The Creation of Man

Genesis 2:4-7

Now as we have already learned in our study of origins in the study of the first Chapter of Genesis, it is sheer foolishness scientifically and it is utter unbelief Biblically to impose on creation any kind of evolution. Evolution is not a reasonable explanation for the universe or life on earth in any sense whatsoever. It is scientifically impossible, and it is Biblically rejected. If we look closely at the issue of Genesis 1 and creation, we find no evidence of evolution whatsoever in the text of scripture; nor is there any indication by any kind of reasonable science that any form of evolution from species to species could at all take place. And I’ve suggested to you a number of times, and I do it again, that as you look more closely at the issue of unbelief and denial of the clearly revealed account of creation in the book of Genesis, it is fair to say that anyone who rejects the Genesis creation account, anyone who rejects that God created the universe in six literal 24-hour days, makes an assault on scripture; makes an assault on the history of scripture, the accuracy of scripture, the inspiration of scripture, the inerrancy of scripture and the authenticity of scripture. 

It is no small thing to deny the straightforward creation account of Genesis Chapter 1. And we could go so far as to say that in actuality, the Bible itself stands or falls with the historical accuracy of Genesis 1. If we cannot trust the creation account, then why should we trust anything else on the pages of scripture? It is sad to say that even the secular world has through the years better understood this than many Christians.

For example, Darwin, who came up with the original idea of the origin of species, was followed by a man by the name of Thomas Huxley, who lived from 1825 to 1895. Now Huxley was an ardent defender of Darwin’s theory. Huxley, in fact, propagated evolution more than Darwin did. He was the one who really pressed evolution into the scientific and philosophical center of life. Listen to what Thomas Huxley, a convinced atheist, wrote in his book on ‘Essays’, and I’m quoting: “I am fairly at a loss to comprehend how anyone for a moment can doubt that Christian theology must stand or fall with the historical trustworthiness of the Jewish scriptures. The very conception of the Messiah or Christ is inextricably interwoven with Jewish history. The identification of Jesus of Nazareth with that Messiah rests upon the interpretation of the passages of the Hebrew scriptures, which have no evidential value unless they possess the historical character assigned to them.” End quote. 

There is a godless, atheistic evolutionist saying that the whole of Christian theology rises or falls on the absolute trueness of history with the Old Testament. And yet, evangelicals seem to think that they can assault the historicity of Genesis and somehow still save the reality of Biblical revelation. They say that the issue of creation is a secondary issue, like things such as pacifism or politics, and Christians have every right to disagree. Is this really the case? 

So as we have been going through this section of origins, it has become clear to us that it is the true word of God regarding creation history, and we have treated it as such, to the honor of God and the clarity of our own understanding. Now the high point of creation came on day six. And you will remember back on day six in Verse 26, God made man.

Genesis 1:26-29 (NIV)

26Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” 27So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 28God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” 29Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food.

Pray
There we have the creation of man as stated in Chapter 1. Now, that happened on day six. And as we noted when studied that, man was made “in God’s image.” What does that mean? It means he had self consciousness; not just consciousness like animals have, but self-consciousness. He had personality; cognition. That is the ability to rationally process information. He had intelligence. He had, and I think this is such a notable thing about man, creativity. And it is staggering to look around the world and see the immense creativity of man. <Explain>
So God created man in His image with self-consciousness, personality, rationality, intelligence, creativity, relationships, and gave him sovereignty over the entire created world and all its vast resources, so that man could bring up out of this rich, rich planet immense demonstrations of his marvelous abilities rationally and creatively and relationally. 

Now, with the creation of man on day six, the real story begins. All the rest of creation was only a stage for man to play out the great drama of redemption. The real story begins on day six. All the other creation just provided the backdrop for the history of man. Now, the history of man starts in Chapter 2 Verse 4, and goes to the end of the book of Genesis. That’s the original history of man, the generations of man. 

So as you come to Verse 4 in Genesis 2, you come to a very important verse. Here is a line of demarcation in the Hebrew text. This inaugurates a completely new section.

