The Creation of Woman

Genesis 2:18-25
Let’s open our Bibles to Genesis Chapter 2, Genesis Chapter 2. The detailed, original history of man begins in Genesis 2:4 with the words:

Genesis 2:4 (NIV)

4This is the account <or “This is the generations”> of the heavens and the earth when they <meaning man and woman> were created. When the LORD God made the earth and the heavens - 
Now, remember, man and woman were created on day six. If you go back into Chapter 1 and Verse 29, you’ll find:
Genesis 1:29-30 (NIV)

29Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 30And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the ground - everything that has the breath of life in it - I give every green plant for food.” And it was so.

A side note is that everybody was vegetarian in the original creation, even the animals.

Now Chapter 2 goes back into day six and gives us the details. All we know about the other five days of creation is given in Chapter 1. But when you come to day six and, in particular, the creation of man, God knows we need more details. So Chapter 2 gives us more detail on the creation of man, which was from day six in Chapter 1. So what you have in Chapter 2 is an expansion of the creation of man indicated on day six in Chapter 1. 

Now the thing that sets man apart is he is created in God’s image. And I have been telling you that means he is given self-consciousness. Animals have consciousness, but not self-consciousness. He is conscious is of his own existence. He is given personality. He is given rationality. He is given creativity. And most importantly, he is the only one in all the creation of the heavens and the earth that can enjoy relationship, relationship. And that is indicated when God says: “Let Us make man.” God never says that in the creation of anything else except man. And God introduces Himself as a plurality in the creation of man, which indicates to us that man is going to be made to enjoy relationship, which God Himself enjoys, and that’s part of being made in God’s image. 

And verse 18 begins to detail the creation of woman.

Genesis 2:18-25 (NIV)

18The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.” 19Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all the birds of the air. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. 20So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts of the field. But for Adam no suitable helper was found. 21So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs and closed up the place with flesh. 22Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. 23The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.” 24For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. 25The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.
Pray
And verse 18 begins to detail the creation of woman.

Now remember, we’re always on day six in Chapter 2, so it’s still day six. And Verse 18, let’s start there. “Then the Lord God said”, this again on day six, after having created man, placed him in Eden, this wonderful garden, and warned him about not eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 18The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.” It is still day six. Adam is in the garden. Everything in the garden is “very good;” everything God has made is “very good,” but: “It is not good for the man to be alone.” That means it’s still on day six, because look at:

Genesis 1:31 (NIV)

31God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning - the sixth day.
So when you come to the end of the sixth day, everything is “very good.” But this isn’t the end of the sixth day yet. This is still in the sixth day, and everything is not “very good.” There is one thing that’s not good at all. And that is it’s not good for the man to be alone. So God says: “I will make a helper suitable for him.” It is not good, it is not very good, because man does not yet have a helper. That doesn’t mean that there was something that was bad, or something that was evil for, in fact, there wasn’t. It isn’t that anything in itself was less than good or less than perfect, because everything was perfect, and everything that had been created was good. But man’s position or man’s circumstance in the creation was not yet complete, and it couldn’t be good until it was complete. It wouldn’t be “very good” until it was not only perfect, but complete. And that completion required woman. And Verse 27 says on day six: “God created man,” Genesis 1:27, “God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.” That simply states that he did create the man and the woman on the sixth day. And here in this chapter we have more detail about that. 

So God says: “It is not good that man should be alone.” Though man, as created, was good and he was perfect, created perfectly by God, and his location in the Garden of Eden was perfect; everything around him was good. There was still one component missing. He could not do what it said for him to do in Genesis 1:28. He couldn’t: “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth.” He needs a partner. He needs an equal, a helper to complement him. And that simply means woman needed to be made in order to meet man’s insufficiency.

Now at this particular point in the creation, all reproducing creation was both male and female. All of it.

Genesis 6:19-21 (NIV)

19You are to bring into the ark two of all living creatures, male and female, to keep them alive with you. 20Two of every kind of bird, of every kind of animal and of every kind of creature that moves along the ground will come to you to be kept alive. 21You are to take every kind of food that is to be eaten and store it away as food for you and for them.”

