Faithfulness - Part 3

Philippians 4:5-6

Philippians 4:5-6 (NKJV)
5Let your gentleness be known to all men. The Lord is at hand. 6Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God;

Pray
Those of you who have been with us over the last number of weeks know that we are considering the theme of faithfulness and we are looking at the text of Philippians chapter 4 where the Apostle Paul gives us the principles that create or generate a spiritually faithful life. You know, this entire society in which we live struggles with the matter of faithfulness. It ought to be obvious to all of us that we live in a very unfaithful world. And we are in the midst of very unfaithful people. Our world is filled with anxiety. It is filled with an inability of folks to cope with circumstances in life. There are a myriad of solutions but not many that work any that work apparently as the society continues to escalate in its in faithfulness.

Let's look at a biblical illustration of faithfulness and it speaks directly to this issue of faithfulness. 

Psalm 1:1-6 (NKJV)
1Blessed is the man <person> Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; <progressive> <in the world but unaffected> 2But his delight is in the law of the LORD <Pentateuch>, And in His law he meditates <mumble or speak to oneself> day and night. 3He shall be like a tree Planted by the rivers of water, That brings forth its fruit in its season, <everything about the tree will be valuable and productive> Whose leaf also shall not wither; And whatever he does shall prosper <not a guarantee of finances but useful and productive to the Lord>. 4The ungodly are not so, But are like the chaff which the wind drives away <utterly useless that has no foundation or future>. 5Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, Nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 6For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, But the way of the ungodly shall perish. <two ways, only one which leads to God (John 14:6)>
A faithful person is represented in Psalms 1:1-3. 

Now, we're learning how to be spiritually faithful here in Philippians 4, so let's turn back to it. Would you notice Philippians 4:1, the key statement is "stand firm in the Lord." That means be spiritually faithful, don't be like those who are tossed to and fro and carried about by every wind of doctrine. Don't be like the man in James who is unfaithful in all his ways, wavering like the sea. Be firm, be strong, be faithful in the Lord. We ought to be the very demonstration of faithfulness. But how? That's the little word "so," thus or in this way stand firm in the Lord, here's how, I'm going to tell you how. Here's what it requires to be faithful.

Now what we already learned I briefly review.

1. Faithfulness demands cultivating peace in the fellowship of love. Faithfulness demands cultivating peace in the fellowship of love. And we noted that in verses 2 and 3, two women, Euodia and Syntyche were causing discord in the church. Paul exhorts them to harmony in the Lord in verse 2. Then he asks Clement to help those women who have been a help to him. I pointed out a couple of weeks ago that where you have a church environment that is in conflict, you will not only have an unfaithful environment but you will have unfaithful individuals who will literally be affected by that conflict. But where you have harmony and unity and love and peace in the environment of the church, it becomes the strength to the individual and so they experience personal faithfulness. Harmony in the church is a great stabilizer.

2. If we are to be firm in the Lord, is not only to cultivate peace in the fellowship of love but secondly to maintain a spirit of joy. Verse 4, "Rejoice in the Lord always, again I will say rejoice." This too is directly related to faithfulness, cultivating an attitude of joy, maintaining a spirit of joy in the sense that it doesn't depend upon circumstances. Please notice, "rejoice in the Lord," not in your circumstances. You can't always rejoice in your circumstances but you can always rejoice in the Lord, in your privileged union with Him.

Faithful people are people who bring peace to situations, who create in the fellowship of love a unity, who are a stabilizing influence in discord. And the spiritually faithful are those who in the rise and fall of circumstances in life always maintain joy, joy is at the heart of faithfulness. 

3. Faithfulness also requires learning to accept less than you might think you're due, learning to accept less than you might think you are due. Verse 5, "Let your gentleness be known to all men. " Now that's a very, very important statement and a very important element in this matter of faithfulness. It is really speaking about contentment. It could read, "Let your contentment be known to all men." For example, it has the sense of sweet reasonableness, that you are...you are responsive to an appeal, that there's a gentleness about you when someone asks you something, you're sweetly reasonable about it. It also could be translated big heartedness. Not only are you sweetly reasonable but it goes beyond that, you are very generous. 

But there's another element to it that we have to go into to understand it. It is the graciousness of humility which basically says you may have offended me, you may have mistreated me, you may have misjudged me, you may have not given me what I deserve, you may have given me what I do not deserve, you may have ruined my reputation but I humbly and graciously accept it. That's what it means. And again, isn't that exactly what the grace of God is like? You may have hated Me. You may have been My enemies, God could say. You may have shaken your fist in My face. You may have blasphemed Me. You may have mistreated Me, misjudged Me, you may have done all of that and I still reach out to you in love. Now, boy, when you have that kind of an attitude, you're a faithful person to the kingdom of God. Spiritual faithfulness belongs to the humbly gracious...let's use that phrase. Let your humble graciousness be known to all men.

