Creation or Evolution - Part 1

Genesis 1:1

First, a couple scientific thoughts on Creation vs. Evolution:

1. SCIENTIFIC FACT: The Oceans gets saltier and saltier each year. Calculating backwards to when there would have been fresh water, it would have been about 6,000 years ago, biblically about the same time as Noah and the flooding of the earth.

2. SCIENTIFIC FACT: In 1969, during the first moon landing, the scientists calculated the earth at 25 Billion years old (but they still cannot explain how it began even then). If you read your science books, you’ll discover that they had these long pod like legs attached to the spacecraft. They also hovered the spacecraft over their landing site for about 20 seconds prior to landing. They wanted to blow away all of the space dust so they did not sink into this mountain of dust. They had calculated based upon prior missions the amount of space dust to be accumulated on the moons surface to be over 69 feet deep with the earth’s existence being 25 billion years old. The result? The dust was less than ½” deep or about 10,000 years of meteorological dust accumulation.

3. SCIENTIFIC FACT: Carbon dating has been proven to be very inaccurate when tested with known dated samples. We must remember they are always dealing with current samples.

4. SCIENTIFIC FACT: Not one of the fossil records uncovered show any evolution process, in other words, there is a complete lack of fossil intermediates in all geological records. The highly publicized “Neanderthal Man”, the so-called bridge between the Ape and Man, discovered in Indiana in the early 1900’s was based solely on conjecture of the discovery of a single tooth. There has been no fossil records discovered anywhere showing any evolutionary process; that is the bridging of species.

5. SCIENTIFIC FACT: The rotation of the earth actually gets a little slower. To go back 25 billion years ago, the earth would have been spinning like a top with obviously with no evolution going on the planet earth.

6. SCIENTIFIC FACT: The magnetic field (You know, the compass) actually gets weaker each year. To back 25 billion years ago, the earth would have been a piece of molten lava from the heat of the magnetic field with obviously with no evolution going on the planet earth.

7. SCIENTIFIC FACT: People often ask of the dinosaurs, what about them? The actually existed during the time of Job, the oldest recorded book in the Bible. Read Job 40:15-24. It describes the dinosaur actually being in existence at the same time as Job. And also note that the tail like a cedar rules out an elephant or hippopotamus.

Reading the creation account carefully, you can discover that there was actually an ice (water) canopy around the earth prior to the flood. The earth was in a controlled pressure chamber for about 2000 years allowing much longer lives, giants and also dinosaurs, all recorded in the Bible prior to and shortly after the flood. It has been shown that if you take some of the lizards we now have in existence, contain them in this chamber, they will live longer and keep eating and eating and getting bigger and bigger, hence, dinosaurs.

8. SCIENTIFIC FACT: People think that the Grand Canyon was created over billions and billions of years showing the different “periods” of the earth’s developments in the different layers. This was recreated very dramatically during the eruption of Mt. Saint Helens Volcano several years ago. It very quickly created extremely deep ravines similar to the Grand Canyon, showing the earth’s developments in the different layers with trees protruding through the different layers. Conclusion: The Grand Canyon was probably created during the time when the earth was flooded. Much of the same type of “mud” that is in the Grand Canyon is currently found in the desert region in Arizona, south of the Grand Canyon.

It takes a lot more faith to believe in Evolution rather than in a Righteous and Holy God who can create all things by simply speaking the His Word.

Genesis 1:1 (NIV)







     PLEASE STAND
1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

Pray
In the beginning God(s) created the heavens and the earth.

Now I want to begin with a few sort of disclaimers, if I can, a few things that maybe you need to keep in mind. First of all, I’m not a scientist. I don’t claim to be a scientist. I am a theologian, I am a Bible teacher, I am a part-time philosopher, but I am not a scientist. And so, when it comes to those matters that are scientific, I have to basically move to somebody else and trust them as an authority where I am not an authority. This will not largely be of scientific study but it will be a study of the Scripture, a study of theology with a little bit of rationality thrown into it.

