Eternal Security - Part 3

Romans 5:5-11

We live in a day of unfaithfulness. Men cannot be trusted, basically. We have learned, if we've learned anything about men, that you can't trust them. They don't keep their promises. They don't keep their word, whether you're talking about individuals or whether you're talking about nations, it's the same thing. People can't be trusted. They are not worth what they say they are in terms of their integrity. Husbands are unfaithful to their wives, to the vows they have made. Wives are unfaithful to their husbands. Children are very often unfaithful to live the principles their parents have taught them and parents are very often unfaithful to give to their children that which they should. People are unfaithful to promises they make to employers and people with whom they work, and so on. Employers are often unfaithful to fulfill their obligations and responsibilities to those in their employ. And I suppose we would have to acknowledge the fact, also, that Christians are frequently unfaithful to God, though God is never unfaithful to them.

No one of us can claim immunity from this terrible sin of being unfaithful, the sin of being untrustworthy, of not living up to your promise, not keeping your word.

The only one in all the universe who is always faithful and always keeps every promise in full is God. And that, my friends, is a very important truth because it is upon the faithfulness of God that everything we believe in stands. God must be able to be trusted. Our eternal destiny is at stake. Everything we do is at stake. And it is indeed refreshing by contrast, it is indeed blessed to be able to lift our eyes above the scene of unfaithfulness to the beloved God who is always faithful.

Let's look together at Romans chapter 5, Romans chapter 5, and we're going to be looking again at the first eleven verses, this monumental passage of the Word of God dealing with the security of salvation. Now let me introduce our thinking this morning along this line.

Romans 5:5 (NIV)

5And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.

Pray
Deuteronomy 7:9 (NIV)

9Know therefore that the LORD your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his commands.

2 Timothy 2:13 (NIV)

13if we are faithless, he will remain faithful, for he cannot disown himself.

And I love the phrase of Isaiah. 

Isaiah 11:5 (NIV)

5Righteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash <belt> around his waist.

It's that which encompasses Him and hold's everything else together. His belt holds all the other, or His faithfulness, rather, is the belt that holds all His other attributes in place.

And Jeremiah echoed a similar thought when he said:

Lamentations 3:22-23 (NIV)

22Because of the LORD’S great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. 23They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.

Hebrews 10:23 (NIV)

23Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.

In other words, if God makes a promise He is faithful to fulfill it.

Now, these are samples of Scriptures filled with comments about the faithfulness of God. And one area where His faithfulness stands out is in the area of preserving His people unto glory. He stands out in the area of keeping us, of securing us in our salvation. He is faithful to do that.

If God promises you eternal life, what will He give you? Eternal life. God is not like men, God is faithful.

Now, this comes again and again in the New Testament. Not only do we see the faithfulness of God in the Old, but as well in the New. And just a couple of passages that sort of reinforce it in your mind:

1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 (NIV)

23May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. <Now that is a prayer for security, isn't it?> 24The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it. <One of the greatest passages in all the Bible on the security of the believer, I Thessalonians 5:23 and 24. This is what I hope for you, that God will preserve you and He will preserve you, faithful is He that called you, who also will do it, great statement of confidence>
Philippians 1:6 (NIV)

6being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.

Now, all of the scriptures are telling us the same thing. It's not something that's a thin argument based on some obscure statement somewhere, it is replete throughout Scripture that God is faithful to those He calls to bring them to glory. And we've been looking at that concept for the last two weeks.

Now, let's go back to Romans 5 and with that as an introduction we want to say this - the whole idea of the security of the believer then is premised on the attribute of God that we call faithfulness. And all these other scriptures that we read, including Romans 5, simply describe to us, listen carefully, they simply describe to us how God implements His faithfulness. We are kept by His faithfulness. And we learn in Romans 5 and elsewhere how He implements that keeping faithfulness.

Romans 5:1-11 (NIV)

1Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. 3Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. 6You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. 8But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through him! 10For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 11Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.

Now, there are six links in an unbreakable chain that unite us to the Savior. We've been looking at that in verse 1 and all the way down through verse 11. And we suggested these six links.

First, our peace with God. 

Second, our standing in grace. 

Thirdly, the hope of glory. 

Fourth, the possession of love. 

Fifth, the certainty of deliverance. 

And six, the joy in God. 

Now, we're going to go into those, hopefully we'll be able to finish them this morning. Now, remember that the first link that ties us eternally with the Savior is peace with God, verse 1 “1Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” In other words, from now on God is on our side. We made our peace. And it isn't so much that we were hostile against God as it was that God was hostile against us. Remember? God was angry about our sin. The Bible says in Psalm 7:11 that He's angry with the wicked every single day. So, we are secure because we are at peace with God. His anger is satisfied. His wrath is satisfied in the death of Jesus Christ.

