God's Plan For Your Family (Wives) - Part 2

Ephesians 5:22-24

We continue this morning in our study of the Word of God with regard to marriage and the family. You might want to open your Bible to Ephesians chapter 5 and we'll touch base again with our text. Ephesians chapter 5 verses 22 to 24.

Ephesians 5:22 (NKJV)

PLEASE STAND
22Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord.

God here very clearly calls the wife to submit to her husband. This is God's design for her blessing, for his blessing of the blessing of their children, the blessing of the church. 

It is imperative that women understand this crucial responsibility. But most women today do not. And such a clear sense of identity is frankly rejected by many women in the church today as well as being misunderstood by them. They fail to understand the difference between what they are in the Kingdom and what they are in the family. They fail to submit to the purpose of God uniquely designed for them.

Have you looked through any old magazines lately? Do you ever do that? I mean, the kind you see in old bookstores or the kind for some reason or another have hanging around in a closet somewhere or in the attic? Have you noted how women used to be portrayed? A mother rocking a baby, a woman cooking dinner, a woman reading a story to her children, does that sound foreign? And when you look at women today portrayed in magazines, what do you see? A woman with a briefcase sailing down a crowded street headed to work. A woman in tights doing aerobics. A woman in a skimpy bathing suit half exposed doing nothing but generating trouble.

Now what kind of prototype is the woman in this new century? What is the modern super-woman supposed to be? Maybe something like this, she works, builds her own career, demands equal pay, refuses to submit to her husband, demanding equality with him in everything, has an affair or two and a divorce or two. She exercises her independence, relies on her own resources, doesn't want her husband or children to threaten her personal goals, has her own bank account. She hires a maid or a cleaning service, eats out at least fifty percent of the time with her family or without them, makes cold cereal and coffee, the standard breakfast for her family, quick-frozen meals usual dinner fare, or she calls Domino's Pizza, expects her husband to do his share of the housework. She is tanned, coiffured, aerobicized, into body-building shape, shops to keep up with the fashion trends, makes sure she can compete in the attention-getting contest, puts the kids in a day care center, makes sure each has a TV in his room, or a radio or a CD player so they can be entertained. She is opinionated, demanding, wants to be heard, eager to fulfill all of her personal goals.

This is the modern woman of this new century that is applauded by the culture. She can't stay married, or for that matter happy and her kids get into trouble, and sometimes drugs. She's far from the woman God has called the excellent woman. Let me remind you of the excellent woman, according to God, Proverbs 31.

Now this whole section, by the way, is from a Jewish mother to her son on how to pick a wife. That's the whole section. In fact, look back at verse 1.

Proverbs 31:1-31 (NKJV)

