Heaven - Part 1

Selected Scriptures

This morning, we’re going to talk on a new subject. We are going to take a break from the series of God’s Plan For Your Family and also The Signs of Christ’s Coming to talk about a new subject for this Communion Sunday. The subject we are going to talk about this morning is heaven. And this is not going to be a like a sermon series but more like a class, at least this morning will be. I want to teach you what the Bible has to say on the subject of heaven.

As I pointed out a couple of weeks ago with God’s Plan For Your Family, we live in a society of instant gratification, a society where people want to delay and defer absolutely nothing except payments. We live in a time when everybody wants what they want now and we have the credit cards that allow us to buy what we don’t have the money to buy, to go where we don’t have the money to go, to do what we don’t have the money to do. And then we pay from then on, sometimes to the point that we cannot pay our bills and then people get themselves into deep financial problems. We’re not into anything being put off into the future. We want it now and we are glad to sacrifice the future on the altar of the immediate. We don’t want to wait for anything.

As a result of living in a society of instant gratification, a society of materialistic indulgence, the church has fallen prey to that and we no longer have set our affections above, as Colossians 3 calls us to, but we have set our affections on things on the earth. We are not committed to laying up our treasure in heaven as Jesus told us to, but rather laying up our treasure here.

Certain television and radio preachers and ministries are having a great amount of success by promising people that Jesus wants them rich now, healthy now, wealthy now, successful now. We call it “the prosperity gospel.” And it’s very popular because people want all the goodies now.

The church in America in general doesn’t have heaven on its mind. The church in America desires to be comfortable with only passing thoughts of heaven.

Contrast that with the fact that just about everything that’s precious to us is in heaven.

Matthew 6:9 (NKJV)

9In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.
First of all, your Father is in heaven. In a very real sense, the One who is the source of everything for us, God Himself, is in heaven.

Furthermore:

Hebrews 9:24 (NKJV)

24For Christ has not entered the holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us;

Not only is our Father in heaven, but our Savior is in heaven as well.

Hebrews 12:23a (NKJV)

23to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are registered in heaven. . . 

Not only is our Father in heaven, and our Savior in heaven, but our brothers and sisters in the faith are in heaven. Old Testament saints are there, New Testament saints are there, everyone who has died in faith in Christ or faith in God in the Old Testament is in heaven. 

In Luke chapter 10, we find a most interesting statement in verse 20 and what it says ought to give hope to all of our hearts. It says:

Luke 10:20 (NKJV)

20Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you <His disciples were excited about casting out the demons in people>, but rather rejoice because your names are written in heaven.”
Not only is our Father there and our Savior there and our brothers and sisters there, but our name is recorded there. What does that mean? That means we have a title deed to some property there. We are citizens of that place. 

Our inheritance is there as well.

1 Peter 1:3-4 (NKJV)

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you,

Your eternal inheritance is in heaven. What do you mean by that? All the riches of God’s glory and grace are set aside for you and for me in heaven. Our Father is there, our Savior is there, our brothers and sisters are there, our name is there, that is we hold title to a place in that land, and our inheritance is there.

We could sum a lot of that up in Philippians 3:20 where the Apostle says:
Philippians 3:20 (NKJV)

20For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ,

Our citizenship is there. We are citizens of that place, we belong there.

Matthew 5:12 (NKJV)

12Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
When we are persecuted for the sake of Christ, we have great rewards in Heaven.

Matthew 6:19-21 (NKJV)

19“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; 20but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
Jesus said here that the only treasure you’ll ever possess forever is in Heaven. 

So, when you think about heaven, you’re identifying the place where your Father is, your Savior is, your brothers and sisters are, your name is there, your inheritance is there, your citizenship is there, your reward is there, your Master is there, being God and Christ, and your treasure is there as well. To sum it up, heaven is your home. And that’s why the writer of Hebrews says we are strangers, we are pilgrims, we are aliens in this world. We are like space travelers who are on a planet not our own. We don’t belong here. Every time somebody in this world meets us, they’re meeting alien beings. We are the aliens, folks. We have arrived here but our home is somewhere else.

