Looking Toward Heaven - Part 4

What We Will Be Like in Heaven?
Jim Bakker & Tippy

Heaven is not anything you or I want it to be. Heaven is exactly what God made it to be. 

And we’ve been looking at the heaven that is the true heaven, the heaven prepared by God for His people. And we’ve been asking a series of questions. And we’ve asked the question,

What is heaven? And tried to answer that from Scripture.

Where is heaven? And tried to answer that.

What is heaven like? And we have been tremendously excited to see the reality of what that place is like and what it holds for us.

Now I want to go on tonight and look at another question: What will we be like in heaven? What will we be like? 

Pray
To give you a general answer, and then we’ll dig a little more deeply into it, the Bible teaches that we will experience the eternal perfection of body and soul. We will experience the eternal perfection of body and soul. That is to say the perfection of the whole person. Heaven is a perfect place for people made perfect. And since we as human beings are inner man and outer man, soul and body, or if you will, spirit and body, we will be perfect spirit and body forever and forever.

I want to talk about that a little bit tonight so that you’ll get a perspective. The whole idea of God’s redemption is to make us perfect. The whole idea is to fit us to dwell forever in the presence of God. That is the whole purpose of salvation. Now salvation, I want you to understand me, is a process. You came to Christ in faith and were born again, but that only began the process because you have not yet been completed. That’s why the Apostle Paul says in Romans 13, “Now is our salvation nearer than when we believed.” We are in the process of being saved. We are heading for the ultimate expression of salvation when we are made perfect. That salvation work has already begun in the salvation of our souls, in the transformation of the inner man that we know as the new birth. But that is not the end; that is only the beginning.

Now we have been made new creations in Christ. We have been given, as it were, a new life in Christ. We have been given a new heart the Bible says. We have been given a new Spirit, that’s part of what it means to be born again, converted, regenerated, redeemed, made new in Christ.

Now those are all ways of saying there’s been a dramatic change in us. We’re no longer slaves of sin, we’re slaves of God.

God has planted a new creation within you, the indwelling Holy Spirit is perfect. That transformation has taken place. And the Holy Spirit’s longings become your longings and you love righteousness and you love goodness and you love truth and you love justice and you love God and you love the Bible. But all of that is inhibited because your soul and your body are still wrestling with their fallen condition in which sin dwells.

Sin has crippled our soul. It has marred our spirit. It has scarred the faculties of thought and will and feeling. And so we long for the day when that eternal seed within us will bloom into fullness and we will be redeemed from head to toe, from outside to inside. The time will come, and what a tremendous thought, when God Himself with His penetrating eyes to discern every single thing in existence will scrutinize you and scrutinize me with those fiery penetrating eyes and will go to the very smallest piece of our being and find absolutely no trace of sin. Won’t that be incredible? But that’s what’s coming. God will perceive us in every single dimension of our existence as absolutely and perfectly and eternally holy and righteous and without flaw.

So, heaven then is the place of the perfection, the eternal perfection of soul and body. We lose all of our falleness. We come into all of God’s planned perfection. We enter heaven perfect. In fact, dear friends, no one ever enters heaven who isn’t absolutely perfect. No one ever goes there to stay to dwell who is not absolutely perfect. 

Now listen to me, we still need a perfected soul. We have within our souls, within our inner man the seed of perfection, but the soul or the whole inner person is not yet perfect. Listen, it’s not just my body that sins, it’s my mind and my thoughts and my will and my emotions. My soul is not perfected. But the moment a believer dies, that believer’s soul enters immediately into the presence of God and is instantly perfected and made holy. The body goes to the grave, the soul goes immediately to heaven, that’s how it is. Absent from the body, present with the Lord. Far better to depart and be with Christ, Philippians 1:23 says. Paul says, “I’m not here, I’m with Christ.” 

So, when a believer dies, that soul not yet perfected is instantly perfected in the presence of God. The body goes to the grave. So the first thing you need to know is we go to heaven without a body. Okay? Christians go to heaven without a body. In fact, as far as the church of Jesus Christ is concerned, the bodies are all still on the earth. 


Hebrews 12:22-23 (NIV)

22But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, 23to the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the judge of all men, to the spirits of righteous men made perfect,

What you have in heaven right now are perfected spirits. You say, “Where are the bodies?” In the grave, in various degrees of decay.

