Jesus Christ Was Born a King
Matthew 2:1-2
As we look to the Word of God this morning, I want you to open your Bible to the first two chapters of the gospel of Matthew...the first two chapters in the New Testament. They introduce us to the birth of the King. It never ceases to be a story of wonder, a story of blessedness, a story of supernatural intervention. No matter how many times we go over the birth of Christ, it still captures our fascination and fills our hearts with joy.

I'd like us to focus this morning along with Matthew on the birth of the King, emphasizing the Kingliness, the royalty of Jesus Christ. That is Matthew's great intent. And certainly the carols that we sing at this time of year are reminders of the fact that Jesus Christ was born a King.

"Joy to the World" and that carol says "The Lord is come, let earth receive her King."

"It came upon a Midnight Clear," in which we sing, "Heavens all gracious King."

"Angels We Have Heard on High" says, "Christ the Lord, the newborn King."

"Hark the Herald, Angels Sing" says, "Glory to the newborn King."

"We Three Kings of Orient Are," that says, "Born a King in Bethlehem's plain."

"What Child is This" says, "This is Christ the King."

"Angels From the Realm of Glory" expresses, "Worship Christ the newborn King." 

All of these emphasize the great reality of the birth of Christ, that He is in fact born a King.

Matthew 2:1-2 (NIV)
PLEASE STAND
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.”

Pray
A king, as you know, has a sovereign right to rule. He is far greater than the Supreme Court of the United States. He holds in his hand the power of life, the power of death, the right to make every decision and all decisions. Jesus Christ was born a King.

First of all, in chapter 1 verses 1 through 17 we have the genealogy of Jesus. That is, we have the line of descendants from Abraham down to the birth of Christ. Matthew wants us to understand His royal heritage. Anyone who is a king must have a royal heritage. A king has to have an authentic lineage. He must possess royal blood. In order to be fit to take the throne he has to have been descendant from a long line of royalty. And, in fact, that is precisely true of Jesus. 


Matthew 1:1 (NIV)

A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of David, the son of Abraham:

In Israel, the racial line of Jews came from Abraham. Abraham was the father of the Jewish people, so racially He would need to be a descendant of Abraham. Within the descendants of Abraham, the royal line began with David. So in order to have the pedigree of a king, in order to possess royal lineage, one would need to be a son of Abraham and a son of David. The racial line was promised through Abraham in Genesis 12. The royal line was promised through David in 2 Samuel chapter 7. And so, to qualify, Jesus needs to be son of Abraham, son of David. And the genealogy begins with these words, verse 1, A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of David, the son of Abraham:
Matthew 1:2-17 (NIV)
2Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, 3Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar,

Perez the father of Hezron, Hezron the father of Ram, 4Ram the father of Amminadab,

Amminadab the father of Nahshon, Nahshon the father of Salmon, 5Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab, Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth,

Obed the father of Jesse, 6and Jesse the father of King David. David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had been Uriah’s wife, 7Solomon the father of Rehoboam,

Rehoboam the father of Abijah, Abijah the father of Asa, 8Asa the father of Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat the father of Jehoram, Jehoram the father of Uzziah,

9Uzziah the father of Jotham, Jotham the father of Ahaz, Ahaz the father of Hezekiah,

10Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, Manasseh the father of Amon, Amon the father of Josiah, 11and Josiah the father of Jeconiah£ and his brothers at the time of the exile to Babylon. 12After the exile to Babylon: Jeconiah was the father of Shealtiel, Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, 13Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, Abiud the father of Eliakim, Eliakim the father of Azor, 14Azor the father of Zadok, Zadok the father of Akim, Akim the father of Eliud, 15Eliud the father of Eleazar, Eleazar the father of Matthan, Matthan the father of Jacob, 16and Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ. 17Thus there were fourteen generations in all from Abraham to David, fourteen from David to the exile to Babylon, and fourteen from the exile to the Christ.
Now I want to suggest to you that the detail of this genealogy is very important. Matthew is writing to a Jewish audience, primarily, who are tenacious about the matter of pedigrees. Certification is essential to them. Their whole culture is built around that.

For example, when the children of Israel came into the land of Canaan and God gave them that land in which to dwell, He apportioned the land giving specific territory to every given tribe. So the tribe to which you belonged dictated where you lived and what land you possessed. Within the tribal territory, families assumed certain portions of land and your link to your family said where your home was, where your land was. And so, your lineage was very, very important to establish the place of your residence. Tribes, families and ancestors' houses were utterly essential in understanding your relationship and rights and privileges in the land of Palestine.
Whenever there was the need to sell or transfer or exchange property, a knowledge of family tree is required to ascertain to whom the property really belonged. And in the Jubilee Year, the fiftieth year when land all went back to its original family, again it was necessity for one who would claim a land portion because he was descendant to be able to prove that he was descendant of those to whom that land was originally given.

When the children of Israel were taken into captivity into Babylon from around the year 600 down to 586 B.C., they were taken into captivity, their land was desolated. They were dispossessed. At the end of the 70 years when they went back into the land, Ezra tells us that when they set about to reestablish themselves in the land after a whole generation or two of absence, it was necessary for people to prove their descent in order to lay claim to the land which was rightfully theirs.

Now I want you to see something that’s absolutely essential to understand. You will notice in Matthew 1:11 we have the flow of names. As you come to verse 11 it says, and Josiah the father of Jeconiah and his brothers at the time of the exile to Babylon and it goes on from there. Now here in the middle of this lineage, this kingly line, this royal right to the throne is a king born by the name of Jeconiah.  Jeconiah was an evil man, also contemptuously called Coniah, he was an evil man, a grievous offender against God.