Secondly, I will not answer every question this morning. I know that what I don’t say this morning is going to create questions, I will get to those questions as we move through the text of Scripture. I will deal with things like theistic evolution. I will deal with things like day age theory, deal with viewpoints like progressive creationism as we go along, but we’ll not be able to deal with all of that this morning. And I really do believe that you’re going to find the answer to your questions about origins primarily from the text of Scripture. The issues such as progressive creationism, theistic evolution are really answered by the text itself. And so we’re going to find our way through the text of Genesis chapter 1 into chapter 2 and therein we’re going to secure the great answers to the questions that arise about origins.

But to begin with this morning I want to address the concept, I want to sort of set the picture in your mind as to the debate. This is critical for all of us and it is most critical for those who are students. If you are a junior-high student, if you are a high-school student, if you are a college or university student in any other than a distinctively Christian school, you are going to be given this indoctrination about evolution as if it were fact and you’re going to find that what I’m going to be saying to you is contrary to just about everything you hear. We’ll set the stage for that contrast this morning, and then we’ll get into the text of Scripture and see how Scripture itself addresses popular evolutionary theory.

It is also important to all of us because understanding origins in the book of Genesis is foundational to the rest of the Bible. If Genesis chapter 1 and chapter 2 don’t tell us the truth, then why should we believe anything else in the Bible? If it says in the New Testament that the Creator is our Redeemer, that God is not the Creator, then maybe He’s not the Redeemer either. If it tells us in 2 Peter that God Himself will bring about an instantaneous dissolution of the entire universe as we know it, that God in a moment will uncreate everything, then that has tremendous bearing upon His power to create, the same One who with a word can uncreate the universe is capable of creating it as quickly as He desires.

So what we believe about creation, what we believe about Genesis has implications all the way to the end of Scripture, implications with regard to the veracity and truthfulness of Scripture, implications as to the gospel and implications as to the end of human history all wrapped up in how we understand origins in the book of Genesis. The matter of origins then is absolutely critical to all human thinking. It becomes critical to how we conduct our lives as human beings. Without an understanding of origins, without a right understanding of origins, there is no way to comprehend ourselves. There is no way to understand humanity as to the purpose of our existence, and as to our destiny. If we cannot believe what Genesis says about origins, we are lost as to our purpose and our destiny. Whether this world and its life as we know it evolved by chance, without a cause, or was created by God has immense implications for all of human life.

Now there basically are only two options. You can either believe what Genesis says or not. And that is not over simplification.

Now the divine equation given in the Bible in contrast to nobody times nothing equals everything, the divine equation is found in Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” I don’t know how it could be said any more simply or more straightforwardly than that. Either you believe God did create the heavens and the earth or you believe He did not.

So again I say, you’re left really with two choices. You either believe Genesis or you don’t. You either believe the Genesis account that God created the heavens and the earth, or you believe they somehow evolved out of random chance.

Looking at the account of Genesis 1:1 for just a brief moment, the words in that first verse are quite remarkable. They are indicative of the incredible mind of God. God says in that first verse everything that could have been said about creation and He says it in such few terms. The statement is precise and concise almost beyond human composition. A well-known scientist, a very decorated scientist named Herbert Spencer died in 1903. In his scientific career he had become noted for one great discovery, it was a categorical contribution that he made. He discovered that all that exists in the universe can be contained in five categories, time, force, action, space and matter. Herbert Spencer said everything that exists, exists in one of those categories, time, force, action, space and matter. Nothing exists outside of those categories. That was a very astute discovery and didn’t come until the nineteenth century.

Now think about that. Spencer even listed them in that order, time, force, action, space and matter. That is a logical sequence. And then with that in your mind, listen to Genesis 1:1. “In the beginning,” that’s time, ”God,” that’s force, “created,” that’s action, “the heavens,” that’s space, “and the earth,” that’s matter. In the first verse of the Bible God said plainly what man didn’t catalog until the nineteenth century. Everything that could be said about everything that exists is said in that first verse.

