Cornerstones For Christian Living - Part 3

1 Peter 5:5-14

This morning as we come to our sacred time, really, in the Word of God, a time when the Spirit of God speaks directly through revelation to us, as we learn His Word and as we endeavor to elucidate its meaning, it’s our prayer that the Spirit of God may ennoble us even to more faithful fulfillment of the task to which we have been called. And I know that was on Peter’s heart as he wrote to the dear saints who were the recipients of his letter.

We’re looking then This morning at 1 Peter chapter 5, our last look in this epistle. The section before us actually began in verse 5 and concludes at the end in verse 14. In this our third study of these verses, we’ve used the title, “Cornerstones for Christian Living.”

1 Peter 5:5-14 (NIV)
PLEASE STAND
5Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 6Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. 7Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 8Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 9Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings. 10And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 11To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen. 12With the help of Silas, whom I regard as a faithful brother, I have written to you briefly, encouraging you and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand fast in it. 13She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you her greetings, and so does my son Mark. 14Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace to all of you who are in Christ.

Pray
As we begin, let me just say to you by way of a general observation that we live in a time when there is a prevailing mindlessness in the church. We could consider the church as today as having a spirit of anti-intellectualism, and I don’t mean that in an academic way, I mean that in a spiritual way, in a biblical way. The church has in many ways fallen victim to the New Age Movement. The New Age Movement is nothing more than a newly clad form of Hindu-mysticism. If you know anything about Hindus, you know they believe in everything and they believe in nothing. They are characterized as mystics in the sense that they make no distinction between fantasy and reality. The natural and the supernatural blend into some kind of blur. That characterizes the New Age Movement that is an anti-intellectual movement; it’s an anti-content movement that wants only to speak about experiences and mystical experiences at that, that knows little difference between what is real and what is fantasy.

It is the product of a weak theology and the product of an incompetent handling of the Word of God. The bottom line is you have people looking for experience. That experience knows little or no biblical definition.

These kinds of things have produced a sort of mindless Christianity that is in fact the direct opposite of everything that God has designed for His church. God never intended that His people would somehow connect up with Him or worship Him without the use of their minds and without basing that relationship upon a very clear and precise understanding of truth.

Psalm 32:8-9 (NIV)

8I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you and watch over you. 9Do not be like the horse or the mule, which have no understanding but must be controlled by bit and bridle or they will not come to you.

There is no virtue in not understanding. There is no virtue in a lack of information. There is no premium on not knowing.

Psalm 73:22 (NIV)

22I was senseless and ignorant; I was a brute beast before you.

Senselessness and ignorance before God is considered to be that which is characteristic of an animal, not a man. You remember these familiar words in the prophecy of Isaiah:

Isaiah 1:18 (NIV)

18“Come now, let us reason together,” says the LORD …

Jeremiah 4:22 (NIV)

22“My people are fools; they do not know me. They are senseless children; they have no understanding …

In Hosea the prophet says in chapter 4 what would sum up a very important truism:

Hosea 4:6 (NIV)

6my people are destroyed from lack of knowledge.

God has never put a premium on mindlessness, just the opposite, just the opposite.

I have said repeatedly that our services are not geared to be seeker sensitive. 


Acts 2:42-47 (NIV)

42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.
Acts 2:44-47 (NIV)

42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. 44All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 46Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.
Acts 6: 4 (NIV)

4and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.”

Romans 3:11 (NIV)

11there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God.

Turn for a moment to Philippians chapter 1 and let me remind you of some verses there.


Philippians 1:9-11 (NIV)

9And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 10so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, 11filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ - to the glory and praise of God.

Going through that backwards, we are to be filled with the fruit of righteousness so that we may be sincere and blameless. To do that, we must approve the things that are excellent and to approve the things that are excellent, we must have real knowledge and all discernment.

And this is what the church is to be about:

1. The devotion of ourselves to the teaching of the Word of God.

2. The breaking of bread in Communion that we are remembering today.

3. The ministry of prayer.

4. The indwelling of the fellowship of believers.

5. Praising God.

6. The lifting up of the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

2 Peter 1:5 (NIV)

5For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; <knowledge>
Now I just say this by way of reminder. We are called to know. We are called to use our minds, to understand the truth of the revelation of God. Not to engage ourselves and let experience determine our truth, not to be caught up in mysticism but that is ever becoming the mode of operation of the church today. It’s a sad testimony of the church today that there is rarely a need for anything above your collar button.

