Eternal Security - Part 1

Romans 5:l-2

And now we come to that very special time as we look together at God’s precious Word. And this morning, we embark upon the wonderful study of the fifth chapter of Romans, Romans chapter 5. And Romans is a book, believe me, that taxes your mind, taxes your soul as well. It is so profound, so deep and so rich with the truth of God. And yet because of the wonderful inspiration of the Holy Spirit, because of the fact that He is our resident truth teacher, its truths can be opened to our minds. And I trust that as we look at the first eleven verses, not just in this morning’s message and then the next couple of weeks, that you’re going to find yourself rejoicing in the tremendous security of your salvation. This is a great, great passage.

Now I am very familiar with other good Christian denominations that have as some of their doctrine that, “Truly converted people can fall from grace and the danger of doing so threatens every Christian.”

Now this is a very, very important statement, if it’s true. If it’s true that some Christians have lost their salvation and every Christian is in danger of doing that, that is indeed an important thing to know. For if you can lose your salvation you better find out fast how to hang on.

Now, this is a subject that through the years has been very hotly debated in theology. There have always been those who have affirmed that you could lose your salvation and those who have affirmed that you could not and the battle has gone on through the years. The issue of eternal security, or the perseverance of the saints. or as lay men sometimes call it - the once saved, always saved - doctrine. And some in our time today, in many churches, some of you in your own backgrounds, some of you even maybe to this very day believe that a Christian can lose his or her salvation. And sometimes we hear about those who quote/unquote “backslide” and fall away from the knowledge of Christ.

Now this particular doctrine that says you can lose your salvation basically makes salvation conditional. In other words, your salvation is only so good as long as you meet the conditions of maintenance. In other words, God has saved us and now if we continue to match up with the standard we can hold on to that salvation, if at any point we fail to live up to the standard we lose it. Now it doesn’t take much insight to realize that that is basically a works-righteous perspective. In other words, you’re really saying that salvation is conditional in the sense that my works have to stay up to standard or I forfeit my salvation.

Now this, I believe, is exactly the issue to which Paul speaks in Romans 5. Of all the passages in the New Testament, I believe that Romans the fifth chapter contains the most absolutely definitive text ever written on the security of our salvation. Now, let me see if I can tell you why it’s here and why I say that. Paul is writing basically to affirm the gospel. And his thesis in chapters 3 and 4 is that salvation comes by grace through, what, faith. And that faith is all that is necessary to appropriate eternal salvation. Now this is quite revolutionary to a Jew, frankly, who has been reared on a works-righteousness system of salvation. In other words, by doing certain works he gains the favor of God. And, frankly, that is exactly how all other world religions are built on the goodness of man, man living up to some religious code, some ethical standard. And so, when Paul articulates in chapter 3 and chapter 4 that salvation is a free gift, that it is given by God’s grace, that is unearned and undeserved, and is appropriated by faith and faith alone and that is all men find that very difficult to comprehend.

Because men basically are into works, they’re into human achievement, they’re into self-righteousness and they’re into lifting up themselves by their own bootstraps. Basically, the philosophy of men and the religions of the world is: “I’m good, I’m religious, God would never send me to hell.” You’ve heard that myriads of times. I mean, - I’m a good person, I’m religious I do my best, I believe and I’m sure God would never condemn me.

And it’s very hard for people who have been reared and taught to understand that they get into God’s Kingdom by being good, or ethical, or moral, to hear that it’s only a matter of faith and particularly the Jew. And since Paul argues in Romans with an imaginary Jew from time to time, I don’t doubt that that’s in his mind right here. And he has just made this long treatise about Abraham being justified by faith, as an illustration of the justification by faith in chapter 3.

Now, immediately a Jew is going to say this, Paul, you say that faith is all that is needed for salvation, you say that faith is enough, are you sure it’s enough? I mean, are you sure that you just get in by faith and that’s all? I mean, once you’re in there don’t you have to keep some kind of standard up? Aren’t you required to live at a certain level or you’re going to lose it? Are you sure it’s faith and faith alone by which we stand? It seems so over-simplified. Are you sure it will work? Can faith keep us saved? I mean, don’t we have to live up to some level? Or, what about the future judgment. Paul, is faith enough to assure us that we’ll escape the condemnation of God in the time of great judgment? Or, they might have questioned this way, What, what maintains this salvation by faith? If we get in by faith. what keeps us there? What maintains it?