Genesis 2:4 (NIV)

4This is the account <Literally in the Hebrew says, “These are the generations.” “Toledoth” in Hebrew> of the heavens and the earth when they were created. When the LORD God made the earth and the heavens

It is not a second account of creation, as critics have said; a second and conflicting account, some of them say. It is not an account of creation, Chapter 2, opposed to the account of creation in Chapter 1. Not at all. There’s only one record of creation. That’s Genesis 1.

Genesis 2 does not deal with anything during the week of creation, except what pertains to the story of man. That’s a very, very important understanding. All you have in Chapter 2 is focused on man. Genesis 1 briefly introduced the fact of man’s creation. Genesis 2 explains the details of that creation. So what you have, in very traditional, typical Hebrew style, much like the headlines in a newspaper, Genesis 1 says man is created “in God’s image,” and given “dominion.” And Genesis 2 is the article that describes all the details under that headline.

Now the question could be asked: How did Moses obtain this information? Well, he wasn’t there. It is an account of the creation, the details of the creation of man that is very different from pagan myths and pagan legends and pagan fictions. Where did Moses get this? Well, he didn’t get it from any human source, for no one existed to witness it. He didn’t get it from his own reason, for though reason can know the power of a creator, reason cannot know how He created. So the only possible way that Moses, who wrote this, could know this, was if God revealed the data to him. And therefore, He must have done that.

Hebrews 11:3 (NIV)

3By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.

 “By faith.” Very important. “By faith.” And this is that record given by the creator so that, by faith in God and his word, we understand that “the universe was formed.”

Let’s begin with the creation of man in Verses 5 to 7. Verse 5, and we’re going to get the scene.

Genesis 2:5-7 (NIV)

5and no shrub of the field had yet appeared on the earth and no plant of the field had yet sprung up, for the LORD God had not sent rain on the earth and there was no man to work the ground, 6but streams came up from the earth and watered the whole surface of the ground - 7the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.

This is fascinating. 5and no shrub of the field had yet appeared on the earth and no plant of the field had yet sprung up, for the LORD God had not sent rain on the earth and there was no man to work the ground. Now you get into that Verse and immediately you face a huge issue here. How are we to understand this Verse? We touched on this last week.

What it seems to be saying here is that the record of man’s creation, and he starts out by saying there is “no shrub of the field had yet appeared” and “no plant of the field had yet sprung up” And so it appears as if, since all of that was created on the third day, he’s actually going back to before the creation of the plants. Why does he go back prior to day three before the vegetation was created, if he’s only discussing the creation of man? On the third day God created plants and He created trees, and it didn’t rain, are you ready for this, for at least a thousand years. It didn’t rain at all until the flood in Noah’s time, in Genesis 6, about a thousand years later. So how can you say if we’re talking about man, that God hadn’t created the plants yet, and that the reason He hadn’t created them was there wasn’t any rain? And furthermore, he says, and there wasn’t any “man to cultivate them.” This verse has confused a lot of people.

And let me tell you something: As always in my studies, confusion comes from a superficial understanding of the text. In Chapter 1, you have the general proposition of the creation of man. Chapter 2, you have the laying out of the particulars. Chapter 1 gives the statement of fact; Chapter 2 clarifies the details. And so this affirms that Chapter 2 is not another story of creation, but a detailed account.

So that when you come to Verse 5, you are not, prior to day three, prior to the creation of plants, you are actually in day six. And what verse 5 is saying is not that there weren’t any plants and there weren’t any trees, because there were, and they were already created. And they didn’t need rain and they also didn’t need man to till the ground. They were created on day three. So whatever “shrubs” are of the field and whatever “plants” are of the field, they are not the plants and trees of day three.