Secondly, we are secure because we stand in grace, verse 2: “through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand.” Now grace operates where there is sin. If you don't have any sin then you don't need any grace, right? So, grace operates where there is sin. Now if we stand in grace, then when we sin, what happens? Grace operates. And what does grace do? Forgives our sin because of Christ. And so we are secure then, not only because we've made peace with God and His wrath has been spent on Christ, but because we stand in grace. And grace is God's undeserved favor to sinners.

Thirdly, we are linked eternally to the Lord through the hope of glory, the end of verse 2: “And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.” And remember last time I told you, and I think this is such a tremendous point, that we are secure because God saved us to bring us to glory. There are three tenses to salvation: past, present, future We have been saved. We are being saved. We shall be yet saved. We wait for the full salvation, the redemption of our bodies, the full and ultimate glorification, and we looked at Romans S and said: “whom the Lord justifies He also, what?, glorifies.” So, He has saved us to bring us to glory. Salvation wouldn't even be salvation. You couldn't even call it that if you could lose it. You can't even define it that way because salvation can only be defined as three parts: past, that is we have been saved from the sins of the past; present, we are being saved; future, we shall yet be saved in full glory. And so the hope of glory links us to Christ.

And then we noticed verse 3, “Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance.” Not only that but we also rejoice or exult in our tribulations because we know that tribulation not only does it not take away our salvation, not only does it not weaken us, but rather it produces endurance and endurance produces proven character and proven character has a greater hope. So, Paul is saying we are anchored to the Savior by the promise of ultimate glory and even when we go through trial that just increases our hope of glory because trials produce proven character. And the more spiritual character you have, the more spiritually mature you are. The more confident you are in the hope of ultimate salvation.

And that's why verse 5 says: “Hope does not disappoint us.” It is not something we are ashamed of because we know God will bring to pass what He has promised.

So, the security of our salvation is then based on peace with God, standing in grace and hope of glory. Now, let's go to the fourth link and one with which we are all so wonderfully familiar as we look at verse 5.

“And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.” Now stop there for the time. Here we find the fourth link, and we'll call it the possession of love. God has begun a love relationship that stretches through all eternity. We have become the possessors of love. That's what that says. “God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.”

When you become a Christian, God deposits in you the Holy Spirit and Paul the Apostle calls Him in Ephesians, the earnest. It means engagement ring. or down payment, or guarantee. In other words, when you become a Christian you're given a guarantee, and that is the guarantee of your ultimate glory, the guarantee of your ultimate salvation, the guarantee of heaven, the guarantee of your perseverance, your security. And that guarantee is none other than the indwelling Holy Spirit given to every Christian. And the Holy Spirit, then produces in us an awareness of the love of God.

The most overwhelming concept in all of Christianity is that God loves us, isn't it? That God loves us. And frankly, folks, this passage escapes words to describe its grandeur that I can't speak. But what it says here is, it speaks of a personal, internal, intimate ministry of God through the Holy Spirit that takes security out of the mind and plunges into the heart. It is not intellectual. It is emotional. God is assuring our hearts that we belong to Him by pouring out love.

Romans 8:14 (NIV)

14… those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.

Ask yourself a question - Have you ever been led by the Spirit of God? If you've ever been led to do anything for the glory of God it was the Spirit of God leading you. If you've ever been led to a righteous behavior. If you've ever been led to an intense and faithful study of the Word of God, if you've ever been led into prayer, if you've ever been led to worship the Lord Jesus Christ with all your heart, if you've ever been led to any of these things it's been the Holy Spirit leading, hasn't it? And if we have sensed the Holy Spirit's leading then we know we are the sons of God. And if we've ever felt in our hearts what Romans 8:15 says, to cry “Abba Father,” if we've ever felt like saying to God - Daddy - in other words, if we have sensed intimacy with God that is an internal subjective assurance of salvation. Do you see that?

The unbeliever feels none of that. The unregenerate individual senses no affinity to God, senses no intimacy with God, senses no real communion with God. But for those of us who know Jesus Christ, God has put His Spirit in us and His Spirit in us draws us into an intimate love relationship with the living God Himself. So, listen carefully now, security in our salvation comes not only from outside revelation but from inside revelation, not only from the mind, but also from the heart.

