The Real Meaning of Christmas

Philippians 2:5-11 - Christmas 2000
Philippians 2:5-11 (NKJV)
5Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. 9Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 10that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Pray
All kinds of representations of Christmas:

Snoopy on a surfboard on the roof, the nativity scene, the Star of David, Frosty the Snowman, Santa Claus, the reindeer, Rudolph, the workshop, elves, you name it, lights, Christmas trees, presents, plastic toys.

Christmas has really become a muddle of confusion. And I think it's true that Santa Claus replaced our lovely Lord and Savior Jesus in many homes across America today. Discuss CITA Rescue Mission.
Humility and poverty is replaced by wealth and indulgence and the selfishness of gift giving. 

Quietness of Bethlehem is replaced by the noise of shopping malls and freeway traffic.

Soberness of the incarnation is replaced by the drunkenness of this season.

The single Star of Bethlehem is replaced by Blinking thousands of colored lights on our trees and around the houses.

The room in the stable, so obscure, so dirty vs. a warm house, a fireplace and opulent feasting. 

Plastic toys for little kids are mixed with the true value of the gifts given by wise men.

Salesmen somehow replaced the Shepherds.

Flying reindeer, one of which even has a red nose replaced the Angels.

The pain of childbirth is mixed with the parties.

The filth of the stable is replaced with the whiteness of fresh snow.

And then there's Mary and Joseph and Perry Como. And on it goes.

Look with me at verses 5 through 11. And in these verses, we will see five steps in the Christmas story, five features as God enters the world, five great aspects to the incarnation.

Number one, the Lord Jesus Christ abandoned a sovereign position.

He abandoned a sovereign position, verse 6, and let’s begin. "who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men." Now we'll stop right there.

Now what does it say about Him? The first phrase, "being in the form of God." Now listen to me, this is without question the heart and soul of the Christian faith. The affirmation of the deity of Jesus Christ is the total of all that we believe. That is why the deity of Christ is always under attack. Christ is in the form of God. It is the deity of Jesus Christ that is the substantive affirmation of the Christian faith.

Now let's see what this phrase means. The word "being" is very important. The word "being" denotes that which a person is in his very essence, that which a person is in his nature. In other words, that which is true of a person that cannot be altered, it cannot be changed. It refers to that which someone possesses inalienably and unchangeably that cannot be removed. It refers to the innate changeless, unalterable character and nature of a person. For example, men may look different but they're all men - that's their nature. They all have the basic same elements of humanness, the functioning of breathing and the heart, organs, mind, will, thought, emotion. These are the elements of humanness. You can change his clothes. You can do things to the physical form. But you never change the humanness. That is the being of man. And that is the meaning of this term. And it says of Christ that He is in the being of God. He is then unalterably and unchangeably God in His essence, in His essential being.

So the word "being" then has to do with His essential nature. Jesus Christ, then, has His being - now mark it again - in the form of God. Now what do we mean by "form?" The English can't really help us with this Greek word. We have to go back and talk about the Greek term for a moment. It is not "form" in the sense that we think of a material shape or a resemblance. It is completely different than that. The word morphe word in the Greek has to do with a deep inner essential abiding nature of something. It is not the external. That is the word schema. Schema means the outward, the passing, the changing, the fleeting and the external. And by the way, look at verse 8, schema is used in verse 8. "He was found in fashion as a man." We'll talk about that in a moment. But "fashion" is the external, the changing. "Form" is morphe, the unchanging, the internal.

For example, if you traced the use of the term morphe in its various forms, you will find that that is exactly where the emphasis lies. There are places where they seem to be used in an overlapping sense, but the specific uses of morphe in very important texts of the New Testament lead us to conclude that it means the inner nature.

Romans 8:29 (NKJV)
29For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image <morphe> of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.

It is a new nature, an inner change. The inside of man is conformed to the image of His Son. It's talking about our nature.

2 Corinthians 3:18 (NKJV)
18But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image <morphe> from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.
We are changed on the inside, an abiding change that affects our inner nature.

Galatians 4:19 (NKJV)
19My little children, for whom I labor in birth again until Christ is formed <morphe> in you,

He isn't talking about trappings. He's not talking about externals, but that the image of Christ would be manifest in the inner nature of man. 

