave that duty to Isaiah. God gave that duty to Jeremiah. God gave that duty to Ezekiel. God gave a duty to Jonah. You remember what Jonah did with his duty? Went the other direction and wound up in a disaster because of it.

Every preacher and every servant of the Lord is in one way or another duty bound. And I wish we had, I wish we had a society of disciplined people, of people who understood spiritual duty, not just the whims and the will and the wishes of weak-kneed spineless contemporary mentality. Every preacher is under command. 


2 Timothy 4:1-2 (NIV)

1In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: 2Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage - with great patience and careful instruction. <Preach the Word>
I’ll tell you, I’d like to give that command to a lot of folks. I meet sometimes people who are in the ministry and they don’t preach the Word. They preach this and that and this and the other thing. I’ve heard people who said that they were in a church where all they ever got was book reviews and contemporary analysis. And if these people were truly called, you want to command them. On the other hand, sometimes I meet young men and they say, 

Look at Ezekiel 33 and I’ll show you something I think is sad but true. It reflects on this same thought. You remember what Paul said to Timothy, 2Preach the Word; be prepared <what> in season and out of season That means when it’s welcome and when it’s not welcome, whether they like it or don’t like it. And I want you to see what really is a sad thing. 


Ezekiel 33:30-32 (NIV)

30“As for you, son of man, your countrymen are talking together about you by the walls and at the doors of the houses, saying to each other, ‘Come and hear the message that has come from the LORD.’ <The people are all getting together and say, ”Oh, let’s go down hear that prophet, boy, that poor guy is down there giving that message from the Lord, let’s go down and hear him.” They’re really not for him, they’re against him, it says, but they want to go down and hear him, he’s a novelty, so let’s go hear him. Let’s hear what he has to say> 31My people come to you, as they usually do, and sit before you to listen to your words <So you’ve got a mixed multitude. You’ve got the ones who are there and they’re taking in the Word of God and then you’ve got these others, and they sit there and they hear your words>, but they do not put them into practice <They’re not interested in responding. They won’t do them>. With their mouths they express devotion, but their hearts are greedy for unjust gain. <They’re interested in their bank account and their stocks and bonds and houses and cars and land and growth and success and worldly things. And with their mouth, oh, they tell you such nice things, “Wonderful sermon, pastor, great oh we just enjoy it,” but they don’t do what you say> 32Indeed, to them you are nothing more than one who sings love songs with a beautiful voice and plays an instrument well <I mean, it’s very nice>, for they hear your words but do not put them into practice.

They like to hear you, oh, you’re a curiosity, Ezekiel, but they don’t do what you say. He preached his whole ministry to people like that. But he preached faithfully <why> because he was under the command of God. He was under command.

Now let’s go back to 1 Timothy. That’s exactly what Paul is saying to him. “I command you.” And on what basis am I commanding you? I’m commanding you on the basis of the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. I speak for God. I command you.

Men and women don’t listen today. They were there in Ezekiel’s time; they were surely there in the Ephesian church because they didn’t listen. And there are many today and even in this room who won’t listen and obey God’s Word.

Isaiah 6:9 (NIV)

9 … <God said to Isaiah>, “Go and tell this people: “‘Be ever hearing, but never understanding; be ever seeing, but never perceiving.’

They won’t listen. Their eyes will be blind. Their ears will be deaf. Their hearts will be fat and they won’t listen. And it’s true. You preach your heart out and they don’t listen. In fact, preaching today is somewhat depreciated, especially if you just preach the Bible all the time. People accuse me and others who do that of being very narrow minded. Poor Bob Shields, he has tunnel vision, he’s such a one-dimensional person.

But, you know, when you go to preach the Word of God, even though there’s sort of, I suppose, an initial agreement to Scripture, you start to preach it and people start backing off real fast. Well, we live in a day of media mentality, you know, if you’re going to preach, I mean, make it interesting. Concentrate on the worship. Make the music exciting and worshipful and then tell me what God is going to do for me.

People want a sort of pop-psychology out of the pulpit, not the Word of God. And there are a lot of people giving them pop-psychology. But the command to Timothy was very simple, the command is to fight the noble war against the foes of Satan, the foes identified with Satan and that’s going to be using the Word of God. And that’s why all the way through the epistle of 1 Timothy, he says you’ve got to nourish up in sound doctrine, so you have a command. In spite of what men say, in spite of what their faces look like, in spite of the fact they come along, shake your hand, say how nice you are, think you sound great and don’t do what you say, you keep doing it. And you call for the duty that God would have you call for.