And I believe that’s why chapter 5 is here. Because Paul is speaking directly to that issue. Because the natural question they’re going to have is it’s too easy, I mean, you just get in and you’re in and you’re in forever and it’s all by grace and it’s all by faith and that’s it? And you know, sometimes we have the same problem. In fact, if you go around espousing the doctrine of eternal security that is that you’re saved forever, invariably if you run into someone who doesn’t believe that they’ll ask you that very same question. You mean to tell me that you can become a Christian and just do anything you want? That is inevitably the question they will ask. I’ve been asked that question a hundred times. You mean, when you become a Christian there’s no standard after that, you can just do whatever you want? Doesn’t your salvation somewhat depend upon your obedience and so forth? That is precisely the issue to which Paul speaks in this passage. And he presents six great links in a chain that ties a true believer eternally to the Savior. Six great links in the chain that ties a believer eternally to the Savior. And we’re going to look at each of these six, maybe two this morning, two the next week and two the week after. And there are six great truths, believe me. Six great realities. And the chain is so secure. I mean, after these three weeks you’re going to go out of here knowing full well that if you have come to Jesus Christ you will belong to Him forever. That’s a marvelous thing to know. I’d hate to live in eternal insecurity.

Now, there are six links in the chain, and we’re going to see them as we flow through the text. Now let me say another word. One of the things that Satan does in attacking a Christian is to attack him at the point of his assurance of salvation. Satan likes to make us doubt our redemption. That’s why when you put on the armor in Ephesians 6, it says put on the helmet of salvation and Paul writing to the Thessalonians further defined that by calling it the helmet of the hope of salvation. Why? Because Satan wants to deal devastating blows to your head in the area of doubt, to doubt that you’re really saved, to doubt that you’re really redeemed, to doubt that God is really holding you in the palm of His hand forever, to doubt that you really belong to God. He wants you to believe that somehow, someway you forfeited your redemption and so he blasts away at you making you feel insecure, intimidating you. And so you must have on the helmet of the hope or the confidence that you’re really redeemed. And I want to help you get your helmet on and show you why you can know that you do belong to God forever.

First link, verse l: “Therefore,” and this is built on the past study of justification by faith, since we have been justified by faith and all that’s involved, “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God.” The first great reality that affirms to me as a believer that I am eternally secure in my salvation is that I am at peace with God. 

The word “therefore” links us to the foundation that’s been laid in chapters 3 and 4, justification by faith, being made right with God through faith in His Son Jesus Christ. Now that initially ushers us into salvation. You believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you are brought into salvation. And entering into salvation you come into the inheritance of an eternity filled with blessing. And Paul tells us of the blessings that are ours in Christ, but one of them is that we are secure in that relationship because we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Now, what is this peace? What are we talking about when we talk about peace with God? Well, some have suggested that it means we have tranquility of mind, we have a sort of a psychological sense of security, we have a sort of positive feeling about being secure. I mean, it’s a rather subjective kind of thing, but that is not at all the intention of this passage. It does not speak of feelings it speaks of a relationship. Feelings are not the issue here. It says that we have peace with God. Now if we have peace with God because of salvation what did we have prior to salvation? Simple three letter word that begins with a ‘w’. What’s the opposite of peace? War. Now Christ has dramatically changed our relationship to God and that’s what it is talking about. We were at war, so to speak. God was our enemy and we were His enemy. But because of justification by faith we have been brought into a relationship of peace, real peace. And that peace is not an attitude, it is not an attitude at all. It isn’t a psychological tranquility, it isn’t calmness of mind, it isn’t a subjective kind of feeling. It is simply that the war between us and God is over. You understand that? The war is over.

Now, it is at this point precisely that I think most people miss the point of this text. Because people will always say - Hey, I’ve never been at war with God, I like God. But the Bible says before you come to Christ you’re at war with God. And some people might say - Well, now wait a minute, I’m religious and I don’t have anything against God, I believe in God, and I’m even concerned of what He thinks. I don’t see myself as an enemy of God. I don’t see myself actively engaged in striking blows at God’s Kingdom. I don’t see myself overtly set against His divine plan and His purpose and His will. I don’t see myself at war with God.