1The words of King Lemuel, the utterance which his mother taught him: <Now this is all about what a mother needs to teach her son> 2What, my son? And what, son of my womb? And what, son of my vows? <In other words, what do you want to know?> 3Do not give your strength to women, Nor your ways to that which destroys kings. <What does that mean? Stay away from sexual immorality. That's the first important lesson that this mother teaches her son. We don't know anything about the mother of Lemuel, but she taught him to stay away from sexual immorality> 4It is not for kings, O Lemuel, It is not for kings to drink wine, Nor for princes intoxicating drink; 5Lest they drink and forget the law, And pervert the justice of all the afflicted. 6Give strong drink to him who is perishing, And wine to those who are bitter of heart. 7Let him drink and forget his poverty, And remember his misery no more. <The first thing is to stay away from sexual immorality, and the second is to stay away from alcohol> 8Open your mouth for the speechless, In the cause of all who are appointed to die. 9Open your mouth, judge righteously, And plead the cause of the poor and needy. <Pretty good lessons. Stay away from sexual immorality. Stay away from drugs and alcohol. Take care of hurting people. Defend those who can't defend themselves. Stand by the oppressed. Support the needy and deal justly with everybody. This is the first wave of lessons> 10Who can find a virtuous wife? <Most of all, son> For her worth is far above rubies. <And the woman described here is a priceless value. It's not any particular woman in mind, it's the model woman here. She has physical, mental, moral and spiritual strength. She loves God reverently and her husband as well> 11The heart of her husband safely trusts her; So he will have no lack of gain. 12She does him good and not evil All the days of her life. 13She seeks wool and flax, And willingly works with her hands. 14She is like the merchant ships, She brings her food from afar. 15She also rises while it is yet night, And provides food for her household, And a portion for her maidservants. 16She considers a field and buys it; From her profits she plants a vineyard. 17She girds herself with strength, And strengthens her arms. 18She perceives that her merchandise is good, And her lamp does not go out by night. 19She stretches out her hands to the distaff, And her hand holds the spindle. 20She extends her hand to the poor, Yes, she reaches out her hands to the needy. 21She is not afraid of snow for her household, For all her household is clothed with scarlet. 22She makes tapestry for herself; Her clothing is fine linen and purple. 23Her husband is known in the gates, When he sits among the elders of the land. 24She makes linen garments and sells them, And supplies sashes for the merchants. 25Strength and honor are her clothing; She shall rejoice in time to come. 26She opens her mouth with wisdom, And on her tongue is the law of kindness. 7She watches over the ways of her household, And does not eat the bread of idleness. 28Her children rise up and call her blessed; Her husband also, and he praises her: 29“Many daughters have done well, But you excel them all.” 30Charm is deceitful and beauty is passing, But a woman who fears the LORD, she shall be praised. 31Give her of the fruit of her hands, And let her own works praise her in the gates.
In verses 10 through 31, the mother of Lemuel describes the perfect woman. And by the way, in these verses, this description of the excellent wife is a Hebrew acrostic. Each of those 22 verses begins with the letters of the Hebrew alphabet in their normal order. It is an acrostic brilliantly conceived by the mind of God to describe the perfect woman. This is describing no one woman in particular but the full-length portrait of what every woman should seek to become and the wife that every man would desire to have. This woman is for her husband a gift from God. To find this woman is to find a priceless treasure.

Proverbs 19:14 (NKJV)

14Houses and riches are an inheritance from fathers, But a prudent <or wise> wife is from the LORD.

Matthew Henry said, “This is the mirror for all Christian women, magnificent portrait.” And it focuses on the very things that in the New Testament portray the model woman. With this in mind, let's go back to Ephesians chapter 5.

Ephesians 5:22 (NKJV)

22Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord.

Now we have already discussed the matter of submission two weeks ago in verse 22, “Wives, be subject to your own husbands.” The wife is to submit to her husband. And secondly, not only is the woman to submit to her husband, but there is a way in which she is to submit, there is a manner. “As to the Lord...as to the Lord.”

Respond to your husband submissively, listen to this, as if you were responding to Jesus Christ. This, by the way, is a devastating indictment against those who deny a woman's submission. This is Christ's will and when you submit to your husband, you are submitting to Him, you are responding as if to Christ. As a woman is to be subject to the Lord Himself, so she is to be subject to her own husband as if he were Christ.

And I suppose there are many women who think that they are in perfect submission to Christ but lack of submissiveness to their husband indicates that they are not. The matter of submission is very simple, be submissive to your own husbands. The manner of submission, as to the Lord. With the same level of devotion that you give the Lord, submit to your husband.

Thirdly, Paul points out the motive for this submission in verse 23.

Ephesians 5:23 (NKJV)

23For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body.

“For the husband is the head of the wife.” This is the design of God, that's the divine plan. Just as a body submits to the brain that is in the head by design, so the wife submits to the husband who is the head. When you see a body that does not respond to the head, you see a deformity, you see something that is not normal. You see a dysfunctional person. And the same is true in a marriage. Where a wife does not submit, there is distortion, deformity and dysfunction. God has designed that the body respond to the head. And the husband is the head of the wife.

Then fourthly, there is the model of submission. The matter of submission and then there is this very important aspect of the motive which means basically that you're responding because that's the created order. Then the model of submission, verse 23, “as also Christ is head of the church.”

In other words, you are to submit to your husband as the church submits to Christ. With the same willing heart that the church has in obeying Christ, the wife is to submit to her husband. Now this is a very lofty concept, ladies, and gentlemen as well. I mean, we're talking about a significant model here. In the same complete non-grudging, joyful way in which the church is to submit to Christ, so you are to submit to your husband.