Everything we love is there. Everything we cherish is there. Everything valuable is there. Everything eternal is there. And yet here we are in the church of Christ in the United States in this century, committed to indulging ourselves in this alien land. Self-indulgent Christianity is the kind of Christianity that’s lost its heavenly perspective. The church today doesn’t hope for heaven, they hope they won’t go to heaven. They don’t want to go to heaven until they’ve had all that earth could possibly deliver them. And when that’s exhausted, and they finally are too old to enjoy it or too sick to enjoy it, then they’ll be glad that heaven is there to receive them. “But please, God, don’t send me to heaven yet. I haven’t been to Hawaii. I haven’t gotten my new car. I, I want to go to the Bahamas. I want to get a raise. I want a new house. God, please, no, not heaven.” What a worldly perspective.

1 John 2:15-17a (NKJV)

15Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 17And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.

I think there are many people who claim to love Christ but the fact that they love the world so much means that they’re not heavenly citizens at all. We need to learn to live in the light of heaven. This hope should fill our hearts; this hope should change our lives, filling us with the joy of anticipation that loosens us from this passing world. We can get so tied down to this world; we consume things in this world that will perish, instead of laying treasure in heaven.

Now I know that some people think heaven is an imaginary place. Some people think heaven is a human dream for little children. Some people think it’s a wish. Some people think heaven is a state of mind. Some people heaven is a projection of all that is good in humanity. Others think heaven is the immortality of the truth and beauty. 

But the Bible says heaven is a place. I want you to grab that, all right? It is a place. And the Bible says that all the people who truly love God are either there already or going there. Now that’s pretty simple. Heaven is a place and all the people who genuinely love God are either there already or are going there to live forever in complete perfection and glory. Now we have to live in the light of heaven. Now let me give you a perspective on that.

2 Corinthians 5:1-8 (NKJV)

1For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed <that is if we die>, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. <We have another life. We have another form, another house. Now our earthly tent is in the process of being torn down. Is it not? Sure. The outer man is decaying all the time and the earthly tent is being torn down and when that’s gone, we know we have a building from God > 2For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is from heaven, <We groan in this house. I know we do. You do, I do, we all do. We groan because of the infirmities of our physical being. We groan because of the sin that reigns in our flesh. We groan because we cannot be what we ought to be and do what we ought to do. Now do you feel that way? Can you identify with Paul? Can you say, “Oh, how I long to be clothed with our dwelling from heaven?” Or is your prayer more like, “Lord, how I long to get to the mall so that I may be clothed with whatever’s on sale at Burdines?” I mean, just where is your desire? Where is your longing? I mean, if you look at the church today, we would have to say there are very few people wandering around obsessed in their hearts because they’re so deeply longing to be in the presence of God in heaven. That’s sad> 3if indeed, having been clothed, we shall not be found naked. <Why do you want that, Paul? Why are you so anxious to not be unclothed but clothed with that eternal body? Verse 4> 4For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by life. <We are burdened by sin, burdened by sickness, burdened by death, burdened by tears and sorrow and sadness and pain and all the rest. We do not want to be unclothed. In other words, it’s not enough just for us to have our spirits go into the presence of God, we want our bodies as well. We want to be clothed in order that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life> 5Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. <Now what did he mean by that? The Spirit is a pledge, He is an oath. That’s a Greek word that means an engagement ring. When God gave you is Holy Spirit, that was an engagement ring indicating that some day you’re going to be His bride and you’re going to be married to Him when you get to heaven. The Holy Spirit is the down payment, engagement ring, first installment. It’s like earnest money> 6So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord. 7For we walk by faith, not by sight. 8We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord.

Now can you say that? I mean, that’s a pretty straight statement. Can you say that the deepest desire of your heart is to be absent from the body and present with the Lord? And that’s hard for us to say because we hold so tightly to this life because it’s all we know. And because we experience love and the meaningful relationships that life brings to us, we become captive to this life. But we need to look constantly towards Heaven. Imagine saying, “I prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord.” Notice the phrase “at home with the Lord.” That’s home for us with the Lord, that’s our home, that’s where we belong. As I said earlier, everything we love is there, our Father is there, our Savior is there, our brothers and sisters are there, our name is there, our inheritance is there, our citizenship is there, reward is there and our treasure is there. That’s our home and we long to go home.

