Jesus Heals Our Body, Soul, and Mind

Isaiah chapter fifty-three has been called the gospel of the Old Testament. It is the gospel according to Isaiah and I want us to share together the first six verses of Isaiah chapter fifty-three as we think tonight of the healing of the body, soul and mind.

Isaiah 53:1
1Who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 2For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, And as a root out of dry ground. He has no form or comeliness; And when we see Him, There is no beauty that we should desire Him. 3He is despised and rejected by men, A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. 4Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by God, and afflicted. 5But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed. 6All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.

Now, may God bless this reading of his word as we think about the healing stripes of the Lord Jesus Christ. Before man sinned there was no sickness. All sickness is directly or indirectly the result of sin, all pain, all death, all sickness, all sorrow is directly or indirectly the result of sin.

Now after man sinned, God redeemed Adam and Eve and God by promise and prophecy of the blood brought Adam and Eve back to himself. You will remember that God made coats of skin and clothed Adam and Eve, picturing the righteousness that we receive through the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. But God said to Adam and Eve, cursed is the ground for thy sake. And God placed a curse upon nature and upon man and though man had the salvation of God and though there came cleansing to Adam and Eve, still the curse was there and the curse is with people today. Because of that curse, we know sickness, even those who are saved like Adam and Eve, still know the curse and we bear the curse.

Romans 8:22-23

22For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now. 23Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body.

Paul speaks here, about those of us who are redeemed and have the holy spirit of God within us groaning in agony and prayer. He says we also are groan and all creation travails together because of the curse that is put upon this creation in which we live. And if you're born of woman, the Bible says you're going to full of trouble and I don't know anybody who got here any other way than being born of woman and we just have trouble, we have sorrow, and we have sickness.

Now, let me ask some questions about sickness. Are people sick because of personal sin? Some people are. Some people are definitely sick because of their sin.

1 John 5:16b
There is sin leading to death. I do not say that he should pray about that.
Did you know that you as a Christian can get so willful, so obstinate, so rebellious against God that God will take you home early? He'll say the party is over. You're not going to stay down here and disgrace me. And somebody says can a Christian live that way and still go to heaven? I say that if he lives that way he may get to heaven a lot quicker. God will get him to heaven sooner than he realizes. There is a sin unto death and the Bible says if any man sees his brother sin a sin which is not unto death he shall pray for him. There is a sin unto death. I do not say that he shall pray for it. There are times when a Christian crosses the deadline and he dies prematurely.

I think the apostle Paul was speaking of this same thing when he said in:

1 Corinthians 11:30

30For this reason many are weak and sick among you, and many sleep.
Paul was talking about the irreverent way that some people come to the Lord's Supper and since we have taken the Lord's Supper here tonight, it would be good for us to pay close attention to this. Paul talked about how some had selfishly and carelessly taken the Lord’s Supper. They were not thinking of other people. They were making a drunken feast out of it rather than agape feast and then the apostle Paul said for this cause many are weak and sickly among you and some sleep. Now, Paul didn’t mean just now I lay me down to sleep. Sleep is the name of the death, not of the unsaved, but of the saved. Those who sleep in the Bible are in Christ. Now, the Bible doesn't call it sleep for the unsaved. He's talking about saved people. He's talking here about people who die and go to heaven prematurely. Are some Christians sick because of their sin? Absolutely. And people who are saved or lost are often sick because of the way they live and the things they do.

People who drink alcohol for example, get sick because they have sinned against God by the abuse of alcohol. They take this embalming fluid called a six-pack into their bodies and wonder why they're sick and it affects every part of their body. They end up with a white liver, red eyes and a blue outlook. It affects all of the body. And so, it’s just a result of imbibing poison into your body. Do you know what to be drunk is called? It's called intoxicated. Do you know what a toxin is? It is a poison. People take poison into their system. That's the reason some people, when they get drunk, the throw it up, because it's a poison. The stomach says this to the body that this is a poison and tries to expel it. Those people have more sense in their stomach than they have in their head when they regurgitate and get rid of that poison.

The same can be said about cigarette smoking. Cigarette smoking harms the temple of God. Now, there are people who smoke cigarettes but folks, I don't like it, I don't want you to do it, as a matter of fact, I don't want you to even stand around the doors of this church and smoking before you come in here. It kind of makes it look like a pool hall to me. If you have to do it, go off somewhere and do it. Now, I'm not really talking down to you and being hard on you. I love you. I just don't want you to have lung cancer.

Now, and you know what the big sin is in many churches? This sin is not primarily drinking or smoking but it's overeating, isn't it? That’s the one we think well, ha, boy, we can do that. Somebody said that we live off of what we eat and the doctor lives off the other half. Folks, it is a sin, it is a sin to overeat. We laugh and giggle about it, but it's a sin.