We’re not here to make you feel, we are here to make you think because proper action and proper response comes with proper understanding. Christianity is a matter of the mind. Do I need to remind you how the Bible describes the mind of the sinner, the mind of the unregenerate, the mind of the one without God?

In Romans 1:28 it says he has a depraved mind.

In 2 Corinthians 4:4 it says he has a blinded mind.

In Ephesians 4:17 he has a futile mind, or an empty mind, or a useless mind.

In Colossians 1:21 he has a mind that is it is alienated from God.

So the unregenerate man has a depraved mind, a blind mind, a futile mind, an alienated mind that can be summed up as a mind of the flesh. He can’t think properly. He cannot understand the things of God, they’re foolishness to him. But on the other hand, the New Testament tells us about the mind of the believer.

In 1 Corinthians 2:16 it says, But you have the mind of Christ. We have a Christlike mind.

In Romans 12:1-2 it says we have a renewed mind.

In 2 Timothy 1:7 it says God has given us a sound mind.

My friends, the purpose of preaching and the purpose of teaching is to pour truth into your mind, to pour it in your mind in a persuasive way, to pour it into your mind in a convicting way, to pour it into your mind in a clear and precise and definitive way. That is its purpose. So that truth continually poured into your mind somehow becomes part of you as the food that you eat becomes part of the body and the life and the energy by which you life, so does the truth. My goal is to give you truth that translates into strength, translates into action, translates into beauty and translates into usefulness. That’s why we’re here.

And what that truth poured into you does is create attitudes. It finally becomes so mixed with your thought patterns that it begins to generate attitudes and those attitudes control your behavior. And if you have a mindless Christianity and if you do not hear precise clear truth from the Word of God brought to you persuasively, then you will not have a clear mind and you will not have the truth that translates into action, translates into attitude. And so it’s crucial that you expose yourself to truth. And what I do on Sunday mornings is impart truth to people so that once received in its clarity and in its impact, it begins to cultivate attitudes.

It’s a very simple formula, (1) receive truth and (2) as truth begins to take over your thinking patterns it creates attitudes. Receiving truth cultivates proper attitudes. And as Peter closes out this epistle of truth, he reminds all of us what those proper attitudes are. Those attitudes become just a part of the expression of your personality. They become almost involuntarily the way you respond and they dictate how you act. So Peter here is talking about attitudes and he gives us at the last part of this wonderful little epistle a list of Mature Christian Attitudes. This is what the preacher wants to produce. This is what the teacher wants to produce.

The first one we noted in verse 5 was an attitude of submission, Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older.

The second one we noted was an attitude of humility. He says in verse 5, All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another. Verse 6 says, 6Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand. The attitude of submission attacks self-promoting pride. The attitude of humility attacks self-love which is what the world is selling and even many churches today.

The third attitude is in verse 7, an attitude of trust where you 7Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. This attitude attacks self-independence. So call to trust God is the one who cares and has the power to do something about it.

Fourthly, we noted an attitude of self-control in verse 8. Be self-controlled and alert really means to be self-controlled. This calls for a well-disciplined life, self- restraint, discipline of the heart and the mind against the intoxicating allurements of the world. Self-control is really mind control. So, the attitude of submission, humility, trust and self-control.

Fifthly, and this is where we left off, Peter says you must develop an attitude of vigilance or vigilant defense. Verse 8, 8 Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. You have to have an attitude of vigilant defense.

You’ve got a very serious situation, you better be on the alert, he says in verse 8. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. That is a serious issue, a very serious issue. What are we going to do about it, Lord? How we going to prevent this? Now the question that I want to answer very briefly now is how do we deal with it? Do we have to go to a seminar? Do we have to attend the bootcamp? Do we have to have a Planning Session and find out how we can battle demons? Do we have to plan a cosmic warfare strategy? Or get eaten by the devil for breakfast, lunch and dinner? What do we do?

Somebody says, “I know, we have to, we have to bind him.” Oh? What do you mean bind him? “Well we have to tie him up.” How you going to do that? “Well you say these words, they tell us, ‘Satan, I bind you.’“ You hear them say that? And are we to believe that as soon as somebody says that he goes, “Oops, that did it. Boy, now I’m stuck?”

We might even want to ask how long a binding lasts. We might even want to ask, is he only bound in regard to me or does that bind him in regard to everybody? And if it could bind him in regard to everybody, then why doesn’t one of us just once and for all say, “Satan, you’re bound for everybody for good?” That would just end it all.

