Good News

Romans 1:1-7

Romans 1:1-4 (NIV)







     PLEASE STAND
1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God - 2the gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures 3regarding his Son, who as to his human nature was a descendant of David, 4and who through the Spirit of holiness was declared with power to be the Son of God by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord.

Pray
Socrates once said, “O that someone would arise to show us God,” end quote. And Socrates was really articulating a hunger that is in every human heart. One theologian put it this way, he said, “In every man there is a God-shaped vacuum.” Man’s eternal soul is so made that it knows no rest until it finds its rest in God. And there is no greater, no more graphic illustration of this than the proliferation of religions around the world and through the history of mankind. It isn’t a question of whether man will worship, it is only a question of what he worships. It is not a question of whether man will be religious; it is only a question of how he defines that religion. For man’s eternal soul seeks for God. But in the bent of his perverse nature, inevitably man rejects the true God and forms gods of his own making. And in his worship of these gods, there is no solution to his sinful confusion but only an intensifying of the emptiness.

Now there’s a basic problem. And maybe I can define it for you in this way. Imagine a little box, a cube, if you will, utterly closed in on all sides. That represents man’s world. Inside the box man exists. He exists in a time-space capsule. Outside is the supernatural. Outside is eternity. Outside is God. Man bangs around inside his little cube, it has no windows. He speculates about what’s on the outside. He plays games with his fantasy. He searches to know God. But it is impossible for him to escape for by very definition, the natural cannot enter into the supernatural. That which is confined to time and space cannot escape into eternity and infinity. And so man is confined in his little cubicle. 

But there’s something in him that longs to comprehend what’s outside. And so, he invents gods that he thinks exist and he dreams of worlds of fantasy. I believe that that is the reason we have not only a proliferation of religion in our world, but today we have a proliferation of interest in the fantasies of space travel, star wars, extraterrestrial beings and even about witchcraft like Harry Potter and Lord of the Rings. All of these are a part of man’s fantasy as he wishes so desperately so get out of his box. But he can’t. All of the religions of the world tell him he can. “You just be a good person and you’ll burst out of your little box and discover God. Just be sure that you fulfill these routines and these rituals and carry out these liturgies and you’ll escape and you’ll meet God.”

But it’s all a lie because man is confined by his very nature into his little box. None of us can go into a phone booth, take off our clothes and come out Superman. Go into a phone booth and take off your clothes and you’ll come out into jail. Nobody has that capacity, as much as we would like to be able to do it. And this is where Christianity enters the scene. Christianity acknowledges that man can’t get out of his box and Christianity says good news, God has invaded the box from the outside. God has entered in to tell us what’s out there and to tell us how we, too, can dwell out there in His presence forever. That is good news, folks. Man is a prisoner. He is a captive. And the end of his captivity is devastation forever and eternal torment unless he escapes. And that’s the good news of Christianity. Man couldn’t get out, but God could get in. The natural cannot come into the supernatural, but the supernatural can condescend to the natural. And that is exactly what God did. And that is the good news of God that Paul mentions in verse 1, the good news.

In a world filled with bad news, it’s really wonderful that God has given us good news. Especially when you think about the fact that we are so unworthy of any good news. And yet Paul reiterates again and again and again about the good news. He calls it the glorious good news of the blessed God. He calls it the blessed good news. He calls it the good news of the grace of God, the good news of peace, the good news of your salvation. And in chapter 1 of Romans he defines what it is, look at verse 1, where you see the word “gospel,” literally it reads “good news of God.” The word “gospel” means “good news.” Then in verse 9, it is the good news of His Son. Then in verse 16, it is the good news of Christ. And there’s a progression there. First it is the good news of God about what? About His Son. Who’s His Son? Christ. It is the good news that God’s Son, Jesus Christ, has come into the world. And this is the message of Romans.


If you want to know the real key, the real major thrust of Paul’s ministry; it is the good news of God. That’s why he said to the Corinthians:

1 Corinthians 2:2 (NIV)

2For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.

That’s why he said in: 


1 Corinthians 9:23 (NIV)

23I do all this for the sake of the gospel <good news>, that I may share in its blessings.

God has come into the box to tell us what He’s like and tell us how to know Him and how to escape into His eternal kingdom. And who is the good news about? His Son Christ Jesus for He is God come into the box. Jesus Christ is the good news, friends. Everything besides Him is bad news. He is the utter incomparable personality of all of human history.

