God’s Plan for Children - Part 1

Ephesians 6:1-3

This past week, the latest issue of Focus on the Family came out, and in it, it reads:

“We (Focus on the Family) have sensed for a long time that the traditional family is in serious trouble, and the recent Census revealed just how dire the situation has become. The alarming results show that households headed by unmarried partners (most of them involving people living together out of wedlock) grew by almost 72 percent during the past decade. Households headed by single mothers or fathers increased by 25 percent and 62 percent, respectively, and for the first time ever, nuclear families dropped below 25 percent of households. Thirty ​three percent of all babies were born to unmarried women, compared to only 3.8 percent in 1940. Other studies show that cohabitation increased by close to 1,000 percent from 1960 to 1998, and that households headed by same‑sex couples are soaring. We are also seeing a growing number of unmarried women in their 20s and 30s who are choosing to bear and raise children alone.

James Dobson: [The Census] means that the insti​tution of the family is unraveling at a faster pace than ever. They also indi​cate that the old taboos against divorce and cohabitation are disappearing, and that the culture is abandoning its commit​ment to lifelong marriage. About half of the children today will spend at least part of their childhood in single‑parent homes, and that number is rising steadily. That scenario has breathtaking implications. Imagine a world where most children will have several “moms” and “dads,” perhaps six or eight “grand​parents,” and dozens of half‑siblings. Little boys and girls will be shuffled to and fro in an ever‑changing pattern of living arrangements. it doesn't take a child psychologist to realize that this type of environment will be, and already is, devastating to children.”

Focus on the Family continued later in their article to state that the divorce rate in America remains at 50%, however among Christians, divorce is actually at a slightly higher rate. Another statistic that I came across this past week is that the divorce rate among married couples that pray daily alone together is just 1%. AMAZING!
This morning we continue in our study of Ephesians chapters 5 and 6 on God’s marvelous design for the family. And we come to God’s pattern for children. We’re now going to be moving from the parents now to the children. We’ve talked about wives and husbands and now we turn, as does our text, to the children.

Ephesians 6:1-3 (NKJV)

1Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2”Honor your father and mother,” which is the first commandment with promise: 3”that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth.”
It’s not an easy world for children, by any means. The home is not an easy place. The society is not an easy place. Yet the Scripture is very clear on what to say revealing the will of God with regard to the family.

Deuteronomy 5:29 (NKJV)

29Oh, that they had such a heart in them that they would fear Me and always keep all My commandments, that it might be well with them and with their children forever!

Deuteronomy 6:6-9 (NKJV)

6”And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart. 7You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. 8You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 9You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.

Our part is very simple, teach the Word of God to your children. Teach them the Scripture.

I can’t give them that kind of heart, you can’t give them that kind of heart, but God can and God longs to do that. God has to give them a heart for His commandments, a heart for His Word. God has to call them to Himself and we must teach them. That teaching of God’s Word is part of the process by which they are called to God. And once called, that teaching becomes the pattern in which they live. God is calling then for families to teach His Word, to present His Word to their children. Parents are really forced to do that, that is the only alternative if they desire to raise their children to love the Lord and to know the blessing that comes to those who obey.

Blessings are available to each of us if we simply obey the commands of the Lord, just as we discovered earlier the dramatic difference of a relationship between a husband and wife if they simply obey the command to pray on a consistent, daily basis. 


Joshua 24:15 (NKJV)

15And if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.”

In that text of Joshua 24:15 there was a parent making that decision. And he made a right decision in regard to his family when he said, “As for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.” And that’s the decision that every family has to make. That’s the crux of the issue facing the family.

And that is the decision that you have to make as parents, who will you serve? Will you serve the gods that are around you, or the gods of your fathers, the gods of the present age? Or will you serve the true and living God? And serving Him means that He takes the priority place in your life, in your family and you teach His truths and precepts to your children.

