Jesus Opens Blind Eyes

John 9:1-12

If you know anything about the study of John, you know that Christ is presenting Himself as God in human flesh. He’s presenting Himself as the Messiah, the Savior of the world, God incarnate. And this is the burden of John’s message. This is what John the Apostle is doing in this whole gospel. He is presenting the Deity of Jesus Christ. On every page it is Christ is God, Christ is God, Christ is God, Christ is God relentlessly, tirelessly, constantly. 

John 9:1-12 (NIV)

1As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3“Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life. 4As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6Having said this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes. 7“Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means Sent). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing. 8His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t this the same man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some claimed that he was. Others said, “No, he only looks like him.” But he himself insisted, “I am the man.” 10”How then were your eyes opened?” they demanded. 11He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see.” 12“Where is this man?” they asked him. “I don’t know,” he said.
Pray
And so, as we come to chapter 9, we come to a very significant miracle in the life of Christ. And John is very, very careful to use these miracles in his gospel because they designate the Deity of Christ. It is God who does miracles. And Christ performing these miracles finds in these miracles verification for His claims. And John is careful to put down the miracles and then the dialogue and the discourse that followed those miracles in which Jesus makes His claims to be Deity on the basis of His ability to do miracles.

Now today, we are going to look at the healing of a blind beggar. Now healing is a fascinating and important subject to us today. From the time that you’re born into this world, the process of decay begins and you zero in on the day you meet the pine box. And the whole process is a process of decay. Death sets in and begins to carry itself step-by-step, step-by-step into its total expression when we go out of existence in terms of our physical bodies. Healing occupies, therefore, much of our concern because in life we do everything we can to keep this dying decaying body alive and functioning well.

Healing is an important part of our prayer life. We have vast hospitals and doctors and medical schools and preparations working in the area of healing, to try to stop the process or slow it down or alter it, the process of decay. 

Now I am not a doctor, obviously, but there are some observations that I would like to make initially about healing and then to look at this account of Jesus healing the blind man. I feel there are four types of healing basically.

First of all, there is natural healing and that’s where the body rebuilds itself. Your body is made so that it responds to certain things by just the very virtue of its own process. Your body seeks to throw off an intruder. Your body seeks to compensate for an injury. Your body fights disease and decay by itself. It struggles to recover from an injury. And all of that is the natural kind of healing. And it takes time.

But there’s another type of healing when the natural is not sufficient and that is medical healing. Doctors and nurses train and they work and they have developed tools and devices and techniques and drugs and various other things in order to aid people medically. Medical healing is a very, very important part of our world.

Thirdly, there’s another area of healing and that I call emotional stress healing. This is the problem of mental stress that causes disease. And this is really a whole different area than the purely medical for it involves the psychiatrist and also this is the area in which the “faith healer” finds his willing subjects, the idea of psychosomatic or psychological illness. 

I read some material that state the Mayo Clinic had felt statistically that 80 to 85 percent of all of their patients were ill either in reality or artificially because of emotional stress. 

And we ask ourselves, “How is it that that can happen? How can certain emotions change the actual functions of the body causing things like strokes, blindness, toxic goiters and fatal clots in the heart, bleeding ulcers in the intestinal tract, even gangrene, kidney diseases and heart diseases?” All of these things can be directly or indirectly attributed very often to stress, emotional and mental problems. 

And so, it’s very simple, many people are ill just because they have a mental problem, just because they are under tremendous emotional stress. 

I believe that the whole business of faith healing is wrapped up in this kind of illness. And if you notice the faith-healer type of person, they are always authoritative, they are always dynamic, they are always aggressive, they are always very commanding and their presence is very, very convincing. And in many cases, that’s exactly what stressed out people need to hear and that is “you’re well” from an authoritative source. And they can release these people from the mental stress that often causes symptoms when there is no disease or even can cause a disease itself.

Then there’s a fourth area of healing that is the divine healing. This is the area of healing where God is directly and totally and only involved. This is where there is no possibility of a natural process of healing. This is where there is a divine, supernatural activity of God upon an organ or

a disease or whatever it may be so that that thing becomes righted and is in full health, miraculous divine supernatural healing. 

Now that is exactly what Jesus Christ came into this world and did. He performed miracle healings. But you see, that’s no problem for Him because He’s God and the very nature of God demands that He be supernatural. A miracle is simply the supernatural God invading human history and acting upon it. That’s what a miracle is.

And so, when Jesus heals this man here, it is a miracle, pure and simple divine action upon two blind eyes, instantaneous, re-creation of functioning eyeballs.

When you come to this miracle you come to something very, very interesting. This cannot be a natural healing. You know why? This man was born blind. He had no power to recover. There was no process to change it. He was born blind. Then it cannot be a medical healing because nobody knew how to transplant an eye or to do surgery on this man. And it cannot be an emotional stress healing since no stress caused the problem. It must be miraculous.
Now as we come to chapter 9, the whole chapter deals with this story but we’ll consider only the first 12 verses. And they’re very simple. You understand the story by merely reading them. But let’s look at four aspects of this divine healing. 