Proverbs 23:21

21For the drunkard and the glutton will come to poverty, And drowsiness will clothe a man with rags.

Dwight L. Moody was an evangelist and he had a preacher friend who was sick and somebody asked him to pray for his preacher friend, and do you know what Moody said? He said I'll not do it. I'll not pray for him, said he does the eating of ten men and eats everything in sight and I'll not pray for God to cancel out the way he lives, until he repents, until he gets right. Why should I pray and ask God to give him a license to go on sinning, to go on glutting his body. Many of us are sick because of over indulgence in the matter of food.

It may be the judgment of God upon the way that they have sinned or it simply may be the, the kickback of what they do. It may be just the law of sowing and reaping. That's the reason some people are sick. But simply by taking care of our bodies, Jesus can give us wisdom to take care of our bodies and heal us from simple common sense through the Scriptures.

Now, let me say that some people are spiritually sick because of the direct attack of the devil. Did you know the devil can make you sick?

Job 2:7

7So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD, and struck Job with painful boils from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head.
Satan smote Job with boils and the boils that Satan put upon Job were the handicraft of hell.

Luke 13:10
10Now He was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. 11And behold, there was a woman who had a [spirit of infirmity] eighteen years, and was bent over and could in no way raise herself up. 12But when Jesus saw her, He called her to Him and said to her, “Woman, you are loosed from your infirmity.” 13And He laid His hands on her, and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God.

She walked everywhere, bent over. And Jesus said of that woman there in Luke chapter eleven, Satan hath bound her. She had a sickness that was put on her by the devil.

Acts 10:38

38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were [oppressed by the devil], for God was with Him.
Now, when you have the knowledge of God that your sickness is of the devil then you can rebuke it in the name of Jesus and command it to leave you. You can take authority over that sickness. And what some people call submitting to the will of god is really only giving in to the devil. Now I believe that God the Holy Spirit, when we abide in him and he abides in us, will give us the discernment if it is from the devil, and if we know it is from the devil, we can take authority over the sickness and we do not have to receive it and we do not have to take it.

I've been talking primarily about the cause of sickness. Now, let me say concerning the cure for sickness. Does Jesus heal? Yes, yes, he absolutely does heal. He is the Lord, our healer. He says in 

Psalm 103:3
3Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases;

I believe that God heals a number of ways. Number one, he heals instantaneously by miracle. I believe he has healed me that way, instantaneously, just like that as a result of prayer. By miracle Jesus heals, that's the way he healed in Bible many, many times.

Hebrews 13:8

8Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.

Malachi 3:6
6“For I am the LORD, I do not change; Therefore you are not consumed, O sons of Jacob.

He heals instantaneously, miraculously. And by the way folks, we at the Christian and Missionary Alliance talk about believing the Bible. Let's believe it all, let's believe it all. I mean, if we start praying for folks and they get healed somebody will say ‘they're having healing services down there.’ Wouldn’t it be a blessing to us and to God if we saw more of the supernatural power of God touch and heal the lives of people. God heals miraculously, God heals supernaturally, thank God for that, thank God for that.

Relate Merry-go-round with Vanessa and skin cancer.

I know that God heals instantaneously. I also know that God heals in time and it is still the healing of God.

James 5:14
14Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.
Sometimes that is not instantaneous healing, but it is the way that God made us and the way that God created us and I thank God for that kind of healing. God heals instantaneously and God heals in time. And then I want to say that God heals using medicine. Thank God for medicine. Thank God for the Christian physicians in the church that God has given a ministry of healing. Luke was spoken of the beloved physician and I believe that Dr. Luke was one who kept Paul going and preaching as long as he did.

Luke 5:31
31Jesus answered and said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.
And as we study in the Bible we find records of people who were healed by the use and means of medicine.

2 Kings 20:7

7Then Isaiah said, “Take a lump of figs.” So they took and laid it on the boil, and he recovered.

Now, here is the lump of figs, a home remedy put upon a boil, to draw and extract the poison and he recovered. Timothy had a weak stomach. Timothy had indigestion problems.

1 Timothy 5:23

23No longer drink only water, but use a little wine for your stomach’s sake and your frequent infirmities.

The water there most likely had a high alkaline content and it needed the wine to help settle the stomach of Timothy. God expects us to use what means we have and certainly God has given us means for healing.