There’s really no hope for the family politically. As much as I would agree with the emphasis and the moral thrust of the Religious Right and the Moral Majority, as they are called, I understand that politics cannot bring back the order of the family. Politics cannot bring back righteousness in the home. This is a spiritual issue. It can’t be done through politics. It can’t be done through education. Fine educators are working very, very hard to try to achieve morality however, their hands are tied from the spiritual dynamic of a transforming revolution in the heart wrought by the Spirit of God through faith in Christ. So you have those who are aggressively politically attempting to do that, some doing it educationally and neither succeeding.

There’s only one way to bring the family back to where it needs to be and that is to make the decision that Joshua made, and that is to choose for your house that you will above all other things and first and foremost, serve the Lord. And that means obeying His Word in every aspect of your life. It’s as simple as saying we choose God’s way as over against the world’s way in the matter of our family. And it starts at that point. You have to make that commitment and then begin to follow it up. The Lord has given us in Scripture the plan for the family, and we’ll see it unfold. It’s right there, it’s very clear, but at some point you’ve got to decide that that’s the plan you’re going to follow. And when you commit yourself to follow it, there’s no guarantee of its success unless you follow it wholeheartedly and completely.

Now our text in Ephesians 5 and 6 sums up what Scripture says about God’s plan for the family, God’s plan for the fulfilled family. We have already studied what God designed for the wife who is called to humbly subject herself in love to her own husband and make him and her children and her home the center of her life. We have also studied the divine pattern for the husband who is called to loving headship in which he cares for, provides for, sacrifices for, protects, purifies and loses himself in giving everything for his wife. 

And now we come to the children’s responsibility and what must be instilled in them. And it says there in the verses we read that they are to obey their parents, verse 1. Verse 2, they are to honor their parents. Their responsibility is simply obedience and honor, obedience and respect.

Proverbs 22:6 (NKJV)

6Train up a child in the way he should go, And when he is old <mature> he will not depart from it.

That is a simple general statement that the way you train a child will show up in his adulthood. That’s all it’s saying. It’s not a promise, it’s not a guaranteed pledge, it simply goes without saying that the way you train a child is going to affect what they become. And that is the general truth of that Scripture. And when you train them in the things of God that will have an impact on what they become. If we follow God’s plan, we will see that plan bearing fruit. That just makes common sense.

Now admittedly, teaching children to obey and honor their parents is not easy and it’s not simple. Let me tell you why it’s difficult, for the very same reasons that it’s difficult for a wife to submit and it’s difficult for a husband to express loving leadership, the very same reasons apply to the difficulty of children obeying and honoring their parents, the same basic reasons.

Number one, the curse inside them, they are cursed when they arrive. They are little, selfish, self-centered, rebellious reprobates. Cute, cuddly, but reprobate. That is apparent when they arrive. They scream and they don’t share anybody else’s pain. They scream only for their own. They have no sympathy. They share no interest in anything going on in the family. They are not at all attentive to the conversation. They make no effort to assist in anything. They just are preoccupied with themselves. They think that no one exists but them. They’re great at disobedience. You don’t spend the early childhood saying to them, “Yes, why yes, well yes, yes, yes.” You continually say to them, “No, no, no, no.” Because all the bent is toward what is counterproductive and disobedient.

They’re good at disobedience, you don’t have to teach them how to disobey. Nobody ever had to teach a child how to disobey. Nobody ever had a child that they went to at some point and said, “Now I just want to show you what disobedience is so you’ll know it when somebody else does it. They have to be taught to obey, they have disobedience down very well. They’re utterly selfish, utterly self-consumed. They want their will whenever they want it. They don’t want to wait for anything. They’re utterly impatient. They have no regard for anything that you’re concerned about. The whole world revolves around them.

Secondly, you not only have the curse in them, you have the system outside of them. The world continually keeps the pressure on. That’s why Romans 12:2 says, “Don’t be conformed to this world.” Don’t let your children be conformed to the world. Materialism teaches them self-indulgence. That’s a terrible thing to learn. Two hundred hours of ads per year they see on television. Twenty-two thousand commercials endeavoring to make them discontent or to learn the general discontent of not liking what you have and having the desire for something that you see on television.