But now let’s ask the question: all right, we go to heaven as a soul, first of all. If I were to die today, my soul would go to heaven, my body would go to Sebastian Cemetary, probably. My soul or my spirit, same thing, would be with the Lord. Now what would my perfected soul be like? Well, the only thing I can tell you is that God can scrutinize my entire perfected soul and He would find no imperfection and no sin at all. I would be absolutely perfect. I don’t know any other way to explain that.

All I can say about it is that the perfection that we wait and wait for and experience when our souls go to be with the Lord is just that, perfect freedom from all evil forever. Imagine that. Never a sinful thought, never a selfish thought, never an evil word, never a useless word, never an unkind deed, absolute eternal perfection. Never defiled, never unclean, never imperfect, never doing anything but that which is absolutely righteous, holy and perfect before God. Can you imagine yourself behaving in such an incredible fashion? I find it almost unbelievable, no imperfection, absolutely none.

Think about it, no sin, no suffering, no sorrow, no pain. You want to know something? You’ll never doubt God in any way. There will be no doubts there. There will be no fear of God’s displeasure because God will never be displeased because you’ll never do anything to displease Him. No temptation will ever come upon you. Satan will not be there. The world will not be there. The flesh will not be there. There will be no persecution there. There will be no abuse there. There will be no division there. There will be no discord, no disharmony, no disunity, no hate. There will be no quarrels there, no fights, no arguments, no disagreements. Everyone will be perfect.

There will be no more prayer because there will be nothing to pray for. There will be no more fasting because there will be nothing with which to fast or for which to fast. There will be no repentance because there will be nothing to repent of. There will be no confession of sin because there will be no sin to confess. There will be no weeping because there will be nothing to make you sad. There will be no watchfulness because there will be no danger and no temptation and no trial of any kind. There will be no more teaching. There will be no more preaching. There will be no more learning. There will be no more evangelism. There will be no more witnessing. There will be perfect pleasure in His presence. 

There will be perfect knowledge. We will know as we are known. There will be perfect comfort. You will be absolutely at the apex of comfort every moment throughout all of eternity. You will never have for one split second an uncomfortable moment. Isn’t that incredible?

Now what this all sums up to, is perfect joy. And we could simply say heaven is the place of unmixed and unending joy, unmixed and unending joy. Whatever joy there is in this life is mixed with sorrow, isn’t it? You get a little bit of joy and you can’t fully enjoy it because there’s too many other problems. Joy is mixed in this life. But when you get to heaven, joy, joy, joy and absolutely unmixed joy. 


Matthew 25-30 (NASB)

14“For it is just like a man about to go on a journey, who called his own slaves and entrusted his possessions to them. 15“To one he gave five talents, to another, two, and to another, one, each according to his own ability; and he went on his journey. 16“Immediately the one who had received the five talents went and traded with them, and gained five more talents. 17“In the same manner the one who had received the two talents gained two more. 18“But he who received the one talent went away, and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19“Now after a long time the master of those slaves came* and settled* accounts with them. 20“The one who had received the five talents came up and brought five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you entrusted five talents to me. See, I have gained five more talents.’ 21“His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the <what> joy of your master.’ <That’s what heaven’s all about>22“Also the one who had received the two talents came up and said, ‘Master, you entrusted two talents to me. See, I have gained two more talents.’ 23“His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ <That’s what heaven’s all about, joy> 24“And the one also who had received the one talent came up and said, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow and gathering where you scattered no seed. 25‘And I was afraid, and went away and hid your talent in the ground. See, you have what is yours.’ 26“But his master answered and said to him, ‘You wicked, lazy slave, you knew that I reap where I did not sow and gather where I scattered no seed. 27‘Then you ought to have put my money in the bank, and on my arrival I would have received my money back with interest. 28‘Therefore take away the talent from him, and give it to the one who has the ten talents.’ 29“For to everyone who has, more shall be given, and he will have an abundance; but from the one who does not have, even what he does have shall be taken away. 30“Throw out the worthless slave into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. <This is NOT what heaven’s all about>
Now heaven then is a place of joy, a place of joy. The dominant characteristic of heaven is joy. And any joy you have now is just a, just a little taste of the joy that is awaiting you. Heaven is absolutely defined in its purest simplest terms as a place of unmixed and unending joy.