And so God said, in order to complete man: I will make him a helper suitable for him.
Now this is a very important concept, and I want you to understand it. The Hebrew is “ezer kenegdo.” And it means a helper like him, or corresponding to him, or worthy of him is also contained in that idea. Somebody who is a perfect fit for man to make him capable of reproduction and ruling. And so we then are given some details about the creation of woman. 

Now, let’s see how God did this. Look at Genesis Chapter 2. Let’s see how he did this. In Verse 19, and this is very interesting. “19Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all the birds of the air. <Obviously, He didn’t bring the fish. They couldn’t have survived the trip> He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name.” Now it was God who created all the animals, not evolution. He made them all out of the original atomic and chemical material that was in the same chemical material and atomic material that the dust is made of.

So it says in Verse 19:  19Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all the birds of the air. I can’t imagine how anybody who wants to be faithful to scripture could find evolution in that statement. God made everything out of the ground; out of the same material that dirt is made of. He made it, whatever it is that lives, out of that same material. And all these animals that were in the sky and on the earth, He brought them to the man to see what he would name them. By his power, God could do this. Obviously, we see Him doing it in Genesis 6 even after the fall, when he collects all the animals for the ark. The God who created all the animals could collect them all. And so God collected all the animals, and he brought them before Adam. And Adam, who was more intelligent than you can ever imagine because his mind had never been corrupted by sin, in his unfallen condition 6,000 or so years ago, Adam was far more intelligent than anything we could imagine 6,000 years later, the victims of constant degeneration. And Adam had the capacity in his mind to look at all these creatures and to determine some characteristic about them and give them a name. 

Now at this particular point, we don’t know what language he spoke. But in whatever language he spoke, he gave them a name. There was at that time, and prior to the Tower of Babel, only one language. So whatever the language was, he used the language to give them a name. Now if Adam, and he certainly could have done this; it’s not unreasonable, if he could name ten of them a minute as they passed by, he could do 3,000 of them in five hours. I mean that’s, just gives you a little idea. And that would be covering some significant ground in naming the animals and the birds that God brought before him. And it isn’t so much the idea that God wanted them all to have names, but He wanted to set up the scenario a little bit for the creation of woman. Now, after all, as Adam looked at life, everything was perfect. The garden was perfect. The food provided was perfect. The scenery provided was perfect, and he was perfect. And he was conscious of the presence of God and communing with God. And he really had no concept of a woman, because none existed. And life seemed to him to be absolutely perfect at that point, certainly. But God was giving him an object lesson. As all these animals went by and he was recognizing some characteristics about them, one of the things he would note about these animals is that they all existed in pairs. It’s pretty clear that he could do all of this in that sixth day. Somebody said he had to do it before Eve was created, or the process would have taken much longer. And there might be some truth to that, because if a discussion ensued at every point, never get it done in one day. But nonetheless, he had the intelligence. And all the animals came by, and he named the animals. And as they passed by quickly and he named them, again, we don’t have any idea what he named them. I don’t think the point was to make some longstanding name. And don’t think for a minute it was the Latin name for animals that you find in an encyclopedia. It wasn’t. 

But he was recognizing that the design indicated to him that they all came in pairs. And Verse 20 says: 20So the man gave names to all the livestock <that would be those animals that could be domesticated>, the birds of the air and all the beasts of the field <probably referring to those which could not be domesticated>. But for Adam no suitable helper was found. It became very apparent to him. Now, remember, he’s only a few hours old, but he’s a full-grown man. And he’s been created in the midst of a perfect world. And he’s human.

Nothing in the animal kingdom was suitable for him. Now, there is no biological connection in any manner between man and animals. That is a very important thing to note. There was nothing in that entire creation that went by him which he noted with enough attention to give a name that designated some feature about it; there was nothing that he saw that went by that was suitable for him. 