Society teaches them rebellion against authority. It teaches them that the most important thing in their life is self-esteem and self-fulfillment in getting their own will and their own way when they want it and how they want it. They watch an average of 30 hours of television per week while they’re growing up until graduation from high school. This means that they have seen 20,000 hours of the tube, more than any other activity except sleeping. They’re overexposed to everything on television. Children see more sin in a month then their grandparents or their great grandparents probably saw in their entire lifetime.

And all that the media is pumping out is an anti-God life style. We have the curse inside. We have the corruption outside. The third area of debilitating destruction aimed at children is that not only which comes from within them and from around them, but what comes upon them, what comes upon them. 

2 Timothy 3:1-2 (NKJV)

1But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: 2For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, <and on and on and on>
One of the characteristics of the last days is a defiance toward parents. And society tolerates it, society teaches them to rebel against authority. Society wants to pass out condoms and require that no parent have the right to know that so that they cannot push off on that child their own religious convictions. Rebellious, undisciplined, selfish, sexually stimulated, angry, bitter, frustrated, destructive children are society’s products that are disobedient to its parents and that is without natural affection. They don’t have the normal love of family.

We have obviously an abused and an unloved generation of children. Many see children as a burden so that one third of all childbearing age couples are permanently sterilized. Fathers have forsaken their love for children. Six million children in our country, and according to James Dobson, about 31% or all families in America, have no father in the home.

Mothers have gone also in self-indulgent abandonment and the pursuit of their career or whatever it is they want, and there are millions of lonesome latch-key children who sit behind their locked doors with the shades pulled, overexposed to television. The philosophy of the last days is anti-family and we all know that. The Feminist agenda is anti-family. The homosexual lobby is anti-family. The abortion thrust is anti-family.

The only hope then to provide for the generation to come is to submit ourselves to what the Word of God teaches about the family and about raising children. And frankly, folks, it’s not that difficult to figure it out. It doesn’t take years and years and years, it doesn’t take a whole lot of techniques to figure it out. It always amazes me, amazing economy of words with which the Lord says everything. And what He says is this, “Teach your children to obey you and to respect you.” That’s the sum of it all.

Ephesians 6:1-2 (NKJV)

1Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2”Honor your father and mother,” which is the first commandment with promise:
By the way, these are the only verses in the Bible that command children. Children should be taught these. They should specifically be taught these things. They should be taught to obey. 

The word “children”, by the way, is a general word for offspring, it doesn’t necessarily identify an infant, there’s another word for an infant. It’s just talking about children in general, no age is in view, from the birth all the way to being young people, as long as they are under parental control and parental care, as soon as they are old enough to know what is right they are to be taught to obey their parents. That strong self-centered depravity has to be harnessed, and obedience is the key to that. They must be taught to obey. The word “obey” has to do with hearing and under, to get under and listen. Obedience is the issue, teach your children to obey.

And really that’s the issue. And I’ll tell you something. As you raise your children and you’re consistently doing that, there will be times when they fight against it more aggressively than other times. And those are the battle times, when you have to consistently force the issue of their obedience and make the consequence severe enough so that they get the message. It’s not going to be ten years of battle, it will be ten years of teaching with here and there, a few weeks of real warfare as they endeavor to fight to maintain the freedoms of their own evil nature.

This is so serious to God, listen to what it says in:

Exodus 21:15 & 17 (NKJV)

15”And he who strikes his father or his mother shall surely be put to death.

17”And he who curses his father or his mother shall surely be put to death.

That’s some serious respect. In the Old Testament, if you hit your mother, you hit your father, you curse your mother, you curse your father, you’re dead. The Bible said to the Old Testament Jewish nation to kill those children who don’t show their parents respect.

Mention the 5-year-old child in newspaper who kicked his pregnant mother in the stomach.