Faithfulness comes when I have no demands for myself. Then if I get something, fine. If I don't, fine. If I'm treated a certain way, fine. If I'm treated this way, fine. It doesn't really matter to me, I'm not concerned about me. That's what makes Paul say,

Philippians 4:11 (NKJV)
11Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content:

So, faithfulness belongs to those who cultivate peace in the fellowship of love, those who maintain joy, and those who do not demand what they might be due but are graciously humble.

Let me reduce those to three virtues...love, joy, humility. Let's look at one more, number four. Verse 5, back to it again, let's put verse 5 and 6 together, "The Lord is near, be anxious for nothing," stop there.

Here's our fourth point, faithfulness requires resting on a confident faith in the Lord. And I'll say it again, I've said it before, your view of God is what gives you faithfulness. 

The Lord is near.

The term "near," can mean near in space or near in time. I could say that piano is near, that's near in space. I could say Monday is near, that's near in time.

He's near in time? You mean He's coming and soon He will be here. Are you talking about the Rapture? Are you talking about Christ's return? Certainly the Lord was near in terms of time. I mean, there is going to be a return of Christ some time soon. So it could be that he's got the Rapture in mind, the Lord is near, stop worrying. 

It seems to me that the real strength of this exhortation is that the Lord is near in terms of space, if we can use that concept. It's not so much that He's near in terms of His coming, in the sense that He's near in terms of His immediate presence, that He's there, He's encompassing you, His personal presence. Don't you live your life in that confidence? Don't you live your life in the confidence that even when you think a thought He's near enough to read it? When you whisper a prayer, He's near enough to hear it. When you need His strength and His power, He's near enough to provide it. In fact, is He not living in you, providing the very spiritual life that is your life? It is the life of God in your soul. No, we are dependent on that. And I think that's what he's saying. The Lord is near, so don't be anxious, so don't be unfaithful, so don't be wavering, so don't be collapsing. Understand the Lord is near.

But that's the way we live our life so often. Our theology works on Sunday but when we hit the wall on Monday through Friday and we get some trauma in our life, then we start falling apart. We loose our self-control. We flip out and it's a lack of confidence in God. If I have a confident trust that the Lord is near, what am I worried about? Well it doesn't matter to me what men say against me. It doesn't matter how I'm treated, the Lord is near and the Lord knows the truth about everything. And this is the source of my security that I trust in the presence of my God.

Now let me tell you something, folks. The Lord is near and this is the Lord who is near, the capable God of the Scripture. And if you will delight yourself in Him and if you will meditate on His law day and night, on His Word day and night, you will then know the God that He is and you will know how He acts and that will be the source of your own confidence.

Now what is the result of knowing the Lord is near? 6Be anxious for nothing,”

What am I going to be worrying about? Something God can't handle? If you fret and worry, are in trauma, are unfaithful, if you launch off into everything from anorexia to schizophrenia and all kinds of things, you are really saying, "I can't cope with life. I can't handle life." And if this describes you, and I want to say this with love and graciousness, the real underlying demonstration is you really don't trust whom? God.

So what do we do? In the church we've got all these people with all their problems and instead of giving them God and His character and His attributes and the history of how He functions. As a result there is a tremendous lack of confidence in Him. No wonder people have guilt, fear and anxiety. They have an inadequate knowledge of God and an inadequate trust in God. And instead of teaching God and getting people into the Word of God, most churches are trying to patch up the unfaithful by giving them human solutions and worst of all, psychology of which even psychologists say it has no answers.

There's only one resting place for the soul and that's in God. We stand fast in the Lord. We stand firm in the Lord. Be anxious for nothing. Stop worrying. Don't get knocked over by trials and temptations and the fact that your little world isn't absolutely perfectly the way you wish it should be. Don't worry.

1 Timothy 6:8

Philippians 4:11

Matthew 6:25

How can I be faithful?

1. Love, seeking peace and harmony in the fellowship of love.

2. Joy, cultivating a joy that I have that is deeper than my circumstances that it's in my relationship with the living Christ.

3. Humility, the graciousness of humility that demands nothing, accepts anything, commits it to God.

4. Contentment, the contentment of knowing our great trust in the Lord and that that He's got it all under control and that with our trust in Him, we can keep our desires in check.

That's how to have a faithful life. And there's more when we come back to our text this evening.

Pray
Our Father, we do thank You for such a clear message to put us back on course that we might be faithful. Help us to know that our faithfulness comes from You. We don't want to be the product of a confused culture. We want to be delighting in You and we want to be meditating day and night in Your Word. And we want to be every bit the biblical Spirit-filled Christian that You want us to be. We want to be firmly planted like a tree by the streams of waters, flourishing with fruitfulness, prospering not withering in the midst of a world of chaff blowing in every direction. Make us faithful, Lord, so that by being firmly planted we may bear fruit to Your glory.

Invitation: Every head bowed and every eye closed.

Salvation? Faithfulness?

In Jesus' name, I pray. Amen.
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