False Teachers 


From a theological viewpoint, I would define a cult as having many major deviations from historic Christianity. Yet, they continue to in​sist that they be classified as Christians.

Cults constitute a growing trend in America, a trend that is away from the established Christian churches and the historic teachings of the Bible. They always place an emphasis upon self-efforts, or the desire to save one's self apart from Biblical revelation.

One of the most potent tools of cult theology is that of theological term switching. Through the manipulation of terminology, the average Christian is unable to understand the subtle switching of the fundamental doctrines of Biblical theology. On encountering a cultist then, always remember that you are dealing with a person who is familiar with Christian terminology, and who has care​fully redefined it to fit the system of thought he or she, now embraces.

Cultists will hardly ever discuss the essential problem of evil, the existence of personal sin, or the necessity of the substitutionary atonement of Christ as the sole means of salvation from sin, through the agency of divine grace‑and the exercise of faith. In fact, they conscientiously avoid such distasteful subjects like the proverbial plague, and discuss them only with great reluctance. Both Chris​tian Science and Unity talk of God as Trinity; but their real concept of God is a pantheistic abstraction (Life, Truth and Love constitute the Triune divine principles‑Christian Science).

Mary Baker Eddy – CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
The patient's disease is in his belief. Error is sickness. Truth is health.

Understanding is God.

All sciences are part of God.

Truth is God.

There is no other Truth but God.

God is Wisdom.

God is Principle.

Wisdom, Love, Truth are the Prin​ciple.

Error is matter.

Matter has no intelligence.

To give intelligence to matter is an error which is sickness.

Mrs. Eddy herself knew comparatively nothing of Biblical history, theology, philosophy or the ancient languages.

Though Mary Baker Eddy spoke vigorously against doctors and drugs as well as vigorously affirming the un​reality of pain, suffering and disease, she herself was frequently attended in her declining years by doctors, received injections of morphine for the al​leviation of pain, wore glasses, and had her teeth removed when they became diseased. Mrs. Eddy has claimed that “she” has healed all types of diseases including cancer, tuberculosis and diphtheria. However, she gives no particulars, names of patients, localities, dates or witnesses. She refused to treat identical cases of the diseases she claimed to have cured. Mrs. Eddy’s granddaughter, her brother Samuel’s wife and her close friend Joseph Armstrong all died of cancer, and she healed none of them.

Joseph Smith Jr. - MORMONISM:

The average active Mormon is usually marked by many sound moral traits. He is generally amiable, almost always hospitable, and extremely de​voted to his family and to the teachings of his church.

Joseph Smith, Sr., was a mystic, a man who spent most of his time digging for imaginary buried treasure. Besides this failing he sometimes attempted to mint his own money.

Well‑informed Mormon historians and theologians are equally aware that the first edition of The Book of Momon and the present edition of The Book of Momon are quite different in 3,913 separate instances (over 25,000 including punctuation changes), the first edition having been revised and corrected by Joseph Smith and his successors over the last one hundred and fifty years. Yet both the errors and the revisions of The Book of Mormon are heralded as divine revelation by Mormons.

Polygamy was a practice of the Mormon Church. 

The Mormon Doctrine of God

Mormon theology is polytheistic, teaching in effect that the uni​verse is inhabited by different gods who procreate spirit children which are in turn clothed with bodies on different planets. "Elohim" is the god of this planet

The Virgin Birth of Christ

The Mormon teaching concerning our Lord's birth is that our Savior was produced, not by a direct act of the Holy Spirit but by actual sexual relations between "an immortal or resurrected and glorified Father", and Mary. 

Mormon Salvation and Judgement

The Mormon doctrine of salvation involves not only faith in Christ, but baptism by immersion, obedience to the teaching of the Mormon Church, good works, and "keeping the commandments of God (which) will cleanse away the stain of sin"

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
Jehovah's Witnesses, are well aware of the fact that the Watch​tower organization under the leadership of judge Rutherford maintained that Abraham, Isaac and Jacob would return to earth before the close of the 1920's, and even bought a home for them to dwell in (San Diego, California, Beth Sarim, "the house of princes").

They also predicted that the Battle of Armageddon would occur in 1975. It obviously hasn't occurred yet, but faithful Jehovah's Witnesses are still pounding on the doors of America, telling of the "light" they receive through Jehovah's organization.

SPIRITISM:

As of 1976, In the United States, there are an estimated 10,000 Spiritists. In Europe and South America, the movement is much stronger where in South America there is an estimated 4,000,000 Spiritists.

There is reunion of the family. Life on the “other side” is not separate but is a continuation of this life. The two worlds are interwoven and interrelated by memory and love of life. Consciousness can not die. Personality can not be destroyed. The spirit of man is eternal. 

The seven "Principles of Spiritism" are:

The Fatherhood of God

The Brotherhood of Man

Continuous Existence

Communion of Spirits and Ministry of Angels

Personal Responsibility

Compensation and Retribution Hereafter for Good and Evil done on Earth

A Path of endless progression

ZEN BUDDHISM

Today, Zen Buddhism claims more than three million followers in Japan, and in America there are around 300,000 Buddhists, many of whom practice Zen. Many prominent Americans practice Zen, including former California gov​ernor Jerry Brown.

Revelation – It is a way to the truth and not facts about the truth as Christians have the Scripture.

Zen Buddhism is not a religion as it is popularly understood. Zen has no God to worship, no ceremonial rites to observe, no future abode to where the dead are destined and no soul whose welfare is to be looked after by somebody else with immense concern. Obviously this is completely contrary with Scripture in every sense.

THE UNITARIAN CHURCH

Unity tells of the marvelous benefits to be derived from accepting the philosophy of Unity, and filling the mind with "happy thoughts," and "kind ideas”. This banishing the awful concept that man is essentially an unregenerate rebel against the laws of the Holy God and des​perately in need of personal redemption through Jesus Christ.

The Unitarian Church believed in reincarnation:

Herbert W. Armstrong – The Worldwide Church of God
Armstrong's theology:

The Worldwide Church of God had a divine origin.

He denied the Trinity and proclaimed the divinity of man.

Jesus had a sinful flesh because He had a human nature. Jesus proved that even if you have a sinful flesh, that you too could live according to the law of God.

Jesus was not resurrected in the same body. It was Christ Himself who was dead. He was revived.

They claim that the Holy Spirit is impersonal. This heresy would deny a truly born-again experience.

Armstrong claims that salvation is by Grace and Law (works). He claims that the blood of Christ does not save any man.

He claims that God has guilt in that He created sinful man.

He held to the Sabbath, Unclean foods and Legalism.

L. Ron Hubbard - SCIENTOLOGY
HINDUISM




Page 4