First of all, notice the problem. We meet it in verse 1. “As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth.” Now Jesus has just left the temple, going back to verse 59 of chapter 8, they took up stones to cast at Him but Jesus hid Himself, went out of the temple, going through the midst of them so passed by and as Jesus passed by He saw a man.

Now Jesus has just really been in a toe-to-toe confrontation with the Jewish leaders. The leaders have become so incensed and so infuriated at Him that they have grabbed the nearest stones and they were ready to throw them at Christ’s head to kill Him and He began to pass out of their midst. And as He passed out of the temple He met a man. He saw a man. Not just an ordinary man but a blind man, a blind man, who very undoubtedly was there for the purpose of begging, a blind beggar.

There’s a beautiful parallel to this blind man in Acts chapter 3 where you have the man who was congenitally paralyzed from his birth and Peter and John confronted him when he was begging at the temple gate called “Beautiful.” And Peter and John healed him in the name of Jesus of Nazareth, always the power is divine. Both of them were beggars, both of them were at the temple. 

It must have been the place to beg. And I imagine it was a good place. People came to the temple to do deeds of kindness and to do deeds of charity and so the ones who needed those deeds would be there. And the temple was crowded and it would be a good place to have a lot of people and so the odds were better that you’d get something. And so the beggars were there at the temple, very common. 

And as Jesus passed by, He sees this particular blind man. And then one of the greatest miracle in all of the scriptures happens. He heals him. And that’s only the beginning. Because after healing his eyesight, He heals his soul in the back of chapter nine.

But I want you to see something beautiful here. You know that blind man couldn’t have seen Jesus. There is no way that he could see Him. He wouldn’t have known if Jesus had walked right by him. This is a beautiful picture of sovereign grace. Sovereign grace dominates this whole miracle. It isn’t this man running to Jesus saying, “Oh! Oh! Oh! Heal me, heal me!” No, Jesus saw him, and see that’s the way sovereign grace is. It’s Christ seeking us. We could not see Him except He saw us. We are blind. We are absolutely blind. We have no capacity to see God. We have no capacity to see Jesus Christ. We are incapacitated, we are stone blind, spiritually speaking. We can’t see.

2 Corinthians 4:4-6 (NIV)

4The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.

Paul says that ‘The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.’
And then he says, “But we preach Jesus, who comes and opens blind eyes.” You see the blind man can’t find anything. He couldn’t recognize Jesus if Jesus was standing in front of him. He has no capacity. So it is with the sinner. So it is with the man apart from God. He has no capacity to see God. He has no capacity to see Jesus Christ. He has no ability to recognize Him if He’s right in front of him.

Illustration

I think this story is as good an illustration of sin as there is anywhere in the New Testament. Because it’s that character of blindness that makes total incapacity to see that so aptly describes spiritual blindness. We cannot recognize God; we cannot recognize truth; we cannot recognize Christ. We are blind to spiritual reality.

The Bible makes an issue out of blindness, both physical and spiritual. In fact, of all the kinds of miracles that Jesus did, five times Jesus, by His power, healed blind people. And blindness has always been a picture of spiritual darkness. And just like this man who was at the mercy of Christ, who saw him, so the sinner is at the mercy of Jesus Christ who comes over and lovingly and graciously says, “I’ll touch your eyes and make you see.” 

We did not seek Him. He sought us. We had no capacity to even behold His glory. He had to reveal it to us by His own touch. That’s how grace works.

So we see the problem, a blind man. You know, it’s kind of beautiful thought too, that Jesus had time for this blind man, isn’t it? Do you get the circumstance? He’s running for His life, Jesus is. Running to get away from being stoned. But He’s never too busy to stop, to gather up a blind sinner, and bring him along. 

You know, I often thought about my own life. If it was myself, and I was running away from being stoned, I don’t really think I’d stop to share the truth with anybody. I think I’d be running it so fast there’d be a cloud of smoke. Not Jesus. He was threatened with His life but He had time to stop and give sight to a blind man. And you know what, He just kept on going. But the blind man finally found Him, again. And He gave sight to his soul. 

You know, it reminds me of Jesus on the cross. Jesus was dying on the cross, bearing the sins of the world, the whole sins of the world, on the sinless Son of God. Talk about problems. Talk about the guilt, the shame. And so unoccupied with His own problems, that He was hanging there on a cross, gathering into His arms a dying thief to carry along to paradise with Him that same day. That’s always the way Jesus is, isn’t it? Always concerned about the one who needs.

Verse 2, His disciples asked Him saying, “Master, who did sin? This man or his parents that he was born blind?”