Now let me get you a little deeper into verse 5. It says: “The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts.” Now listen very carefully, that is not talking about our love for God. That is talking about God's love for us. How do you know that? Because the rest of the passage makes a point of that. Verse 8: “God commended His love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us.” It's talking about God's love for us. And so the truth is that God's love for us has been deposited in our hearts by the presence of the Holy Spirit. What are we saying, practically? That the Holy Spirit gives the believer the sense that God loves Him.

Now, at this point I want to say something that I think is very important in understanding this truth. You will forfeit the sense of assurance that comes by the Spirit ministering to you that God loves you, you'll forfeit that if you live in disobedience. You say - How do you know that? Listen carefully, Galatians 5:22. “But the fruit of the Spirit is <what?> love.” I'll say it again. “The fruit of the Spirit is love.” If in your life by disobedience you quench the Spirit, if in your life by unrighteousness, by unconfessed sin, by disobedience you grieve the Spirit, you will cause the Spirit to bear no fruit. You will hinder that operation. And what you will lose is the sense of love. Now, I realize that the fruit of the Spirit has to do with love that is included with it being passed on to someone else, but I'm also convinced that it has to do just as well with the sense of God loving you. So, there's a sense in which we have to recognize that though God has shed abroad His love in our hearts by the Holy Spirit' if we're not walking in the Spirit we're not going to experience that assurance.

Now, to help you to understand that even further, look at Ephesians chapter 3, and this is very practical.

Ephesians 3:14 (NIV)

14For this reason I kneel before the Father,

Ephesians 3:16-19 (NIV)

16I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, <Now stop there. Paul says - I'm praying for you that you would know the full strength of the Spirit, that you would know the full power of the operation of the Holy Spirit, that you would really know the Spirit moving in your life. In other words, if you're going to really see the Spirit operating in full power in your life then you have to get rid of the sin and the disobedience and the flesh and the selfishness and all of that and when that is gone and the Spirit of God is operating in full strength> 17so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, <The result is here in verse 17> being rooted and established in love, <Whose love? Not your love for God, watch verse 18> 18may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 

So, when you ask me if I know I'm saved and I know I'm secure, I'm going to tell you I'm secure because of the transaction that made peace and grace and hope a reality, but I'm also going to tell you that I know that I belong to Jesus Christ because the Holy Spirit witnesses with my spirit that I am a child of God.

Romans 8:38-39 (NIV)

38For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Now, again I say, if a Christian goes through a period when he loses this sense of God loving him, it is because he has quenched the ministry of the Spirit of God.

Let's look at verse 6, and Paul wants to talk a little more about this love and he wants to define the nature of it. And oh, is this important, you don't want to lose your train of thought here. Tell us about this love, tell us how we can know what kind of love it is.
Romans 5:6-8 (NIV)

6You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless <means impotent, without strength to do what? Powerless to do anything that pleased God. Powerless to overcome sin, powerless to overcome Satan, powerless to overcome the world, powerless to overcome death, powerless to overcome hell, powerless period, to live a righteous life, powerless to save ourselves when we were literally paralyzed by our sin, and unable to do anything about it. We had no moral ability at all, none. We were enemies of holy God>, Christ died for the ungodly. 7Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. 8But God demonstrates <commended, proved> his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Now listen carefully, if there was nothing in us to attract Him to love us in the first place, what could there be in us to make Him stop loving us in the second place? You see the point he's making? I mean, if Christ died for us when we were ungodly, impotent, ugly sinners and God could love us then, is it going to be any problem for Him to love us now? That's Paul's argument.

Listen, look at it another way. If God gave the greatest gift His love could give which is His Son to save us, and then gave the greatest gift He could give, His Spirit to fill our hearts with love, will He not do less to keep us? His love hasn't changed. He loved us when we were wretched. He still does.

That leads me to a fifth link in the chain, and I call it “certainty of deliverance,” and this sort of builds on the point of peace with God, but look at this, this is really something, verse 9. Here it is:

Romans 5:9 (NIV)

9Since we have now been justified by his blood <made right>, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through him! <We have been justified by His blood, that's past. And we shall be saved from wrath through Him, that’s future>
So, if we were made right with God, we were made right, forever. And we shall be saved from God’s wrath because there is no such thing as a biblically defined part-time salvation. That transaction covers past, present and future.

No Christian is ever going to stand in judgment. No Christian is ever going to know the wrath of God. The full fury of wrath for your sin as a Christian was poured out on Jesus Christ. So, we will be delivered in the future.

Now, why is that true? Watch this, verse 10, so powerful, “For if, when we were God’s enemies <we were ALL enemies at one time>, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!”

