The Love of God - Part 5

Selected Scriptures
At first glance, a subject like the love of God may seem somewhat simple and easy to grasp, but upon greater reflection, as we have learned, it is profound and far-reaching and inexplicable and inscrutable at some points.

Many people think that because God is love and He is, the Bible says so, and they think that because God loves the world so much that He gave His only begotten Son to be the Savior of the world that therefore God must love every person in the world with the same kind of love and to the same degree and with the same purpose in mind. But that is not the case as Scripture makes very clear.

Pray
We have already learned two propositions. One is that God's love to the world is unlimited in extent. That is true, He does love the world. He loves them enough to be good to them. That's common grace. He loves them enough to feel pity and compassion over them. He loves them enough to warn them about sin and its consequences. And He loves them enough that the gospel should be preached to all of them. So in that sense God's love is unlimited in its extent, it does reach the whole world.

But secondly we learned another very important proposition and that is that God's love to the world is limited in degree. He loves them all but not to the degree that He loves His own. It is His own, according to John 13:1, that He loves unto perfection, or to the max, to the end, to the limit forever. And we learned about that. Yes God loves the world but not like He loves His own to whom because of that love He is merciful and gracious and forgiving, to whom He gives lavishly all good things. His love for His own is that inseparable, unbreakable, unconquerable, unchangeable, unwavering, unfading love that is impervious to all attacks and assaults. It is that kind, sanctifying, purging, purifying love that leads to godliness. It is that limitless love for only and known only by those who belong to Him by faith.

And then there is a third proposition that we began to discuss last time and we'll finish this evening. Thirdly, God's love to the world is qualified by the demands of His glory. That is a very important statement. I thought about it a long time before I stated it that way because there is so much at stake. God does not have an unconditional and unqualified love for the world. It is qualified not by the demands of people, not by the demands of human reason but by the demands of God's own personal glory. That is to say, God defines that love consistently with all of His other attributes. And it is precisely at this point that we have to realize that because God loves does not mean that He is obligated to an unqualified love of all people equally. He is not a prisoner of that love. Or worse, He is not a prisoner of man's assumptions about that love or man's wishes about that love or man's desires for that love. Nowhere in Scripture will we find that God is an unqualified lover of all people equally. He is not. God's love is qualified to the world, to all. And it is qualified by the demands placed upon Him for personal integrity. That is to be consistent with His nature. God does not love, God cannot love in a way that makes love unmixed, untouched, unmingled or unaffected by, for example, wrath, judgment, justice, holiness, righteousness. In other words, God has to love in a way that is reflective of all of His other personal attributes.

But when you come to chapter 9 you are introduced to a most important issue with regard to God's saving love. And that is how God's saving love mingles itself with all other of God's attributes that must be considered in line with God's saving purpose. As you go back, for example, into Romans chapter 1 you will remember that Paul says in verse 16, “I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Gentile.” In other words, God's love has sent a gospel message across the earth to every person, Jew and Gentile that says if you believe, this gospel is the power of God unto salvation. It is then that God's love has extended to all men and provided for them a gospel invitation.

But then the immediate question would come up, if God has provided a Savior for the world and a call to believe to the world and God has provided a sufficient sacrifice on the cross for all the sins of all mankind, if it is God's desire that none perish and if God wants the Apostles to proclaim the truth from one end of the globe to the other, why is it that people aren't saved if it's God's will? That really is the question that leads to Romans 9, 10 and 11. Let's start in Romans 9 with the first five verses.

Romans 8:37-39 (NIV)

37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
It's right after that, that completion, that great completion of chapter 8 that sums up this massive saving love of God that has been delineated in these eight chapters that Paul says this:
Romans 9:1-3 (NIV)

1I speak the truth in Christ - I am not lying, my conscience confirms it in the Holy Spirit - 2I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. <Why?> 3For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race,