But let me take it a step further. We were never designed to be disembodied spirits and just float around in some spirit form. We can function outside of a body. I can call somebody on the telephone and talk to them and I don’t know what their body’s doing and I can still communicate with their person. I can write a letter or get a letter from someone or send an email to someone and I’m communicating with their spirit, their inner person, without having any contact at all with their body. We could communicate. God could take away our bodies, as He does, put us in heaven as spirits and we could still be a spiritual entity as God is a spiritual entity.

But that’s not what we were made to be. When God made man He made him soul and body. He made him an inner man and an outer man. And when He perfects him, He’s going to perfect him as an inner man and an outer man also. We are designed by God to be a body and a soul. And our ultimate perfection demands that we be a body and a soul. And the creation of a new heaven and an actual new earth also demands that we have bodies that can walk on a real earth. The new earth then calls for its inhabitants to have real bodies.

Now death means the separation. The bodies go to the grave, the spirit goes to be with the Lord. Well, how long does that last? Well only until the resurrection. Jesus said in John chapter 5 that everybody’s going to rise from the dead, everybody. 


John 5:28-29 (NIV)

28“Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice 29and come out—those who have done good will rise to live, and those who have done evil will rise to be condemned.
In the present time, the people in the church who have died are in heaven in spirit. In the present time the unbelievers who have died are in hell in spirit. But there is coming a great resurrection. And at the time of the resurrection, the bodies of the redeemed will be joined to their spirits and they will be in the eternal perfection of body and soul. At the time of the great resurrection, the bodies of the ungodly will be raised from the graves as well and they will be joined to their disembodied spirits so that they can, body and soul, will endure the torments of hell forever. God created men and women to be body and soul, or body and spirit, same thing.

So, that’s what God is moving toward. Even after our souls are perfected, that’s not the end. That’s not the end. There will be a resurrection of body and to join that spirit, that’s God’s plan.

You can read about the resurrection of the ungodly in Revelation chapter 20 starting in verse 11. The sea gives up the dead, death and the grave give up the dead and they’re all judged according to their deeds. And then, of course, they’re thrown into the lake of fire. There will be a resurrection unto damnation, a resurrection unto judgment. 


1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (NIV)

13Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep <that has reference to the bodies of saints, their spirits are gone to be with the Lord, their bodies are in the grave>, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. 14We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. <When Jesus comes back, He’s going to bring with Him the spirits of the saints that are dead. When the Rapture comes and Jesus comes out of heaven, the spirits of the saints are coming with Him> 15According to the Lord’s own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, <we’re still here in body and spirit, not yet glorified> who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. <In other words, they’re going to get their bodies before we go up. Why? Because they’ve been waiting a long time. Some of them centuries, floating around as disembodied spirits in a not yet fully perfected humanness because they don’t have their bodies yet. So when Jesus comes to Rapture the church, the first group that are going to be taken care of are those who have been disembodied, they will get their new bodies and then we will go up after them> 16For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 18Therefore encourage each other with these words.
That’s another feature of heaven, you’re always with the Lord forever and ever and ever and ever. But the dead are going to go first because they’ve been waiting a long time for their bodies. Their bodies are going to come out of the graves, join with their disembodied spirits, be instantly perfected for all that heaven has for them. Then we’re going to follow them up and get translated on the way. And we’ll be perfected when we leave this world in the Rapture if we’re here when Jesus comes. Now that’s the promise of God that we have to look forward to, a new glorified body to go with a glorified spirit.

Now that poses the question I want to focus on as we bring this to a conclusion tonight. What will these bodies be like? What are they going to be like? The soul in its perfected state, mark this, has to have a body in a perfected state to fully express itself. The human soul is limited in its expression without a body because we are that perfect combination. But what will the body be like?

Let’s go to 1 Corinthians 15. There is so much that could be said about this, I’m going to try to bite my tongue and go through it rapidly. Verse 35, “But someone may ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body will they come?” You may say, “Are you kidding me, bodily resurrection? People are going to be in the grave for centuries and centuries. There’s not going to be anything there but a pile of dust. And what about people who got burned up and what about people who were exploded? Is the Lord going to go collect all the pieces? And what about people who drowned in the ocean and they’ve been disintegrating in the ocean for centuries and centuries and centuries? How are the dead raised up?”

