True Belief

This evening, I want to ask you a question. Have you ever heard of a man named Harry Houdini? Many of you have. He died in October of 1926. But his claim to fame was that he was a magician that specialized in spectacular escapes.

As a matter of fact, he was said to have laughed at locks, sneered at fetters. They said of Harry that he had the flexibility of an eel. He had the lives of a cat. They did all kinds of things to try to incarcerate him. They would seal him in coffins. He would escape. They riveted him into a boiler. He escaped. They sowed him up in canvas bags. He escaped. They locked him in a milk can. He escaped. They sealed him in a beer barrel. He escaped. They put him in maximum-security prison. And old Harry somehow got out.

But then in October 1926, old man death laid his hands on Harry Houdini and put him in a grave and he is yet to escape. As a matter of fact, he told his wife, if there is anyway out, I will find it. If there is any way out I'll make contact with you and we'll do it on the anniversary of my death. For 10 years she kept a light burning over his portrait. At the end of 10 years she turned out the light. Death had Harry and he couldn't escape.

Death laid his hands on the Lord Jesus Christ also. And death put Jesus in a rock-hewn tomb. And there was a stone in the mouth of that tomb and the seal of the Roman government was placed upon that tomb. But on the third day, Jesus Christ stirred himself. He rose from the sleep of death. And he left those grave clothes that were wrapped around him like a butterfly would forsake a cocoon. And Jesus Christ passed through the walls of that rock-hewn tomb. By the way, the stone wasn't rolled away to let Jesus out. It was rolled away to let the disciples in to see that Jesus had come back.

And Jesus Christ is alive. He is not behind us in a tomb. He is before us on a throne. We thank God for that.

The first time you or I ever heard about “believing in the Lord Jesus Christ,” it probably entered our minds, “What do you mean believe?” And so, we need to address that question. As we come this evening on Good Friday, to celebrate His death, to celebrate our salvation, this evening, its imperative that we understand the essence of what that salvation requires. For those of you who may not be Christians, this is, no doubt, the most important definition you've ever heard in your life.

Romans 10:9-10 (NIV)

9…if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.

Now Paul tells us how to be saved. And he says, to be saved you must believe in your heart that God raised Jesus from the dead, and you must confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord. Salvation is actually a negative term defining our new life. It means to be rescued from something, to be delivered, to be rescued.

One is, to confess with the mouth, the other is to believe in the heart.” But I want us to look at those because they are very basic.

Is it simply enough to believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead? To believe the objective historical fact of the resurrection, is that all? Why only this? And the answer is very simple, because the Resurrection is the focal point of everything else in the life and ministry of Christ. And if you believe in the Resurrection, it is a foregone conclusion that everything else falls into place.

God raised Him from the dead, because He was worthy of resurrection. Why? Because He lived a perfect life. God raised Him from the dead. Why? Because He had accomplished a perfect redemption. It assumes that the work on the cross was perfect; it assumes His perfect life; it assumes His perfect atonement, His perfect work on the cross. The resurrection of Christ by the Father, was the Father's “stamp of approval” on His life, His ministry, and His death. 

The resurrection then becomes the peak in the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. If I believe in His resurrection, I believe that Jesus was dead and I believe that God raised Him from the dead. I believe He had accomplished in His death what God wanted Him to accomplish. And what did God want Him to accomplish? The atonement of the sins of the world.

And if God raised Him from the dead, then I affirm that He is seated at the right hand of God interceding, and He is there waiting for His return that is promised. So everything focuses on the Resurrection, and when Paul says, “to believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved,” he meant that is so believing, you affirm the deity of Christ; the death atonement of Christ; not only the resurrection of Christ; His ascension; His priestly work, and His coming glory. It’s all there in the Resurrection.

There were people in the time of Christ who believed in Him, but He didn't commit Himself to them, because their faith was not genuine “Saving faith.” There are many people today who “Believe in God,” who even “Believe in Jesus.” But Paul says, “Believing in your heart that God raised Jesus from the dead,” which sets Him apart as the Savior, the Messiah. So when I say, “I believe God raised Jesus from the dead,” I am saying that, “I also therefore believe that He accomplished my salvation on the cross,” I am therefore saying that, “I am dependent on someone else to accomplish my salvation,” and I am confessing that, “I am unable myself to do that.”

Secondly, there is another objective element in it, and he says in verse 10, “With the mouth he confesses.” Now here is a very public testimony in fact. And what does he confess? Verse 9, “Jesus as Lord,” here is another objective element, that is, an outward, verbal, confession that Jesus is Sovereign; that Jesus is Ruler; that Jesus is in charge; that He is Lord, and Lord means, “You're in charge!” That's very important thinking. When you confess in your mouth, “Jesus as Lord,” you are affirming His authority, and His sovereignty, and His rulership over your life.

You are humble when you say, “He is the authority, I'm not.” You are humble when you say, “He provided the salvation, I can't.” So the “bottom line” attitude in this matter of believing, is humility. There is a meek mentality here. There is a self-rejection here. There's no pride here. And I believe that the basic attitude of true faith is humility.

Your saying on the one-hand, “I believe in the Resurrection,” which means, “I believe that Christ accomplished my salvation, because I couldn't do it myself,” so you reject your own inabilities, and your own abilities. You reject “works-righteousness.” When you confess, “Jesus as Lord,” you are thereby saying, “I'm not in charge of my life, I humble myself to His authority.” In both cases, humility stands out as the virtue.

It is not saying, “Oh, I believe in Jesus, and I'm sure He's real happy to get me.” Not that attitude. “Oh yes, I believe in Jesus and that He died for my sins, but I'm also working my own salvation. I'm trying to be a good person. I'm trying to do right on my own, I want God to like me.” Now there is none of that, it's just the opposite, “I have no good thing in me, I cannot save myself, there is nothing in me worthy of salvation, I cast myself totally on the mercy of Christ, as provided in the cross, and verified through the Resurrection.”

The one who does not trust in his own works, but in the work of Christ; the one who does not lead his own life, but gives the authority to Christ, that is the one who demonstrates the humility of true belief. That's what it means to believe. And may it be the experience of every heart that is here this evening.
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