When He reconciled us in the first place we were wretched, rotten, vile, Godless. impotent sinners. We'll never be worse than that. And if that was not a barrier to His reconciliation then, it poses no barrier to keeping us reconciled now. Do you understand that? So, being now justified, reconciled, when we were enemies, don't you think much more we'll be kept when we're His friends? If He redeemed us when we hated Him, do you think He will not keep us when we love Him?

Now, let me take it a second way. “For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through <what?> the death of his Son, how much more, having been <continually> reconciled <that’s the idea here>, shall we be saved through his life!

Now, what is this saying? Here it comes. If Jesus saved us in His death, don't you think He could keep us in His life? In other words, if a dead Savior on the cross can redeem us, can't a living Savior keep us? A great truth, isn't it? If Jesus in death provided our salvation, what can He be doing now in glorified resurrection life? You see, that's the whole point. If He could save us in His death, He can keep us in His life. Great truth.

And would you notice this? It's all through Jesus Christ:

Verse 1, “We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Verse 2: “By whom also we have access.”

Verse 6: “In due time Christ died for the ungodly.”

Verse 8: “Christ died for us.”

Verse 9: “Justified by His blood, we're saved from wrath through Him.”

Verse 10,  “Reconciled to God,” “by the death of His Son.” We shall be saved by His life.” 

Do you see? It's always through Christ. 

No, God never loved us because we were lovable. We were not lovable. He saved us in the midst of our sin and He did it for His own glory, to show what a glorious, gracious, merciful, loving God He was, to put Himself on display throughout all eternity, and what kind of God would He be if He turned His back on us? There would be no glory in that.

So, we're secure, kept by God because He's faithful. And the means by which He keeps us? Peace with God, standing in grace, hope of glory, possession of love, certainty of deliverance and a last one in verse 11. We'll just call it joy in God. “Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.”

Now, here's another subjective reality, another reason that we know we belong to God is because He fills our heart with joy. The fruit of the Spirit is <what?> love, joy, peace. And again I say, salvation is not merely a future, though certain good; it is a present and abundant joy. And one of the ways that you know you belong to God and one of the great securities is that internal joy.

It's already been talked about.

Verse 2: “We rejoice.” Verse 3, “We exult, or we rejoice greatly.” This is the third time it's mentioned. We have joy in God. And so our present sense of joy is an additional guarantee of future salvation. That sense of inner joy produced by the Holy Spirit.

The believer's joy is all in God, you know, you don't joy in your own righteousness, you don't joy in your own ability, your own worthiness. You joy in God and that's why:

Psalm 34:3 (KJV)

3O magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name together.

That's why when I stand up here and get excited about God’s Word, I’m not just reading words off of a page, but I’m sending messages out of a joyful heart. That's why in the midst of death or disaster we don't lose our perspective because we joy in God who keeps His own. 

And so, we don't boast in ourselves. We don't rejoice in ourselves We don't say - Hey, how wonderful we are. We're not the kind of religious people who pat ourselves on the back about how good we are. We joy in God.

The final link that anchors us to the blessed Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, is that we joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ by whom we have received the reconciliation with God. So, we're secure. What a great, great hope is ours. Let's bow in prayer.

Pray
I guess we need to ask a question, at this point, at the last minute of our time this morning. Do you have the security we've talked about? Do you know without a shadow of a doubt that you belong to Jesus Christ now and forever? If you don't, one of two reasons has caused that. First, you do not know Christ, you're not a Christian. You don't have the Holy Spirit. You're not secure because you have no salvation. Then I would open my arms in the imagery of Christ if He were here and say:

Matthew 11:28 (KJV)

28Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
Christ wants you to enter into His salvation, now and forever. Put your faith in the blood  of Jesus Christ. Embrace Him as Lord and Savior. Only a fool says no, only an utter fool holds on to his own selfishness, his own sinfulness, his own vile life and rolls the dice to gamble against eternity. That's a fool. Wisdom comes to Christ. And not only does that secure the future, but, oh my, it fills the present with love and joy. There's joy, it says in the New Testament, in believing.

But, there are some of you who may not sense security, you may not feel assured in your salvation and it may be that you have lost that internal witness of the Spirit, affirming the love of God to you, and you've lost your joy in the reconciliation provided because you're walking in sin, you're living in disobedience. And it may be a small thing, you know, you may not be able to see some glaring evil that is very obvious to the whole world, it may be some small sin that is choking out your sense of assurance. You confess, ask the Spirit of God to search your heart, give you that full sense of God's love and joy in the Spirit.
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