Socrates taught for 40 years. Plato taught for 50 years. Aristotle taught for 40 years. And Jesus for less than three years, yet the influence of the three years of Jesus’ ministry far outstrips the combined 130 years of the three greatest philosophers of all antiquity. Jesus never painted a picture, yet some of the finest paintings of Raphael, Michelangelo, Divinci and many other artists found in Him their inspiration. Jesus wrote no poetry, but Dante, Milton, and scores of the world’s greatest poets have been inspired by Him as by no other. Jesus wrote no music and yet Haydn and Handel and Beethoven and Bach and Mendelssohn and myriad others reached the highest perfection of melody in the sweetest sounds in compositions about him.

Jesus has obviously infected and affected human society as no other human being. The incomparable Christ is the good news. And what makes it such good news is that we’re such bad people and so undeserving of it. We don’t deserve the good news. And we all identify with that, don’t we? Wesley said I don’t deserve good news. And that even makes it better news that God is so gracious.

Now, let’s look then at the gospel in miniature. First, let’s meet the preacher of the good news.

1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God
Paul is the preacher and he says three things about himself. First he is a servant of Jesus Christ, and he uses a word that has to do with bondslave, someone who is a slave by choice, by love, by affection, by willingness. He is a bondslave of Jesus.

And then we see not only is he a servant but he is a sent one. He is a called Apostle. He didn’t choose on his own, Christ put him in the ministry. It was a divine calling, giving sort of a divine quality to his function as an Apostle. He is a slave. He is sent. And thirdly, he says he is separated. He cut the cord with everything. He was literally consumed. That was his whole life. If it didn’t relate to that, he didn’t do it. He didn’t do things on the side. He was utterly given over as a bondservant to Christ and being sent by Him.

So, we meet the preacher of the good news. Secondly, let’s look at the promise of the good news, verse 2: “the gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures.” Now he says the good news is not something “out of blue.” It isn’t a novelty. It isn’t a new idea. It isn’t a change in the strategy. It isn’t a shift in the plan. It isn’t something dropped in that’s stupid. It is the gospel of God that was promised. It gives us the Old Testament continuity. And this is very, very important.

You’ll recall that the Apostle Paul was accused of being anti-Jewish. The Judaizers went around condemning Paul and condemning his message because they said he’s anti-Jewish, he speaks against Moses, he speaks against the law, he speaks against this people, he speaks against the temple. They accused him in Acts 21 of dragging Gentiles into the inner area of the temple where they were forbidden to go. They accused him of desecrating Moses. They accused him of denying circumcision and the sustaining of the law. They were saying he preaches some new, some revolutionary new message that is no way connected to traditional Judaism. And so, Paul, in order to put the record straight, says the good news of God which I preach is not new good news, it’s old good news that was indicated to us in the promises of the prophets who wrote in holy scripture. 

The Old Testament promises the New Testament gospel, just in one area there are at least 332 prophecies in the Old Testament referring to Christ most of which were fulfilled in His first coming. The Old Testament is literally loaded with truth, laying out the groundwork for the coming of the New.

Jesus faced identically the same situation that Paul faced. Jesus did not connect up with the contemporary Jewish theology of His day. He did not identify with the most devout sect of His day, the Pharisees. He denied the Pharisees their devotion and called it hypocrisy. He denied the theology of His day, its validity and called it the tradition of men. And so, the people said, “Is this new truth? Is this something other than what we’ve been taught? Or are you really the one speaking for God? I mean, he doesn’t say what the Pharisees say. He doesn’t identify with the Jewish establishment. He doesn’t do what we do. His disciples don’t fast when we fast. He doesn’t treat the sabbath like we treat the sabbath. He doesn’t teach what we learned.”

In fact, it is quite the opposite. Jesus said to them in the Sermon on the Mount, “You have heard it said by them of old,” in other words, your tradition teaches you, “but I say unto you...” And He gave them completely different instruction. And He said it over and over again. “You have heard it said....but I say...You have heard it said...but I say...”

Did Jesus come with a new revelation disconnected from the old? No, He did not. 


Matthew 5:17 (NIV)

17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. <I came to fulfill the Law> 18I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. <I am not come to set the law aside but to fulfill the law and to do away with the traditions of men that have perverted it>
When Jesus Christ arrived on the scene, He began to preach the good news of the Kingdom and the people wondered if it was revolutionary, but He cleared the air and said no, it’s just that your theology today is so deviated you’ve lost the connection.

1 Peter 1:10-12 (NIV)

10Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched intently and with the greatest care, 11trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow. 12It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have now been told you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to look into these things.

They knew they were writing about a future that they couldn’t yet understand. In other words, there was an incompletion until the coming of the new covenant. So the good news has been promised throughout all the Old Testament. 

