



(Genesis 1:26) The Scriptures say that man was made in the image of God. (John 1:14) the birth of Jesus heralds God in the image of man.





(Matthew 2:11) At His birth He was offered gold, frankincense, and myrrh by wise men who worshiped him. (Matthew 27:29) At his death he was offered thorns, vinegar, and spit by wicked men who ridiculed him.





(Exodus 12:1�13) The sheep had died for shepherds in the Passover. (John 10:11) This Baby in a manger is the Shepherd who will die for the sheep.





All this began in a manger, 2000 years ago.





You know, it is an irony in America that we celebrate the birth of someone we refuse to acknowledge. We have George Washington's birthday and Abe Lincoln's both sharing a day. Martin Luther King gets his own day. Yet as of today, we can't celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ in any public setting on public property.





Now the truth is nobody wants to stop the party, that's not the idea. The shopping malls want your money. The government wants the taxes that buying and selling and traveling produces. The partygoers, all they want is the fun. If we can just have the party without Jesus, everybody will be happy. The birthday of Jesus has become very useful, as long as we can just keep Jesus out of it. 





Is Jesus someone less important than George Washington and Abraham Lincoln or Martin Luther King? Is Jesus someone we should push into the background? Should we keep the party and get rid of the person whose party it is?














The humble birth of Jesus Christ in a feeding trough in a stable, the humble garment that wrapped His little body was never intended to be a quiet event to hide the reality that God was being born. Although the world has tried to make it this obscure event, it was really a demonstration of condescension, servanthood, and humiliation. This one event has become the most widely known event on the face of the earth. If Jesus wasn't so unique, why in the world do we set the calendars of history by His birth?





(Matthew 2:1) The angel said, "This is Jesus who will save His people from their sins," and the prophet Isaiah (7:14) said, "His name shall be called Immanuel which is God with us." This simply states that Jesus Christ is the Savior who is God in human form. God entered our sin-polluted world. Without being tainted by it, He took our guilt, He bore our griefs, He carried our sorrows. He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities. He was raised for our justification. He ascended to intercede for us, to prepare us a place and will return to take us to be with Him forever. This is Immanuel, God with us. To slight the child of Christmas is to blaspheme the God of heaven. No one has ever been like Him. No one ever will be.





Do you want to keep the party and get rid of the person for whom we are celebrating?





INVITATION





John 1:12 (NKJV)


12But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name:






