There was nothing compatible for him. There was no partner, no counterpart. None was like him. There was no animal that could provide fellowship. There was no animal that could provide companionship. And it’s abundantly clear that he wouldn’t have said that, he wouldn’t have recognized that, if he had just evolved from some of them. If Adam was, as some are telling us today, if he was essentially an ape’s body with a sort of emerging human mind, it would be ridiculous to say about him that he couldn’t find anything in common with anything that he saw. The notion of human evolution finds no place here. It wasn’t anything he saw that was in any way compatible with him. So Adam comes to the conclusion that in all the creation he, alone, is alone. And since there was in the animal kingdom no creature capable of a relationship to man, God made one. Verse 21: “So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall on the man.” God is the original anesthesiologist. And God is the original surgeon. And He: “Caused a deep sleep to fall on” Adam, because God was going to do an operation. And it says: “He slept.” He slept while God operated. And here was the operation. The NAS says: “He took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh at that place.” 

So God puts Adam out, and then He takes his divine scalpel, as it were, and He cuts open Adam. And then He closes up the flesh at the place where he did the surgery. It’s a fairly common look at surgery, only a very uncommon surgeon. And by the way, the word, the term “ribs,” the word “ribs” really doesn’t say it well enough. Because when you think of a rib, you think of a bone, right? And rightly so. That’s what a rib is. But the word “tsela,” t-s-e-l-a transliterated, tsela, is used about 35 times in the Old Testament. Thirty-five times. This is the only time they ever translated it “rib.” Thirty-four times, it’s not translated “rib.” Now maybe that’s just a tradition. Twenty of those 35 times it’s translated “side.” And that’s essentially what we would translate it. God literally put him to sleep and then slit open his side. In case you are wondering, men don’t have one less rib than women. And God, it doesn’t say God took out a rib. In fact, look at Verse 23. 23The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and <what> flesh of my flesh. So when God did the surgery, he didn’t just take bone. He took what? The flesh. So it’s not limited to just a rib. Got took out of man some bone and some flesh, part of man’s side.

Verse 22: 22Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man. So the woman was created, listen to this, with material from the man. Now again, according to Chapter 1 Verse 27, she was made “in the image of God.” That is, she has all the same characteristics of self-consciousness, cognition, spirituality, personality, relationship, emotion, all those things, creativity. All that the “image of God” gives to a man, also He gives to a woman. The only difference is that God made Adam out of dirt, and God made Eve out of Adam.

And really, I don’t think that either one has any bragging rights.

And then Verse 22 says he: Brought her to the man. After God had sewed up his side by some divine miracle, he brought the woman to the man in all her perfection. She would have been a mature woman, of course, for Adam was a mature man, with the capability and faculty to function as a man, and certainly the full intelligence of created man without sin, who could name all the thousands of animals brought before him in a very short space of time. And God brought to man this wonderful woman. By now, you see, he’s ready because he’s seen this, this sort of all day parade of creatures who all had partners. And he’s come to this clear conclusion that none of them are suitable for him, and how is he going to be “fruitful, multiply and replenish the earth”? And God sets him up, as it were, for the deep sleep and the provision. And then comes the first love song. You didn’t know that.

Genesis 2:23 (NIV)

23The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.”
Most translators set this apart, you see, in the text in a poetic form, recognizing it as poem. The man is frankly overwhelmed, and he launches into poetry. How many love songs have been penned for a woman? This is the first one, from Adam himself. And he says: “This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh.”

And then he gives her a name, and this is good. She shall be called Woman. In the Hebrew, the woman is “ishshah.” The word “ishshah” is the word “soft.” It comes from a root meaning “soft.” That was his first impression about the woman; she was soft. And that was by God’s design. I mean if you want to know what the perfect woman is like, I hate to tell you this, she was soft. And that, when he came down to one word to define her, it was “soft.” She shall be called “soft.” She came from man; she is soft. Now man has the perfect complement, the perfect partner. And then Adam’s poem to woman ends. It’s a short one, one verse. 