Well, I don’t even want to get into any kind of foolishness. If God could make us, He can remake us. We don’t have to think like that. Constant change is going on in the cells of our bodies in this life; we’re not even the same as we were three years ago. Cells of our body are being thrown off each day, new cells are taking their place. I hate to say this, but it’s true, most of the dust in your house is human skin shedding, about 75 percent of it, from what I read. Does that shock you? Yes, you’re being replaced. It’s beyond our, it’s beyond our comprehension, folks. But somehow a new body will be made to accommodate an eternally perfect soul. It’s a house not made with hands, it’s an eternal house.

Now what is it like? Well let’s go back to verse 36 and find out. What is it like? “36How foolish! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies.” <The Greek is “How foolish,” a severe rebuke, by the way, which assumes that the objector prided himself on his intelligence> “37When you sow, you do not plant the body that will be, but just a seed, perhaps of wheat or of something else. 38But God gives it a body as he has determined, and to each kind of seed he gives its own body.” <Once we die with this body, God will give us a new body as He has determined>
And if you’re going to say, “Well, I don’t believe in resurrection cause I don’t understand the process,” then you better not believe in harvest either because you don’t understand that process. But it happens, and so will resurrection. That’s Paul’s argument. 

The bodies will have some connection to the one that was buried, but they’ll be different. I don’t know fully how. They’ll be the same organism in some way, I’ll be me and you’ll be you only we’ll all be perfect, we’ll be the same and yet we’ll be different. Incredible. From the decomposition of the body in the grave, we don’t have an obstacle to the resurrection. Just like a seed that dies and brings forth life, so the resurrection will come from the death of the body.

Look at verse 39, and then he takes another illustration. 


1 Corinthians 15:39-41 (NIV)

39All flesh is not the same: Men have one kind of flesh, animals have another, birds another and fish another. 40There are also heavenly bodies and there are earthly bodies; but the splendor of the heavenly bodies is one kind, and the splendor of the earthly bodies is another. 41The sun has one kind of splendor, the moon another and the stars another; and star differs from star in splendor.

That is there are terrestrial and celestial. There are earthly organisms and there are bodies that occupy space, sun, moon, stars. It’s incredible. God has made everything from the tiny little crawling bug to a spinning sun. And everything in between. And from the human perspective, we look at these and why in the world would we say, “Well I don’t understand how He could ever make a resurrection body?” Well look, He can make any kind of body He wants. 

I don’t know if you ever thought about it, I was reading in Reader’s Digest some years ago and he said this, “Like flowers, the stars have their own colors at your first upward glance all gleam white as frost crystals. But single out this one and that one for observation and you will find a subtle spectrum in the stars. The quality of their lights is determined by their temperatures.

In other words, even the stars are different. Different temperatures, different colors. All the heavenly bodies vary, all the seeds. Do you realize there are no two trees on the face of the earth alike? No two seeds alike. No two animals alike. No two people exactly alike. No two celestial bodies alike. And somebody says, “Well, how in the world could God ever create a resurrection body?” Big deal, He’s got enough creative power on display that we shouldn’t question that.

1 Corinthians 15:42-44 (NIV)

42So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; <And here come the contrasts> 43it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 44it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.

If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.
Now what does he mean by that, a spiritual body? He doesn’t mean it’s a spirit, it is a body. But it is a body, it is a body that can contain and express itself in spiritual ways. To put it simply, it is a body that expresses the spirit, the needs of a perfect spirit.

Now look at that. What’s your body going to be like? It’s going to be imperishable; that is it never decays. You will never lose any part of that body. There will be no, you won’t be turning over your skin every seven years. There will be no elimination process in your body. It is an imperishable body. It will be permanently and eternally perfect, never changing, never. You will never look at your hand and say, “What is that? I’ve never seen that before.” You will never feel somewhere, “And where is that lump coming from.” There will be no cancer Xrays in heaven. No one will develop anything there. Absolute imperishable perfection.

