





A MESSAGE FOR MOTHERS








2 Timothy 1:1-7 (NKJV) ALL STANDING


1Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, according to the promise of life which is in Christ Jesus,


2To Timothy, a beloved son: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.


3I thank God, whom I serve with a pure conscience, as my forefathers did, as without ceasing I remember you in my prayers night and day,


4greatly desiring to see you, being mindful of your tears, that I may be filled with joy,


5when I call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am persuaded is in you also.


6Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands.


7For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.





Pray





There is no more influential or powerful role on earth than a mother's. As significant as political, military, educational, or religious public figures may be, none can compare to the impact made by mothers. Their words are never fully forgotten, and the memory of their presence lasts a lifetime. Abraham Lincoln was right: "No one is poor who had a godly mother." 





Yet, our current society puts down the role of motherhood. When was the last time you remember our society pulling for the highest, most important ideals? Mothers who are truly committed to the task of being mothers have been disrespected and ridiculed for years. As a result, many mothers let that negative propaganda get to them, and go to great lengths to cast themselves in the "supermom" mold that is honored and respected by our society. They throw themselves into demanding careers neglecting the privileged task of being a godly, influential mother. Being a Godly mother is the most meaningful thing you can do, and it'll produce rewards that will last far longer than anything any of us can ever do working at a one of the world's so-called "real jobs." 





Mothers, I want to encourage you today to commit and recommit yourselves to the privileged tasks God has entrusted you with.





The task of building a Godly home is shown in:





Proverbs 24:3-4 (NKJV)


Through wisdom a house is built, And by understanding it is established; By knowledge the rooms are filled With all precious and pleasant riches.





Wisdom, understanding, and knowledge, passed on to your children, so that they might build their lives on a foundation that is sufficient for all their needs.





There were once four scholars who were arguing over Bible translations. One said he preferred the King James Version because of its beautiful, eloquent old English. Another said he preferred the American Standard Bible for its literal treatment of the text. A third man preferred the Moffatt translation because of its quaint, penetrating use of words. After giving the issue further thought, the fourth scholar said, "I have personally always preferred my mother's translation." When the other scholars chuckled, he responded, "Yes she translated it. She translated each page of the Bible into life. It is the most convincing translation I ever saw." 





There was another man who saw such a translation of God's word in his lifetime. His name was Timothy, he lived in the first century, and it is to him that Paul's New Testament letters of 1 and 2 Timothy are addressed. Paul was Timothy's older friend and mentor. As Paul lay in a Roman dungeon, facing his impending death, he wrote to Timothy to encourage and challenge him about Timothy's own ministry that lay ahead of him. But 1 and 2 Timothy are also letters that are filled with nostalgia. Paul draws upon his memories and recalls the examples of faith and commitment that he observed in the life of his young friend Timothy. Paul reminisces about the way Timothy's faithfulness is largely a reflection of the examples and instruction which Timothy received from his mother and from his grandmother. And, in the process, I have found that Paul pinpoints five contributions a mother makes in her home. Five contributions that we'll consider this morning. 





2 Timothy 1:3-7 (NKJV


3I thank God, whom I serve with a pure conscience, as my forefathers did, as without ceasing I remember you in my prayers night and day,


4greatly desiring to see you, being mindful of your tears, that I may be filled with joy,


5when I call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am persuaded is in you also.


6Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands.


7For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.





This entire passage is an account of the influential contributions Timothy's mother made to him. The first contribution of mothers that is found here is Revealed Tenderness. Paul begins his reminiscing in v. 4 by saying that he " being mindful of your tears." And dads, let's face it. Most of us learn tenderness from our mothers, and from our children's mother. Your children learn tenderness from mom. Ideally, from your dad you'll discover the necessity of hard work, the significance of honesty, the importance of standing firm and being responsible; but we learn transparent tenderness from our mothers, and from our wives as they themselves become mothers. 