And then it adds in verse 23, “and He is the Savior of the body.” We anxiously, joyfully submit to the one who saves us, namely the Lord Jesus Christ. The church gladly submits to Christ. We understand our weakness. We understand His strength. We submit our weakness to His strength in the church and we are to do the same thing in marriage. A woman is to realize that her husband is her protector and her deliverer, that's what savior means. She is humbly to give herself to that protection, to that care.

The fifth point is the magnitude of submission, the magnitude of it. 

Ephesians 5:24 (NKJV)

24 Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in <and here's the magnitude. In what> everything. <In everything, in everything>
Now how does this submission work out? What is the character or the nature of that submission? What does it look like? 

The best answer to that is to turn in your Bible to Titus and look with me at chapter 2. And we're going to spend some time here and also in Paul's writing to Timothy. This is very, very significant teaching. But I want you to notice in chapter 2 of Titus, verses 3 through 5, and I'm going to read it and then we're going to make some comment on this and some other passages, very, very important.

Titus 2:3 through Titus 2:5 (NKJV)

3the older women likewise <Stop> <Very specific instruction is given. It is given to the older women>, that they be reverent in behavior, not slanderers, not given to much wine <not to be a slave to it>, teachers of good things <transitional statement> - 4that they admonish <encourage> <literally means to train in self-control> the young women <Now when it says “young women” we have to ask the question, what age does this refer to? Well, very simply, these verses describe those young women who are with families, those still able to bear children and still in the process of raising children. Those who are mothers whose children are still under their care> to love their husbands, to love their children, 5to be discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be blasphemed.

The older women are to conduct themselves in a godly way. After their years of family rearing are over, they then take the role of becoming teachers, mentors. The spiritual quality they maintain in their lives allows them to be the essential influence on the next generation of women. In other words, it takes a generation of godly older women to instruct a new generation of young women.

They are literally to be teachers of what is good, or that which is noble, excellent and lofty. The idea conveyed in this word is not so much by the way a formal kind of instruction, not classes and seminars and books, but rather teaching by one's life, by example, by modeling the pattern. The popular term, as I said, is mentoring. The traditional term is discipling.

Hold your place in Titus

To further expand this idea of the young women and who they are, turn over to 1 Timothy chapter 5. And I am trying to be as comprehensive as I can be in this study because of its importance. But in 1 Timothy chapter 5 and verses 9 through 15 is a very, very important section of Scripture. And let me tell you, it has great application to the point we're making.

1 Timothy 5:9a (NKJV)

9Do not let a widow under sixty years old be taken into the number …

1 Timothy 5:9-15 (NKJV)

9Do not let a widow under sixty years old be taken into the number <NIV reads “put on the list of widows”>, and not unless she has been the wife of one man, 10well reported for good works: if she has brought up children, if she has lodged strangers, if she has washed the saints’ feet, if she has relieved the afflicted, if she has diligently followed every good work. 11But refuse the younger widows; for when they have begun to grow wanton against Christ, they desire to marry, 12having condemnation because they have cast off their first faith. 13And besides they learn to be idle, wandering about from house to house, and not only idle but also gossips and busybodies, saying things which they ought not. 14Therefore I desire that the younger widows marry, bear children, manage the house, give no opportunity to the adversary to speak reproachfully. 15For some have already turned aside after Satan.

Now look again at the first part of verse 9.. We know from the early church that they had elders and deacons and deaconesses. But apparently here they also had another group of servants in the church, special servants who were godly widows. And apparently they were given some official status and they were put on a list, as verse 9 says, as official servants in the church. They were older women, at least sixty years of age. And they would have a primary responsibility of serving the younger women, of mentoring the younger women. And as there are qualifications for elders, and qualifications for deacons, and qualifications for deaconesses, so there are qualifications for these older women who are to be put on the official servant list for the mentoring of young women. The fact that there are qualifications given here supports the idea that they were serving in some kind of an official capacity. Apparently the early church kept lists of such women.

Their areas of service likely included visiting the church's younger women, to provide teaching and counseling as well as perhaps visiting the sick and the afflicted and providing hospitality to travelers, such as itinerant preachers and evangelists. They probably had a ministry to children, as well, grandmothering on an extensive basis.

