God’s Plan For Your Family Unity

Proverbs 19:11

Now this morning I am going to continue in our discussion about the fulfilled family and talk about the most important virtue in any relationship, the most important ingredient in holding a marriage together or keeping a family united, something that is absolutely crucial to the success of a marriage and a family.

What is it most importantly that causes relationships to be sustained over the long haul? In a word, it is forgiveness, it is forgiveness. Why do I say that? Well first of all, no matter who you're married to, they're going to fail you, they're going to offend you, they're going to misunderstand you, they're going to misinterpret what you mean by what you do. You are going to offend them, you are going to sin against them, you are going to disappoint them. This is true in any kind of relationship because we are sinful creatures, we are fallen creatures. And what essentially keeps that from destroying relationships is forgiveness, forgiveness.

Proverbs 19:11 (NIV)
11A man’s wisdom gives him patience; it is to his glory to overlook an offense.

Pray
In Proverbs 19:11 it says that it is a man's glory to overlook a transgression. Never is a man loftier or nobler than when he forgives. And, frankly, we live in a society that would not accept this, would not acknowledge it. And consequently relationships are flying apart all over the place. We live in a sad, pathetic society on the road to really total self-destruction. And one of the main contributors of that self-destruction is a disregard of forgiveness.

People believe that retaliation somehow is a virtue, that getting back is somehow right and healthy. Such attitudes are approved in our culture, approved on every front. They're approved by counselors and psychologists who tell us we need to vent, we need to tell people what they need to hear. We need to make sure we don't keep our anger in but we explode when necessary, we don't carry it around. Such attitudes are exalted in the heroes of our culture who have an “in your face” kind of mentality.

People make heroes out of the vindictive and heroes out of the vengeful, the Dirty Harrys, the Rambos, the Terminators, or whatever else you want to call them, those types who find joy in killing for the sake of vengeance. 

Coming along behind that are about 300 thousand lawsuits a year in America. Anyway and every way that people can seek vengeance they will seek it. We have 70 percent of the world's lawyers in America, just to keep up with the number of lawsuits.

And there's really no place for forgiveness. In fact, it's often suggested that forgiveness is unhealthy; it's sort of wimpy, sort of cowardly. We've all been oppressed, abused, victimized and we aren't about to forgive anybody.

But the price of vengeance is extremely high. The price of unforgiveness is really severe. And when you study the Bible there is a lot in it about forgiveness.

Forgiveness is a marvelous, virtuous, liberating, loving attitude and act. It makes sense to forgive. It is healthy. It is wholesome. It is liberating. It is sensible. It relieves tension. It brings peace. It solicits love. Proverbs 19:11 - It is to a man’s glory to overlook an offense.
And I'll tell you something. No relationship can survive with the absence of forgiveness. If you don't forgive continually, you will accumulate bitterness that will destroy any and every relationship.

Now there are some compelling biblical theological reasons why we are to forgive and I want to talk to you about them this morning. Let me show you a few of the compelling motives for forgiveness.

Number One: Forgiveness is the most godlike act a person can do. Forgiveness is the most godlike act a person can do. No act is more like God than forgiveness. Never are you more like Him than when you forgive someone who has offended you.

Listen to this character of God.

Psalm 32:1-2 (NIV)
1Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 2Blessed is the man whose sin the LORD does not count against him and in whose spirit is no deceit.

All throughout Scripture we read of God's forgiveness.

Hebrews 8:12 (NIV) (Quoting from Jeremiah 31:44)
12For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.”

Micah 7:19 (NIV)

19You will again have compassion on us; you will tread our sins underfoot and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea.


Psalm 103:12 (NIV)

12as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.

Jesus so godlike, being executed on the cross says, “Father, forgive them, they know not what they do.” Stephen so godlike, being crushed beneath the bloody stones that pummeled his body said, “Father, lay not this sin to their charge.” That's godlike, to have such a forgiving spirit toward your executioners. God has been overtly, blatantly, unjustly offended, blasphemed and dishonored and yet longingly, eagerly forgives just for the sheer joy and glory of reconciliation.

God forgives. When you forgive, you're like character of God.

Beloved, in your marriage you are headed for major disaster if you continually accumulate hostility because of offenses, if you continue to allow bitterness to develop. But whenever there's an offense and immediate forgiveness, it's disappearing, it's gone. That's the key to any relationship. Children, the same toward your parents. Parents, the same toward your children. Brother and sister, brother and brother, sister and sister, it's the same situation, forgiveness, forgiveness, because that is like God. Practice the godlike virtue.

Number Two: It is not murder only which is forbidden by the sixth commandment. The sixth commandment, “Thou shalt not kill,” involves much more than just the idea of murder. You say, “Well how do you know that?” Because Jesus made that very clear.