Philippians 3:10 (NKJV)
10that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed <morphe> to His death,

So, he's talking about a deep inner representation of the image of God. 

On the other hand, the word schema - from which we get scheme - is something to do with a passing, fleeting external.

1 Corinthians 7:31 (NKJV)
31and those who use this world as not misusing it. For the form <schema> of this world is passing away.

2 Corinthians 11:14 (NKJV)
14And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms <schema> himself into an angel of light.

He isn't really, but he puts on that facade.

1 Peter 1:14 (NKJV)
14as obedient children, not conforming <schema> yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance;

In other words, you have a new nature, you are a new creation, don't put on the garments of the old life.

Romans 12:2 (NKJV)
2And do not be conformed <schema> to this world, but be transformed <morphe> by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

Consequently, look at the end of verse 6, “who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery <grasped> to be equal with God,”

 Listen, Satan was a created angel. Satan was created by God, he was inferior to God, he was less than God.

Isaiah 14:12-14 (NKJV)
12“How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How you are cut down to the ground, You who weakened the nations! 13For you have said in your heart: ‘I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; I will also sit on the mount of the congregation On the farthest sides of the north; 14
I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High.’

In Isaiah 14, he said, "I will" five times and the substance of what he was saying was "I will be like God." Satan thought it something to be grasped at to be equal with God. He thought it something to seize, something to grasp at. Jesus didn't. Why? He was already equal to God. There was nothing for Him to seek. Jesus “did not consider it robbery <grasped> to be equal with God.” 

Jesus didn't hang onto this thing fearing He would lose it. Why? Because He was essentially God and could never cease being God. So it wasn't something He had to snatch to get and it wasn't something He had to hang onto to keep. Do you see? It is a classic statement affirming that Jesus is God in His inner nature. So much so that He didn't seek it. And so much so that He never feared He'd lose it. He's God. That is the great heart and soul of the Lord Jesus Christ.

But then this, the first part of verse 7, “7but made Himself of no reputation.” It means that He emptied Himself. The verb means to pour out everything until it's all gone. He poured out Himself. He emptied Himself. He divested Himself. He rendered up.

Now notice that I did not say He abandoned His deity. He did not give up His divine attributes. He abandoned the position. He could never give those things up, they were His essential being. And if He ceased being God, He would be no one. And God could not cease anyway for He's eternal.

Now what then did He give up? What did He pour out? What did He empty out? 

He emptied Himself as He gave up His glory, His honor, His riches and He emptied Himself as He gave up His favorable relation to the Father.

Matthew 27:46 (NKJV)
46And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?” that is, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?”
He also gave up His independent exercise of authority.

John 4:34 (NKJV)
34Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work.
In other words, He gave up His independent exercise of divine authority. He gave up His riches. He gave up His honor. He gave up His glory. He emptied all of those things out and yet He continued to be God. It wasn't that He lost any of His divine attributes, it is that He chose not to use them, that He gave up the prerogative, or the privilege, of using them.

Was He still God? Yes, that's who He was. It's a deep mystery, people, by the way, and I can't fathom it all.

So, we have seen that He is a king who takes off his robes of majesty and puts on the garment of a beggar, the Son of God abandoned a sovereign position.

Second point, He accepted a servant's place.

Back to verse 7, "He took upon Him the form <morphe> of a bondservant." When He became a man, He didn't become a king as a man, or a great ruler, or great leader, or great master, He became a servant. The moment that He divested Himself of His robes of majesty, He donned the servant's apron.

Luke 22:27 (NKJV)
27For who is greater, he who sits at the table, or he who serves? Is it not he who sits at the table? Yet I am among you as the One who serves.
Mark 10:45 (NKJV)
45For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”
We see Him in service all the time. And the ultimate act of service when He died on a cross to save sinners. He served His Father. His Father invited Him to come into the world as a servant to work out the plan of redemption, and He willingly became that servant. So, truly He abandoned the sovereign position and accepted a servant's place.

Number one, the Lord Jesus Christ abandoned a sovereign position.

Second point, He accepted a servant's place.

Thirdly, He became a man and approached a sinful people.

“7but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness <schema> of men.”