But they are something else. And this becomes fascinating to me. In fact, the word for shrub is “siach,” in Hebrew; and the word for plant is “eseb.” The “siach” of the field and the “eseb” of the field had not yet sprung up for two reasons. They were dependent on rain, which didn’t come for a thousand years, and they were dependent on man tilling the soil, which he never did until after <what> after the fall. So whatever these plants are, they are dependent on rain on the one hand, and dependent on the tilling of the soil. So the revelation of God is simply telling us that as we begin the generation of man, we are in a pre-fall environment. The fall led to rain ultimately in the flood. The fall led to man tilling the soil, which brought about certain plants that were not in existence before the fall.

So when this verse declares that these species were missing, it is really saying that these kinds were wanting, but not other kinds. And that’s the point. So what he is saying is this: When God first created man, there were no thorns and thistles.

What are the plants of the field? It is the barley, oats, wheat, any cultivated grain that you make bread out of. You’re going to sweat tilling the ground to bring forth crops. And, you know, in the prefall world, there weren’t any cultivated fields. Men didn’t till the ground; they didn’t make rows and plant seeds and grow crops. They didn’t do that. In the original garden, there was a flourishing of everything that man could ever want to eat in varieties that were probably beyond his description. And the earth brought forth everything of its own accord. And there were no thorns, and there were no thistles that make the whole tilling process so difficult.

What we’re learning then in Verse 5 is that when the story of man begins, it begins before that ever happened. There was no rain. You know what rain does? It just causes weeds to grow, doesn’t it? Does in my yard. It does all over the world. And there was no man to till the ground, no rain, no weeds, no man and no crops. So what do we learn here? When God planted the plants and planted trees on the third day, there was a world of vegetation; trees and plants that naturally reproduced themselves by seed alone. But there were none of these other kinds of plants. 

Now in that day also, look at Verse 6. And there’s been confusion about this Verse as well, even the way it’s translated in the NAS. “A mist <the waters of the deep> used to rise from the earth and water the whole surface of the ground.” Now this has been a somewhat traditional idea; that there was some kind of evaporation coming off the ground and watering the earth. There wasn’t any rain, but that doesn’t mean there wasn’t any water. He tells us what happened. Literally, in the Hebrew, it says “The waters of the deep.” This doesn’t convey to me the idea of a mist. It literally means something that gushes up out of the ground. It’s used, for example, in Numbers 21:17, which talks about, “Spring up, O well.” 

Last week we discovered from Ezekiel that the location of Eden was actually on the mount or mountain of God. Therefore the water sprung up out of the center of Eden and flowed and flooded all of Eden.

So the whole earth was watered; not by rain coming down, but by water coming up from springs literally covering the ground, water gushing up from the ground; an intensely high water table. Not just one spring, but a flow rising from the earth watering the whole surface of the ground. The whole earth was literally saturated with water that was in a constant subterranean upward spring. And the water would come up and it would flow back and surely down into subterranean sources again, and cycling back up again to water the earth. There was no hydrological cycle. There was no evaporation to the clouds; the clouds moving over the land dropping water and flowing across the earth and back into rivers and back into the sea and then evaporation.

So in the original creation, the whole world of plants and trees did not receive water from above. They received water from below. And the ability, this is very interesting, the ability of the earth to produce flourishing plants and flourishing trees, listen carefully, was never dependent on rain. Which sometimes comes, and sometimes does not, okay? Do we understand that? Do we understand drought? Do we understand what it’s like in places where the rain never falls? Do we understand what it’s like when you have a severe drought that produces famine? Sure we do. Do you understand then that rain is a judgment? It was a judgment when it came the first time, wasn’t it? It was a severe judgment. And it is the unpredictability of rain <now listen> that gives God the right to give it or hold it back, according to His will. Sometimes, the rain comes; sometimes, it doesn’t. It is very unpredictable. Rain is a product of the fall.

Genesis 13:10 (NIV)

10Lot looked up and saw that the whole plain of the Jordan was well watered <Now look at this>, like the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt, toward Zoar. (This was before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.)