Matthew 5:21-22 (NIV)
21“You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not murder <That was the command. That was the sixth commandment>, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment. <In other words, if you commit murder, you've committed a crime and you're liable to the court's verdict against you>’ 22But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. <The point is not only that God says don't kill, but implied in that is the motive or the attitude that results in that, namely hatred> Again, anyone who says to his brother, ‘Raca,’ is answerable to the Sanhedrin <or the court>. But anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of hell.

Anger, wrath, malice, lack of forgiveness, desire for revenge, vengeance, it's all included in the sixth commandment. And I say it again, it's not murder only which is forbidden by the sixth commandment, all anger, all wrath, all malice, all evil intent, all bitterness, all of that.

1 John 3:15 (NIV)
15Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life in him.

That kind of attitude is involved in the sixth commandment. And if you look at the person that you resent or have this built-up hostility and animosity toward and you feel those things in your heart, you're as good as a murderer. Jesus said, “Love your enemy as you love yourself.” You need to see the one you won't forgive as the creation of God and made in His image. And love and forgive that person just for that of God which is in him. If he is a Christian, he bears the moral image of God, if he is a non-Christian, he bears the natural image of God somehow conveyed to him. See the image of God in that person. Look for that which is noble, no matter how sometimes hard to see that might be.

Number Three: You must remember, that whoever has offended you has offended God greater. Sometimes I hear somebody say, “I'm getting out of this marriage, I have had it, I am up to my ears in this, I'm not going to take this another day. I'm not living with this.” And they think that that's the ultimate offense against them when the reality of it is that if there has been sin in the life of that person who has offended you, it has offended God far greater than it has offended you. And listen, if God who is the most holy has forgiven him the greater offense, can't you the least holy forgive him the lesser? Whatever it is that that sinful spouse has done against you, he or she has done against God. And God forgives fully, totally, freely, completely. And if God who is the most holy and most offended can forgive, can you the least holy and the least offended not forgive?

You remember when David sinned by engaging himself in an relationship with Bathsheba, making sure that because he lusted after her, her husband wouldn't come back into the picture, he got him in a compromising situation in the battle where he basically lost his life so there was murder as well as adultery. And you remember when David was reciting before God his repentance?

Psalm 51:4 (NIV)
4Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight …

David had the right perspective. Yes, he had offended Bathsheba, he had offended Uriah. He had offended the family. He had offended the nation over which he was king. He had offended his own family. He had offended his own friends. But more than anything else, he had offended God by his terrible, terrible iniquity. He says in

Psalm 41:4 (NIV)
4I said, “O LORD, have mercy on me; heal me, for I have sinned against you.”

Now, God is the one most severely sinned against in any situation. Any sin is most severely against Him. And we, frankly, are somewhat incidental. So what if it offended me? That's really incidental to the main issue. And God who is so severely offended forgives so readily, how can we so minimally offended not forgive?

So we forgive. We forgive because we are never more like God than when we forgive. We forgive because God forbids anger, hate, and attitudes of vengeance. We forgive because who is most offended has forgiven and we who are least offended can surely do the same.

Number four: It is only reasonable that those forgiven the greater sins forgive the lesser ones. And I want to remind you of something that you and I both need to be reminded of periodically and that is this, that when we stand before God before our salvation, we are worthy of eternal hell, right? Because we are the enemies of God. We have ignored God. We have denied God. We fail to be thankful to God. We have pursued sin. And we deserve eternal hell. But God in His mercy forgives us our sin. He forgives us sin that is at a level that it would send us to hell to suffer forever and still not be satisfied. Somebody might think, “Well, 50 thousand years in hell should be enough to sort of pay for my sin.” Somebody else might say, “Well 50 million years in hell might be enough to pay for my sin.” But the answer is, eternity won't be enough to pay for your sin, you'll be there, forever suffering, that's how serious the crime is.

We have crimes in our country and we have varying sentences for those crimes. If someone commits a misdemeanor, they might go into jail overnight. If someone commits a petty crime, they might go into jail for 30 days, or 60 days. If they commit an armed robbery, they might be there for five years. If they commit a second-degree murder, it might be twenty. If it's premeditated first-degree murder, it might be life. And we think about that as a serious crime. But what kind of crime is it that can only be paid for by eternal punishment? It's a staggering thing. And so, that any of us no matter how we may assess ourselves, any of us if we are not in Christ, forgiven by God, have so greatly offended God as to pay for that offense with eternal punishment, that's how serious our sin is.

So when you came to Christ and you were forgiven, it wasn't some small thing. It wasn't like the judge said, “Well, you deserve 60 days in jail but I'm going to commute your sentence.” Or, “I'm going to put you on probation.” It wasn't like the judge saying, “Well you deserve, you deserve 20 years but because it's your first offense I'm going to put you under probation and I'm going to put you in a sort of half-way environment,” it wasn't that at all. It wasn't as if you deserved a life imprisonment and because some extenuating circumstance of some illness or something you were remanded to your family for care until you die, it wasn't that. It was that you had this massive debt of iniquity that couldn't be paid for in eternity of suffering. And God in a moment forgave it all. That's the generosity of forgiveness.