That’s right. I agree with that. And that isn’t the issue. The issue is not that you’re at war with God, you know what the issue is? God is at war with you. That’s different, isn’t it? Because you may say - Well, I’m not, I don’t see myself fighting God, I, I don’t do anything to fight God overtly. That’s not the point. God is your enemy, whether you are consciously His enemy or not. And His plan is this - you are so much His enemy and He is so much at war with you that someday He will take you and cast you into an eternal lake of fire to burn forever and ever. That’s how much God is at war with you. And whether you understand your war with Him or not, you ought to understand His war with you. Now, that puts it in a different light, doesn’t it? You see, God is at war with the sinner. God is the enemy of the sinner. God fights against the sinner. God is the enemy of sin. God is the enemy of Satan. And by the way, if you’re not a child of God you’re a child of Satan and you belong to Satan’s dominion and God is at war with that dominion. And that’s the point.

You say - I’m not angry with God. That’s fine. God’s angry with you. I’m not doing anything to harm God. That’s fine. God’s going to send you to eternal hell. You see, that’s the point. God is at war with men whether they’re conscious of their own animosity toward Him or not.

In fact, the background of this concept of peace is Romans l and 2 and that tells us about the wrath of God, doesn’t it? Romans l:l8, “The wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who hold the truth in unrighteousness.” You see, it’s God who’s at war with the ungodly and the unrighteous, and those who do not know Christ. In fact, God even says if you don’t embrace Jesus Christ you are anathema, you are cursed.

Romans 9:3 (NIV)

3For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race,

Exodus 22:24 (NIV)

24My anger will be aroused, and I will kill you with the sword; your wives will become widows and your children fatherless.


Deuteronomy 32:21-22 (NIV)

21They made me jealous by what is no god and angered me with their worthless idols. I will make them envious by those who are not a people; I will make them angry by a nation that has no understanding. 22For a fire has been kindled by my wrath, one that burns to the realm of death below. It will devour the earth and its harvests

and set afire the foundations of the mountains.

God is furious. And who is He furious with? Sinners, sinners, angry.

Joshua 23:16 (NIV)

16If you violate the covenant of the LORD your God, which he commanded you, and go and serve other gods and bow down to them, the LORD’S anger will burn against you, and you will quickly perish from the good land he has given you.”
2 Kings 22:13b (NIV)

13“… Great is the LORD’S anger that burns against us because our fathers have not obeyed the words of this book; they have not acted in accordance with all that is written there concerning us.”

Isaiah 5:25 (NIV)

25Therefore the LORD’S anger burns against his people; his hand is raised and he strikes them down. The mountains shake, and the dead bodies are like refuse in the streets. Yet for all this, his anger is not turned away, his hand is still upraised.

Isaiah 13:9 (NIV)

9See, the day of the LORD is coming - a cruel day, with wrath and fierce anger - to make the land desolate

and destroy the sinners within it.


Isaiah 13:13 (NIV)

13Therefore I will make the heavens tremble; and the earth will shake from its place at the wrath of the LORD Almighty, in the day of his burning anger.

And it goes like that all through Isaiah, and then Jeremiah. The minor prophet Nahum says:

Nahum 1:2 (NIV)

2The LORD is a jealous and avenging God; the LORD takes vengeance and is filled with wrath. The LORD takes vengeance on his foes and maintains his wrath against his enemies.

So, men may not be that angry with God but God is very, very angry with them. And that’s the reason they’re sent to hell. And He’s angry with them because of their unrepentant sin.

Ephesians 5:6 (NIV)

6Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of such things God’s wrath comes on those who are disobedient.

Now, the sum of all of this attitude is best articulated in Psalm chapter 7 and verse 11. Just listen to it. This is what it says:

Psalm 7:11 (KJV)

11God judgeth the righteous, and God is angry with the wicked every day.