Now either you believe that or you don’t. You either believe that that verse is accurate and God is the force or you believe that God is not the force that created everything. And then you’re left with chance or randomness or coincidence.

This is more than just a secondary issue. Someone wrote a letter to the president of the Promise Keepers, and I’m not particularly singling them out except that the illustration is so clear because of the response they wrote, asking them about their stand on the creation issue. The assistant to the president responded with this statement, quote: “You need to know that the ministry of Promise Keepers takes no stand on issues like this. In fact we specifically try to avoid such debates. Our efforts are designed to bring men together based on the historically essential doctrines of orthodox Christianity as represented by our Statement of Faith, or to focus on things that unite the body of Christ instead of those which tend to divide it. Since different churches and individual Christians hold varying views about creation, it is one of those things we believe falls under the category of secondary doctrines, secondary doctrines such as spiritual gifts, eternal security and the Rapture, etc. In short, when it comes to subjects like creation, we believe Christians need to extend grace to each other as summed up in the statement in essentials unity and non-essentials liberty and all things charity,” end quote. 

Now that’s a pretty aggressive statement about the secondary nature of a belief in the Genesis account, isn’t it? It doesn’t address the issue that if you don’t believe the book of Genesis you’re not believing the Bible. I’m not trying to throw aspersions on that organization but simply to say that this is what is generally the view of the majority of Christian people. Whether the world was created by God or evolved by chance without cause has been debated a long time. It’s been debated since Darwin. But the debate comes down to this, either you believe the Bible or you don’t. Either you believe the book of Genesis or you don’t. And if you don’t believe the book of Genesis, then what do you believe? Well in most cases you believe in naturalistic evolution. There would be some who would be theistic evolutionists who would say well God sort of launched it all, but then evolution took over and they would deny that the Genesis account is accurate in saying that God created in six twenty-four days. Progressive creationists would essentially say the same thing that creation is not, did not occur as Genesis says but rather it was over long ages and God sort of progressively injecting Himself into the process did some creative work alongside the evolutionary process. 

Those views, theistic evolution, progressive creationism, also deny the straightforward text of the book of Genesis. So I say again, you either believe Genesis or you don’t. If you don’t, you have some options. You can be a theistic evolutionist or you can be a naturalistic evolutionist. Among Christians there are some who are theistic evolutionists but among those who make up the unbelieving world they are naturalistic evolutionists. And so they are left with the incredible notion that nobody times nothing equals everything.

We have two options. Either we evolved out of the slime and can be explained only in a materialistic sense, meaning that we are made of nothing but the material, or we have been created by God and made in His image in a heavenly pattern. And the debate is not just biological, that’s what I’m trying to say, it’s not just biological, it’s moral and it’s spiritual. The debate gets to questions about man’s dignity, about man’s nature in the image of the heavenly pattern, the image of God. It asks questions about the issue of control, who is sovereign in the universe, who is in control. It asks, “Is there a universal judge? Is there a universal moral law? Is there a lawgiver? Are to people to live according to God’s standard? Will there be a final assessment of how men and women live? Is there a final judgment?”

You see, these are the questions that evolution was invented to avoid. Evolution was invented to kill the God of the Bible not because evolutionists and materialists and naturalists didn’t like God as creator, but because they didn’t want God as judge. Evolution was invented in order to kill the God of the Bible, to eliminate the lawgiver, to eliminate the inviolability of His law, the binding standard for human thought and conduct. Evolution was invented to do away from universal morality and universal guilt and universal accountability. Evolution was invented to eliminate the judge and leave people free to do whatever they want without guilt and without consequences.

I mean, if we just kind of summed up these two alternatives, the materialistic view would say, “Ultimate reality is impersonal matter. No God exists.” 

The Christian view says, “Ultimate reality is an infinite, personal, loving God.” 

The materialistic view says, “The universe is created by chance, without any ultimate purpose.” 