The Bible commands children in Ephesians 6:1 and 2 to obey and respect your parents. In the Old Testament economy, disobedience and disrespect was punishable by death. That is how serious an issue this is. You can’t pass on righteousness to a generation. You can’t even have a society that controls itself. You can’t have anything that is ordered unless you have people who have learned submission, obedience, and the big word, self-control. When you teach your children to obey, you teach them self-control. You do it by making the consequences severe enough that they won’t do it.

It’s the only hope for society. It’s the only hope for the preservation of righteousness. It’s the only hope for the truth of God to be passed on, is an obedient generation of children. So serious was God at the start of this that He said kill the ones that won’t do it.

One can imagine if there was capital punishment for all rebellious children what kind of an impact it would have. Obviously God in His mercy and His grace at this time in redemptive history does not repeat this command here in Ephesians. But at the very outset of the foundation of establishing a people and giving them His law and wanting that law preserved and passed from generation to generation, it was serious enough at the beginning and the implications were profound enough that He said if you’re going to pass this on, you have to have obedient children, committed to self-control and righteousness and just kill the ones that aren’t.

Now turn to the book of Proverbs with me because the book of Proverbs is the heart of the teaching of parents to their children. When you get into Proverbs, you’re getting into the book that basically parents taught to their children, something you ought to teach yours.

Proverbs 1:8-9 (NKJV)

8My son, hear the instruction of your father, And do not forsake the law of your mother; 9For they will be a graceful ornament on your head, And chains about your neck.

You know what that means? They make you a beautiful person, they make you a gracious person. They will bless you. Listen to what your father and mother teach you.

Proverbs 2:1-2 (NKJV)
1My son, if you receive my words, And treasure my commands within you, 2So that you incline your ear to wisdom, And apply your heart to understanding;

A father is saying, “Listen to what I’m telling you as I pass on divine truth.

Proverbs 3:1-3 (NKJV)

1My son, do not forget my law, But let your heart keep my commands; 2For length of days and long life And peace they will add to you. 3Let not mercy and truth forsake you; Bind them around your neck, Write them on the tablet of your heart,

In other words, listen to what I tell you and wrap it around your body and live it out in every area of your life.

Proverbs 4:1-4 (NKJV)

1Hear, my children, the instruction of a father, And give attention to know understanding; 2For I give you good doctrine: Do not forsake my law. 3When I was my father’s son, Tender and the only one in the sight of my mother, 4He also taught me, and said to me: “Let your heart retain my words; Keep my commands, and live.

Now that’s a faithful father.

Proverbs 4:10 (NKJV)

10Hear, my son, and receive my sayings, And the years of your life will be many.

Proverbs 5:1 (NKJV)

1My son, pay attention to my wisdom; Lend your ear to my understanding,

Proverbs 7:1-4 (NKJV)

1My son, keep my words, And treasure my commands within you. 2Keep my commands and live, And my law as the apple of your eye. 3Bind them on your fingers; Write them on the tablet of your heart. 4Say to wisdom, “You are my sister,” And call understanding your nearest kin,

Proverbs 8:32 (NKJV)

32”Now therefore, listen to me, my children, For blessed are those who keep my ways.

And then just a couple more,

Proverbs 13:1 (NKJV)

1A wise son heeds his father’s instruction, But a scoffer does not listen to rebuke.

Proverbs 15:5 (NKJV)

5A fool despises his father’s instruction, But he who receives correction is prudent.

Now there are some samples of how we are to instruct our children and how our children are to respond. Now how do you do this process? How do you bring a child to obedience and respect? Let’s go back to Proverbs chapter 3.

Proverbs 3:11-12 (NKJV)

11My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD, Nor detest His correction; 12For whom the LORD loves He corrects, Just as a father the son in whom he delights.

So, first of all, we learn here that the process of teaching obedience and respect is a process of discipline. Discipline can simply be defined in these terms, discipline is that function by which parents reward obedience and punish disobedience; that is discipline. Non-conformity to the divine standard results in negative consequences. Conformity to the divine standard results in positive consequences. That is exactly how God disciplines us.