You know what he's saying? He's saying, “You know, I have this great sorrow, I have this unceasing grief, I would almost wish my own damnation if it could achieve the salvation of the Jews.” And that's the question. If God is so loving, if the love of God is so magnanimous, so glorious, so great, so inseparable, so unbreakable, if God has this desire to save, if God wants the gospel preached to Jew and Gentile, if He sent His Son to be the Savior of the world, why aren't the Jews saved? Can't God get what He wants? Is He impotent? Is it that? Is it that He wants it but He can't do it? Or is He indifferent? He said He wants it but He's busy, He's not really thinking about it now so some folks are slipping through. Or maybe there was a time when He felt fairly positive about humanity and He doesn't feel that way anymore. Or thirdly, is He dishonest? He says He loves the world and He says He desires men to be saved but He's really not telling you the truth. Is God impotent? Is God indifferent? Is God dishonest? Because of this grand scheme, this, this incredible design for redemption isn't happening, maybe God has failed and He's failed on the point of impotence, indifference or dishonesty.

And Paul's going to answer that here. And he starts to answer that by simply saying, “Look, I recognize that Israel's not saved. And I recognize it so profoundly and deeply that it causes me great sorrow and unceasing grief and I could even wish myself to be damned forever if they would be saved. That's how much I care.” He is expressing really something of the grief of God, isn't he? You remember that Jesus Himself cried tears over the lostness of Jerusalem. The heart of God is grieved and sorrowful. And Paul is reflecting that as the messenger of God and an Apostle of Jesus Christ, as he calls himself. He says the thing that makes it so sad is the Israelites are the ones


Romans 9:45 (NIV)

4the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption as sons; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises. 5Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of Christ, who is God over all, forever praised! Amen.

In other words, they're the privileged people of all people. So they make the greatest illustration of the point, if God has provided such a massive marvelous scheme for salvation and it's to touch the world and it's far-reaching as an expression of God's great love, then why aren't people saved? And most particularly, why are not Jews saved? After all, they are not just people; they are the chosen people. They were given the adoption as God's sons; they were given the Shekinah glory to lead them. They were given the covenants and the Law and the temple and all the promises and theirs were the great fathers, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph and all the rest, and from whom came Messiah. Has God failed? Has He failed at the point of impotence, indifference and dishonesty?

Well the answer is in verse 6 and this is where we want to pick up the text.

Romans 9:6a (NIV)

6It is not as though God’s word had failed…

No. The fact that all Jews are not converted does not mean God doesn't tell the truth, or can't keep His Word or is too indifferent to bother about it. It does not mean God's Word has failed. Now it's one thing to say it doesn't mean that but, but, but why, or how? Could you explain it? And he starts in verse 6 right on down through the rest of the chapter to explain it. And here's how he explains it. “You have to understand God's saving power, you have to understand God's saving love, you have to understand God's saving purpose and plan in complete accord with every other attribute He possesses.” In other words, His love cannot spell the end of His wrath. His love cannot spell the end of His judgment, justice, vengeance, punishment, anger. Those are part of God as well. Those make up His character and His being so that whatever it is that God does with regard to love is perfectly mingled and in absolute harmony with every other attribute. 

Now with that understanding we can now see the rest of this chapter unfold. And I'm going to show you seven attributes of God that have to work in harmony with His love, seven attributes of God are outlined here as Paul answers this issue. And they work in perfect accord with God's love.

First, He is glorified in His sovereignty; He is glorified in His sovereignty.

Romans 9:6-9 (NIV)

6It is not as though God’s word had failed. <And here are the reasons> For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel. <What is he saying? He is saying there are two Israels, there is a descendant Israel, that's a natural Israel, that is the Jewish race that came out of the loins of Abraham who was the man God used to found the nation. There is that natural physical Israel. But not all of that Israel is the true Israel. Paul says, “Look, God never intended to save all Israel.” That's what he's saying> < All natural Israel is not the true Israel. God always purposed within natural Israel to save only some Jews so that the real spiritual Israel was within the nation. The nation, listen carefully, was elected to privilege but individuals were chosen for salvation. The real Israel is the Israel of faith, the elect Israel, elect to salvation> 7Nor because they are his descendants are they all Abraham’s children. <He says the same thing. They're not all spiritual children of God just because they descended from Abraham. Not everybody who is a Jew, not everybody who comes from the loins of Abraham was ever intended to be a child of God. And again he is saying the same thing. And he offers proof> On the contrary, <Genesis 21:12> “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned <or named>.” <The first born son of Abraham was named Ishmael, he was not born to Sarah, he was born to Hagar, a hand maiden but nonetheless was the first born of Abraham. But God passed by Ishmael and the second son born to Abraham and Sarah was whom? Isaac. And God chose Isaac> <You say, “Well what does that do?” It demonstrates God's sovereignty. It demonstrates that God is the ultimate chooser. He is sovereignly selective> 8In other words, it is not the natural children who are God’s children, but it is the children of the promise who are regarded as Abraham’s offspring. <In other words, he's just following up with the same idea. God has chosen people to be children of the flesh in the nation Israel, but not all the children of flesh are the children of the promise. The promise relates to spiritual reality, the flesh relates to physical> 9For this was how the promise was stated: “At the appointed time I will return, and Sarah will have a son.”