Charles Swindoll describes an event in his family's life that reminded him of the value of a tender mother: 





“Cynthia and I had gone to our church on a Friday evening to attend a parents' appreciation banquet . . . Just after the prayer had been offered for the meal, Cynthia got a little tap on her shoulder and one of those serving leaned over and whispered, "Your two younger children are at the door and want to see you." She went and conversed for a moment and then returned to the table, looking rather serious. She picked up her purse and got ready to leave . . . Without knowing all the details about the need, I said, "For a change, honey, why don't you just sit down and enjoy the banquet. I'll go instead." After hesitating ... she sat back down. I left, not knowing exactly what had happened. At the door I found two tearstained children with tiny red spots on their clothing. [Our nine-year-old, chuck, had a pet canary which had won its way into the heart of the family.] Within the last few days, Chuck had creatively strung some little string perches across the cage - in fact, he had gotten a little carried away and put perches all over the inside of the cage. Cynthia had told him, "You need to clip those off and give the bird more room." When we left for the banquet, he was looking for the scissors. Well ... in the process of cutting the strings, the little bird fluttered down too close to the scissors and, much to his surprise, Chuck clipped the bird's toe. The bird began to bleed [and] within less than a minute it gasped and fell to the floor - dead. 





The two children ... simply did not know what to do . . . They rode their bikes to the church to ask for help. When I arrived home with them, I picked up the little bird, wrapped it in tissue and went outside. We found a shovel and dug a deep hole. And with tearstained eyes, we placed that little bird in the ground and pushed the dirt over it. The three of us knelt there, arm in arm, and prayed. And yes, we wept. 





I relate this little story, not to show what a hero I was ... but to illustrate what our whole family has learned from Cynthia. It occurred to me later that evening that our little tribe has learned much of its tenderness from the mother in our home. It is she, much more than I, who taught our children to be demostrative, caring, and full of compassion. To grieve when they lose something or someone special to them. That little incident with the canary showed me what an influence she has had on all of us - especially old dad.”





Moms, that's one of your greatest contributions. Don't lose your tenderness. If you buy into the feminist message of today, you'll become masculine and militant, rough, harsh, even a little mean. But Timothy found tenderness in his home, and that is the first thing Paul remembers about him. He was man enough to shed tears. Where do you think he learned that? From Paul, his mentor? No, as great an example and teacher Paul was to Timothy, he could not outdo what Timothy's mother had done for him. 





There's more. The second contribution mothers make is Real-World Faith.





5when I call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am persuaded is in you also.





In v. 5 Paul refers to the "sincere faith" that has been passed down to Timothy from his mother Eunice. The word "sincere" here is a word that literally means "without hypocrisy." "Genuine." In essence, it's faith that has been applied realistically and consistently to the issues and situations of real life. Mothers, if you do nothing more than pour the words and facts about faith and truth into your children's heads, you're doing nothing more than their schools are doing, their friends are doing, even TV is doing. You have the privilege of being able to show your children where faith hits reality. 





Deuteronomy 6 gives a description of how we show our children how faith hits reality: 





Deuteronomy 6:20-25 (NKJV)


20“When your son asks you in time to come, saying, ‘What is the meaning of the testimonies, the statutes, and the judgments which the LORD our God has commanded you?’ 


21then you shall say to your son: ‘We were slaves of Pharaoh in Egypt, and the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand; 


22and the LORD showed signs and wonders before our eyes, great and severe, against Egypt, Pharaoh, and all his household. 


23Then He brought us out from there, that He might bring us in, to give us the land of which He swore to our fathers. 


24And the LORD commanded us to observe all these statutes, to fear the LORD our God, for our good always, that He might preserve us alive, as it is this day. 


25Then it will be righteousness for us, if we are careful to observe all these commandments before the LORD our God, as He has commanded us.’








Talk about your faith. Not simplistically, as if your children will never be old enough to understand; not technically, with the same old religious words that your children hear in Sunday School. Talk about it realistically. Like the people of Israel are commanded to do here in Deuteronomy 6. God has them tell their story. Not someone else's - theirs. And they tell how it's changed their lives. This kind of real-life faith is what you, mothers, should demonstrate to your children, through your actions as well as through your words. 