Do you realize there are people in Matthew 7 who say, “Lord, Lord, have we not cast out demons in Your name? And He says to them, what?, I never knew you, who are you?”


Matthew 7:22-23 (NIV)

22Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?’ 23Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’

Now Satan will be bound but there’s only one person who can do that.

Revelation 20:1-3 (NIV)

1And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in his hand a great chain. 2He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. 3He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were ended. After that, he must be set free for a short time.

Before that binding and after that binding he is loose. And there is no reason to assume anything else. Only Jesus Christ can dispatch a holy angel to bind him. Peter said, Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. And I’ll promise you, if Peter was into contemporary spiritual warfare, he would have said, “I bind you, Satan.” But he didn’t because he couldn’t.

Let’s go back to our text and find out how we are to deal with our adversary.

What Peter says is so simple and so direct. Verse 8; be alert. Be alert, watch your surroundings. Keep your eyes open. Be watchful. Satan can be defeated. He has already been vanquished by Christ. He can be in Christ defeated in the believer’s life as well. Be alert. Watch your surroundings, watch your relationships. Take stock of the potential temptation.

Second thing he says, and here’s where we really get to it, verse 9, resist him.

James 4:7 (NIV)

7… Resist the devil, and he will <what> flee from you.

The word resist means to stand up against, to take your stand against. 

9Resist him, <You say, “How do you do that?” I love this> standing firm in the faith

How do you deal with the devil? Mystically? Devil, I bind you? Demons, I tie you up? How do you deal with the devil? Firm in the faith. He is a deceiver, he is a liar and what you have to deal with him is truth and obedience to that truth. We are to be firm in our trust in God and firm in the Christian faith that is revealed in truth?” And the answer is yes, both. Trusting God and living in accord with His truth. Isn’t that so simple? So simple. You’ve got this formidable enemy prowling around wanting to chew you up and devour you, how you going to deal with him? Stand against him. How do you stand against him? Firm in the faith, the revealed Word of God which has told you all about God so that you can be firm in your faith in God. That’s the issue.

Look at 2 Corinthians chapter 10. Second Corinthians chapter 10: 


2 Corinthians 10:3-5 (NIV)

3For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. <There’s no physical strategy against Satan. There’s no mental strategy against Satan. There’s no verbal strategy against Satan. You can’t say words and make him run. We don’t war according to the flesh> 4The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. <The contrast between the flesh and the divine, between the human and God. And we don’t battle Satan with human plans, human ingenuity or human words but with a divinely powerful expression of God. What is that?> 5We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.

And this is the key. Everything becomes captive to the truth and obedience to the truth. As I know the truth, as I obey the truth, Satan is resisted. And whatever enemy comes against me becomes captive as I stand on the truth, as I obey the truth. 


1 Timothy 1:18-19 (NIV)

18Timothy, my son, I give you this instruction in keeping with the prophecies once made about you, so that by following them you may fight the good fight, <And here’s how - by> 19holding on to faith and a good conscience …

What does that mean? Holding on to the faith which is the truth, the faith, the Christian faith, the revealed truth and a good conscience means that you’ve not only believed the truth, you’ve <what?> you’ve obeyed it and your conscience isn’t accusing you, same principle.

How do you fight the good fight? Beloved, there’s only one way to resist the devil and that is to know the truth, to believe the truth, to stand on the truth, to obey the truth. And when you do that, you stand against him and he <what>, he flees from you. What you say is immaterial. There’s no other formula for this.

Now in order to deal with the scheming deception of Satan and in order to stand firm, God’s Word says for us to stand firm, it never says attack Satan, it says stand firm. It never says go after and chase him down, it says stand firm and resist him.

Then Peter adds this so beautifully. In verse 9, Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings. Does that help? What’s he saying? Hey, in the middle of this you’re not <what> alone. You’re really not. The whole brotherhood, the whole Christian community is going through this, suffering is a way of life as God is accomplishing His holy perfecting work in you. Just look at the goal, he says, and realize everybody’s in it. I know, sometimes you feel like you’re out there alone, sometimes you feel the battlements of hell coming after you. Sometimes it’s so subtle you don’t even notice it. We meet temptation with truth, with what the Word of God says. We meet temptation with confidence in the power of our God. We meet temptation with prayer. And when you resist him in the armor of God and take your stand, he flees. So Peter says you’re not alone, everybody’s going through it.