So you have to go back to remembering what you have been forgiven in Christ. And now back to the fourth point. It is reasonable then that those forgiven the greater sins should certainly be able to forgive the lesser, right? Somebody offended you, oh really. Somebody offended you, your husband offended you, or your wife offended you, or your parents offended you young people, or somebody else offended you. Oh I see, so you're going to be bitter and you're going to carry a vengeful, hateful, resentful attitude around and you're going to make those people pay for what they did to you, and you're a Christian? You're going to be making sure that your spouse feels the pain of your anger of what he or she did to you? You, who stood before God with a weight of sin that even an eternity of pain couldn't eliminate, and you were forgiven all of it in a split second, you're going to hold this trivial offense against somebody else? That's the whole point of the parable at the end of Matthew 18. 

We have been forgiven by God an unpayable, inconceivable debt. Shall we not forgive the small debts that others owe us? In your marriage you need to be in a hurry to forgive as fast as you can forgive, even when the offense is going on, all your thoughts should be geared toward forgiveness. What a lack of gratitude this servant in Matthew 18 demonstrates who was forgiven this unpayable debt and then ran right out and got somebody and wouldn't forgive him. Are you a higher court than God? Are you more worthy than God? Do you have a right to hold your hostility and your anger that God doesn't have? Do you have a more demanding law? Are you worthy of greater treatment than God? It's unthinkable.

Number Five: The one who does not forgive will not enjoy the love of other Christians, the one who does not forgive will not enjoy the love of other Christians. Let me tell you what happens in a marriage, and it happens all the time. The wife says, “I've had it with this guy, that's all, I'm done, I'm not taking it anymore, I'm fed up and I'm not going to forgive him. I've forgiven him enough, I'm not going to forgive him anymore. I'm done with this guy. I have nothing but resentment, hostility, hatred, bitterness and I'm maintaining it and I'm feeding it.”

You know what happens? Immediately there's a severing of the marriage and instantaneously the loss of Christian fellowship. You're on the outs with the church immediately, right? And in a matter of a few months, guess what? You honestly can’t even go to take a communion service, is that not right? Because you've left your marriage without any grounds for that. You forfeit the fellowship. But this is exactly what happens with unforgiveness in any relationship. The church becomes really your judge. 

That's exactly what happens in the parable of Matthew 18. Look at verse 31, the man tries to get his money out of this guy who owes him a few months wages, really. Throws him in prison. And verse 31 says, “And when his fellow slaves saw what happened, they were deeply grieved and came and reported to their lord all that had happened.” You know what? They couldn't believe the guy would do this, they couldn't believe such unforgiveness. It was staggering to them. And where did they go? They went right to the king, they went right to the lord. You know what happens? When you will not forgive you forfeit the fellowship. And the fellowship, as it were, goes to heaven to turn you in. You cut yourself off from the fellowship. You're distanced from the body. You are leaven, you are sinful, you're a bad influence. The church doesn't want you around if you're going to behave like that. And alienation from others in the life of the church leads to more sin. 

Number Six: Failure to forgive results in divine chastening. What happened to this guy? Verse 32, the king or the lord calls him in, “You wicked slave, I forgave you all that debt because you asked me. Should you not also have had mercy on your fellow slave even as I had mercy on you?” It's incredible that he didn't. “And his lord now moved with anger, turns him over to the tormentors until he should repay all that was owed him. So shall My heavenly Father also do to you if each of you does not forgive his brother from the heart.” 

What's it saying? If you will not forgive another, then the Lord is going to turn you over to the tormentors. What's that? Chastening, serious chastening, torturers, tormentors, might be stress, hardship, illness, difficulty. James 2:13 says the same thing.

James 2:13 (NIV)
13because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment!

Matthew 5:7 (NIV)
7Blessed are the merciful, for they will obtain mercy.

If you don't have the mercy of forgiveness, God's going to turn you over to the tormentors.

So what happens? You destroyed your marriage. You've destroyed your relationship with the church. You spiraled down into iniquity. And now comes divine chastening. 

Number Seven: The one who does not forgive will not be forgiven. The one who does not forgive will not be forgiven. Go back to Matthew chapter 6 and this ties in with the point we just made from that parable, that if you don't forgive another the Lord is going to chasten you, this is another way to look at that but emphasizes a little different aspect. The one who doesn't forgive will not be forgiven. Look at Matthew 6, the disciples have asked Jesus to teach them how to pray.

Matthew 6:12 (NIV)
12Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.

Now there you have a statement that is pretty clear. You forgive us, God, as we have forgiven others. 