Every sacrificial lamb spoke of the ultimate lamb. Every verbal prophecy spoke of the time when the Messiah would come. All of the truth about restoration and the Kingdom spoke of what the Messiah would do. And then the incredible event of all history, when it all comes to consummation, they kill the Messiah and deny that He had any continuity at all with the Old Testament. Paul says, “The gospel is the gospel of God, it’s the gospel of God’s Son, the gospel of God’s Son Jesus Christ and it is exactly what was promised.”

By who? Look at verse 2, “by the prophets.” What does the word “prophet” refer to? It refers here to all the scripture writers because it says “by the prophets and the holy scriptures.” And by the way, just to show you this, the Old Testament, in the mind of a Jew, is called “the law and the prophets.” They just call it the law and the prophets. Basically they divide it to those two general categories. And the prophets would encompass everything but the law. And the law was written by whom? Moses and, of course, in the Bible, Moses is called a prophet. So that the term “the prophets” can encompass all of the writers of the Old Testament. And that’s exactly what he’s saying.

The gospel was promised before by the writers of the Old Testament, note this, in the holy scriptures. That is a very important statement. The Holy Scriptures. What does this you mean? That the scriptures are holy. They’re not authored by men. They are not designed by men. They do not reflect the thinking of men. They are holy, it means set apart, divine, unique, sanctified, righteous, godly, the Holy Scriptures. People say why should we believe the Bible is inspired? For one reason, the Bible says right here it’s holy. These are the Holy Scriptures. And they spoke of the good news of gospel.

John 5:39 (NIV)

39You diligently study the Scriptures … <He told the Jews to look at the Old Testament> These are the Scriptures that testify about me,
The Old Testament is filled with the promise of the good news.

Paul said it was promised, the gospel by the prophets in the Holy Scriptures. Friends, don’t for a moment ever question the holiness of Scripture.

We’ve seen the preacher Paul and the promise in the Old Testament, the person of the good news, verse 3 and 4. Now here’s the heart. “3regarding his Son, who as to his human nature was a descendant of David, 4and who through the Spirit of holiness was declared with power to be the Son of God by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord.”

Now what he’s saying here is, it is the gospel of God concerning His Son Jesus Christ His Son, that’s the good news, friends. The good news is that God came in the box in the form of Jesus Christ the Lord. Jesus, that means Savior, Christ, that means anointed one, Lord, that means sovereign ruler. He is Jesus for He will save His people. He is Christ for He has been anointed by God as King and priest. He is Lord for He has always been. So He is the Lord God. He is the Christ the anointed one to come back and reign in the earth. And He is Jesus who saves His people from their sins.

You want to know what the good news is then? The good news is God became a man. God became a man. A real man, He came into the world born in a family like all of us have a family with flesh like we have flesh. He was actually born of a virgin but nonetheless born of Mary. 

Why? That He might become one of us according to the flesh, that He might have that perfect humanness, that He might be a sympathetic high priest, that He might help us, that He might understand us.


Hebrews 4:15 (NIV)

15For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are - yet was without sin.

He had to be a man. And He wasn’t just any man. Look what it says in verse 3. He was of the descendant or seed of David. It wasn’t just any family, it was the right family, it was the royal family, the only family that had a right to rule in the land, a right to establish the throne on Mount Zion in that holy hill in Jerusalem, the holy city and from there to rule the world. He was the right man in the right family.

And repeatedly at His birth, in Luke 1 I think at least five times in that chapter it says He’s the Son of David...Son of David...Son of David...Son of David...Son of David. The good news, beloved, is this: God has become a man and that man is fully man, fully a Son who can sympathize with man, who can bear the sin of man, who can substitute for man, who can take the punishment of God on man. And not only is He just man but He’s the right man who even with all of that has the right to rule and to reign, who can restore the Kingdom and redeem the creation. Oh, what  good news we have.

You know what Josephus said? Josephus the historian said in Volume 2 of Jewish Antiquity, quote: “Now there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call Him a man, for He was a doer of wonderful works, a teacher of such men as received the truth with pleasure. He drew over to Him both many of the Jews and many of the Gentiles. He was Christ. And when Pilate at the suggestion of the principle men among us had condemned Him to the cross, those that loved Him at the first did not forsake Him for He appeared to them alive again the third day as the divine prophets had foretold these and ten thousand other wonderful things concerning Him. And the tribe of Christians so named from Him are not extinct at this day,” end quote. No way to deny that He lived and He was a man. 


1 John 4:2-3 (NIV)

2This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world.

People who want to deny that God came in real human flesh are from the antichrist. He was man.