And then in verse 45 he takes us one step further and says: 


1 Corinthians 15:45-48 (NIV)

45So it is written: “The first man Adam became a living being”; the last Adam <Christ>, a life-giving spirit. <He contrasts the heads of two families. And Christ will give life where Adam gave death > 46The spiritual did not come first, but the natural, and after that the spiritual. 47The first man was of the dust of the earth, the second man from heaven. 48As was the earthly man, so are those who are of the earth; and as is the man from heaven, so also are those who are of heaven.

Stop at that point, folks. You just got a tremendous insight.

As we are on this earth like Adam, we will be in heaven like whom? We will be like Christ. And verse 49 it says. 


1 Corinthians 15:49 (NIV)

49And just as we have borne the likeness of the earthly man, so shall we bear the likeness of the man from heaven.

It’s incredible. We’re going to be like Jesus Christ. We’re going to be exactly like Jesus Christ. Well, what was He like? Well He was incorruptible and eternal. He is glorified and we shall be. 

Philippians 3:21 (NIV)

21who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.
I just can’t imagine that. 


Romans 8:29 (NIV)

29For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 


1 John 3:2 (NIV)

2Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.

What was He like? It’s incredible to think about it. He flew to heaven. Stood on the mount in Acts chapter 1 and a cloud took Him right to heaven. He could fly. He moved about. He appeared suddenly after His resurrection in that glorified humanity. He walked through walls. With the disciples it tells us that He sat down, Luke 24 says, and ate. On one occasion He broke bread. Another occasion He ate fish. He asked for something to eat, they gave it and He ate it. And He didn’t need to eat, He ate for the sheer joy and pleasure of it. So we’ll spend eternity eating of the fruit of the heavenly trees not because we need it but because we enjoy it.

We’re going to be like Christ. He could move about anywhere He wanted to go. He had the power to appear and disappear. He had the power to infuse men with His strength. He had the power even in His resurrection, of course, to do miraculous things that He did through His Apostles. He walked. He talked. They could touch Him. They could feel Him. He spoke. He ate. We’ll do all of that only in a glorified humanity that’s inexplicable to us now.

I want you to listen in closing, I’m going to close in about two minutes. What does all this say to you? Let me tell you what it says to me. It says that our longing for heaven should be intense, it should be intense. Let me put it really practically for you. If you find your joy and your comfort in this life, if you find your delights in this life so that heaven does not appeal to you, that is irrational, that is irrational. Let me tell you why.

First of all you’re idolizing a passing sin-filled decaying world.

Secondly, you’re contradicting the goal of God. The goal of God is to make you like Christ and that’s where you’re going to have to go to get made that way. So if you are longing to hold on to this world and you’re hankering to stay here and you don’t want to go and this is where you seek your comfort and this is where you stack your treasure, you are irrational as well as sinful, and so am I if I think like that. Because we’re idolizing a decaying godless Christ-rejecting passing world. We are contradicting the goal of God. Furthermore we are seeking what we will never find and then, therefore, we are aggravating our misery. Because we will never be satisfied. How much better to long for heaven. 

Let me put it another way. If you’re afraid to die, that’s disloyalty to God. If you’re afraid to die, you’re depreciating heaven. If you’re afraid to die, that’s a coldness of love toward Him. If you’re afraid to die, you have little weariness over your sin. If you’re afraid to die, you are insensitive to the worthlessness of earth’s vanities.

Now let me say this. It’s reasonable to be afraid of pain. It’s reasonable to be afraid to suffer. I think God has built into us those mechanisms. It is unreasonable, irrational and even sinful to fear the result of death. None of us can be anxious about death itself. I’m not volunteering to suffer death. But at the same time I am longing for what death brings. We should long for heaven like the farmer does for harvest, like the worker does for payday, like the runner does for winning. And if we don’t, something is wrong. If we’re not saying with John, “Even so, Come Lord Jesus,” something’s wrong when we think about what God has for us.

All that is glorious, all that is noble, all that is blessed and all that is thrilling awaits us in heaven. I hope you’re going to be there. And I hope if you’re headed for heaven, you have a longing in your heart for that reunion with Christ.

Pray
Father, thank You for our time tonight. What a great time in Your Word and how excited we are about what You have planned for us. Just this tiny glimpse is enough to fill our hearts with joy. I pray for every soul here to be prepared for the inevitable day of death, that in that day they may enter the heaven of heavens and not experience the wrath of God, that they may know joy forever and ever and not the weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

In Christ’s name I pray, Amen
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