Spiritual enrichment had to pass from one generation to the next, and this is the perfect group of folks to do that. By the way, in ancient times, and I think still today it's a reasonable figure, the age of sixty marked sort of a period of time when one was considered to retire from activity and engage in philosophical contemplation. Why? Because for the most part child rearing was done. That's easy to understand. Basically women can bear children into their forties. And then they go through a menopausal period after which they cannot bear children any longer. If women are still able to have children in their early forties, they have by the time reached sixty raised those children, or around the age of sixty. If you are having children in your forties, you're going to have them till you're sixty. But after that period of time, women no longer bear children and so the parenting process is ended after they get beyond sixty and that's when they're now ready, having done their work as a mother, having raised their children, they're now ready to pass on to the next generation the proper instruction. It's unlikely also that women at that age would feel compelled to remarry and so they could give themselves totally to the responsibility of raising a generation of godly young women.

Now the only women who could go on to that list are here defined for us. They had to have been in verse 9 the wife of one man; literally that means a one-man woman. That is they were faithful to their husbands. They were pure and chaste. The qualifications there are very, very clear. It doesn't necessarily refer to a woman who only had one husband because in this very passage women who were widowed when they were young were told to remarry. And it was not uncommon for men to die frequently in that time of history and a woman might have a number of situations where her husband died and she would be free to remarry. So it's not talking about just having one marriage partner, but being devoted to the one who was your partner, a one-man woman.

First Timothy 5:14 says, “It's best if younger widows marry.”

And 1 Corinthians 7:39 says, “A widow is at liberty to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord.” So it's not talking about someone who only had one husband, but rather one who demonstrated complete fidelity to her husband and her marriage relationship had no blemish, she is known as a virtuous and chaste wife. 

1 Timothy 5:10 (NKJV)
10well reported for good works <she is to have had a reputation for good works. And here it defines them>: if she has brought up children, if she has lodged strangers, if she has washed the saints’ feet, if she has relieved the afflicted, if she has diligently followed every good work. <This is to be a woman of great virtue who is put on the official list, who is made a teacher in the church>
And if you look at the five specifics here, you will notice that they are very much like what we read in Proverbs 31. She is to be hospitable. She is to have lodged strangers, housed missionaries and travelers, itinerant evangelists, preachers and other Christians who were moving from place to place. She is to have an open life, an open home and open heart. She is to be humble. She's a virtuous woman. She has raised children. She has demonstrated hospitality. And she is humble.

She is to have been unselfish, demonstrated by the fact she assisted those in distress. That means she has relieved the afflicted, as one translation says. She speaks of being one who is committed to spending her time on others and not herself and devoted to every good work.

Now the woman who lives these virtues becomes the teacher of good things. This is the kind of woman who can teach the young women. Now look further down in this text to verse 11.

1 Timothy 5:11-12 (NKJV)
11But refuse the younger widows <on the list This is not a list for young women. Don't put them on the list. Why?>; for when they have begun to grow wanton against Christ, they desire to marry, <For when they feel sensual desires in disregard of Christ, they want to get married> 12having condemnation because they have cast off their first faith. <set aside their previous pledge>
In other words, a widow loses her husband, here's a typical scenario, and she feels terrible. And, of course, it's a tremendous loss. And in the moment of the loss and in the sadness of it all and in feeling like they'll never be another man like the one she had as a husband, she says, “I'm going to devote the rest of my life to Christ, I'm never going to marry, no one can ever match my husband.” And she comes and says, “Please put me on the list, I'll be a part of those who serve the church the rest of my life, I don't want to be married.” And Paul says don't put them on the list. In other words, they will turn against their vow. They will have a strong desire and they're going to feel the impulses of normal sexual desire. So you must not put her on the list because of that.

Secondly, don't put her on the list because of verse 13:

1 Timothy 5:13-15 (NKJV)
13And besides they learn to be idle, wandering about from house to house, <Apparently that tells us what those widows did. They went around from house to house, mentoring, teaching, grandmothering, instructing. But when a younger widow did that, that turned into idleness, just wandering around> and not only idle but also gossips and busybodies, saying things which they ought not. <It may have been motivated initially by the desire to instruct and counsel. But the young woman going around without the maturity and the wisdom of the older women was just collecting a lot of really hot news, feel for gossip. A lot of personal information about people's lives and homes that didn't need to be spread, but without the wisdom to know that she becomes a problem. And originally a strong commitment to the Lord becomes at best a social occasion, if not a gossip opportunity. They go around from house to house and are not merely idle, he says in verse 13, but also gossips and busybodies, talking about things not proper to mention. So don't put them on the list. Here's what I want them to do> 14Therefore I desire that the younger widows marry, bear children, manage the house, <That's what it says. I just want them to fulfill their god-given responsibility, get married, bear children, keep house. Can you imagine standing up in the, any university and announcing that as the pattern for women? Get married, bear children, keep house. You'd be a dead duck. But it's true. And then God says for the woman to keep house, or literally rule the house, manage the home. That is always the woman's sphere if she is married. The husband provides the resources, brings them home and the wife manages them and dispenses them and applies them on behalf of her dear family> give no opportunity to the adversary to speak reproachfully. 15For some have already turned aside after Satan.
Now God says that women are considered young when under sixty, isn't that good? They're young when they're still raising children. The older women are given the responsibility to instruct those younger women and to teach them what is absolutely essential. Now let's go back to Titus and see what it is these women actually teach.

Titus 2:4-5 (NKJV)

4that they admonish the young women to <number one> love their husbands <literally to be to be husband lovers>, to love their children, 5to be discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be blasphemed.

Ephesians 5:25, “Husbands, love your wives,” and here it says basically teach the young wives to love their husbands. There is mutual love as mutual submission. Be husband lovers. This is a command and a command demands obedience and assumes the possibility of obedience. In other words, if God commands this, then He assumes that you can do this. We must always remember that it's a sin not to love your husband. It's a sin not to love your wife. This love is a mature, sacrificial, purifying, caring love. It's not the love of heated emotion. Obviously after you've been married a while you're not running around like a maniac like you were when you first met each other. It's the love of depth and commitment that sees past the vision of the person to the depth of their character. It's a sacrificial love, it's a purifying love, it's a commanded love. Titus 2:4 says that we're to teach young women to love their husbands. She loves God reverently and her husband as well

That's the responsibility of the older women, that's the heart and soul of what enables a woman to submit. It's so much easier if you love your husband.

Secondly, the older women are to encourage the young women to love their children, to be children lovers

Titus 2:4b (NKJV)

… to love their children <to be children lovers>
Be lovers of children, realize that your life is your husband, your life is your children.

Thirdly, in Titus, they are to be sensible and to think right. Women are “to be discreet.” It's a sad thing when we think about the world in which we live today and how women don't think right, they can't think straight, their priorities are all fouled up. They've lost the ability to make sound judgments. They've lost common sense. And I’m not talking about common sense from a business or operational standpoint but rather a living standpoint to have Godly common sense. You know, just having some woman who has gone through life come back and teach you common sense to get you through the issues of life, very helpful.

Number four, teach them to be pure, chaste, virtuous, sexually faithful to her husband in every way. Women are to be pure; they are to make sure they appear in such a manner that calls attention to their virtue and their godliness and not to themselves. They are to be modest and discreet, demonstrating their godly fear. And that has the idea of without blemish. They are to demonstrate self-control over passion, holiness. 

And then number five and now we get down to the nitty-gritty. They are to be workers at home. This is the woman’s sphere of life. It is her domain. It is her kingdom. It is her realm. The Greek word is derived from the word “house” and the word “work.” A wife is to be a house worker. It doesn't simply refer to scrubbing floors and cleaning bathrooms and doing that. It simply connotes the idea that the home is the sphere of her labors, whatever they might be. It is not that a woman is to keep busy all the time at home. It doesn't mean that she can never go out the door. It doesn't mean that she's always to be doing menial tasks. But what it does mean is that the home is the sphere of her divine assignment. 

God's standard is for the wife and mother to work inside the home and not outside. For a mother to get a job outside the home in order to send her children even to a Christian school is to misunderstand her husband's role as a provider, as well as her own duty to the family. But the standard is very clear in Scripture. The sphere of a woman's influence is to be found in the home.

Now I realize having said what I've said to you this morning, I'm giving you the standard of Scripture. There are a lot of cases that you could bring up. What about this, what about this, what about this? All I can tell you is what the Bible says; you have to use your own wisdom. There may be a situation where a widow has to be employed because the care of her children is not provided by anybody. And, frankly, most churches don't come to the aid of these kinds of women and I hope our Lord gives this church the means to do so in the future if the need arises.

