The Greatest Value - Knowing Christ

Philippians 3:8-11

Let’s open our Bibles to Philippians chapter 3. I call your attention to our text this morning that is in verses 8 through 11, Philippians chapter 3 verses 8 through 11. Here Paul writes:

Philippians 3:8-11 (NIV)
8What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish <KJV “dung”>, that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ - the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. 10I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.
Pray
That’s a very personal passage from Paul. The word “I” appears a number of times, the word “my” appears in it as well. He is speaking very personally from the viewpoint of a first-person testimony. This, in fact, is Paul’s testimony of what was going on in his heart at the time of his conversion. But before we look specifically at it, let me remind you of one of the greatest statements that ever fell from the lips of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is recorded for us in a number of places in the gospels; it was a significant enough statement that the Holy Spirit recorded it in several different gospels. Here is a familiar saying of Jesus:

Matthew 16:25-26 (NIV)

25For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it. 26What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?

Now Jesus was talking about an exchange. He was talking about losing something to gain something. What He said was that in order for you to gain you would have to lose your life. If you want to gain your soul it will cost you your life. If you desire to save your life, it will cost you your soul. In other words, if you hold on to the things that to you are precious and reject the things that to God are precious, it will cost you your eternal soul. That’s the exchange. And Jesus said, “What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?” You would be much better off to make some exchange of what you have in this life for what God offers you in the life to come. Whatever exchange you need to make to gain your eternal soul, you ought to do that. This is a very significant spiritual principle.

There is an exchange in salvation. There is an exchange of all that I am for all that Christ is. There is an exchange of all my religious activities, ceremonies, righteous works for the person of Jesus Christ. There’s a sense in which I may have spent all my life in religious achievement, but I have to lose it all in order to gain Christ. Whatever it is that I have spent my life accumulating, even if I gain the world, it would mean nothing if I lost Christ. So I will exchange it all for Him. That’s what Jesus is saying. The wise person looks at everything in life, measures it against the value of the loss of his eternal soul and says it isn’t worth it, I will give this up to gain my eternal soul.

You see, the person who comes to God is the person who is willing to pay whatever God requires, whatever the price, whatever the cost. This person willing to abandon everything for Christ. You see, we’re right back to Matthew 13, aren’t we? 


Matthew 13:44-46 (NIV)

44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field <Christ, salvation>. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. 45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46When he found one of great value <Christ, salvation>, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.

These are essentially the same principle. What are you going to give in exchange for your soul? This is the issue. 

Every person faces this choice when they confront Christ. Here is Jesus Christ and He says I will save your eternal soul if you will give up everything else you’re putting your trust in. Some people say yes, some people say no. Their eternal destiny is determined by what they say. One man who said who said a resounding yes was Paul. And we just heard that yes in this text. Paul is saying here, “What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in him.”

“I looked at everything I had, I said it’s loss, I’ll exchange it for Christ.” That’s exactly what he said. And if you ask Paul, what will a man give in exchange for his soul, Paul? Paul says, “I’ll give everything in exchange for my soul. My soul is that valuable.” He was willing to give up everything and that is what he expresses here. The heart of the text is verse 7, “But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.” I will exchange everything for the pearl. I will exchange everything for the treasure. I will give up everything for Christ. I will make any transaction to save my eternal soul. And so, you have the great record of the conversion of Paul. If you want the historic record, look with me for a moment at Acts chapter 9. In Acts chapter 9, Luke records the observable record of Paul’s conversion. That is to say what actually happened.

Acts 9:1-5 (NIV)

1Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way <that’s what they called Christianity, cause Jesus said He was the Way>, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. <So Paul got authority and went to go and kill Christians> 3As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5“Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied.
Now, here you have on the Damascus Road, the Apostle Paul is confronted with Christ. Up to this point he has counted all of his religion as profit and Christ as loss, that’s why he’s killing Christians. All of his religious achievements assets, Christ liability. We’ve got to get rid of Christ. We’ve got to get rid of Christianity. We’ve got to get rid of Christians. But now he meets Christ. Luke in recording this particular incident does not tell us anything about what was going on inside of Paul. Luke simply records what was heard, what was seen, what took place. But in the process of reading down through chapter 9 it is obvious that Paul was converted. It is obvious because by the time you get to verse 11 Saul is praying. By the time you get to verse 15 he is called to be an Apostle. By the time you get to verse 20 he is proclaiming Jesus everywhere saying He’s the Son of God. 