So the first thing Paul gives is a command, the second thing in Timothy’s relationship to the church that was his commission, his commission. Look what he says and the second main verb here, I give <command - verb> you this instruction <noun>. This command I entrust or commit to you. Now here he takes another dimension of this and he says not only do you have a command but you also have a commission. I entrust you with this.

The word for instruction is <para ti them i> is a word for a deposit you put in a bank, it’s a valued deposit. Paul gave to Timothy a valued deposit, a valuable deposit. What was it? It was a deposit of the truth of God’s Word. It was a deposit of truth that is more valuable than anything. 


2 Timothy 2:2 (NIV)

2And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others.

I entrusted it to you, you keep it and entrust it to others. He repeatedly told Timothy to keep care of that sacred trust. 


1 Timothy 1:11 (NIV)

11<Paul speaks of> the glorious gospel of the blessed God, which he entrusted to me. <And of course, he got it from Jesus>

Paul then took that trust that he had from Jesus of sound doctrine, that gospel, that biblical truth and passed it on to Timothy. At the end of the epistle: 


1 Timothy 6:20 (NIV)

20Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to your care. Turn away from godless chatter and the opposing ideas of what is falsely called knowledge,

So, Timothy had a command and he had a commission. He had a military command to fulfill his calling and a commission of doctrine with which to fulfill that calling. And we must be true to the historic faith, watch out for people who have something new. Jesus gave a trust of truth to Paul. And Paul gave a trust to Timothy. And Timothy gave it to faithful men who gave it to others also. And that same deposit of truth has come down to us and when you hear somebody come along who has got a theology that no one has ever heard of, run the other direction. This is an ancient trust to be preserved. Watch out for those who have new truths. If it sounds like it’s new, it can’t be true. Check it out.

Thirdly, there is not only a command to obey and a commission to fulfill but there is a confirmation to live up to.

1 Timothy 1:18-20 (NIV)

18Timothy, my son, I give you this instruction in keeping with the prophecies once made about you …

Now this command and this commission, this calling of Timothy was confirmed through prophecies. Now prophecy, the gift of prophecy, or the New Testament prophet mentioned so often in the book of Acts, the New Testament prophet and the gift of prophecy, you can read about that in 1 Corinthians 12, that gift and that prophet were used by God to speak the will and the Word of God in the early church. The gift itself is a gift or proclamation. I feel I have the gift of prophecy that is I speak forth the Word of God. When I use that gift, I don’t speak revelation from God. I’m not getting direct revelation from God Himself. I speak revelation from the Word of God. But when the Word was not written, God gave them direct revelation. God gave them direct words to speak for Him.

Now the Apostles spoke doctrine usually. That’s why doctrine was called the Apostles’ doctrine, whereas the prophets would speak the practical issues of the church. And if you go through the book of Acts, you can see the practical ministry of the prophets bringing the Word of God to a given situation in the church. Not so much doctrine as what is needed to express the will of God for the life of that church in a practical way.

Now these prophets, we don’t know who they were, they’re plural, the prophecies are plural, we don’t know where this happened, but he says the prophecies, and then he uses an interesting verb <made about you>, it actually means “leading the way to you.” Now the fact that he says “prophecies leading the way to you” indicates to us that there probably were more than one person and the prophecies kept directing attention to Timothy. And finally they culminated in: 


1 Timothy 4:14 (NIV)

14Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through a prophetic message when the body of elders laid their hands on you.

So the elders laid their hands confirming Timothy to the ministry because God Himself through the voice of the prophets through prophecies had articulated Timothy’s ministry.

Beloved, may I say to you that I think we need to regrip the thought that anyone who serves the Lord Jesus Christ in the role of an elder and a pastor, anyone who serves in terms of leadership articulating the truth of God is under command, commission and should be under confirmation of the church. That’s so important that we are affirmed and assured that they represent the Lord. And they should be those who understand that they are called to do their spiritual duty, they are entrusted with biblical truth, they are entrusted with the Word of the living God and the Word is sufficient. And then the church comes alongside and says yes. This was Timothy’s responsibility and accountability to the church. He was commanded through the Apostle, he was commissioned through the Apostles’ doctrine, and he was confirmed by prophets who gave prophecies and the laying on of hands of the elders, he had responsibility and accountability to the church to use his gift and war the noble war.

And I find myself in this same position, though in a different way called. I’m under mandate by God to do my duty. I have been given a tremendous trust through generations of people before me who gave me the truth of God. I am confirmed by the church. I remember well my ordination time. I remember facing other pastors and answering questions for hours and hours. I remember the result and confirmation that my call indeed was legitimate to the ministry. And off I went to fulfill that responsibility as affirmed by the church.