You say, “Do you believe in positive reward?” Absolutely, absolutely. I also believe in negative reward. You say, “Should you try to motivate your children though with a positive reward?” Absolutely, doesn’t God motivate us with that, doesn’t He promise good to us, doesn’t He promise blessing? Didn’t He say that the child who obeys will live long on the earth? In fact, the whole motivation, the only motivation given in Ephesians 6 is a positive motivation. There isn’t a threat there. It’s good to say to your child, “If you do this, I will reward you in this way,” knowing that the child desires that reward. Discipline involves both. Discipline is very simple. It is giving the appropriate reward for the conduct. And when I say conduct I don’t mean simply what they do, I mean also what they say and I also mean their attitude.

I can tell you, and so can my children, they were disciplined far more for their attitudes than what they did. And if you start with the attitude, it doesn’t work its way to the act as readily. We tried to catch the discipline at the initial point of attitude.

Now look at chapter 6 of Proverbs and let’s talk some more about this disciplining process.

Proverbs 6:20-23 (NKJV)

20My son, keep your father’s command, And do not forsake the law of your mother. 21Bind them continually upon your heart; Tie them around your neck. 22When you roam, they will lead you; When you sleep, they will keep you; And when you awake, they will speak with you. 23For the commandment is a lamp, And the law a light; Reproofs of instruction are the way of life,

What you do is pour the Word of God into them so that it informs their conscience and it talks to them. Now according to Romans 2:15, a child born into the world has the law of God written where in the heart. Children understand the difference between right from wrong. They just love wrong and they must be trained to do right.

Now you’ve got to back to the very beginning, right here in Proverbs 6, and you’ve got to teach them the commandments of the Word of God, you’ve got to bind them continually on their little hearts, tie them around their neck, that just means attach them so they can’t get away from them, and so that when they walk around they’re functioning in their little minds, when they’re sleeping, those truths even in their sleep are guarding them because they’re so deeply imbedded and as soon as they wake, it’s their first conscience thought. That little child ought to walk into the kitchen and the first conscious thought of the morning is whatever mother says, immediately they respond. Whatever dad says, immediately they respond because it’s in the fabric of their life.

Now we get a little further into this process.

Proverbs 10:13 (NKJV)

13Wisdom is found on the lips of him who has understanding, But a rod is for the back of him who is devoid of understanding.

Now very simply, folks, how do you get this little guy or this little girl to obey? Bottom line, you hit them with something, it’s here called a rod. You say, “You sure that’s what it means?” Well, what’s the point in just saying, look, here’s a rod, would you please obey? If the rod has never been applied, I don’t think they understand the picture. You basically are called to use corporeal punishment. That’s what it says. A rod is for the back of him who lacks, and isn’t it interesting the Lord even tells you where to hit them? Not on the front and not on the top, on the back, where they’ve been designed to be hit. You know I really think there’s more back there than is necessary, and I know some of you would affirm that. And part of it acts as padding for the discipline process. God knows.

Proverbs 13:24 (NKJV)

24He who spares his rod hates his son, But he who loves him disciplines him promptly.

I don’t know it could be said any stronger. If you love your child, hit him on the backside with a rod. And if you don’t, you hate your son. Why? Because you’re content to let that child grow into sinful life patterns. Is that what you want for your child? “He who loves him, disciplines him diligently.” Stay after him, stay after him.

“Oh,” you say, “but you can’t just be hitting your children. You sure God wants us to do that, to hit them?” I’m positive, that’s what it says. Let’s go a little further

Proverbs 19:18 (NKJV)

18Chasten your son while there is hope, <What does that say? You can wait too long, you can be too inconsistent> And do not set your heart on his destruction.

Literally, do not desire to cause him to die. If you don’t discipline your child, you’re really potentially spelling his death warrant because anti-social, undisciplined behavior can lead rapidly to death. We see that in our society, don’t we? You can have death through drunkenness, death through drugs, death through criminal behavior, death through venereal disease, all over the place. Children dying, young people dying, teenagers dying. Somebody didn’t know the truth of God, somebody didn’t discipline them enough while there was still hope and they wished death on them because that’s what comes through irresponsible, sinful, wicked people who never learn self-control.