The link to Acts 9 is Philippians 3. What you don’t have in Acts 9 you do have in Philippians 3. You have the external observable incident in Acts 9, you have the internal response of Paul in Philippians 3. This is what was going on in his heart when he ran into Christ. 

What was Paul experiencing? What was he feeling? He had always put all his confidence in his own human ability, his religion, his sincerity, his race, his tribe, his rank and his self-righteousness. And he had it all in the profit column, all in the asset column. And that’s where all his confidence was for salvation. He believed that he was saved because of his religious privilege and his religious achievement. And now all of a sudden he confronts Christ, the Spirit of God gives him understanding and he sees Christ for the first time as the true value, the real pearl and the real treasure. And then he sees the loss that is in this column he once identified as assets and he’s willing to throw the whole thing into one bag and trash it all and take Christ because Christ is of surpassing value. He made the right exchange.

What will a man give in exchange for his soul? Paul gave everything. Paul sold everything to buy the treasure, sold everything to buy the pearl. This is a tremendously significant portion of Scripture. As I said earlier, the key is in verse 7. He said, “But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.” My friends, that’s the message here. If you’re counting on anything for your salvation other than Christ, you’re deceived. Salvation isn’t in anything else but Christ.

Acts 4:12 (NIV)

12Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”

No other name, no other Savior. Now remember, Paul says, ”Look, I’ve accumulated a lot of things, ” Go back to verse 4.

Philippians 3:4-6 (NIV)

4though I myself have reasons for such confidence. If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless.

I’ve kept the tradition, as to the law I am a Pharisee, I’ve gone to the limit, the ultimate commitment to law keeping. As to zeal or sincerity, I have persecuted the church that’s how sincere I am and as to righteousness that is in the law, no one has ever found me externally blame-worthy. And he says, “For all these years my salvation has been built on my ritual, my race, my rank, my tradition, my religion, my sincerity, and my works. And then I met Christ and I saw that it was all liability. It was all loss and I gladly gave it up for the sake of Christ, for the sake of Christ.”

May I note one other thing? He didn’t say, ”I had something good, this is better.” He said, “This is loss, this is not asset, this is liability, that’s not neutral, that’s not good, that’s negative, that’s bad.” Liabilities are bad. That’s a loss not a profit. What do you mean by that? I mean to say that all of that stuff isn’t good and Christ is better, all of that stuff is bad. You say, “Now wait a minute, is it bad to be circumcised the eighth day? Bad to be a Jew? Bad to be of the tribe of Benjamin? Bad to be a Hebrew of the Hebrews? Bad to be religious? Bad to be zealous?” Yes in this sense, if you count on that to save you, then it’s bad. Why? Because it is so self-deceiving. You know the hardest person to reach in the world for Christ is the person who is religious. And the more religious they are and the more sincere they are and the more stuck in tradition they are and the more ceremonial they are, the harder they are to reach. Why? Because all their confidence is in that stuff and consequently they count on that for their salvation. Paul says that is not just good and this is better, that is bad. Why? Because religion damns the soul. False religion deceives the mind and damns the soul.

Now, what did he gain? Five things he gained. These are profound, all encompassing truths, five things that you gain when you come to Christ, when you jettison all the other garbage and come to Christ. These five: knowledge, righteousness, power, fellowship and glory. Stay with me, we’re going to fly through these. Oh are they rich. In fact, they’re so rich that they fill the New Testament. We could spend a lifetime on these five.

Number one, salvation begins with the knowledge of Jesus Christ. That’s the first thing he gained, he gained the knowledge of Jesus Christ. By the way, God is impressed with these things, He’s not impressed with our rank, our race, our tradition, our sincerity, He’s impressed with this. First of all, the knowledge of Jesus Christ, look at verse 8. “What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ.”

Paul says, ”Look, anything I achieved in the past, anything I can do in the present is loss, liability, if it is to be considered as a ground for meritorious assumption, thinking God then owes me for what I have done. It’s detriment.” So he says in verse 8, “I consider” present tense in the present. I have I considered everything loss that I mentioned in 5 and 6, I now I consider everything else in my life as loss. It’s an ongoing thing. It’s all loss. It just can’t compare with Christ. There’s nothing in life that can. No achievements, no religious activities. So he’s really saying I continue to resist the recurring temptation to rely on my works rather than God’s grace for my standing.