Now that verse 9 is quoting Genesis 18:10 where God is saying, “I'm going to pick Sarah's son, not Hagar's.” Why? Why did God do that? God chose simply because He is sovereign. God selects because He is in charge. And this demonstrates His absolute uninfluenced sovereignty. It is a strong illustration of unconditional election in its most unequivocal expression.

The point is, what was God putting on display? He was displaying His what? His sovereignty. God chooses. God determines destinies before men and women are born apart from anything in them. That is uninfluenced sovereignty. God is glorified in such sovereign selection. It shows His control. It shows His rulership. And our God is a sovereign God. And then you come to verse 13.

Romans 9:10-13 (NIV)

10Not only that, but Rebekah’s children had one and the same father, our father Isaac. 11Yet, before the twins were born or had done anything good or bad—in order that God’s purpose in election might stand: 12not by works but by him who calls—she was told, “The older will serve the younger.” 13Just as it is written: <Malachi 1:2-3> “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.”
You say, “But it's awfully strong to say Esau have I hated.” But listen, if God didn't hate then we wouldn't understand His love. He loves the world in one sense, but as I said, that turns to hate. He loves His own in an unbreakable love that cannot ever turn to anything but more love. So God is glorified then in His sovereignty. That proves He's in charge; He makes choices.

Secondly, God is glorified not only in His sovereignty but He is glorified in His judgment, or His justice. And Paul anticipates what somebody is going to say here, so he says.

Romans 9:14 (NIV)

14What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all!
And here he assumes the question, well that's not fair, it's not fair for God to love Jacob and not Esau, it's not fair before they were born for God to choose the younger over the older, it's not fair for God to choose Isaac and not Ishmael, it's not fair. And it's even more not fair cause they didn't have anything to do with it.

Does the fact that God chose mean that He's unfair? No. Fair sends everybody where, to hell. Justice damns everybody. And furthermore, God would never do anything unfair. He can be accused of being selectively gracious but not unfair. Fair, you don't want fair, my friend. I don't want fair, I don't want justice, I want mercy. God could never be accused of being unjust or unfair though He could be accused and willingly so of being selectively gracious.

Genesis 18:25 says, “Shall not the judge of all the earth do right?” And you say, “Well wait a minute, is He fair if He saves some?” Yes because He has provided a sacrifice for them in the person of Jesus Christ that satisfies His justice. Their sins having been paid for by Christ, justice is freed from its obligation and grace can be granted.

But we look at God and we say, “It's not fair. It's not just.” And we're shouting up there with our puny minds. We don't understand what's fair. We don't understand what's just, except from a fallen perspective. You see, whenever you question the justice of God, it's a display of a carnal mind. It's a display of a limited knowledge. It's a display of pride. And it's perhaps mostly a display of weak faith. God knows exactly what He's doing. You may see the condemnation of the ungodly as unjust and it isn't. God has a holy purpose that is beyond what you or I could possibly understand.

Killing an animal illustration. His father's action was an expression of love for him.

You cannot understand the motives of God from an infantile perspective, but you can learn to trust Him. Is that not true? And if you trust His love then you know what He does is right. The Lord knows His own motives. The Lord knows His own purposes. Don't question it. 

God's love is in accord with His sovereignty and His justice and thirdly, God's love is in accord with His mercy. 