Jeremiah’s prophecy chapter 22 and verses 24-27:

Jeremiah 22:24-27 (NIV)
24“As surely as I live,” declares the LORD, “even if you, Jehoiachin son of Jehoiakim king of Judah, were a signet ring on my right hand <In other words, Jehoiachin was king>, I would still pull you off.  25I will hand you over to those who seek your life, those you fear—to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and to the Babylonians.  26I will hurl you and the mother who gave you birth into another country, where neither of you was born, and there you both will die.  27You will never come back to the land you long to return to.”
And in Jeremiah’s prophecy chapter 22 and verse 30, the Word of the Lord says this about Jeconiah.
Jeremiah 22:30 (NIV)
This is what the LORD says: “Record this man as if childless <in what sense?>, a man who will not prosper in his lifetime, for none of his offspring <KJV his seed> will prosper, none will sit on the throne of David or rule anymore in Judah.”

1 Chronicles 3:17 stated that he had seven sons with none of them sitting upon the throne of David.  This is all fulfilled as they were all carried by Nebuchadnezzar into captivity together.
Now God said no son of Jeconiah will ever reign in Palestine in Israel. No son will ever bear the throne of David. And yet, Jeconiah is in the Messianic line. How then can Jesus be the King if He does not come through the royal line of Jeconiah? And how can He be the King if the line of Jeconiah is cursed? That seemingly hopeless dilemma is resolved in the virgin birth.

When you come to the second chapter of Luke, you again find the lineage of Jesus, this time through Mary. So they were very much into your tribe and your family and your ancestors. That was just a part of life, very necessary and very essential.

Luke 3:21-38 (NIV)
23Now Jesus himself was about thirty years old when he began his ministry. He was the son, so it was thought, of Joseph, the son of Heli, 24the son of Matthat, the son of Levi, the son of Melki, the son of Jannai, the son of Joseph, 25the son of Mattathias, the son of Amos, the son of Nahum, the son of Esli, the son of Naggai,  26the son of Maath, the son of Mattathias, the son of Semein, the son of Josech, the son of Joda, 27the son of Joanan, the son of Rhesa, the son of Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, the son of Neri,  28the son of Melki, the son of Addi, the son of Cosam, the son of Elmadam, the son of Er, 29the son of Joshua, the son of Eliezer, the son of Jorim, the son of Matthat, the son of Levi,  30the son of Simeon, the son of Judah, the son of Joseph, the son of Jonam, the son of Eliakim, 31the son of Melea, the son of Menna, the son of Mattatha, the son of Nathan, the son of David,  32the son of Jesse, the son of Obed, the son of Boaz, the son of Salmon,£ the son of Nahshon, 33the son of Amminadab, the son of Ram, the son of Hezron, the son of Perez, the son of Judah,  34the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham, the son of Terah, the son of Nahor, 35the son of Serug, the son of Reu,

the son of Peleg, the son of Eber, the son of Shelah,  36the son of Cainan, the son of Arphaxad, the son of Shem, the son of Noah, the son of Lamech, 37the son of Methuselah, the son of Enoch, the son of Jared, the son of Mahalalel, the son of Kenan,  38the son of Enosh, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God. 

Through Joseph’s line, Jesus received the legal right to the throne, but He was no blood child of Jeconiah for that line was cursed and there could never be a child of Jeconiah on the throne of David.  Through Mary’s line comes the royal line that comes through to Christ. It is interesting that Matthew gives us His lineage through His father, Joseph. Luke gives us His lineage through His mother, Mary.
You’ll be interested to know that Mary also was descendant from David. She came through David’s son Nathan who never reigned, but nonetheless was royal blood. So from David through Nathan all the way down to Mary, there is royal blood. Mary is a descendant of David through his son Nathan, not to be confused with the prophet Nathan. It is then through Mary <mark this> that Jesus is the real son of David for Mary was His mother.
Therefore Christ was born of a virgin, there was no taint of the blood of Jeconiah in Him because He had no blood from Joseph in Him either. So in a marvelous working of God, the curse of Jeconiah is bypassed by bypassing Joseph and having Jesus born of a virgin. And yet it was essential that He be in the legal line of Jeconiah, for that was the line of David that had the right to the throne. Every detail carried out with precision.
Our Lord Jesus Christ has impeccable credentials. Every detail carried out with precision.
Now I want to remind you earlier of that I suggested to you that the detail of genealogy is very important. The Jews are tenacious about the matter of pedigrees. Certification is essential to them. Their whole culture is built around that.

We should note, however, that today all of that has changed. And there is no Jew alive on the earth today that has any idea of his lineage. There is no Jew today who knows what tribe he came from, what family he came from, what land he possesses because all of the records were destroyed in 70 A.D. when Jerusalem was sacked by Titus Vespasian. Not only did he murder 1,100,000 Jews and after that destroyed 985 towns in Galilee, but also destroyed all of the Jewish lineage records so that there are none of those left at all. The interesting thing about that is that anyone who showed up today and claimed to be Messiah, son of Abraham, son of David and have justifiable lineage could never under any circumstances prove that to be true. Therefore, the last verifiable claimant to the Messiahship of Israel, to the Kingship promised through David is Jesus Christ. No other would-be Messiah could ever verify a right to the throne. And it was only a few years after His death that all the records were destroyed. Christ is the last claimant and Christ is the ONLY claimant.
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