Wherever he comes from and in whatever form and manner, the solution is the same spiritual weapons: stand in and obey the Word of truth and trust God. And in my trust in God I go to prayer and I let the commander fight the battle. If I know the truth and obey the truth and commit my life to God, I stand strong.

So, fundamental attitudes, submission, humility, trust, self-control, vigilant defense. Listen very carefully, the next are going to be rapid fire. Number six, an attitude of hope, an attitude of hope.

Verse 10, 10And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. Here’s another attitude, beloved. We are to live with the understanding that God’s purpose realized in the future requires some pain in the present. I’ll say that one again, God’s purpose realized in the future involves some pain in the present.

Peter is saying that if you could only understand what the spiritual warfare is doing for you, you would appreciate it instead of resenting it. After all, nothing can separate you from the love of Christ. Nothing can change that. So all the suffering that comes here is just to strengthen you, to establish you, to confirm you, to perfect you, to make you more the man and woman of God that you should be. 


Romans 8:28 (NIV)

28And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.

You say, “Now why should we have the attitude of hope?” Because in the midst of my suffering I have hope in what I am becoming. And because of what I am becoming, what I will be in eternal glory, that’s hope.

Number seven, an attitude of worship. Do I need to say much? Verse 11, Peter just bursts forth in a doxology, 11To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen. Just a doxology. And so we say that the heart of the Christian must always be filled with praise, must always be filled with glory given to God. He has the dominion, He has the power, He has the authority, He has the sovereignty, He is worthy of all of our praise. That’s the worshiping heart.

And when you have a worshiping heart, beloved, it keeps you from questioning the difficulties of life, does it not? When you have a worshiping heart you don’t question God, you just worship Him. Nothing is beyond His control, not our suffering and not Satan and his demons and the whole system. Nothing is beyond His control, we worship Him for that.

Then Peter comes to a conclusion. And in this little conclusion as he draws this epistle to an end, he mentions two other attitudes, at least we can draw them out of his final words. And I think he picks up the pen here, probably been writing through a secretary and now he takes the pen in his own hand and he mentions an attitude of faithfulness indirectly.

12With the help of Silas, whom I regard as a faithful brother, I have written to you briefly, encouraging you and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand fast in it. There’s no reason, by the way, to assume this is any other than Silas, although that was somewhat a common name, but very likely the same Silas who traveled with Paul and is often mentioned in Paul’s epistles. Silas may well have been the one who wrote down Peter’s words and the one who perhaps would even bear them to these folks. But Peter calls him a faithful brother, for so I regard him, highly respected, faithful.

And then he adds one final virtue that we can call the attitude of affection. 13She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you her greetings, and so does my son Mark. 14Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace to all of you who are in Christ. The word affection doesn’t appear there but by way of example we can see that he demonstrated affection, didn’t he? A final word that speaks of love, she who is in Babylon must refer to a church. Female terms for the church are common. And Babylon most likely refers to Rome so peter is referring to the church in Rome. In times of persecution, writers exercised unusual care not to endanger Christians to whom they wrote letters. In short, Peter wrote this epistle near the end of his life when he probably stayed in Rome, and didn’t want the letter to be found and the church to be persecuted, so maybe he kind of hid the church in Rome under the word Babylon.

And in verse 14 he says, 14Greet one another with a kiss of love. Just kiss everybody, will you? An outward sign of affection often mentioned in the New Testament. By the way, it was men to men, and women to women in ancient times, a customary part of early church affection.

And he closes, Peace to all of you who are in Christ. It’s back to the basics then as he ends, isn’t it? Back to basic attitudes. Submission, humility, trust, self-denial, vigilant defense, hope, worship, faithfulness and affection. My friends, let me tell you something and I close with this, there’s no way to produce those in your life through any experience in a church. You are to come to church and hear the truth. And as the truth is poured into your life, day in and day out, week in and week out, it begins to change your character and create these kinds of attitudes. And this is why we do, what we do, at the Alliance Community Church. We thank God for the privilege.

Pray
Father, we do thank You for This morning. We’ve covered so many things. Thank You for the patience, the attentiveness of these precious people to this hour in Your Word. Thank You for the fellowship we’ve enjoyed and that its been enriched as we have learned even more how to be the people You want us to be. May these attitudes be characteristic of our lives, in Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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