The Christian view says, “The universe was lovingly created by God for a specific purpose.” 

The materialistic view says, “Man is the product of impersonal time, plus chance, plus matter. As a result, no man has eternal value or dignity nor any meaning other than that which is subjectively derived.”

The Christian view says, “Man was created by God in His image and is loved by God. Because of this all men are endowed with eternal value and dignity. Their value is not derived ultimately from themselves, but from the source transcending themselves, God Himself.” 

The materialistic view of morality says, “Morality is defined by every individual according to his own views and interests. Morality is ultimately relative because every person is the final authority for his own views.”

The Christian view says, “Morality is defined by God and immutable because it is based on God’s unchanging, holy character.”

The materialistic view says about the afterlife, “The afterlife brings eternal annihilation, or personal extinction for everyone.”

The Christian view says, “The afterlife involves either eternal life with God, or eternal separation from Him. Either the glories of heaven, or the terrors of hell.”

Now, folks, let me tell you something. Which of those views you take is not a secondary issue, it is a primary issue not only for science but for theology. How in the world can Christianity view those as secondary issues? This is the foundation of all truth. 

Christianity does not begin with accepting Jesus Christ as Savior. Christianity begins in Genesis 1:1, God created the heavens and the earth for purpose and destiny that He Himself had determined. Understanding and believing the doctrine of creation in the book of Genesis is foundational in accepting, listen carefully, that the Holy Bible is to be taken seriously when it speaks to the real world. 

When you tamper with Genesis 1 you are tampering with the Word of the living God and you are taking the divine account of real creation in real space and real time and you’re saying, “It is not accurate, it is not legitimate, it is not the truth.” That is a serious assault and it loosens up the Scripture from reality and divorces religion, the true religion, from reality. That is severe.

So evolution would love to do that. It would love to ungod God, it would love to strip Scripture of its veracity. It wants to reject God as lawgiver, judge, Savior. It wants to destroy the dignity of man as created in the image of God. And it gets pretty ridiculous, doesn’t it? According to evolution man is quantitatively better than the animals, that is he has some features that animals don’t have, but qualitatively he’s not better. He has a bigger brain quantitatively but qualitatively he was not created in God’s image. Therefore it is ethically wrong to violate the rights of other animals who are our literal brothers, evolutionarily speaking.

And you’ve read it all. I’ve read animal rights groups that maintain eating meat is murder. Man is the tyrant species. Killing cows is murder. And there was one who said that killing chickens is equal to the holocaust, perpetrated by the Nazis on the Jews. This kind of idiocy comes because these people really do believe that man is simply the end of an evolutionary series of chance occurrences that has no purpose and has no destiny and is not made in the image of God. He is not bearing any dignity beyond any other along the line in that evolutionary process.

Hitler saw in evolutionary theory the scientific justification for his personal view just the same as social Darwinists of the nineteenth century. There’s no question that evolution was behind all Nazi thought from beginning to the end. Eric Fromme wrote, “The religion of social Darwinism belongs to the most dangerous elements within the thoughts of the last century. It aides the propagation of ruthless national and racial egoism by establishing it as a moral norm. If Hitler believed in anything at all, then it was in the laws of evolution which justified and sanctified his actions and especially his cruelties.” How does that work? Evolution is the survival of <what> the fittest. Hitler was just playing out the evolutionary role. He was the fittest and so he massacred everybody else under the evolutionary thesis that he was perpetuating the strongest and he was aiding in the development of the super race. That was all born out of evolutionary theory. In the biological theory of Darwin Hitler found his most powerful weapon against traditional, against religious and Christian values. And so he destroyed the Jews, he destroyed the blacks, he destroyed the Gypsies and he was aiding natural selection and fulfilling the evolutionary biological dream.

If you read anything of Darwin’s you find he’s continually filling all his writings with tremendous doubts. For example, in his chapter on imperfections in the geological record he complained that the complete lack of fossil intermediates in all geological records was perhaps, quote, “the most obvious and gravest objection which can be urged against my theory.” In other words, he was at least honest enough to admit that the thing didn’t make any sense.