Matthew 6:14-15 (NIV)
14For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.

Boy, this is some powerful stuff. If you forgive, you'll be forgiven. God's going to deal with you the way He deals with others. You say, “Now is this talking about the fact you might lose your salvation and go to hell?” No, no eternal forgiveness we have in our justification. That settles the issue of our future. Temporal forgiveness we need in our sanctification and that settles the issue of our blessing in the present. The issue here is simply this. That God will not forgive your sin in the sense that you're free from chastening and the recipient of blessing.

You know what happens to you as a believer when you sin. When you get involved in prolong sin, it's not that you're all of a sudden going to lose your salvation and go to hell, but I'll tell you what happens, you begin to be chastened and you forfeit blessing. The eternal forgiveness is taken care of, but the here and now temporal forgiveness that withholds chastening and pours out blessing is not going to be yours.

I've watched this through the years. I've watched lots of people. I've seen people with emptiness in their lives, with terrible dryness, people with a lack of joy, a lack of power, a lack of meaningful marriage relationship and I really believe that very often it is due to the fact that there is no forgiveness in their hearts toward a person in their family. And when they will not forgive, God continues to chasten and life is miserable and blessing isn't there. 

If there's anything I want out of life, it's God's blessing. I mean, I suppose I would go so far as to say I would live with anybody if I could have God's blessing. That's what I would seek most of all. And to humble myself and accept some difficulty in human life to have the joy of heaven is a simple choice for me.

Number Eight: I'll give you a few more, the absence of forgiveness renders us unfit to worship. In fact, worship then becomes a form of hypocrisy.

Matthew 5:23-24 (NIV)
23“Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar <You're coming to worship God, of course, in a Jewish context in this gospel> and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift.

This is very, very basic. Don't draw near to God with the intention of worship if there's an unsettled grudge with another Christian. Reconciliation must precede worship, even if we hold no anger. If he holds anger against us, we must freely forgive in the heart and do all we can to make it right.

Psalm 66:18 (NIV)
18If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened;

So you come to worship, heaven makes no response if your heart isn't right. The absence of forgiveness renders you unfit for worship. Boy, this is serious, really serious. 

Number Nine: Not to forgive is to usurp the authority of God. And I suppose this is the ultimate ego trip. If you won't forgive, then you're setting yourself up as the one who holds the sword of divine judgment. You're saying, Well, God, You may be willing to forgive, but I'm not. You rip the sword out of God's hand and you decide you're going to wield it yourself. You take private vengeance. What nerve in the light of:

Romans 12:19 (NIV)

19Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord.
You leave that to God. You don't have to get your pound of flesh out of everybody. You don't have to give back what you feel they deserve, that's not your job.

Romans 12:20-21 (NIV)
20On the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry <what>, feed him; if he is thirsty <what>, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
God will take care of the vengeance.

Number Ten and the Last Point: Offenses against you are your trials, offenses against you are your trials. Listen carefully, and by those trials what is God doing? Perfecting you.

1 Peter 5:10 (NASB)

10After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you.

Second Corinthians 12, just an absolutely magnificent portion of Scripture. The Apostle Paul talks about his thorn in the flesh, his distress, insult, persecution, difficulties and he says,

2 Corinthians 12:7-10 (NIV)

7To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 8Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. 10That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

Let me tell you something. You may think you have a difficult marriage. You may think you have a difficult situation, young people with your parents. You may think you have conflict in the home. Let me tell you this, your offenses, the offenses against you are the very trials which God will use to make you like His Son. Don't run from them. Criticisms, injustices, offenses, persecutions, mistreatments are for the purpose of your spiritual maturity. Don't run from that process. Stay in it, stay in it. Even if your whole life long you realize that maybe, maybe I could have found somebody else who would have made my life happier, if you respond to the stress and the difficulty appropriately, those trials will make you like Christ and that's the noblest goal of all.

God if far more concerned about your personal holiness than with personal happiness. Remember that in your trials God is at work making you strong and holy.

When all is said and done, what keeps relationships together is forgiveness because we're going to fail and we're going to offend and we're going to wound and we're going to hurt. But where there is instant and comprehensive and constant forgiveness, relationships stays together. And God is honored and His blessing is poured out in your lives.

Pray
Father, we thank you this morning for this rather hurried study and yet such an important one through the matter of forgiveness. It will be our hearts' cry and our prayer that we might have the grace to forgive like this. Grant that to those around us that they may forgive us as we eagerly forgive them. O God, fill us with the joy of forgiveness. Fill us with an eagerness to overlook every transgression. May we be those noble who eagerly overlook every offense. Never are we more like You, never will we better fulfill Your commands than when we forgive. And grant to us in the sweet, sweet communion of forgiving hearts blessed marriages and blessed families. To the glory of Christ in whose name we pray. Amen.
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