Illustration: (Paul Harvey)

It was Christmas eve in the Midwest. There was a man who had been in a family where his wife and his children were Christians but he was not. And he rejected it. He sat home that Christmas eve in front of the fire. It was cold out and the snow was blowing. His wife and the little children had gone to the chapel in the nearby village for a Christmas eve service to honor the Christ they loved. He sat by the fire reading the paper. 

All of a sudden he heard a loud and repeated thumping. He thought someone was banging on the door. He went to the door and opened it but found no one was there. By the time he got settled back into his chair, he heard it again and again. And he was bewildered as to what was causing it until he realized that something seemed to be smashing against the window. And so he went to the drapes and he pulled the drapes aside and to his amazement, a flock of birds was flying into the window. A snowstorm, you see, had blown in. And the birds had been caught away from their shelter and they couldn't find their way back. They couldn't fight the wind. They saw the lighted window and the warmth of the light had attracted them. And they were literally flying into the glass trying to get to the light to get warm. They would freeze to death, you see, if they didn't find some shelter.

Well, the man who had refused to go with his family to the Christmas eve service because he had no interest in the Christ of Christmas was all of a sudden very compassionate for these poor birds. And so he wondered how he could help them. And so he opened the door and went out in the cold and tried to chase them away so that they wouldn't kill themselves against the window. And then he ran to the barn and he threw the doors open and he whistled and he shooed them and did everything he could to get them to fly to the barn, they wouldn't do it. He even went so far as to take some corn and some bread and make a big trail from the window to the barn. And they wouldn't follow it.

In frustration, he said to himself, "If I could just communicate with them. If I could just tell them that I don't want to hurt them, that there's warmth and there's shelter and that they'd need to stop beating themselves to death against the glass. But I'm a man and they're birds and we don't speak the same language. Oh, if I could just become a bird, I think I could tell them."

And then it hit him. And in that moment, said Paul Harvey, the whole meaning of Christmas dawned on that man.

Mankind had been beating itself to death against the barrier that kept him from the warmth of God's love until Jesus Christ became a man and told us the way. That's the Christmas story.

“7but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness <schema> of men.” He truly became a man and approached a sinful people.

Fourthly, He adopted a selfless posture.

“8And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself …”
For us He did this, people. Humility is the theme of Christmas

And how humble? Look back at verse 8. "He humbled Himself." How far did it go? Well, certainly He became mortal but it went beyond that.

“8And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death…
He also became obedient unto death. The greatest act of obedience to the Father was in dying, that was God's will. He was obedient to death. He didn't just become mortal, He died. That's the worst that man can ever, ever endure, all the way to the grave. 

And He didn't just die, either. Look at the end of verse 8, "Even the death of the cross." It's one thing to die, it's infinitely beyond that to die the death of the cross.

“8And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.”

And it was a shameful death. It was reserved for the vilest and most wicked of criminals. And you hung suspended in space, naked before the gaping gazing mocking throng. It was a cursed death. God Himself had said, "He that hangs on a tree is cursed." It was a lonely death. There was no companionship and even God was gone. 

So, what do we see then? What is the Christmas story? The Lord Jesus Christ abandoned the sovereign position, accepted a servant's place, approached a sinful people, adopted a selfless posture. That's the Christmas story. 

And lastly, there's just one more thought. What was God's reaction to this? 

Fifthly, Jesus ascended a supreme prince.

 “9Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name <title, position, or rank> which is above every name, 10that at the name <title, position, or rank> of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

God lifted Him up. And, people, listen to me. That is a great classical spiritual truth. Jesus said it Himself.

Luke 14:11 (NKJV)
11For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”
And that is the spiritual truth that we must learn. When we humble ourselves, God will lift us up and exalt us. And that's exactly what happened. He humbled Himself and He was exalted. He then becomes the supreme illustration of this Kingdom principle: you sink to the depths of selfless sacrificial humiliation and God will lift you to the heights of glory.

We see that all though the Beatitudes. We see that all throughout the teaching of Christ and the Apostles. Humility, then exaltation. Humility, then exaltation. Jesus in His baptism is humbled and He identifies with the sins of His nation. But in exaltation, the voice of God bursts out of heaven, "This is My beloved Son in whom I am well pleased." 

Notice that He's given a name above every name. You say, "What is that name?" Very clear, in verse 10, the name of Jesus, that all that is embodied in that name, all that is embodied in who He is, He is unequalled, the Savior, the Lord of the world and the universe. And at that name every knee should bow. 