There's a story about a volunteer working with young children at a summer Christian camp. All the kids had grown up in church, and they all knew inside out all the church songs, church clichés, and religious words. Now, there's a long-time running joke about young people's church camps like this, that if you're ever asked a question that you don't know the answer to, just answer "Jesus" and you'll be right most of the time. Well, this group leader decided that he would loosen up his group of kids on the first day and get acquainted, so he said, "I'm going to ask some questions and you answer them." The kids didn't flinch. They had heard all the questions before, so they were ready. So the leader glanced outside at a tree, and then blurted out, "What's small and gray, has four legs, climbs trees, has a big bushy tail, and hides nuts for the winter?" Not a word came from anybody in the room. Nothing. A few frowned, looked at each other, but no one responded. He asked the same question again. Again, no answer. Finally, one brave little girl in the back raised her hand, and in all seriousness answered, "I think it's a squirrel, but I'll go ahead and say 'Jesus.'" Can you believe that a child could have a head so full of religious words and "church talk," and yet not be able to connect all that information to the real world in any kind of sensible way? Mothers, one of your major contributions is to be able to help your family make those connections. Realism. Let them know the "facts" of the truth - but, more importantly, let them know what the truth means, and how it "works" as well.





A crucial task of parents is to WITNESS by spoken words! Look at DEUT 6:20-25. Most of us - indeed, hopefully, ALL of us - would agree that God commands us as Christians to carry his word to the rest of the world - both through our lives and through our spoken words of witness. We have no problem with understanding Matt 28:19-20, Jesus' Great Commission, in the absolute literal sense that WE are to GO and make disciples of all people. And yet... It seems that one of the hardest places to APPLY that Commission is within the walls of our own homes. "Go ye into all your HOMES and make disciples of all those there." Can we do this? Can we read the Great Commission like this? Sadly, many parents can't. For whatever reason, they shy away from the act of proclaiming the Gospel message to their own children - fear of rejection? False assumptions about their children? 





But the message of Deut 6:20-25 is simple: When our children come to us with questions about God, church life, sin, whatever.. - TELL THEM! The answer God tells us to give here is not a patronizing, simplistic answer - it's not a "watered-down" version of the real truth. At times, you as parents might be tempted to answer that your children - or your children's children, as the case may be - are TOO YOUNG to fully understand who & what God is—they are too young to understand what it truly means to have FAITH in Christ, and to WORSHIP him and COMMIT to him - when the truth is, in many cases we adults could take a lesson or two from the kids around us. No, God commands that we be straightforward and unashamed in proclaiming to our children EXACTLY what God has done for US, and what he can do for THEM! What are we to tell them? This is what the people of Moses' day were commanded to tell their children: Tell how we were slaves in Egypt; how God raised up Moses to lead us out; how God faithfully led us through the desert, and led us toward the promised land of our inheritance. And you, too, good mothers and fathers, role models, teachers: When the children, or those who look to you for guidance, ask that question - -"What is the meaning of this or that?" - tell them that we too were like Pharaoh’s slaves in Egypt - that is, slaves to sin - and the Lord brought us out of that bondage, and has shown us many signs and wonders with his salvation, guidance, and protection; and that Lord has given us eternal life! And also: that he requires us to walk in his commandments, and to fear him - not "fear" as in terror, but "fear" as in awe, respect, and obedience. The message, then, to parents may be this: Don't shortchange your children! ..esp when it comes to sharing the Gospel! TELL them how we all enter life held under the grip of sin and are in dire need of God's help to get us out! And tell them how God loved us enough to offer us a way out, thru his son Jesus Christ. And tell them how God then expects us to respond to his love and his gracious sacrifice with a life of obedience to him. And tell them how this message has changed YOUR life personally. Be honest and open. An unspoken witness is important at home perhaps more than any other place - but just as a witness that's completely unspoken is an incomplete witness outside the home, the same is true inside the home. Your children, your nieces and nephews, your grandchildren need to hear from you the story of Jesus, the story of redemption and grace, the story of joy and peace that God has written on our behalf. We hear the expression many times, and it continues to be true: "Children aren't going to hear it anywhere else, if they don't hear it at home." If they don't learn the pure, complete truth of the Gospel message and the truth about our God, from you at home, where else will they be able to turn? Where else will they learn these things? At Sunday School, maybe? Possibly - but unless that one hour a week is backed up by the parents' witness during the rest of the week, it's possible that the one hour will be wasted. When they're older? Again, maybe - but what if it's too late then? No - the task of the parent NOW is to WITNESS. Tell them. And for the ways that you've told us that story in the past, for the ways you continue to witness to the truths of the Gospel to us today, mothers, we say: "Thank you." 