And there are times, beloved, in the distress of battle that that’s all you have to hang on to. There are times when you say, “I’m not happy with the way it’s going, I’m not happy with a lot of things. I’m weary in the battle. I’m tired of the fight. I’m tired of people who come and go and come and listen and do nothing about it. I just want a vacation to get away from it all. I want to get out.” And all you’ve got to fall back on is the fact that you’re called, you’re commissioned, you’re commanded and you’re confirmed and you have no choice.

And then just briefly a look at that second point. In order for us to win the war, the noble war, we have to know our responsibility and accountability to the Lord, not only to the church but also to the Lord.

Look at verse 19, 19holding on to faith and a good conscience. Stop at that point. And there we’re back to those same two things: holding on to faith and a good conscience. These are the same two things we discovered when we win the war within ourselves.

And Paul continually puts these two things together throughout this epistle. The first one, holding on to faith means believing in the truth. In other words, hold onto true doctrine and believe in it. We could say it means commitment to believing the truth of God.

Remember from last week?

2 Corinthians 10:4-6 (NIV)

4The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. <You can’t use your own intellect, you can’t use your own wisdom, your own natural talents> On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. 5We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive <and here’s the key> every thought to make it obedient to Christ. <Would you underline that in your Bible? To the obedience of Christ>
You want to know something, people? You know what the weapons of our warfare are? I’m going to give it to you as straight as Paul gave it. The weapons of our warfare can be reduced to one thing, what is it? Obedience. They’re not mystical. The weapons of our warfare are not human intellect, human prowess, human ability, human skill, human ingenuity, the weapons of our warfare are reduced to obedience, obedience.

Paul says you can’t swerve from the truth. You can’t abandon the truth of God. And so, our obligation to the Lord in the fulfillment of our ministry is to stay true to the Word of God and then to have a good conscience and we have a good conscience when we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.

A good conscience simply means a conscience that is pure, a conscience that is undefiled. Remember we said that the conscience is the self-judging faculty that is in everyone that tells you whether your life is right or wrong. And when you have a good conscience, your conscience is saying good, good, good, you’re doing well, that’s fine. It’s a conscience that is void of offense toward God. It’s a satisfied conscience, a conscience at rest. It is a conscience that says all things are well, all things are right.

So what are we saying then? Your obligation to God then is to hold the truth and a pure life. So we’re back to the two key words in these epistles: doctrine and godliness. You remember I told you that when we first started the study, the two key words would be doctrine and godliness, truth and purity, faith and a good conscience, same thing, just different ways to say the same thing.

Now this is the character of one who wins the spiritual victory. Now let me say something as we draw this together. Sound teaching and pure living go together. There is an inseparable link between truth and morality, between right belief and right behavior.

If you are not in church every Sunday to hear God’s Word, if you do not have a pattern of studying God’s Word and if you do not have a heart to obey God’s Word, then you will not obey the command to be conformed to the likeness of Jesus Christ according to Romans 8:29. If this is your path, may God have mercy upon your soul because God has spoken to you during the time of Ezekiel, the time of Isaiah, Jonah and Jeremiah, Paul, Timothy and even here today. You are ever hearing, but never understanding; ever seeing, but never perceiving.

If however, your path is to faithfully attend a Bible preaching church every Sunday, if your path is to faithfully study God’s Word and if your path is to have a heart to obey God’s Word and listen to your conscience, then you can look forward to the joyous commendation from our Lord:

Matthew 25:23 (NIV)

23… ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’

The choice is yours. Only you and God know the truth about your life. 

1 Timothy 1:18-20 (NIV)

18Timothy, my son, I give you this instruction in keeping with the prophecies once made about you, so that by following them you may fight the good fight, 19holding on to faith and a good conscience.
Pray
Gracious Father, we feel like we have stood on holy ground again.

While your heads are bowed in just a closing moment, there is a war and you’re on one side or the other. And Jesus said, He that is not with Me is against Me. And if you have not committed yourself in obedience to Christ, you’re against Him. How long will you do that?

We remember the flood that came upon the civilization of Noah, they were warned and warned and warned and warned and they did not listen to the cries. The Scripture says, Now is the day of salvation. We don’t know, we never know how much time we have. And each of us knows the pattern of our life. And Jesus said, He that is not with Me is against Me.

Please let me know if I can help you.
In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.
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