And you know something? Every knee will bow. That's right. Every knee will bow. If not in adoration, in judgment, right? If not in worship, in condemnation. Every knee will bow...even Satan will be cast into the pit forever. He'll bow the knee to the authority of Christ.

And then, what should be our reaction be to Jesus ascending as a supreme prince?
“11and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”

Every living thing, every living creature in this world will confess Jesus Christ as Lord. The demons and the damned, the redeemed, the holy angels, all will bow, all will confess sooner or later. The issue is when. If you wait until the judgment, it's too late. But if now you confess Jesus as Lord, you enter in to His Kingdom, His salvation. 

Romans 10:9 and 10 says, "If thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, believe in thine heart God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved." This is the message of the gospel. Jesus Christ is Lord. That's what we're saying. He is God. He is in the form of God. He is God of very God with all the attributes of God, come into the world with all the fullness of humanness. He became the servant. He humbled Himself. He died, even dying on a cross. And in the midst of that death, purchasing our salvation. God approved and God lifted Him back up and exalted Him. And then God calls to the created universe and says, "Bow the knee and confess His Lordship." And if you won't now, you will someday...but then it will be in judgment and condemnation. Now or later...the choice is yours.

And I guess for us who know the Lord Jesus Christ, we really think of this message as going to someone else who doesn't. And it does in a way. My heart says to me that I know there may people here this morning who don't know the Lord Jesus Christ. You can bow the knee now in adoration and love. You can confess Him as Lord now and enter into the joy of salvation forever. Or you can resist and say no and someday you'll bow the knee because you'll be forced and you have no choice and you'll be condemned. Our prayer is that you'll confess Jesus as Lord. What greater Christmas gift than that? And to receive eternal life. What kind of reasoning could reject that? Incomprehensible.

I can imagine that people often ask around Christmas time, what is the Lord trying to tell me? What is the point of Christmas? I think the point of Christmas is right here. Christmas, there's no better time in the year than to teach us the illustration of the lesson of humility. The character of Christ, He was unselfish. He was humble. He was condescending. And Paul is challenging the church to that perspective. An attitude of a willingness to suffer, to be humiliated, to be selfless, to be sacrificing, so that God can lift us up. And the thing we need to learn, people, is not to always be asserting ourselves, defending ourselves, pushing ourselves up, but to be humble and selfless. That is the message of Christmas to us.

And what is he saying to us? "5Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus," That is the message. Be humble this Christmas. Be selfless. Reach out to somebody else in need. Jesus did and He is our example.

Pray
Father, I ask you that tonight, let us remember the humility and the poverty of the stable despite our wealth and indulgence of gift giving. Tonight, let us remember the quietness of Bethlehem despite the noise of shopping malls. Tonight, let us remember the room in the obscure and dirty inn, with insufficient money while we enjoy our warm house and feasting. Tonight, let us remember the gifts given by wise men that came only to worship Him.

Now with every head bowed and every eye closed, I want to ask you a question. Has there ever been a time and place in your life when you have placed your trust and destiny in the hands of Jesus Christ? Have you ever had the Spirit of God speak to you and tug at your heart and you refused? Well, if you feel that God is speaking to you this morning, I want to give you an opportunity to receive Him as Lord and Savior.

If you have never had a moment in your life when you accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, please take this time right now and pray with me.

Lord Jesus, I ask your forgiveness of me and of my past sins. I ask you to remove my sins and throw them in the deepest sea and cast them away as far as the east is from the west. I know that I have not lived a perfect life and that I believe by faith that I can trust in you to save me.

Father, I ask you on the basis of:

Romans 10:9 (NKJV)
9that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.

Father, I now confess with my heart that I repent of my sins, I want Jesus Christ to be Lord of my life, that God has raised Him from the dead, and He is alive now. Father, I promise that I will later tell others of this change in my life.

Now, if you have prayed this prayer and meant it with your heart, I can tell you based on the authority of the Word of God, that you are born-again. You are a child of God. You now will have eternal life in the kingdom of heaven with Jesus Christ and the Saints of old. You are now part of the family of God.

I promise that I am not going to embarrass anyone or drag you up front. 

We praise You, Father, for the gift of Your Son, this Christmas day.

In Jesus Name we pray, Amen.
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