You say what kind of question is that? You mean they assumed that whenever there was suffering or whenever there was illness, somebody’s sin made it happen? That’s exactly right. The rabbis taught that all suffering was directly attributed to acts of sin either by the individual or by his parents. And so the disciples’ question is a question that dominated Jewish thought. And whenever anybody got sick, it was automatically associated with sin. 

And the disciples must be thinking this, “If his parents sinned, what a dirty trick. He had nothing to do with it and look what happens to him.” As if to say, “Lord, if his parents sinned and He got this as a result of his parents sin, that’s not really fair, poor fella.” 

On the other hand, if it was his sin that did it, how come he was born blind? You know how the Jews answered that? The Jews had a doctrine of prenatal sin. Try that one on for size. They believed, some of the rabbis taught this, that a child could sin in the womb and then pay the penalty all its life for prenatal sin. You say, “Where did they get that?” They just made it up, because it fitted the logic of their process. They had the strange idea that sin was absolutely always connected to suffering. 

Exodus 20:5 (NIV)

5You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me,

Now may I add very hastily, that verse is in a general sense, and it is not specific sense. He is not saying when daddy sins junior gets it. He is saying when the fathers, plural, sin the generations, plural, pay. What do you mean? When Israel goes into idolatry and God punishes Israel by

oppression, by scattering them, it’s not only that generation that gets punished but it’s the rest of the generations that follow. He is talking about national punishment. From 70 AD, when they were thrown out of their land, up until 1948, all those generations paid the consequences of the sins of their forefathers. Oh, that’s so true, but it’s national, it’s not talking about particular sin of the father and the son gets punished. God doesn’t operate like that but Israel thought He did.

And Jesus says that in effect in verse 3, and it’s an important statement that He makes in verse 3, He says this, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned <All suffering is not a result of sin necessarily>, but this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life.” He’s not blind because of sin, this man is a prepared vessel, he is a miracle waiting to happen. Kind of exciting, isn’t it? He was born blind for one reason, so God’s glory could be seen in this healing by Jesus Christ. That’s why He was born blind, for the glory of God, sometimes is why suffering comes. Sin had nothing to do with this blind man. This story was a blind beggar sitting at a gate waiting for the time planned in eternity past that Jesus would pass by and manifest His glory by touching his eyes so he could see. This is a fantastic truth.

I love it as He moves to verse 4, Jesus says this, “As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work.” You know what He’s saying? In effect, He’s saying, listen, I’m not going to get into a theological discussion on sin and suffering, let’s get at it and heal this man. And you can imagine the disciples were going to say, “Lord, I have a question, well, how does this work, ” But He says, “Now, let’s get to work, theological dialogue has its place but its place is never to stop the work.”

I want you to notice something in verse 4. Verse 4 starts with the word <KJV>, “I must work”, the words, “I must work.” That’s the reading from the King James. Since that time we have discovered many newer manuscripts. The newer ones remove the word “I” and the word “we” is there and I like that. <NIV> As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me. We must do the work of him who sent me. You know what that does? That’s Jesus identifying Himself with us in a common labor, I like that, I like that. He says to His disciples. Disciples, we must work.
Jesus is saying we don’t have much time, it’s daylight but night is coming when we can’t work. And Jesus knew it was only a matter of months and He’d be dead. And the disciples only had a few years. And Jesus is saying let’s work together, hand in hand the works of God while we have our life to do it.

Ephesians 5:16 (NIV)

16making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil.

Ephesians 5:16 (KJV)

16Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.

Listen, there’s a spiritual implication here, we only have our lifetime to work that’s all we have and what we do for Him we have to do it now. 

Ephesians 3:20 (NIV)

20Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us,

There is power there to do the unthinkable for the kingdom of God. And most of us piddle around doing nothing. Theological dialogue has its place, let’s not get into an argument, we’ve got a blind man here, let’s get him some sight.

Why did He do it? What was the purpose? The purpose of it was for the glory of God. The same purpose for the man’s blindness, to bring about the manifest works of God that God might receive the glory.

Thirdly, let’s see how Jesus did the miracle. And it’s very simple, we’ll just refer to it here. “Having said this” and He hasn’t said anything to this man who is just sitting there, probably a nervous fidgety person wondering what is going on, “Having said this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes.” He just made some clay right there on the ground, put it in His hands and put it into the sockets of that man. 

Well, why, you say why did He do that? And you wouldn’t believe how many commentators spend pages after pages on why He did that. One commentator said He wanted to make use of the healing quality of saliva. Another commentator said it was to symbolize that man was made from dirt. Somebody said He wanted to give the eyes time to heal. Since when does God need time? Listen, for the Christ who stood one day on the edge of heaven and said, “Universe, exist,” to create a couple of seeing eyes was nothing. He went, washed, and he came seeing.