Verse 24. Now God’s going to make a comment on this relationship.  24For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. That is a comment from the creator. And this, my friends, establishes the foundation for marriage. And it also establishes the foundation for sexual behavior. There’s only one kind of sexual behavior that God recognizes in the human realm, and that is the sexual behavior between a man and a woman who have left father and mother and, cleaving to each other, have become one flesh. That is the only context in which God has ordained and recognized sexual conduct. 

So you had not only the creation of man on day six, but you have, in the creation of man, the creation of marriage. And you have in the creation of marriage the definition of sexual conduct: One man, one woman, leaving and cleaving, becoming one flesh for life. And what God established in the garden has never changed. Never changed. So that you have marriage defined right there in the classic statement of Genesis 2:24. This establishes God’s design for man made in His image to Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, subdue it and rule over it.  He does it through marriage. And marriage is defined as one man and one woman, leaving and cleaving, becoming one flesh for life. That is the only Biblical definition for marriage. Two women do not make a marriage. Even though Walmart says it will recognize homosexual men and women by hiring them, this is not marriage. Two men coming together, that is not a marriage. God does not recognize that as a marriage. Both of those are sins. They are iniquities of significant proportions; not to be recognized as marriage, but to be recognized as perversion. Any sexual conduct outside of marriage is also a violation of God’s design. What you have here is the exclusion of homosexuality, the exclusion of fornication and the exclusion of adultery. All sexual behavior is excluded, except that which is conducted within a marriage between a man and a woman who have left their parents, covenant together, make a lifelong bond and become one flesh. That’s what God established in the very beginning. 

So homosexuality; fornication, which is sexual conduct among unmarried people; adultery, which is sexual conduct among married people with other than their spouse, and divorce, are all violations of God’s primal creative purpose in this union. We as Christians cannot support anything other than one man, one woman, becoming “one flesh for life.” That is God’s original design.

And then there’s an interesting final comment in Verse 25, 25The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame. Does that fascinate you? 25The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame. Do you know why they weren’t ashamed?  Well, they weren’t ashamed because they didn’t know any evil. They didn’t know any evil. They didn’t know that sexual desire could be used for wicked purposes. They didn’t know that sexual desire could be perverted and twisted. They didn’t have any wicked thoughts running around in their imaginations. They had no capacity to feel shame because they didn’t know evil existed. 

We feel shame in our lives as sinners because we have evil thoughts, because we have evil desires. They didn’t exist. And there was a beauty in the shameless wonder of that original marriage. And they enjoyed to the fullest.

Hebrews 13.4, which is a great statement:
Hebrews 13:4 (NIV)

4Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral.

God brought them together, and they enjoyed the full joy of that relationship. And certainly, their marriage bed, as it were, was absolutely and utterly undefiled. They had no capacity to feel shame, because they had no knowledge of anything evil.  

In the beginning, in the perfect environment, there was perfect love. There was perfect rapture with each other in the perfection of wondrous creation by God. It was a shameless love that God gave these two. They had that kind of union that God has designed to be the pinnacle. And, of course, becoming “one flesh” means coming together as one. And that is certainly manifested when children are born; children being the very symbol, the very reality of the one flesh, because they bear the life of both the father and the mother. 

So woman was made for man, and there is where relationship begins. And folks, I want to tell you: This is the purest and greatest and most blessed and wondrous relationship that God has ever given. That’s why Peter calls it The grace of life in 1 Peter 3:7. It is the best that life has to offer. It is the best gift that God could ever give. Now I know there are some people who have the gift of singleness, but they are the exception.

And I know there are people who have corrupted this ideal, and they’ve gone through marriage and, after marriage, and they’ve committed fornication and adultery, and there’ve been people in homosexual sins. And all of that brings all kinds of guilt and all kinds of consequences into life, and really produces havoc in the lives of people. And we have to reach out for the grace of God, and we find His grace sufficient. God is a God of grace, and a God of forgiveness. But I’ll tell you: That doesn’t change the ideal. The ideal is one man, one woman in a strong bond for life becoming one flesh. No relationship outside of that can even come close to the joys and the fulfillment of that relationship. Woman was made specifically for Adam, to meet his needs; physical, emotional and relational needs. Marriage is the very, very, very best.