You say, “Well, Paul, how can you make such a total statement? This is selling all.” It is selling all. I considered it all loss, and I continue to consider it all loss. I continue to sell everything for the pearl, sell everything for the treasure. “Why do you do that, Paul? How can you make such a total wholesale break with everything?” I’ll tell you why, because, verse 8, “the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.” The fact of knowing Christ surpasses everything else. I give it all up to know Christ. 

Now the word here, “the surpassing greatness,” just means that. Some Bibles translate it “excellency.” Some translate it “all surpassing value.” That’s what it means. The word for “knowing Christ” is actually, the knowledge. And the word is gnosis. Very important word, let me tell you what it means because it implies very strong things in this text. The surpassing greatness of knowing Christ, do you mean knowing intellectually about Christ? No, that is not the verb that means to know intellectually. It is from gnosko that means to know experientially, or to know personally or to know by personal involvement with. That’s what he’s saying. Now it’s very basic to Christianity that being a Christian is called “knowing Christ.” Right? Those who are Christians know Christ.

John 17:3 (NIV)

3Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.
Eternal life is connected with knowing God by knowing Christ.

1 John 5:20 (NIV)

20We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know him who is true. And we are in him who is true - even in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.

Salvation is knowing Christ. It’s not knowing about Him intellectually, it’s knowing Him experientially. Salvation begins with the knowledge of Christ for which Paul says I’ll exchange anything for that privilege of knowing Him.

What does he mean by that? How deep is the knowledge? How deep is it? Follow his thought, look at what he says, verse 9, “and be found in him.” That’s how deep it is. You are so intertwined in a bond of intimate love and knowledge with Christ that you are in Him. Paul loves that concept. He refers to it at least 164 times in his epistles. We are in Christ.

Galatians 2:20 (KJV)

20I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

In other words, it’s not I but Christ. I don’t know where I end and He begins and where He ends and I begin. We are inextricably intertwined, that’s how intimate the bond is, that’s how deep the knowledge is. He moves through me. I have the mind of Christ. That’s deep knowledge. So he says I count everything in my life trash. I count all my religious achievements rubbish for that deep intimate love relationship with the living Christ.

First, salvation involves the knowledge of Christ, secondly, the righteousness of Jesus Christ. Verse 9, “not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ - the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith.” You know what he had spent his whole adult life doing? Doing what he says in the first half of verse 9, trying to gain a righteousness of his own derived from the law. That’s what he spent his whole life doing, that’s why he was a Pharisee. He was one of the elite 6,000 Pharisees, small number, who believed they could attain salvation by perfect adherence to the law of God. What a burden, what a guilt trip, what a deception. And he said, “I give it all up, I’ll give all that stuff of having a righteousness of my own derived from the law up gladly.” What kind of righteousness is that? It’s the righteousness of external morality. It’s the righteousness of religious ritual and ceremony. It’s the righteousness of good works. It’s self-righteousness. It’s the righteousness produced by the flesh. Righteousness simply means doing right. It’s doing the best you can do. The Army commercial says, “Be the best you can be,” but from God’s viewpoint it’s not good enough. 


Romans 3:20 (NIV)

20Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law …

By the deeds of the law shall no flesh be justified, or made righteous. You’ll never be righteous by what you do. But Paul spent his whole life trying, his whole life. 

He says, “Look, I’ll gladly exchange all that hassle of law keeping Pharisaical righteousness which I’ve tried to keep up all these years for Christ.” Why? Because, verse 9, “not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ - the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith.” I’ll take the righteousness that is through faith in Christ, not works. 


Ephesians 2:8-9 (NIV)

8For it is by grace you have been saved, through <what?> faith - and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God - 9not by works, so that no one can boast.

See, it’s a matter of faith. You say, “What is faith?” It’s not just intellectual assent, it’s a personal trust and complete surrender. It’s placing all complete confidence and trust in Christ. That’s how you’re saved. And when you put your faith in Christ, God gives you His righteousness, that’s verse 9. I want the righteousness that is through faith in Christ, the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. Not human righteousness on the basis of works that doesn’t please God. God’s not impressed.