Just as Naomi in the Old Testament lived a life of witness to the God of Israel before her daughter-in-law Ruth, so are parents today called - so that our children may, like Ruth, be able to honestly say to us,





Ruth 1:16 (KJV)


16And Ruth said, Entreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God:





Truly, a Remarkable Faith given by a mother is a necessity of the Christian experience as to passing it on to the next generation.





A third contribution of mothers is given in v. 7. "For God has not given us a spirit of cowardice, but of power." This is Ready Confidence. The term for power is the Greek word "dunamos"  - the word from which we get "dynamite." The word suggests "inner might." Mothers, as you demonstrate this kind of inner strength, confidence that is ready to tackle life's needs, your child wil begin to sense security and confidence and will begin to demostrate the same kind of ready confidence himself or herself.





Harry and Ada Mae Day lived in a four-room adobe house with no running water and no electricity, hundreds of miles from the nearest city. There was no school within driving distance. It seemed that the future for their daughter Sandra was slim. But Ada Mae scrimped enough to subscribe to urban newspapers; she started an intense program of home schooling; later, she saved enough to send Sandra to the best boarding schools available to them. Sandra went on to Stanford, then to law school, and eventually Sandra Day O'Connor became the first woman Supreme Court justice in the United States. Intelligence and inner drive have much to do with that - but much of the credit must also go to the determined ready confidence of her mother, sitting in her adobe house at night, reading to her children hour after hour, not giving in to the "spirit of cowardice" that Paul describes here, but tapping into the "spirit of power" instead. Mothers, God's Holy Spirit can infuse your life with power unimaginable to you otherwise. Allow the Spirit to build you into a model of Ready Confidence in the face of life's obstacles.





Fourth, a mother contributes Remarkable Love. Paul says in v. 7 also that we have been given a spirit of "love." And this is not just any love - it's love that has to do with seeking the highest good of the other person. It's selfless. It's love that's done when it hurts, when you're tired. Love when it means discipline. When it means staying at the task longer than you anticipated. Love when it means caring in ways you had not planned, at times you had not planned. This is why we can only describe it as "remarkable" love. 


 


Is it not true that there are times when mothering wears thin? Think of the mothers with children you see in public, perhaps at church. Often they will look tired, perhaps hurried or worried. Perhaps their hair is in an unusual shape, not the way the mom had planned it to be - a testament to the fact that she has her hands full loving those young ones. But mothers, that remarkable love which you put forth for your children makes a difference. 





In The Velveteen Rabbit, the Skin Horse doesn't have any hair because, he says, it had all been "loved off." But how valuable he was! Mothers, do you feel this way? Do you feel that you're stuffing is coming out because of all the love you're dishing out to your children? That means you're making the contribution God desires for you to make! Mothers that are carefully kept, fragile, untouchable will turn out children that are fragile, untouchable, and selfish as well. What Remarkable Love you have shown us, mothers! 





And fifth, a mother contributes a Sound Mind. As in v. 7, God has given us a spirit of a "sound mind" that is balanced, consistent self-control. Dr. Stanley Coopersmith, in a study of normal middle-class boys, found that, consistently, children have higher esteem and become more successful and independent when they have a home where consistent discipline is present. It's been said that children need two pats on the back: One high enough to encourage them when they do right, and one low enough to discourage them when they do wrong. Dorothy Nolte says, "If a child lives with fairness, he learns justice." The only way to be fair to our children is to praise where praise is appropriate, and to discipline where discipline is appropriate. Mothers, fathers, for the ways that you have done this, and continue to do it, know that you are making a difference towards the future of their sound mind. 





Pray





Now, there's an objection that you might want to make as we look at these five contributions that you, mothers - and you, fathers, and teachers, and role models—can make. That is: "But I'm just one person. I can't do anything special." Understand this: Whenever you invest yourself in the life of another person, it's impossible to do it in a way that's not special. Who has been entrusted to your care today? A young child? An adult child? A student? A friend in need of wisdom and nurture? Will you commit today to make the contributions that God desires for you to make in that person's life?





INVITATION

















 












































