EXAMINE YOURSELF

There is now an atmosphere of “easy believism” that allows people to experience an initial happiness in encountering the gospel. This movement has been sweeping across not only our nation but also, I believe the entire world, with a zeal to win souls for the Kingdom. Only believe in Jesus and you will have eternal life. Ask Him into your heart. Believe He is God. Believe He is risen from the dead.

The problem is that people everywhere are mentally assenting to the fact that yes, Jesus is God. Yes, He is risen from the dead. Yes, He does provide eternal life. These are facts and they believe the facts, and they actually receive an initial happiness by encountering the Gospel, but they never receive true Bible salvation or true assurance even though they may be attending church on a regular basis and associating with true believers in Jesus Christ.

2 Corinthians 13:5 (NIV)

5Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you - unless, of course, you fail the test?
Pray
2 Corinthians 13:5 (NASB)
“Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you—unless indeed you fail the test?”

You might be saying, “Well, I'm a Christian. I believe. I made a decision for Christ.” Many people point to the past to verify their salvation, but did you know that the Bible never does that? It never points to the past. It always bases proof of real salvation on your life now. Examine is a present tense continuous action.

What did the Word command you to do yesterday:

Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith.

What does the Word command you to do today:

Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith.

What will the Word command you to do tomorrow, next week or next year:

Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith.

In other words, be constantly examining yourselves.

Eternal Security

John 10:27-29 (NIV)

27My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. 29My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand.

Romans 8:38-39 (NIV)

38For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Our Lord Jesus knew of the problem of “easy believism.”


John 8:31-32 (NIV)

31To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 32Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
The concept of “easy believism” is contrary to the mes​sage of the New Testament epistles regarding salvation and assurance. The believer is called to a life of obedience, in which faith is verified by conduct. A life of obedience should flow from a Christian's basic rela​tionship to Christ.

Such an approach Paul calls for in 2 Corinthi​ans 13:5, Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith. Prove it, he's saying. If it were easy to point to an experience in the past to prove your salvation, why would Paul ask you to examine yourself?

You say, “How do I examine myself and know if I'm really a Christian?” When Jesus ar​rived on the scene, the Jews had already decided what right living was all about. They had already built their own code, developed their own system of what it was to be holy. It was all external self‑righteousness and based on works.

Jesus shattered that when He said, “I want to give you a new standard for living, a new criteria by which you evalu​ate whether or not you're redeemed.” He told them how a citizen of the kingdom really lives.

Do you want to prove yourself? Then let the Spirit of God compare your salvation to the facts of the Scriptures. Here is the standard, and the key to it all is one word: “righteousness.” Jesus is saying, “If you are a child of the King, the characteristic of your life will be righteous​ness.”

Let me make it clear. I am not saying that you can lose your salvation. What I am saying is that you may not be saved, thinking that you are saved.

About a year ago, a man told me that he is a Christian, but who has been living with a woman who is not his wife. Is he a Christian? It is certainly a fair question.

1 Corinthians 6:9-10 (NIV)

9Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders 10nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.

First Corinthians 6:9 says that the sexually immoral do not inherit the kingdom of heaven. Why? Because sexually immorality is unrighteousness, and true conversion is characterized by righteousness. Christians can be sexually immoral, but when they do, they are not distinguishable from non‑Christians. So it is legitimate to question this man's salvation.


Matthew 5:20 (NIV)

20For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.

The scribes and Pharisees went to the Temple everyday, they paid tithes, they fasted, they prayed. They were religious freaks! Yet Jesus says, “Unless your righteousness surpasses that, you will not enter My kingdom.” 

Righteousness is the issue. Righteousness sets us apart as being converted. Righteousness simply means living right, living under God's standards, by His definition. If we do not live this way, the genuineness of our salvation is open to suspicion to others and to our​selves, usually in the form of insecurity.

Hebrews 12:14 (NIV)

14Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord.
2 Timothy 2:19 (NIV)

19Nevertheless, God’s solid foundation stands firm, sealed with this inscription: “The Lord knows those who are his,” and, “Everyone who confesses the name of the Lord must turn away from wickedness.”


Titus 1:16 (NIV)

16They claim to know God, but by their actions they deny him. They are detestable, disobedient and unfit for doing anything good.
Profession means noth​ing without obedience, without righteousness, without hol​iness, without departing from iniquity.

2 Corinthians 5:17 (NIV)

17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!
Being righteous does not mean that we never sin.