Many people like coming to church but they really don’t know if there’s a God, but they like going to church because if there is one, they want to be sure He’s on their side. You want to know something? God is not on the side of sinners. God is not on the side of Christ rejecters. He is their enemy. He seeks their destruction.

Now, with that as a background, what do you think it means when it says - we have peace with God? Does that sound good to you now? Does that sound wonderful to you now? It sure sounds good to me. We have peace with God. And it isn’t that we did something and that something satisfied Him about it. What was it? It was the perfect work of Jesus Christ. And God poured out His fury and His wrath on Christ. And it says at the end of verse l, “Through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Christ, God was appeased, as it were, for all of His vengeance and all of His anger and all of His wrath, found its full fury on Christ on the cross, did it not? And we have peace with God. Boy, that is good to know. That’s my new status and it flows out of the reconciliation accomplished by the work of Jesus Christ. 

You see, in Christ our sin was penalized, as it were, in Christ there was the full payment and God was propitiated, God was satisfied. The price was paid. And that’s why it says in:


Colossians 1:20-22 (NASB)

20and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven. 21And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds, 22yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him <watch this> holy and blameless and beyond reproach. <Why? Because every sin which you should have been punished for - Christ bore. Marvelous thought.>
Now, so we introduce into the concept of justification the concept of reconciliation. And may I say for you who are thinking theology with me, justification and reconciliation are distinguishable as terms, but they are inseparable as reality. Because justification embraces reconciliation, that’s the message of chapter 5. Justification embraces sanctification, that’s the message of chapter 8 and chapter 7. Justification embraces glorification. that’s the message of chapter 8. So, that justification although it can be distinguished in terms of just the words from these other things, is utterly inseparable from them in reality. And so when you embrace Jesus Christ by faith and are justified, inherent in that justification is not only glorification to come, sanctification immediately to begin its process, but reconciliation to God. And so that we are no longer the enemy but we are His sons, we are His children and Paul says - From within us we cry Abba Father, daddy, the term of intimacy.

God’s wrath toward us that would ultimately consign us to eternal hell is removed and all of His fury fully absorbed and resolved in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ has spent itself and we are left with a marvelous relationship of reconciliation. It’s all through Christ, just that, you ought to underline that line at the end of verse l, “Through our Lord Jesus Christ,” because everything you have is through our Lord Jesus Christ, everything. It says in:

Ephesians 1:3 (NIV)

3Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.

You see, everything that is ours is because of Christ, everything. He made peace. He made peace. You say - Well, Pastor Bob, that’s great. That’s really great that He did that and He reconciled us to God.

2 Corinthians 5:18-19 (NIV)

18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 

You say - That’s great Pastor Bob. He brought us to God, but, does He keep us in that relationship? I mean, how do we know that that goes on?

And that’s really the question I want to talk about for a moment. You see, Jesus not only, now listen to this, very important, He not only reconciled us to God initially, but He maintains that reconciliation and that is His high priestly work. You understand that?

1 John 1:7 (NIV)

7But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies <present, continuing tense> us from all sin. <He keeps on cleansing us from all sin>
You see, the continual cleansing, the continual mediation, the continual washing of our sin provides for us the maintaining of that reconciliation Do you see? So you have two tremendous truths that cannot really be perceived. In the one hand we are at peace with God forever because every sin we will ever commit was already borne by Christ. And so there is nothing to violate our reconciliation, for the sin for which we should be cast out was paid for and covered.

And even in the daily walking through the world as we sin the Lord keeps on cleansing and keeps on cleansing so then we are maintained in reconciliation, not only by the past act of Christ on the cross, but by the present mediation of Christ at the right hand of God.

Romans 8:34 (NIV)

34Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died - more than that, who was raised to life - is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.

 His high priestly ministry says He ever lives to make <what> intercession for us. Isn’t that great? I’m at peace with God. For how long? For as long as Jesus Christ lives. And how long does He live? Forever, who intercedes for us. When a person embraces Christ by faith the spotless Son of God makes that person one with God and he’s at peace.

You say - Well, well, what about when I sin? When you sin, first of all, in the past it was paid for by Christ, it is settled. The fury and the wrath that that sin should receive, Christ already received. And in addition to that He present continues to intercede on your behalf and to keep on cleansing you, and maintains the peace.