Romans 9:15 (NIV)

15For he says to Moses, <Exodus 33:19> “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.”

You know what he's saying here, “Look, I'll be merciful to whoever I want and it won't depend on them, it's purely My decision.” That's exactly what He's saying. 

Romans 9:16-18 (NIV)

16It does not, therefore, depend on man’s desire or effort, but on God’s mercy. <Mercy doesn't come because somebody wants it. Esau ran for the blessing, didn't get it. Ishmael desired the blessing, didn't get it. God says I give My mercy to whomever I wish. I demonstrate My saving compassion to whomever I desire. God loves but His love is connected to His sovereignty, His justice and His mercy. It is also connected to His power, number FOUR It is connected to His power> 17For the Scripture says to Pharaoh: <this is the Lord speaking to Pharaoh> “I raised you up for this very purpose, that I might display my power in you and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” 18Therefore God has mercy on whom he wants to have mercy, and he hardens whom he wants to harden.

Do you know what that says? God says that I raised up Pharaoh. God allowed Pharaoh to be born into the royal family. God allowed Pharaoh to live long enough to get to the throne. God allowed Pharaoh to get to the throne, develop his power at the throne. And then when God got Pharaoh at the throne, God made sure that Pharaoh's heart was hardened so that he would put up a fight, a fight which when confronted with the power of God would give God the opportunity to display Himself, right? What would have happened if Moses had gone in and said, “Hey, Pharaoh, let my people go?” And Pharaoh said, “Yeah, sure. I mean, we'll grease the wheels, what do we need to do to get you guys out of here, you've been here enough and you've been really great. On your way.”

You wouldn't need to part the Red Sea, would You? Wouldn't need to drown the whole Egyptian army. Certainly wouldn't need the plagues. Wouldn't need frogs and boils and locusts and dead cattle and all the first born dying and wouldn't have the angel of death passing over. No, God hardened Pharaoh's heart because God wanted to put everything on display. God raised him up for that purpose. That's part of God's glory. You see, that's part of who God is. That's part of the character of God. And again I say to you, His love does not exist unmixed. He will love but that's not all, God is love but He's not all love and nothing else. And He is glorified in His power and He wanted to put His power on display and putting this immense power on display.

God is sovereign and God is holy and must punish sin. God is loving and must save sinners. But if everybody was saved it would deny His holiness. If everybody was lost it would deny His love. And so He's glorified through all His character.

Number five, He's glorified in His judgment. Somebody is going to say right now, “If God is the one responsible for the hardening of the sinner, how does He hold the sinner responsible? If it's all determined by God, how can the sinner be punished? How can we be blamed?”

Romans 9:19-21 (NIV)

19One of you will say to me: “Then why does God still blame us? For who resists his will?” <In other words, how can He find fault with us then? I mean, if He's doing it how can He hold us responsible? For who resists His will? I mean, if He's determined it all, how could You hold us responsible? I love the answer> 20But who are you, O man, to talk back to God? “Shall what is formed say to him who formed it, ‘Why did you make me like this?’ “ 21Does not the potter have the right to make out of the same lump of clay some pottery for noble purposes and some for common use?
In other words, don't you dare accuse God of holding you responsible for something you're not responsible for. That's the implication. Man is a sinner, he loves his sin, he chooses his sin, he rejects God, he rejects Christ, he rejects salvation and he dies in his sins because of his own rejection. And yet at the same time it is God's sovereign will. But because it is God's sovereign will, listen carefully, it is no less the responsibility of the sinner. That's why every gospel invitation is given to the sinner to repent. Jesus is not in heaven begging God to add a few more names. Jesus sent the Holy Spirit here to beg men to repent. The responsibility is here. 

Romans 9:20-21 (NIV)

20But who are you, O man, to talk back to God? “Shall what is formed say to him who formed it, ‘Why did you make me like this?’ “ 21Does not the potter have the right to make out of the same lump of clay some pottery for noble purposes and some for common use?
God has His own purposes. God is the potter. He makes the pots whatever way He wants. You can't argue with God. You can't question God. Because there's a purpose behind everything He does. He makes one pot for noble purposes and another for common use, that's His choice.