And so, not only does God heal instantaneously, miraculously, not only does God heal in time, not only does God use medicine and not only does God use doctors, but God always heals his children, always heals his children and that is in eternity. Now, with his stripes we are healed, no ifs, ands and buts about it, but the Bible speaks of the redemption of the body. Our bodies are not yet redeemed. The redemption of the body that is in the purchase of Jesus at Calvary is going to come at the rapture and of the church and the resurrection of the Christian dead and it is at that time we're made like unto him. There is no sickness in his body and there will be no sickness in our resurrection body.

But now I want to say this, that not every saint will be healed in this lifetime either by miracle or by medicine, not every saint will be healed in this lifetime instantaneously or in time, by doctors with medicine or without medicine, not every saint is going to be healed.

You may be sick and be absolutely right with God.
2 Corinthians 12:7-10
7And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh [was given to me] <a gift of God>, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure. <Here Satan was used and God was using Satan> 8Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart from me. 9And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

Now, that means that Paul prayed. Paul prayed and that doesn't mean that he was out of the will of God, rather, he was seeking the will of God. And so, here is Paul, he doesn't know exactly what to ask God so he asked God one time and he doesn't get any answer so he asked God again and he doesn't get any answer and he asked God again, oh Lord, heal me and for this I besought the Lord thrice that it might depart from me and he said unto me, now the third time here is Paul patiently, consistently bombarding heaven, and he said unto me my grace is sufficient for me, my strength is made perfect in weakness.

Now, notice what Paul said. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities; Do you know what that word infirmities means? Sickness. Sickness.

2 Corinthians 12:10
10Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

Paul a man of God, the great mighty apostle was sick. And I believe Paul was so sick that he began to get sick emotionally and thus affect his mind. We all get emotionally sick from time to time and it doesn’t necessarily mean that we are worrying or there is sin in our life. It can happen from choices we make in our life or the choices of others that effect us.

Relate story of two houses.

Now according to Paul and his thorn in the flesh, it was not because there was sin in his life, not because he was out of the will of God, he just had a thorn in the flesh. Now, let me show you another scripture.

2 Timothy 4:19

19Greet Prisca and Aquila, and the household of Onesiphorus. 20erastus stayed in Corinth, but Trophimus I have left in Miletus sick.

Now, Paul left a valued collegue, somebody that he wanted and somebody that he needed but he had to leave him behind. He was too sick to travel. Now, I remind you of this, that the great apostle Paul had power to heal the sick. He had the gifts of healing.

Acts 19:11

11Now God worked unusual miracles by the hands of Paul, 12so that even handkerchiefs or aprons were brought from his body to the sick, and the diseases left them and the evil spirits went out of them.
And yet here was a man that Paul had to leave behind sick because even the mighty, apostle Paul could not heal a brother if it were not God's will for that one to be healed. Trophimus, a valued servant of the Lord, left behind sick.

2 Kings 13:14
14Elisha had become sick with the illness of which he would die. Then Joash the king of Israel came down to him, and wept over his face, and said, “O my father, my father, the chariots of Israel and their horsemen!”

2 Kings 13:20
20Then Elisha died, and they buried him…
King Joash had a respect for this great man of God. Now, I want to ask you a question. Did Elisha die because he was out of communion with God? If you'll read this story in it's context you'll find out that he had just made a remarkable prophecy on his death bed that God was using him mightily, mightily.

I pray that I will never place the emphasis of my ministry upon healing rather than the salvation of souls it would be a wrong emphasis. Jesus Christ did not come primarily to heal.

Luke 19:10
10for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.”
If I were to ever stand up in the pulpit before a congregation and say it's always God's will to heal everybody I'd say that's the cruelest thing that you could possibly say. They'll be people out there with withered limbs. They'll be people out there with deaf ears and they'll be people out there in wheelchairs and when you say that God will heal everybody, they will say well then what's wrong with me? I must not have faith or I must be out of the will of God or there must be something wrong with me. Either they're going to say there's something wrong with me where I can't trust God or what your preaching is a lie and they're going to be discouraged.

The fact is that we are all sick right now. Go look in the mirror. Do you see any wrinkles there that you didn't see ten years ago? Are you using glasses. You're sick. I said you've got a terminal illness. So does everybody in this building. You've got a terminal illness and it's going to get you. I mean, it's just a matter of time that illness is going to get you. You're not in the image of God. You are in the image of Adam. You don't think God is in this shape do you? Adam brought forth a son after his likeness and in his image and in Adam all die. In Christ all shall be made alive, but when the last trump sounds, the dead in Christ shall rise first.

Now Jesus does heal our body, soul, and mind and there are different reasons why we are undergoing some of the problems that we may have. There is one thing for sure however. We can all look forward to the wonderful day when the last trump sounds and we see Christ face to face:

Revelation 21:4
4And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.”
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