FOREKNOWLEDGE

As we begin the subject of Foreknowledge, let me remind you that we are dealing with subjects that have to do with the Sovereignty of God. None of these subjects are connected with man's power of choice. We notice that Adoption is an act of the Sovereign God whereby he sets a goal for the believer. It means to be Son‑placed.

Then, we looked at the subject of Predestina​tion, which is also a divine act whereby God makes the goal, "which is Adoption," certain for the be​liever. We who believe shall be Son‑placed, be​cause God has before the foundation of the world fixed this destination for us. Election is another definite act of God apart from man's power of choice. It is an act of God, and that alone. Now we turn to the subject of Foreknowledge. The three doctrines with which we have been dealing, Adoption, Predestination and Election are all acts of God, but when we turn to the subject of Foreknowledge it is not a divine act, but a divine at​tribute.

Pray
Romans 8:29 (KJV)
29For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.

I hope that I never become a "deep preacher." One can be so deep in their preaching, that no one understands what they are talking about. 2 Cor. 11:3 speaks of "the simplicity that is in Christ" that should be available to all.

I. The Interpretation of Foreknowledge

Many people believe that because God knows what will take place, therefore, he is totally responsible for all that does take place. You must keep clearly in mind, that the Foreknowledge of God is not an act of God, but an attribute. The fact of God's Foreknowledge admits that he is unmistakably certain of the clear know​ledge of all that will take place, but his Foreknow​ledge does not determine what takes place. God's Foreknowledge does not determine all of God's actions neither does His Foreknowledge determine the actions of men.

II. Its Simple Definition

Foreknowledge is a divine attribute of God, whereby God sees all things in the present tense. There is no past, present, or future with God. Neither time nor space means anything to him.

2 Peter 3:8 (KJV)
8But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.

III. ITS SCRIPTURAL ILLUSTRATION

Thus far in our study we have been making some definite statements. Now we turn to the Word of God to find a scriptural illustration that deals with the matter of the Foreknowledge of God.

Psalm 139:1-8 <Foreknowledge of God>
1O LORD, thou hast searched me, and known me. <God knows David> 2Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off. <God knows every thought that is being formed, even before it is expressed in words> 3Thou compassest my path and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways. 4For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O LORD, thou knowest it altogether. <God knows every word that you speak> 5Thou hast beset <hedged> me behind and before, and laid thine hand upon me. <protection, not judgment> 6Such knowledge <foreknowledge> is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it. 7Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence? 8If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. <God knows him totally, completely, at all times, and in all places>
Let us look at another illustration of Foreknowledge:
John 8:55-58 (KJV)
55Yet ye have not known him; but I know him: and if I should say, I know him not, I shall be a liar like unto you: but I know him, and keep his saying. 56Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad. 57Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham? 58Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am.

This declares that the knowledge of all things existed before him in the present tense. This is pos​sible because of that divine attribute of Fore​knowledge, whereby God sees all things in the present tense.

We have noticed the testimony of David, the testimony of the Lord Jesus Christ, and now notice the testimony of the Holy Spirit through the Apostle Paul:

Romans 8:28-30 (KJV)
28And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. 29For whom <the called according to his purpose> he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. <God speaks of all these transactions as though they had already taken place>
Man is called, foreknown, justified, predestinated, and glorified. All these are in the mind of God as in the present tense. God sees our glorification as though it were present. His future for us is present knowledge with God.

IV. Its Specific Limitation

6Such knowledge <foreknowledge> is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it. 7Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence? 8If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. <God knows him totally, completely, at all times, and in all places>
Let us turn again to Psalm 139. 1 want you to notice very carefully what David says in verse 8.

Psalm 139:8
6Such knowledge <foreknowledge> is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it.

It is not only high, says David, but it is "so high that I cannot attain unto it." Now what does he mean? He is dealing with the matter of Foreknowledge, and Foreknowledge belongs to the realm of the infinite. David was only finite and he is dealing with a truth that belongs in the realm of the infinite.

David lived on the earth. He was only human with human limitations. When, as a Christian, we deal with such a subject as the Foreknowledge of God, we are dealing with a truth that belongs in the realm of the infinite. In the matter of knowledge, as Christians, we are finite, and can​not go beyond that which God has revealed.

He declares as he tries to flee from his past and remember it no more; that God, knows all about his past, knows all about his future, just as clearly as he knows all about his present. Since I am only finite, and Foreknowledge is in the realm of the infinite, it is beyond my capacity and my ability, even by the aid of the Holy Spirit of God, to have or to possess such knowledge as that. It is Foreknowledge: it is infinite. To know that God knows the future, it rejoices the believer's heart.

Romans 8:28-30 (KJV)
28And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. 29For whom <the Christians> he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.

It rejoices the believer's heart.

V. Its Value

Now, what is the practical value to the believ​er, of this doctrine of Foreknowledge? Is there something in it for my soul? We have been saying that God knows all things past, present, and fut​ure, and I want to testify that I am glad he does. It rejoices my heart to know that he does, and God wants it to rejoice the hearts of his people.

Job 42:2 (KJV)

2I know that thou canst do every thing <God is all powerful>, and that no thought can be withholden from thee. <God has all knowledge>
Are you glad he does? God is all-wise; he understands everything perfectly. That made the heart of Job glad. It also made the heart of David glad.

What a God we have! He is the God of Abra​ham, Isaac, and Jacob. He is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. He knows the past, present, and the future. He is a God of love towards his children and wise in his planning for them.

God knows all about sin. Is there any​ thing about sin of which God does not have knowledge? He knows every single thing about sin. He knows the power of it in the human heart and life. He not only knows all about sin, but also knows about Satan, knows his past, present, and his future. With all Satan's tricks and deceit, he is not fooling God. He will never be able to produce the circumstance that will defeat the purpose and power of God's plans. God even knows all about the devil and his activities in the days that are to come. In the light of this, knowing that the eternal God knows all about sin and Satan, God has devised a salva​tion that is sufficient to overcome the wiles of Satan at every turn of the road.

God's Foreknowledge is the basis of his perfect plan of salvation. We have a salvation that is “devil‑proof," so that a man can feel perfectly safe when he embraces and trusts in Christ. So great is this salvation that the Apostle Paul was able to say with confidence and assurance,

Romans 8:37-39 (KJV)
37Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 38For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 39Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
At the meeting of the big three, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, salvation was devised and planned. That meeting took into considera​tion every act of the devil, all the wickedness and weakness of the flesh, and all the power and at​traction of the world. Men ought to turn from their sin and come to Jesus just as fast as they can.

God knows all your past. He knows all your present. He knows all your future. With this knowledge, he has made a perfect provision. He cares for us every step of the way. 

God's Fore​knowledge brings joy and gladness to the believing heart, for we know that God knows perfectly the road ahead, though often we do not.

Romans 11:33-36 (KJV)
33O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! 34For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor? 35Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again? 36For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen.
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