Isaiah 64:6 (NIV)

6All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away. <The best you can do are filthy rags>
Romans 3:20 (NIV)

20Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law … <The best you can do is unrighteousness>
Romans 3:23 (NIV)

23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, <The best you can do is to fall short of the glory of God>
How you going to gain righteousness? What is righteousness? It’s right standing with God. It means God accepts you. How are you going to be accepted by God? By your own effort? No. You’re going to be accepted by God when you take by faith the righteousness He gives you because Christ paid the penalty for your sin. When you take Christ, God gives you in Christ righteousness. In other words, He accepts Christ in your place and since Christ perfectly satisfies God and you are in Christ, God is satisfied with you. See, Paul is willing to lose the thin fading robe of reputation for the heavy glorious robe of righteousness that comes in Christ. 

Thirdly, salvation provides the power of Jesus Christ. What else is gain to me, Paul says, the power of Christ, verse 10, “I want to know Christ <this is an ongoing knowledge now, he already started in that direction already with the deep knowledge of Christ from verse 8, but there’s a longing to know more and that’s how it is in a deep and intimate love relationship> and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death.” That’s what he means by this deeper knowledge. Paul says, “I give up everything so that I can know His power.” What do you mean, Paul? “The power of His resurrection.” You see, because I know Christ intimately, because I have the righteousness of Christ, I have available the dynamic spiritual energy that comes from Him.

Paul says I take Christ because of the power. You know something? There’s no power in the law. There’s no power to overcome sin in my flesh. There’s no real power for spiritual service in my flesh. There’s no power for victory in my flesh. There’s no power for witnessing in my flesh. He says I’ve been operating without power and now I see all the power in Christ. You say, “How do you see it?” In His resurrection. 

Why does he say the power of His resurrection? Because it was in His resurrection that He most graphically demonstrated the extent of His power. What other work of Christ is as powerful as that? None. Raising Himself out of the dead showed that He had power over the physical world and also over the spiritual world. He had power over the human realm and death and He had power over the demonic realm and all the demons who wanted to hold Him captive. You see the greatest display of power Jesus ever accomplished was His resurrection from the dead and Paul says that’s the kind of power I want to experience. That’s what he’s saying. Why did I trash this stuff and take Christ? Because of His power, His power. 

He knew His resurrection power in two ways, the first way it was resurrection power that saved him. 

Romans 6:3-4 (NIV)

4We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.

Paul has already experienced resurrection power in his salvation. Everyone who comes to Christ in a spiritual sense, we die with Christ, we rise again. So resurrection power is in us. But more than that, he wanted resurrection power to continue to be his resource. He wanted that power that he talks about many times in the epistles.

Romans 1:16 (KJV)

16For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

1 Corinthians 1:18 (NIV)

18For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

1 Corinthians 6:14 (NIV)

14By his power God raised the Lord from the dead, and he will raise us also.

You have the power to conquer temptation, the power for service to Christ, the power to overcome trials that makes you strong when you’re weak, the power for witnessing and boldness.


Colossians 1:10-12 (NIV)

10And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 11being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully 12giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light.

He wanted the expression of that power of which he spoke of in Ephesians 3:20 when he said,

Ephesians 3:20 (NIV)

20Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 

He said why did I take Christ and say no to this? Because in Christ there’s power, there’s power over sin, there’s power over temptation, there’s power for service, power for witness, power over trials. There’s power in my otherwise impotent life. That’s why I count it all loss for the power that’s in Christ.

What did he gain in Christ? The knowledge of Christ, the righteousness of Christ, the power of Christ.

Fourth, salvation also brought him fellowship with Jesus Christ. He says in verse 10 there’s something else that I consider gain, the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death. He had already been conformed to His death in the saving sense that when he believed in Christ he was buried with Him in baptism and rose to walk in newness of life as we saw in Romans 6, or noted a moment ago. He had already fellowshipped in the sufferings of Christ in a saving way. And I don’t want you to misunderstand that. When you’re saved somehow supernaturally God puts you in Christ and you die in Christ and you rise with Him. He had already experienced that kind of suffering. 