You all can identify with that. When you go away for a prolonged time, there’s something in your heart that longs to go home. <Colorado>

We want to get to the point in our own hearts where we groan to be clothed with our heavenly form, where we long to be absent from the body and present with the Lord, where we are more concerned about the eternal weight of glory than the light affliction here, where we are conscious of laying aside all our treasure in heaven so that we can enjoy it forever, rather than laying it aside on earth and leaving it here. 

The founder AB Simpson started the church literally with his own money, refused to take a paycheck from The Christian and Missionary Alliance and he and his wife poured their lives into the ministry. Why, because they could see Heaven and all that was there, awaiting them.

Countless Christian and Missionary Alliance missionaries literally gave their lives on the mission field. Hundreds died in WW1. Hundreds died in WW2. Hundreds died in Vietnam and other wars across the world. Why, because they could see Heaven and wanted others to go there also.

Why, because anyone who is truly a Christian has been born again.

John 3:3 (NKJV)

3Jesus answered and said to him <Nicodemus>, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
The world is on a collision course to hell from which there is no return, to burn forever in the terrible torment of the lake of fire.

People cannot see the kingdom of God unless they are born again. True missionaries know this and this is why they go. They see lost people in an eternity apart from God. They know that there is a Heaven and they go to tell others about Heaven and how to get there.

The Christian and Missionary Alliance is the first organization to send men and women into the foreign mission fields. And it’s well documented that when they encounter other missions in existence, the continually go deeper into the field and into more dangerous territory risking their lives continually.

Our missionaries have been beaten, raped, literally ripped open and murdered to talk to people about living in Heaven. There are stories during WW2 that they were getting ready to come back from Japan to the United States for a long overdue furlough when the war ended but they quietly stepped out of line to stay in Japan and minister to the people they love. There are stories during the Tet Offensive in Vietnam, that hundreds of C&MA missionaries were hacked and slaughtered. They also took many on the forced march to what was known as the Hanoi Hilton. Many missionaries died along the way refusing to hate their captors whom they loved. Others were converted to Christianity because of the way that our missionaries lived and died in their presence. Why would people give their lives in service to help others? Why do they give their lives even today? I’ll tell you why. Because they knew Heaven is a place.

It’s the place where their Father is, their Savior is, their brothers and sisters are, their name is there, their inheritance is there, their citizenship is there, their reward is there and their treasure is there as well. They know that heaven is their home.

You know, I have been in churches where people just watch as the offering plate passes them by. Or they just put a couple dollars in the plate and they cover it with their hand so that others don’t see how much they are giving, or rather how much they’re not giving. People come to church when it’s convenient for them not caring about the example they can set for their friends, their husband or their wife, or even caring about their children.

1 John 2:15-17a (NKJV)

15Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 17And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.
Some very rich person died and someone asked a friend of his how much did he leave. And the friend said, “All of it.” And that’s exactly what you’ll leave, all of it. Let’s earnestly place hearts our hearts and our affections towards Heaven as we come to the communion table.

Pray
Father, how thankful we are for this great promise, the promise of heaven. We’re so unworthy, so undeserving. You’ve given us life, breath. You’ve given us Christ. You’ve given us salvation. And You’ve given us the hope of eternal heaven. Almost takes our breath away to think that we can leave this painful existence and spend forever in Your presence is overwhelming. We just bless Your name for such a promise. And, Father, it’s not something we just wish for, it’s something we count on because You’ve given us the pledge of the Holy Spirit. You’ve given us the guarantee. You’ve planted in us the One who has begun that good work within us. 

Father, I just pray that each one of us will learn to live with heaven in mind. Loosen us up from this life. Loosen us up from this world. Help us truly to set our affections on things above where everything we really love is waiting for us. Let each of us be willing to sacrifice all that we are and all that we have for the cause of Christ. In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen.
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