In fact, in Ephesians 2:l4, one of my favorite statements in the entire Bible, it says of Christ: 

Ephesians 2:14 (NIV)

14For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility,

He is our peace. And as long as He ever lives He will maintain that relationship of peace. Hear it, friend. God is satisfied with Christ’s sacrifice for your sin, His wrath is gone, you are at peace and nothing can change that relationship.

Hebrews 8:12 (NIV)

12For I will forgive their wickedness <present tense> and will remember their sins <how often?> no more.” <Why? Because Christ satisfied God’s wrath>
Now listen, for you to say or for anyone to say that you can lose your salvation is to say one of two things or both. The work of Christ was not sufficient - past tense - on the cross. The present high priestly work of Christ neither is it sufficient. Do you want to say that? Hardly.

Second link, do you think that one was good? Wait till you see this one. And this is as far as we’re going to get, The first link that secures us eternally to the Savior is peace with God. The second one is standing in grace, standing in grace, verse 2: “By whom,” antecedent, our Lord Jesus Christ, “By whom also we have access,” circle that word in your Bible, “we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand.” Stop right there.

Romans 5:2 (NIV)

2through whom <our Lord Jesus Christ> we have gained access by faith <Stop right there on this word access. That’s a monumental word. It’s a staggering word. It is a shocking word. Everything a Jew had ever known all his life was that God is the utterly holy and unapproachable one. Throughout all their history that’s all they knew. In fact, what happen to a Jew if he ever got close to God? He’d be consumed. If they knew anything, they knew that God was unapproachable. Only the high priest could go into the Holy of Holies once a year, and that after special purification and only to hurry out. Access was not a word in their religious vocabulary. And nor does any sinful man today have access to God. Matthew 27:5l says that when Jesus was crucified, what happen to the veil in the temple? It was rent from the top to the bottom. Why? Access, access, to God> into this grace in which we now stand. <Stop right there. We aren’t moving in and out of grace, we’re <what> standing in it. We’re not coming and going through it, we’re standing in it, standing in grace and my feeble brain can’t touch the boundaries of this truth. It is so vast and so profound and every word is powerful. When we come in to the presence of God, we stand in grace. Stand means just that, stand firm, stand solid, stand fixed, abide. And we are abiding in a state of grace. And what is grace? It is undeserved favor, right? People think - Well, you got saved by grace. but boy, you’re going to stay in there by law. No-no. You got saved by grace and now you have to do rules to stay in there, you have to keep the law and if you break the law - you’re out. No. This says you stand in grace, you are firmly fixed in an environment of grace and grace is God’s unmerited forgiveness of sin. You didn’t do anything to get in there, you can’t do anything to get out of there. Romans 5:20, “But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound” Oh, what a great thought> And we rejoice <we don’t have to live in fear> in the hope of the glory of God.

You see, beloved, those two links, I mean, that would be enough, wouldn’t it? We have peace with God. Peace with God would be enough.

But just to add to that the Lord says - Not only that, you stand in grace and grace can only operate where there is sin because it is undeserved favor, it is unmerited forgiveness and so when you sin it functions. And so you’re kept in a state of grace. Great truth, great truth.

So, if you want to attack the security of the believer. you are attacking, first of all, God. You’re saying He changed His verdict. Secondly, you’re attacking Christ, you’re saying His cross work was inadequate, His high priestly work cannot maintain us. Does that help you to feel secure? This is only two out of six, beloved.

Pray
Gracious Father, what a blessed day, O what a great confidence has welled up within our hearts as we see that we are at peace with God and we stand in grace. Thank You for that. Fill our hearts with gratitude. Lift our souls in praise to You. We who do not deserve even the access initially, do not deserve that we should be kept in that place someday to be presented faultless, blameless, unreproachable in Thy sight. O, thank You, not only for the redemptive work of Christ past, but for the high priestly work of Christ present that keeps on cleansing. Thank You that we are at peace, that You are on our side. That You are our defense, our defender, our friend through our Lord Jesus Christ. And now:

Jude 1:24-25 (NIV)

24To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy - 25to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen.
INVITATION
2 Corinthians 5:20-21 (NIV)

20We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
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