There may be a situation where your children are in school and without any compromise to your children or your husband; you can do some part time work. Many women have become very fruitful working out of their own homes and doing that, much like the Proverbs 31 woman. 

Many times women work because they want to maintain a certain economic standard. The sacrifice of children and family for that economic standard is a bad decision.

You say, “What about that woman who is very capable and competent and energized, who has an industrious attitude, who's a very gifted person? She can take care of her household responsibilities because we live in a day when there's so many great appliances and you're not out there on a rock beating your dirty clothes out. We have all of that and she's got time on her hands, can't she develop some enterprise?” Of course, that's what the Proverbs 31 woman did, of course.

The focal point, she provides for her husband expressions of love and care. She provides the same for her children. She leads and guides and teaches her children so that they can become godly children. She is in the home secure and protected and kept from the influence of evil men and potentially wicked relationships. She lodges strangers. She humbly washes saints' feet. She shows hospitality. She devotes herself to every good work. And that's her domain.

Obviously this is wondrously accommodated by a godly husband, amen? It becomes very difficult when you don't have a faithful husband. It is at that point the extended family steps in to help. If there's no extended family to help, at that point the church steps in to help so that having lost a father the children don't also lose a mother. This is the church's responsibility.

In New Testament times, as in Old Testament times, a woman in a home had to grind flour, bake everything from scratch, launder, cook, nurse and care for children, make beds, spin, weave, keep house, care for guests. And in the same time and with the full energy and commitment devote herself to express her love to her husband, to her children and to God Himself. A tremendous assignment.

Now let's follow again in Titus:

Titus 2:5 (NKJV)

5to be discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, obedient to their own husbands, <Why?> that the word of God may not be blasphemed.

What is at stake here? What is at stake here is the honor of the Word of God. If we say we believe in the Word of God and we say we want to preach to you the gospel of the Word of God and that the Bible has the answers and that Christ is the answer and we stand on the revelation of Christ in the Word of God, but in our daily lives we disobey the Word of God, why should anyone believe that it's as important as we claim it is? The honor of Scripture is at stake. Even an unbeliever can read these verses. And an unbeliever is more likely to see them at face value. How can you argue with “teach the young women, love your husband, love your children, be workers at home, be subject to your own husband,” that's not confusing. That's what the Bible says. And where there is disobedience, there is a statement being made about the importance of Scripture. And that has devastating results.

You have to take these principles and apply them in your own situation prayerfully and carefully. But the principles and the commands are straightforward and clear. If it means changing your life style, change it to obey the Word of God. As a woman, your priority is to God and that means you obey Him. And then your priority is to your husband, and that means you love him and you submit to him. Your priority is then to your children, you teach them, you instruct them, you raise them in godliness and express your love to them. Then your sphere is your home that is your haven, a place of hospitality. Anything apart from those priorities brings dishonor on God's Word. It's that simple. And if we're going to have an impact in the world, that's the way we need to live. And may God help us to do that for His glory.

Pray
Father, we have covered so much this morning. Thank You for the faithfulness of these precious folks to take in all this material, to think it through. It is complex in its application and yet it's simple in its understanding. Lord, the priority is you, obedience to you, the priority is the husband, the children, the home. Help each of the women in this church, each of the women hearing this message to be able to comprehend and understand how that works in their lives, how it translates into their lives. Thank You, Lord, for those women who have been faithful to this. And, Lord, I pray for those women who have left their priorities and wandered off, may they know Your grace and mercy abounds to them and they can return to the priority You've established. Lead them to that path.

For those young women, Lord, who are just setting their sights on the future and wanting to live for you, may they fix themselves to be obedient to these principles and find that man who will be a strength to their convictions. For those who are single, Lord, fulfill them. For those who are without children, fulfill them in the way that You've designed for them. And, Lord, may we all in being obedient to you exalt Your Word that the watching world may see that we indeed believe it, it can change our marriages, it can change and transform our families into havens of joy. And if it can do that, it can transform our souls. And may our testimony have that result, the salvation of those who see.

We thank You, Lord, for Your clear instruction and the promise of the empowering of Your Spirit to fulfill it. And may You be honored in our lives as we endeavor in Christ's name. Amen. 
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