1 John 1:9-10 (NIV)

9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives.
First John 1:9 says that Christians are constantly confessing their sin. That certainly indicates that we do sin. But it is sin that we deal with sooner or later. We confess it, we turn from it, we repent of it, we despise it. We do not love it.

1 John 2:15 (NIV)

15Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 

There will be a whole new approach to life. We will have sin, yes, but when sin appears we will hate it as Paul did in Romans 7. We will hunger and thirst for that which is right. We will seek to obey; we will seek to love our brother and hate the evil system of the world. This the way it is, if true salvation exists, if you are truly born again.
You cannot prove that you are a Christian by walking down the same old path. You may have made a decision, even walked down an aisle or read through a Bible and prayed for salvation with someone. This is never stated in the Scriptures as the biblical criterion for salvation. The biblical criterion for salvation is what your life is like right now. If it is not what it ought to be, either you are a Christian living in carnality, or you are not a Christian at all. Maybe only God really knows, because you might be deceived.

2 Corinthians 13:5 (NIV)

5Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you - unless, of course, you fail the test?
Citizens of the kingdom of Heaven are merciful, pure in heart, peacemakers, persecuted and reviled. You may have made a decision years ago that was not true salvation if it does not involve these things today. Years later maybe you came back to the Lord broken over your sin. That's the moment it became real; that's the moment you entered the kingdom, that’s the moment you actually became born again.

If you are truly a Christian, not only will your entrance into the kingdom be on this condition, but your present testimony will also be consistent with these virtues. In Mat​thew 5:13 Christ calls us the salt of the earth and in verse 14, the light of the world. If you are really a Christian, your testimony will be clearly, decisively distinguishable from the rest of the world.

You see, the world is like decaying meat, rotting. Salt is a preservative. That's why the Tribulation will be so horrible; when the church is gone, the salt is gone. We are the pre​serving agency in the midst of a decaying civilization. We are to be a light set on a hill, clearly distinguishable from the rest of the world.

What about your testimony? Is it evident to everybody around you that you are different from them? Or do you do what every​one else does? When you became a Christian, did it change things about your life? If you did not experience a life changing event, perhaps you are really not saved.

Our Lord says that another thing that will characterize a child of the kingdom is obedience. We will long for the law of God (2 Peter 1:5-11). In fact, my sense of security is dependent on my commitment to obey. In disobedience I forfeit assur​ance. Assurance is a gift of God, not enjoyed by a disobedient believer.

2 Peter 1:5-11 (TLB)
“But to obtain these gifts, you need more than faith; you must also work hard to be good, and even that is not enough. For then you must learn to know God better and discover what he wants you to do. 6Next, learn to put aside your own desires so that you will become patient and godly, gladly letting God have his way with you. 7This will make possible the next step, which is for you to enjoy other people and to like them, and finally you will grow to love them deeply. 8The more you go on in this way, the more you will grow strong spiritually and become fruitful and useful to our Lord Jesus Christ. 9But anyone who fails to go after these additions to faith is blind indeed, or at least very shortsighted and has forgotten that God delivered him from the old life of sin so that now he can live a strong, good life for the Lord.10So, dear brothers, work hard to prove that you really are among those God has called and chosen, and then you will never stumble or fall away. 11And God will open wide the gates of heaven for you to enter into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”

Peter's point is that we may enjoy the sense of assurance, confidence, and security that should accompany our entrance into the kingdom. If we neglect obedience, we then forfeit assurance. So, my salvation, my testimony, and my enjoyment of security are dependent on the reality of God’s character in my life.
When someone says that he is a Christian but continues in adultery, fornication, homosexuality, or the practice of some other sin like that, I look to 1 Corinthians 6, which says that those kinds of people do not inherit the kingdom of heaven. They did not come to Christ on His terms; they came on their own, and that does not make it.

Matthew 5:48 (NIV)

48Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
Jesus says here that the whole idea is to be like God. Don't claim to be a Christian because five years ago you walked an aisle. Don't claim to be a Christian because you once signed a card. Don't try to tell God or anyone you're a Christian because you went into a prayer room and talked to a coun​selor. And don't even tell yourself you're a Christian be​cause some counselor told you that you were, because, at that moment, he didn't know positively, either.

1 Peter 2:2-3 (NIV)

2Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, 3now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.