You want to know why Jesus did it? Cause He wanted to. 

And then He said to the blind man, verse 7, “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means Sent). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing. Now, why did Jesus send him to Siloam? Siloam was a little pool, inside the southeast wall of the city. Hezekiah had set it up because they were afraid of siege. There was a spring called the Virgins’ Font, up on the temple mountain, the hill of the temple. In order to assure water in the city in a siege, Hezekiah had built an aqueduct, a tunnel running the water from the spring up on the hill where the temple was right down into the pool of Siloam so they’d always have a water supply. The Old Testament name for that pool was called “Shiloah,” which now has been called Siloam in the Greek. Shiloah meant “Sent.” And sure, from the temple hill the water was sent and this was the sent water.”

Isaiah 8:6-7 (NIV)

6“Because this people has rejected the gently flowing waters of Shiloah and rejoices over Rezin and the son of Remaliah, 7therefore the Lord is about to bring against them the mighty floodwaters of the River - the king of Assyria with all his pomp. It will overflow all its channels, run over all its banks

Now watch this one, the temple hill was a place where God was represented, right? So naturally Siloam represented that which was sent from God, represented Him of His blessings. And so Jesus is saying go wash in Siloam, the water sent by God that will cleanse your eyes.

You want to know something? And if a man wanted to see in his soul he’d have to go to the one true Siloam, the one true sent from God who was none other than Jesus Christ. You see the beautiful symbolism in Siloam? Siloam, the waters that came from the temple of God, Jesus is the living water who also came from God. He is the perfect Siloam. And so He tells the man to go wash in the pool of Siloam, a beautiful symbolism it is. And when he went to wash in Siloam, a deeper meaning was there, the spiritual cleansing that one must have when he goes to the true Siloam, the true spring of water pouring forth from God who is none other than Jesus Christ the one sent from God. 

Wash yourself in the pool of Siloam. Clean your life up, get the garbage out of your life, shape it up. Get the sin out, the worldliness, the compromise, stop wasting your time flirting around with the world, there’s no place in this Christian life for the things of the world.

And the man obeyed blindly and went and without any fanfare he washed his eyes and opened them and he saw. What’s the first thing he saw? The water probably. And then, can you imagine, as he looked up, I don’t know what went on, he came seeing. Came where? He came to his home, where was the first place he’d want to go? To see the people he loved. So he came home. And when he got there, notice the perplexity, and I’ll just read it because it’s so obvious. He comes running and he’s seeing. And where’s Jesus? Jesus is still hurrying away from the crowd that was going to stone Him. And here he comes and he comes home and His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t this the same man who used to sit and beg?” <Isn’t this the guy that sat and begged?> What is he doing running around knowing where he’s going? How is it that he can see?” And they’ve been a little, perplexity, verse 9 sums it, 9Some claimed that he was. Others said, “No, he only looks like him.” But he himself insisted, “I am the man.”

Can’t you imagine what a joy it was to say that, “I am the man.” And naturally, verse 10, they asked the obvious question, “How then were your eyes opened?” He just says this, verse 11, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see.” He just gives them a little detailed, very brief explanation. It’s exactly what happened. He doesn’t really know who Jesus is, he doesn’t really know what’s going on. All he knows is this man Jesus said go and when He said go I couldn’t stop, I took off, the compelling power of Christ. Listen, when Jesus said to that man go and wash, that man couldn’t have held himself on the ground and he went and washed. And he said, the next thing I knew, I received my sight.

Is the world perplexed because of your relationship to God? Are your neighbors perplexed? Do they say you can’t be the same person, are you the one? And you have to say, That’s right, it’s me? Or is your Christianity so well concealed that they don’t know any difference anyway? I like the idea that nobody recognized him. That’s the way it ought to be when Jesus Christ touches your soul. You ought to be unrecognizable. The world ought to be in a state of mass confusion about what happened to you.

There are other lessons here. The lesson is are we working for Christ? What are we doing? What are we doing? It must grieve His heart when He’s saying to us we must work, we must work. And He even says pray, pray that the Lord will find laborers to send into His harvest.

Pray
The main lesson is this, have you met the true Siloam? Have you met this Christ? The true light who lights not only the eye but the soul. Listen, He made your eyes. He lit them when you were born. That’s right. You see because of Jesus Christ. All things were made by Him, without Him was not anything made. He made your eyes. He put the light in your eyes. And He wants to put the light in your soul. The ever sensitive Jesus is passing by today, passed by you. You didn’t see Him, maybe, He saw you. Maybe He reached down and anointed your eyes and in sovereign grace He said I’ll give you sight if you’ll obey My Word and go and wash. If Jesus has touched your eyes this morning, how did you respond? Are you saying, “Lord, I’ll wash, I believe?” Did He touch your eyes? Do you see? If you don’t, you can see by simply inviting Him into your life.

INVITATION
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