And if any of you know anything about the amazing function of the Nile River, you know exactly what he’s referring to. The Nile River overflows its banks and literally drowns all of the Egyptian delta in water. And it does that annually. And certainly throughout all of history it has been the source of the flourishing productivity of that area. And so that’s sort of a picture, a post-fall picture of what it was like in Eden, and all over the world, before the fall. 

There was water everywhere covering the ground; not coming from above, but coming from springs and rivers and saturating the ground. There was a consistent water supply, unbroken, uninterrupted and not at all unpredictable. And it’s in the hands of a sovereign God to give the rain, to hold the rain back. 

Now you look at these two verses, you realize when man was first created, he didn’t have to deal with the issues that came because of his sin. There weren’t any weeds. There weren’t any crops to till and plant, and there wasn’t any rain to worry about. It was a perfect world. 

And then came sin, and all that changed. And now God controls the rain, to give it or hold it back.

Psalm 147:8 (NIV)

8He covers the sky with clouds; he supplies the earth with rain and makes grass grow on the hills.

Job 5:10 (NIV)

10He bestows rain on the earth; he sends water upon the countryside.

It’s always at God’s discretion that the rain comes.

Joel 2:23 (NIV)

23Be glad, O people of Zion, rejoice in the LORD your God, for he has given you the autumn rains in righteousness. He sends you abundant showers, both autumn and spring rains, as before.

Matthew 5:45, God makes the: “Rain to fall on the just and the unjust.”

Acts 14:17, Paul is defining the true God and he says it’s God who gives you “Rain from heaven.” Rain is in His hand to give it as He sees fit, as a blessing, or to use it as judgment. 

Jeremiah Chapter 5, “Our Lord God who gives rain in its season, both the autumn rain and the spring rain.” It’s our God who determines the crop, and whether the crop is going to grow. It talks about how God controls the heavens and controls the earth, and everything that is in it. He is the one who makes the earth quake. He is the one who sends the rain. And the prophets have said that repeatedly. He is the one who sends the lightening and the thunder, and he controls all that is associated with the rain. It’s the God of heaven who controls it all. 

Jeremiah 14:22: “Are there any among the idols of the nations who give rain?” Jeremiah says: Do you know any idol who can make it rain? “Or can the heavens grant showers” on their own? “Is it not Thou, O Lord, our God? Therefore, we hope in Thee,” says Jeremiah. He knows where the rain comes from. It comes from God. He gives it when he desires to give it, and withholds it.

Amos 4:7 God can use the rain to destroy, as He did in the flood. There are other illustrations of that. I don’t want to get too bogged down in this.

But there are times when God has withheld rain and, consequently, created havoc in the world.

So it was in this environment that: 7the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being. There is the creation. Now, we know that God created man in His own image from Chapter 1 Verse 26. But here we are told how he did it. He formed man of dust.

Job 10:8 says: “Your hands fashioned” me “and made me all together.” By the way, folks, there’s no evolution here. Do you see that? Do you see any evolution in Verse 7? Do you see any prehuman hominoid ancestors there? There’s nothing here about God watched man evolve, or God controlled man’s evolution. God literally created man out of nothing, using the dust of the ground.

Job 4:19 man is described as: “Those who dwell in houses of clay, whose foundationis in the dust.”

Job 10:9: “Remember now, that you have made me as clay” <and then Job says> “And would you turn me into dust again?” The testimony of Scripture is that God made man not from an ape or a baboon but He made man from dust. That is the testimony of scripture; unequivocally the testimony of the scripture. Frankly, Verse 7 is a death blow to any evolutionary view whatsoever that makes man the process of some series of hominoid mutations.

Isaiah 29:16 likens man to clay being fashioned by the potter.

And Paul picks that same imagery up:

Romans 9:20-21 (NIV)

20But who are you, O man, to talk back to God? “Shall what is formed say to him who formed it, ‘Why did you make me like this?’ “ 21Does not the potter have the right to make out of the same lump of clay some pottery for noble purposes and some for common use?