Darwin even said, “I am determined to escape from design and a personal God at all costs.” To the end of his life he was in that war, trying as he would to escape from the God he never really could. And finally his emotional life withered under the strain of the battle, religious feelings disappeared and with it everything else, the world became cold and dead. And in the end Darwin apparently received a taste of his own medicine. He had deprived the universe of God and all meaning and so he had deprived himself of all meaning.

Darwin was literally not only killing God for himself but killing God for everybody else. One writer says, “His life was one long attempt to escape from the church and to escape from God. It is this that explains so much that would otherwise be incongruous in his life and character.”

Let’s just get the record straight. Evolution is all about getting rid of God, the God of the Bible, the authority of Scripture with its moral implications. And even Christian people who want to go to Genesis I don’t believe have the liberty to tell us that Genesis 1 doesn’t mean what it says. Why would we want to join forces with those whose effort is directly against the authority of the God of Scripture?

Now, for a few minutes I want to get a little philosophical. I think you’ll enjoy this. In the end the evolutionist says that things happen by chance. We get rid of the God of the Bible, we get rid of the God of Genesis, we get rid of the Creator and then we’ve got chance. Chance is the cause of creation rather than God being the cause of creation.

Now when I say the word “chance”, it once was largely restricted to describing mathematical probability. Where we could say, “Well, if I go over there there’s a chance I might see her because she may be coming this way.” Or, “If I put this money in this account there’s a chance this might happen and I’ll make this amount of money.” “If I move into that community and begin to meet some people there’s a chance there that I might develop some interest in my business.” There’s a mathematical probability. That’s what chance basically used to mean. And then it kind of got broadened a little bit and it took on broader application to include any unpredictable event, any sort of probability no matter how remote or any coincidence no matter how seemingly impossible.

Evolution is absurd on the basis of encoded information in the DNA of living organisms. Every living organism has in it encoded information called DNA. DNA is genetic material and on that genetic material in every living thing is a code and that is an operative code and that living organism, whether you’re talking about a cell or whether you’re talking about a large man and everything in between, all of that operation of every living thing is dependent on that encoded information. And listen to this, every different living thing has a completely different code. That’s a code of information in every living thing.

It was over a hundred years ago that Louis Pasteur proved that spontaneous biogenesis (evolution) cannot occur. A cell cannot increase its complexity. A cell cannot add information necessary in its DNA, or its genetic code, to take itself to a higher level. That is impossible. It has never been done, it has never been seen.

Darwin had no clue about that. There was no genetic study when he wrote his Origin of the Species. He didn’t know anything about DNA.

It has been discovered in recent years that the genetic programs consist of about one-thousand-million bits of information. Where did the information come from? A monkey has a monkey code and the DNA and the chromosomes and the genetics just keep making the monkey behave like a monkey. There’s no code in there to turn the monkey into a man. There’s no such thing as jumping out of your species. Where did this genetic information come from? It couldn’t evolve out of nowhere. It’s too precise.

Colossians 1:16 (NIV)

16For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him.

2 Timothy 3:16 (NIV)

16All Scripture is God-breathed … 

2 Peter 1:20-21 (NIV)

20Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation. 21For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

Genesis 1:1 (NIV)

1In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

John 1-3(NIV)

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was with God in the beginning. 3Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.

That’s another way of saying nothing evolved.

Hebrews 11:3 (NIV)

3By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command <not by evolution>
We can really conclude then that evolution is a false religion. And why in the world would we want to bring it into the Bible? Why would we want to borrow from the false religion of evolution and impose it upon the straightforward account of Genesis? That’s an assault on the revelation of God. And creation has never been disproven and evolution has never been proven.

Romans 1:18-23 (NIV)

18The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 20For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities - his eternal power and divine nature - have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse. 21For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 23and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles.
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