May I hasten to add this as we draw to a close? He had to be more than man. He had to be God also. For if He was man, even the best of men, even the right man of the seed of David, but not God then He could not have withstood the punishment of God, He could not have risen from the dead, He could not have overcome but would have been conquered as all men are conquered. 

<Houdini>

And so, verse 4 adds that through the Spirit of holiness was declared with power to be the Son of God. And how was that power displayed? By the Spirit of holiness. That’s another way of saying the Holy Spirit. Through the resurrection from the dead.

Listen, if some guy came along and said, “I am the Son of God,” and he was a phony, do you think God would raise him from the dead? If God raised Christ from the dead, it was an affirmation that what He said was true. And so, He was begotten in resurrection. He is a Son twice born. And the key to this thing is the word “declared.” Do you see it in verse 4? Declared...it could be translated various ways. It is a marvelous word. It is the word in Greek horizo. And we get our English word “horizon” from it. Horizo means horizon. And horizon is the clear demarcation line between earth and sky, isn’t it? And what he’s saying is this, there may have been some question in some people’s minds about whether He was the Son of God when they looked at His humanness, but the line was drawn in absolute clarity, the horizon between earth and sky is instantly made clear by His resurrection from the dead, you see? As clearly as the horizon divides the earth from the sky, so clearly does the resurrection divide Jesus from the rest of humanity. He is God. When God raised Jesus from the dead, irrefutable evidence marked out and distinguished the Son of God from all other human beings as clearly as the horizon distinguishes the sky from the earth.

That’s the good news. The good news, people, God came into the box, became a man. The good news, He can get back out of the box because He’s also God and He can take us all with Him. And He demonstrated His ability to do that in His resurrection from the dead that was energized by the Holy Spirit.

Listen, in the eighteenth century, the United States Congress issued a special edition of the Bible of Thomas Jefferson. It was a very simple Bible that Jefferson had. It was just like your Bible or my Bible except Jefferson had gone through and eliminated all references to the supernatural. And all Jefferson wanted of Jesus in His Bible were some historical facts and the moral teaching of Jesus. He cut all the rest out. Here’s the last statement in Thomas Jefferson’s Bible, these are the closing words: “There laid they Jesus and rolled a great stone at the mouth of the sepulcher and departed.” That’s the end. 

But that’s only the end of Thomas Jefferson’s Bible. That is not the end of the gospel, right? Thank God our Bible ends with He is risen and He is coming back for His own. Good news, people, good news. Jesus Christ has come into our world to tell us about God, to take us back out into God’s glorious eternity. When I think about the Lord Jesus Christ, I think of Paul’s term “His Son Jesus Christ our Lord,” and then his term in verse 4, “The Son of God.” He uses all of the terms that pick up all that Christ is. I marvel and wonder at the incredible majesty of the person who is the good news of God.

Romans 2:16 (NIV)

16This will take place on the day when God will judge men’s secrets through Jesus Christ, as my gospel <good news> declares.

Paul says it is my good news. And he uses a possessive pronoun. It is mine. In what sense is it yours, Paul? It has come into my possession by faith in Christ and it is also mine to preach. And so at the end of the epistle, again he says this in verse 25 of chapter 16 at the very last benediction

Romans 16:25-26 (YLT)

25And to Him who is able to establish you, according to my good news …

There are not going to any CMA people in Heaven.

There are not going to any Baptists in Heaven.

There are not going to any Catholics in Heaven.

There are not going to any Lutherans in Heaven.

There are not going to any Methodists in Heaven.

There are not going to any Presbyterians in Heaven.

The Good News is only if you have placed their trust in the blood sacrifice of the living Jesus Christ, otherwise you have bad news. The Good News is only if you have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, otherwise you have bad news. The Good News is only if you have opened the box of your heart and your mind and let Him come in, otherwise you have bad news.

Pray
While your heads are bowed just in closing, do you know that name? Do you know the person of the good news? Jesus has come, told us about God, taken our punishment, conquered death, shown that He can burst out of our little box and take us with Him to God’s eternal world. I hope you know Him. If you don’t, right where you sit, open your heart and invite Him in.

Only those with a personal relationship with Jesus Christ who have let Him into their box will go to Heaven. Do you have that personal relationship, where He walks with you and He talks with you, He is never more than a breath away from you. Where you have church on Monday morning the same as on Sunday morning, where you have a living personal relationship with Him. 


John 14:6 (NIV)

6Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.
Sinner’s Prayer
Father, thank You for that...great confidence that Jesus Christ is good news. And may no one live another day without that knowledge, in Christ’s name. Amen.

Page 7 of 8