Listen, the purpose behind what God does is not to satisfy the curiosities of human reason. The purpose behind what God does is not to satisfy the desires of depraved intellects. The purpose behind what God does is to glorify Himself. And if He chooses to be glorified in judgment by making a vessel that is not honorable, that's His choice.

God is glorified then in His sovereignty, His justice, His mercy, His power, His judgment, number six, His wrath.

Romans 9:22 (NIV)

22What if God, choosing to show his wrath and make his power known, bore with great patience the objects of his wrath - prepared for destruction?

Now there's a lot in that verse, let me just grab the last phrase. What if God wanted to demonstrate His wrath by producing vessels of wrath prepared for destruction? So what, it's not for you to question. It's not for you.

Let me give you an illustration. There are millions of angels, ten thousand times ten thousand and thousands of thousands and just an innumerable number of angels. Well a third of them fell with Satan, right? A third of them fell, they rebelled with Satan, they were thrown out of heaven and they will spend forever in the lake of fire in torment. And they are creatures, they're beings with the ability to feel and to experience reality, spiritual reality. I don't think I've ever had anybody come to me and say, “Oh, it's so unfair that God didn't have a plan of salvation for demons.” I don't think anybody has ever asked me that. “How can God not save all the demons?” I don't think anybody has ever said that. They don't really give a hoot about the demons, you just as soon have them in the lake of fire, right? None of them are friends of yours.

What I'm pointing up is, we don't get so exercised over this issue of vessels of wrath unless we get emotionally involved in it. And the issue here is that God has sent angels, once those angels fell there was no redemptive plan, there was no recovery, there was no salvation, there was no forgiveness, no mercy, no grace. Just because God is gracious to some we can't assume in our own minds that therefore somehow He has to be gracious to everybody else. That's not how it is. 

God acts in His wrath. He prepares vessels of wrath beforehand because His wrath is going to be a way to manifest His glory. He's glorified in His wrath.

Lastly, with number seven He is glorified in His salvation.

Romans 9:23-24a (NIV)

23What if he did this to make the riches of his glory known to the objects of his mercy, whom he prepared in advance for glory 24even us, whom he also called <Stop>
He's glorified in salvation. He displays His glory in His sovereignty. He displays His glory in His justice, His mercy, His power, His judgment. He displays His glory in His wrath and He displays His glory in making vessels of mercy that He saves. What a marvelous thing.

So, God will be glorified all across the spectrum of His attributes. Don't be concerned with the mysteries of God's determination. Don't be concerned with trying to solve all of the mysteries of the nature of God. Be concerned with your own condition. Don't be concerned with what God is doing; be concerned with what awaits you in eternal hell. Don't be concerned with fair or unfair; be concerned with repentance. Jesus said, “Him that comes unto Me I'll in no wise, what?, cast out.” Remember that Jesus said, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” The responsibility for repentance and faith is on you. That's all that should concern you. The issue of election doesn't become an issue until conversion then we know you're elect. “Whosoever will let him come and take of the water of life freely.” “Come unto Me all ye that labor and are heavy laden and I'll give you rest.” These are the invitations the Bible extends.

If a man came into a prison and said, “I have pardons for everybody, life pardons for everybody.” The prisoners wouldn't be concerned about whether or not there were some conditions to meet, whether or not these pardons were originally intended or granted for them, they would trample each other to get one. And that's exactly what we offer, a pardon for your sin. The issue of the sovereignty of God and the glory of God and the manifestation of His character is one issue, but what issue concerns me about you is the issue of whether or not you will come to Christ to take the pardon that He offers. And that should be the consideration of your own heart.

Pray
Father, I think of the preacher as one who enters the prison house of humanity with a great handful of royal pardons and the preacher is instructed by the king to give them to all who believe and apply for mercy. And the preacher can say, “Let every sinner come with the assurance that none will ever be refused.” O Father, may the prisoners upon the first sight and hearing run to take the pardon, pardon for sin and salvation in Christ. Father, I pray that You will cause us to be grateful for Your love, overwhelming love, undeserved, unearned and eternal. Thank You for what You've done for those who believe in You. In Christ's name. Amen.
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