Proverbs, I don’t have time to develop, but Proverbs talks about being satisfied with your wife, and scripture just puts so much honor into marriage. It is the primary and essential relationship for man. If you want to be fulfilled as a man or a woman, this is where you find your great fulfillment.  

And having said that, obviously, your heart aches because there’ve been so many unfaithful wives and so many unfaithful husbands who have made havoc out of marriage. And that’s part of the curse; that’s part of the fall. That’s part of the, and we’ll see that when we get into Chapter 3. That’s part of the chaos that comes. But this is God’s ideal, and this is the wondrous way in which it all began. As soon as the fall came, Chapter 4 of Genesis, you have polygamy. Chapter 9, you have evil thoughts and evil words. Chapter 16, you have adultery. Chapter 19, you have homosexuality. Chapter 34 of Genesis, you have fornication. You have rape. Chapter 38, you have incest. Chapter 38, you have prostitution. Chapter 39, you have seduction. The enemy of the souls of men, as soon as the fall came, went after that relationship of marriage with a vengeance. Because that is the defining relationship of man’s life. It doesn’t say God created man, then he created woman, and then he had man join a union, or join the royal order of the goats, or a club, or get a membership at the country club or get a membership at the gym, or any other kind of relationship. The relationship for man in which he finds his greatest fulfillment and in which righteousness is passed from one generation to the next, is marriage. And that is the defining relationship for man. And immediately after the fall, it just gets assaulted. Conflict comes into it. And then you have polygamy, wickedness, adultery, homosexuality, fornication, rape, incest, prostitution, seduction, and that’s the story of the rest of history. And then you can add divorce. But as Jesus said in Matthew 19:8: From the beginning, it was not so. It was not so.
In the beginning, it was perfect and it was wonderful. And there was no shame about anything in that relationship, because there was no evil. Therefore, there was no consciousness of any potential evil. This was the wonder of the original creation.

Well, you can see where we are in the text. The next words, Chapter 3 Verse 1: 

Genesis 3:1 (NIV)

1Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made.

And here we go into the tragic fall of man, and we’ll look at that next time.

Pray
Father, we thank you again for your word. So many thoughts flood our minds and hearts as we think about the wonder of your creation, what it was like. We thank you, Lord, for this: That in Christ we have a measure of paradise regained. We thank you that in Christ we can know again the wonderful delight and joy and bliss and wonder, love, of marriage; that in Christ marriage becomes the grace of life; that in Christ we can leave and cleave in a strong bond, becoming one for life. We thank you that in Christ we can enjoy communion with you, as well as with each other. In Christ, we can go, as it were, into the paradise again, and walk and talk with you in the cool of the day, as the man and the woman once could do. We thank you that in Christ there is a great measure of paradise given back. We thank you for the joys of marriage, for the blessedness of that relationship with all its richness. We thank you, Father, for showing us again the wonder of your creation, and we give you all the glory. It didn’t happen by chance; it didn’t happen by random mutation. Every single thing that came into existence, including man and woman, were made by You, by your creative hand for your purpose. And Father, we pray that You would cause us always to believe Your word no matter what it says, because it is in fact your very word, spoken to us through inspired writers like Moses, who wrote the Pentateuch. 

And we thank you, Father, for the light that it sheds on life. You want the best for us. You have again shown us the best is marriage; a faithful husband, faithful wife, lovingly devoted to each other for life. That’s your best gift in the human realm. We thank you for it. And Lord, make our marriages what you would have them to be. Fill them with grace, and fill us with the Spirit, that we may live lives that cause us to enjoy the best. Keep marriages together; keep married people from sin. Keep your church free from the sins that destroy marriages. Keep your people who are married free from the seductions of sinful people who would seduce away a husband or seduce away a wife or cause a divorce. Restore to your people the ideal, as much as we can possibly enjoy that ideal in this life, and we know we can. We can be married for life and enjoy the sweetness and the delight of that most wonderful of all relationships. And we pray to that end for your glory in Christ’s name. Amen.
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