But what he has in mind here is something more. Not a saving union with Christ in His death and resurrection, but a fellowship, a partnership, a deep communion of suffering. What do you mean, Paul? What are you talking about? I’m talking about this, I’m talking about the fact that one of the things I gain in Christ is somebody to fellowship with when I suffer. Did you get that? Somebody to fellowship with when I suffer, somebody who has suffered far beyond any suffering I will ever know, far beyond any suffering I will ever feel or experience and I need a companion in my suffering. Any Christian on the face of the earth will tell you that the deepest moments of spiritual fellowship with the living Christ are the direct result of intense suffering. No question about it. Suffering always drives us to Christ. Why? Because we find there the comforting, sympathetic, merciful high priest who cares, the friend who feels our pain.


Hebrews 4:15 (NIV)

15For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are - yet was without sin.

He knows our weakness and our infirmities. And Paul is saying how blessed I am to be persecuted and to know that I am simply following the one who was persecuted before me and in whose fellowship I find comfort.

Christ was rejected. Christ was mocked and despised and hated and killed and Paul went through that too. And he said, “the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death.” Paul says in: 

2 Corinthians 12:10 (NIV)

10That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

Hey, it’s a sad world we live in, isn’t it? It’s only a question of when your pain is going to come and how intense it’s going to be. We all suffer it. And where do you go? Where do you go when you want real comfort? When you want partnership in suffering? Where do you go to have somebody feel what you feel? You go to Christ, don’t you? That’s the fellowship of sufferings.

One last thing. Salvation results in the glory of Jesus Christ. Verse 11, “and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.” You know what else I count gain? The attaining of resurrection. And by the way, the way he phrases this in the Greek, “and so, somehow, to attain,” it almost sounds like he feels a little insecure about it. That’s not insecurity, that’s humility. It never left him that he was unworthy. It never left him that he didn’t deserve it. But he says I long for the glory of Christ, the resurrection from the dead. He uses a word for resurrection never used anywhere else in the Bible. Literally, it says the “out resurrection,” it’s graphic. Then the phrase “from the dead,” it means from among the corpses. This is the way it reads literally, “I want to attain the out resurrection from among the corpses.” What’s that? It’s the Rapture. That’s the time when he goes to be with the Lord and he gets a new body, that’s what he’s talking. He’s talking about that moment, that twinkling of an eye when the dead in Christ shall rise and be changed in to incorruptibility. He’s talking about that moment when the dead in Christ rise and those that are alive caught up together to meet them in the air, 1 Corinthians 15, 1 Thessalonians chapter 4, he’s talking about resurrection day, the out resurrection from among the corpses, when believers are taken from among the rest of the dead corpses who aren’t raised until the end of the millennial kingdom. But believers are taken out and transformed into the image of Christ.

Philippians 3:20-21 (NIV)

20But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.
That’s what he wanted.

Ask yourself a question, what will you give in exchange for your soul? You see, Christ offers you knowledge of Him, righteousness, power, fellowship, glory. What are you going to hold on to that’s equal to that? And what good is it going to do if you gain the whole world and lose your soul? That’s the question. What do we gain in Christ? The knowledge of Christ. Theologians call that identification, identification. We gain the righteousness of Christ. Theologians call that justification. We gain the power of Christ. Theologians call that sanctification. We gain the suffering with Christ. Theologians call that participation. And we gain the glory of Christ. And we all call that glorification. That’s the pearl, that’s the treasure. The wise people sell all to make it theirs.

Pray
Thank You, Father, again for the great richness of truth that has come to our hearts. Thank You for the dear precious saints who love You and whom You love, who know you, who have Your righteousness, who are the possessors of Your power, who fellowship with You in the deep things of life and who will one day be glorified with You on Your very throne. Thank You for them. Thank You, Lord, for all that they mean to all of us as we share the richness of their life in the fellowship of this church. We thank You, Lord, for saving us. We thank You for the day when we too had our Damascus Road, maybe not as dramatic historically but equally dramatic internally for we too had to turn from all the rest of the stuff that we had accumulated in securities thinking that this would make us right with You and we said it’s trash and we took Christ. Thank You for that day. We pray that this might be that day for those who have never come to Christ, for those who are still trusting in their profit column, their assets, their human achievements, their sincerity, their morality, their religion. O God, may they see it for what it is, liability, dangerous damning deception and may they give themselves to Christ who is to us knowledge, righteousness, power, fellowship and glory. We pray in His dear name. Amen.
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