Also in Isaiah 45:9, we find a similar indication where it talks about the clay, man being the clay, somehow arguing with the potter. You also find that in Isaiah 64:8. 

Now for a minute look at Genesis 3:19. Part of the curse on man is that he is going to die. 

Genesis 3:19 (NIV)

19By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.”

You come from dust; you shall return to dust. Reminds me of the little boy who looked under the bed and saw a whole lot of dust, and said to his mom: Quick, mom, somebody’s comin’ or goin’. Now in Verse 23 again it says:

Genesis 3:23 (NIV)

23So the LORD God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken.

Listen: It’s repeated enough times that anybody who says man developed out of a series of hominoid mutations is flatly denying the clear statement of Scripture; that God created man out of elements that are in the dust. I say: What does this men? Well, the smallest particles of the earth or the basic chemical elements are nitrogen, oxygen, hydrogen, calcium. We know those components. They make up everything. They make up the dust, and they make us up as well. We are made out of the same basic chemical elements. The atoms that compose dirt are like the atoms that compose our bodies and everything else that exists. We are all made out of the same stuff.

1 Corinthians 15:47-48 (NIV)

47The first man was of the dust of the earth, the second man from heaven. 48As was the earthly man, so are those who are of the earth; and as is the man from heaven, so also are those who are of heaven.

You know, you look at a rock and you say well, that’s certainly, that’s an inanimate thing. Am I made of the same components as that rock? The answer is yes. Modern science will verify that you are. So God used some basic substantial chemical material and He made man; the same way He made dirt and rocks, out of the same components. No evolution at all. 

And then it says: “He breathed into his nostrils the breath of life.” Now, that’s a picture. That’s a vivid picture. You see God, and He’s made Adam, and He’s made him out of dirt, and he is this, he is just this physical form. And then God, as it were, puts his mouth, and God is a spirit yet he blows into his “nostrils the breath of life.” That’s the imagery. This is to convey the thought that though man had all the physical apparatus, all the organs for life, the immeasurable reality of life is something that’s not really part of those physical components. There is a transcendent reality of life that only God can give, and it’s an immeasurable thing. It’s an immeasurable thing. God then blew into him life, and started the breathing apparatus moving; the heart pumping, the blood circulating, and all of the bodily organs moving in their symbiotic harmony of life. It’s “the breath of life,” he calls it, “the breath of life.”

So God literally blew life into everything that lives; everything that is animated. Breath is “ruach.” It’s the same word as “wind.” It is the same word as “spirit.” But only into man, although he breathed life into all living creatures, only into man is God breathing life that is “in His own image.”

1 Corinthians 15:45 (NIV)

45So it is written: “The first man Adam became a living being” ; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit.

Folks, there’s no evolution here. There’s no time here. There’s no process. There’s no mutating. There’s no survival of the fittest. There was no pre-Adamic man of any kind. There is no pre-human man. There is no transitional man. And I’m telling you: I am constantly amazed and I suppose amused at the bizarre, unfounded, confused imaginations of evolution that have created nothing but an inexplicable, irrational, unprovable, chaotic complex of tangled schemes to explain what God said in one Verse. One Verse. That’s the creation of man. 

Now last time we talked about the location of man, tonight we talked about the creation of man and in two weeks, we will talk about the creation of woman. 

Pray
Let’s pray. Father, it’s so wonderful to come to grips with the reality of what the Word is saying; to get down into the text and really grasp it. How thrilling it is to see all that you have said and how it’s unfolded so wonderfully, when we look deeply into your word. Father, we are blessed, so greatly blessed that we, of all people on the face of the earth, will someday understand what it’s like to live in a paradise, what it’s like to live in a world without sin, a perfect paradise regained, the glories of eternal heaven. Father, we can’t even imagine what it’s going to be like when there’s no sin, no curse, and only delight and joy and fulfillment. Just the way it was, only even greater when You first created man. How sad we are that sin came. How glad we are that our Savior came to save sinners. And we praise You, and we thank You. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.
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