All Will Know

Morning Scripture Verse: 

John 13:34-35 (NKJV) 
34A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”
1. Overview of Love

A New Standard

Leviticus 19:18 (NKJV) (Moses)
18You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the children of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD.

John 13:34-35 (NKJV) 
34A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”
The lost will recognize us:

Not by our doctrinal differences

Not by dramatic miracles

Not even by our love and concern for them

John 13:34-35 (NKJV) 
34A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”
The lost will recognize us if we love fellow believers the way Christ loved his disciples.

The love of our brethren is the primary way of winning the lost for our Savior. 

2. The Prominence of Love

1 Corinthians 13:1-3 (NKJV)
1Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. 2And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.
1 John 4:16 (NKJV)
16And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him.

Emptiness is produced without love.

It is easier to conform and be orthodox than to love

It is easier to be active in church work than to love

It is easier to criticize than to love

It is easier to simply sit and do nothing than to love

1 John 4:16 (NKJV)
16And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him.

The supreme characteristic that God demands of His people is love.

In opposing that love, the enemy of the church makes some of his supreme efforts.

3. The Qualities of Love

1 Corinthians 13:4-7 (NKJV)
4Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 5does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 6does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 7bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

The world has always tended to make heroes of those who fight back, who stand up for themselves, never back down, especially if they are right and always fight for their welfare and rights above all else.

God’s love however, is much more willing to be taken advantage of rather than to take advantage. God’s love is much more willing to be hurt or insulted or abused rather than retaliate and hurt others.

The counterpart of being patient and long-suffering is to be kind. Just as patience will take anything from others, kindness will give anything to others, even its enemies. Being kind not only feels generous, it is generous. Being kind not only desires others welfare, it works for it.

Eight negative descriptions of love:

1. Love is not jealous

2. Love does not brag

3. Love is not arrogant or egotistical or proud

4. Love does not act rudely

5. Love does not seek its own way (here is probably the key to everything)
6. Love is not provoked (to anger, sudden outburst of emotion or action). Love guards against being irritated, upset or angered by things said or done)
7. Love does no evil (take into account, a bookkeeping term).

“I don’t get mad, I get even”

8. Love does not rejoice in iniquity. Love never gives up, knowing that God can change lives for the better.

Love rejoices with the truth.

Love bears all things. Love will protect others from exposure, ridicule and harm. Genuine love does not gossip or even listen to gossip. Even when a sin is certain and perhaps even made to public knowledge; love always tries to correct it with the least possible hurt and harm to the guilty person. Love never protects sin but love always protects the sinner.

Love believes all things. If a loved one is accused of something wrong, love will consider him innocent until proven guilty. If the loved one turns out to be guilty, love will give credit for the best possible motive. Love trusts, love has confidence, love believes.

Love hopes all things. Even when belief in a loved one’s goodness or repentance is shattered, love still hopes. When one’s faith is crushed, love holds on to hope. As long as God’s grace is operative, human failure is never final. Love refuses to take a collapse of character in another as final. The rope of love’s hope has no end. As long as there is life, love does not lose hope.

Love endures all things. This is a military term used of an army’s holding a vital position at all costs. Every suffering and every hardship and every hurt and every rejection is to be endured in order to hold fast.

Love will always hold fast to those it loves. Love stands up against overwhelming opposition and refuses to stop bearing or stop believing or stop hoping. Love will not stop loving. Love bears the unbearable. Love believes the unbelievable. Love hopes in the hopeless. After love bears, it believes. After love believes, it hopes. After love hopes, it endures. There is no “after” for endurance, for endurance is the climax of love.

The first test of every aspect of Christian love is to be demonstrated in the home.

Ephesians 5:21

4. The Permanence of Love

1 Corinthians 13:8-13 (NKJV)
8Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. 9For we know in part and we prophesy in part. 10But when that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be done away. 11When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I became a man, I put away childish things. 12For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known. 13And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.
The theme of 1 Corinthians 13 is “Love never fails.”

The “never fails” refers to time and not to success or failure.

In other words, love will NEVER end.
Love will not end because it shares God’s nature and God’s eternity.

It is important to note that never fails does not refer to success. Love is not a magic key that Christians use to unlock every opportunity and guarantee every endeavor. Love is not a spiritual formula that, when faithfully applied, automatically fulfills our desires and produces human success. Love does not always win, at least in the usual sense. Jesus Christ was love incarnate, yet he was arrested, imprisoned, beaten, ridiculed, maligned, denied, rejected and crucified because of what He said and did in love.

On the other hand, when Christians are successful in their living and ministering, it will always be through love. Genuine love does not overpower the human will, therefore; we cannot always accomplish our purposes, no matter how loving. No work for the kingdom of God, however; can possibly be accomplished without love. Success will not always be a part of love, but love will always be a part of Spiritual success. 

John 13:34-35 (NKJV) 
34A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”
Pray
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