Proverbs 22:15 (NKJV)

15Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child; The rod of correction will drive it far from him.

To me I just think this is so great. Can I suggest to you, it really isn’t that hard? What it says here is pretty straightforward. You have a depraved and foolish child, if you want him not to be so foolish, spank him. That’s it. That’s what the Bible says, “Foolishness is bound up in the heart of the child,” it’s part of his depraved nature and the way to get rid of it, isn’t that wonderful that God has made it so simple, just inflict pain on them and they’ll finally say, “I don’t think I’ll do that because when I do that, it hurts.”

You say, “But oh, you might, you might hurt your child. You might somehow wound your child, or you might leave some emotional scars on your child.” Look, the Bible says you’ve got a foolish child, it’s deep in his heart, isn’t it wonderful that you don’t have to do some psychological training with the kid for fourteen years to get it out, all you have to do is spank him? I mean, you don’t have to be a psychologist; you don’t even need to go to college to do that. 

Proverbs 23:13-14 (NKJV)

13Do not withhold correction from a child, <don’t hold it back. I mean, it’s so direct> For if you beat him with a rod, he will not die. <It’s not going to kill him. He’ll survive> 14You shall beat him with a rod, And deliver his soul from hell.

“Oh, I don’t want to hurt him, I’m afraid if I hurt him he won’t like me.” “I wouldn’t dare do that, he won’t like me.” Now he’ll love you because you’ll show him the path of righteousness. No, go ahead and spank him, he will not surely die. I love that, it even indicates that the writer of Proverbs had a sense of humor. You’re not going to kill him. Tell you what you will do, you’ll beat him with a rod and deliver his soul from hell.

How important is spanking your children? I think it’s the major thing. I think that’s what this is all about. What are we saying here? We’re saying children have to be made to obey because their depravity resists it. 

Proverbs 29:15 (NKJV)

15The rod and rebuke give wisdom, But a child left to himself brings shame to his mother.

Verse 15 does permit you to give a little speech while you’re spanking them. It does say, “The rod and reproof gives wisdom.” Well frankly, my own kids would rather have the spanking than the speech. That’s kind of tough when your dad’s the preacher-wanna-be and you have to listen to a long sermon, just hit me and let me out of here. But you are free to give that speech, the rod and reproof, you want to make sense out of it, explain to them what’s going on, gives them wisdom. But listen, “A child who gets his own way brings shame to his mother.” You cannot let your child get his own way or fall into disrespect of the parents or others.

Proverbs 29:17 (NKJV)

17Correct your son, and he will give you rest; Yes, he will give delight to your soul.

How clear is it? Discipline, correction, the rod. The key is the children must be made to obey by suffering painful consequences when they don’t. They must be made to honor and respect their parents so that they’re punished not only for disobedience but for disrespect, dishonor. Consequences for disobedience.

Pray
Lord, You have given us such a clear word on this. O Lord, help us to be able to plant the trees that will give the shade for the precious children of the future. I thank You for these wonderful families in our church who have done this, who are raising a godly generation. Help us to be faithful parents in the discipline process and realize as well that it is our obedience that becomes the model for their obedience. It is our respect for one another as mom and dad show them what respect for us should be. It’s when I respect my wife and she respects me that they understand what respect is. And it’s when we both together obey You that they understand what obedience means. 

And, Lord, make us to be faithful in this area that You might be honored in our lives and in our families and another generation of godly children can become key witnesses should Jesus tarry to the generations ahead. Give us families, Lord, like You’ve designed. We commit ourselves to this as parents and grandparents, and as a church.

Collectively may we serve You in this way, for Your glory in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

INVITATION before the Lord

Joshua 24:15 (NKJV)

15And if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.”

1. For couples wishing to commit raising their children to these standards

2. Couples promising to pray daily together
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