When we become a new Christian, this says that we will have a natural desire for the pure spiritual milk of the Word of God that we may grow. This means not only reading His Word but in regular church attendance to hear His Word in a good Bible believing, Bible preaching church. The problem is in the Christian maternity room, there are many still births that are in reality still dead in their sins, yet they think they are saved.

Trying to be both a friend of the world and a friend of God will prove to be impossible. If you love the world, the love of the Father is not in you. If you love the Father, then you will hate the things of this world.

In Matthew 6:25‑34, Jesus says kingdom persons have a right relation to material things. They know God will take care of all of their needs.

Matthew 6:31-33 (NIV)

31So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.

Nobody, no time, could ever be saved by his own re​sources, by our own good deeds and our own righteousness. We do not have the righteousness on our own. We cannot do it. 

James 2:10 (NIV)

10For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.

The only way anybody ever enters the kingdom is when he realizes he can't, strips himself naked, and arrives back at:

2 Corinthians 13:5 (NIV)

5Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you - unless, of course, you fail the test?
Most people do not want to meet those conditions. They want to go to heaven their own way. They want to climb aboard with all their junk. They are going on a trip, usually with four bags: the world, sin, Satan, and self. They are saying, “Jesus I want the all happiness you're going to give me. I want to stay out of hell. Here I come!” But they drop none of their bags.

There's a road for them, by the way.


Matthew 7:13-14 (NIV)

13“Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 14But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.

You can go in the wide gate with all your baggage. It's a wide gate. Just take all the garbage you want. All your works, your self‑righteousness, your “I'll do it my way,” and your I want Jesus but l want the other stuff too approach.

Have you ever tried to take four suitcases through a turn​stile? You would have to drop all the baggage in order to pass. You've got to come in barehanded. The broad way that leads to destruction is not marked “To Hell.” On the contrary, it's deceitfully marked “To Heaven.” Many are getting on this Jesus road with “easy believism.” It's broad, and they don't have to leave anything behind. They don't have to live any differently or think any differently. They don't have to do anything! All they have to do is say, “I made a decision,” or “I was bap​tized,” or “I walked an aisle,” or “I went forward,” or “I signed a card,” or “When I was a child, my mother helped me.” The only thing is, such an approach is the wrong road. It leads to destruction. The saddest part is that many are on this road, and they don't realize it is the wrong road.

Some have made “decisions” but have never cut the cord with the world. They have never given up their evil life​styles. They still think that that decision or that experience will settle it. They are on the broad road and will someday arrive outside heaven. That way is easy, and there are a lot of people selling tickets to it.


Matthew 7:21-23 (NIV)

21“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?’ 23Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’

Don't lull yourself to sleep. Beloved, examine yourselves whether you are in the faith. Prove yourselves. These are God's conditions. There are two religious houses in the world today. Which one do you belong to?

Matthew 7:24-27 (NIV)

24“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 26But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.”
Both religious houses appeared to have the same struc​ture, but their foundations were very different. One house stood, the other fell. Many on the broad road are building a religious house without Christ as the foundation rock. Their own works will prove to be sand. Time may be short. So how do you know preacher?


John 12:35-36 (NIV)

35Then Jesus told them, “You are going to have the light just a little while longer. Walk while you have the light, before darkness overtakes you. The man who walks in the dark does not know where he is going. 36Put your trust in the light while you have it, so that you may become sons of light.” When he had finished speaking, Jesus left and hid himself from them.
What an illustration! He says you had better believe while you can believe. Then to illustrate that, He hid where they could not find Him, so that they might comprehend what it would mean not to have Him around.

John 8:12 (NIV)

12When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
John 8:21 (NIV)

21Once more Jesus said to them, “I am going away, and you will look for me, and you will die in your sin. Where I go, you cannot come.”
This is the second invitation, a warning that if people do not accept the light while the light is available, there will come a day when the light is not available.

John 8:24 (NIV)

24I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that I am the one I claim to be, you will indeed die in your sins.”
Jesus was always extending His love, but also He was always telling them that there was a limit. There does come a time when God runs out of patience with sin.
2 Corinthians 13:5 (NIV)

5Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you - unless, of course, you fail the test?
My question to you is that if you examine your Christian faith right now and compare it to the Word of God, today, do you pass the test? God is patient. God is kind, God is good, God is gracious, God is merciful, God is longsuffering, God is not willing that any should perish. But God’s mercy does have its limits. If you have not truly committed your life to Christ and come into the kingdom on His terms, you had better do it while you can. Come to the light while the light is still available. Come to the Son while He still shines.

Pray
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