A Godly Mother

1 Samuel 1

1 Samuel 1:10 (NIV)

10In bitterness of soul Hannah wept much and prayed to the LORD.

About 1908, Miss Anna Jarvis of Philadelphia observed the first Mother’s Day on her own, wanting to celebrate the memory of her mother. And believing that other people would like to share her feelings, she began to lobby across the nation, really a nation-wide campaign to get the whole country to be alerted to the need for a Mother’s Day. And six years later, in 1914, the Congress and the President agreed that our nation should celebrate Mother’s Day and it is now a tradition, a heritage. It’s reached beyond our nation to other nations of the world as well.

In the day of Miss Anna Jarvis, history records that there were few shameful mothers in America. Maybe few in 1908 but not so few today. What is the state of motherhood in America? Are mothers still the pride of this land?

It’s a shame that motherhood doesn’t seem to fit with the year 2002 in America. It certainly doesn’t fit with millions of abortions, mothers killing their children. It certainly doesn’t fit with a couple million divorces and mothers abandoning their children. It doesn’t fit with nearly a quarter of all babies being born illegitimate so that they have no home, no family as families were meant to be. It certainly doesn’t fit with millions of not only battered children but also sexually abused children, the victims of the anger of their mothers. 

But it all seems so out of date and so irrelevant to women who have decided that the real role of a woman is a career. In fact, I think the only thing that really remains of Mother’s Day is commercialism. Mother’s Day is not being driven by the children who love their mothers but it is being driven by people who love their money. Motherhood in our day has been frankly devastated. It is mocked. Marriage is desecrated. Parental responsibility is shirked. Children are massacred by abortion. Mothers exercise selfishness in their work and in their play to fulfill their own satisfaction with small regard for their children whom they largely ignore. 

But God’s standard hasn’t changed. And it is fitting that we take another look at what God intends motherhood to be, the highest calling a woman will ever know. 


Titus 2:3-5 (NIV)

3Likewise, teach the older women to be reverent in the way they live, not to be slanderers or addicted to much wine, but to teach what is good. 4Then they can train the younger women to love their husbands and children, 5to be self-controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, and to be subject to their husbands, so that no one will malign the word of God.

That’s been God’s standard all along. This is the design for women. It all started with Sarah who was a gift from a God to Abram, Sarah a model of faith, Sarah a model of obedience, Sarah who given a child late in life nonetheless demonstrated the faith and the sanctity of life that makes marriage and motherhood what it ought to be.

There was the example of Rachel whose last words before her life passed from her body were at the giving of birth to one of her children whom she named Ben-Oni, a child of grief.

There was Jochebed and Miriam who fought for the life of Moses.

Deborah called by God a mother in Israel.

Ruth, the gentle sweet spirit who loved and sacrificed and was blessed to be the mother of Obed, who bore Jesse who bore David of whose seed the Messiah came.

And there was Elizabeth, that sweet gracious mother of the greatest prophet who ever lived, John the Baptist.

Of course there was Mary, the mother of our Lord.

But when the Bible details the honor due to a mother, no more detail is given to anyone beyond Hannah. We meet her in 1 Samuel 1. Hannah, her name means grace and indeed she is the emblem of the grace of womanhood. She became a mother by faith. She first appears as 1 Samuel opens as a childless woman. Then she becomes a mother, the mother of one of the greatest men who ever walked the earth, Samuel. And as you see the account of the birth of Samuel, you note the profile of a godly mother. 

As the book opens, it is the period of the Judges. There is no king in Israel as yet. It is a time of turmoil; it is a time of confusion. It is a time when Israel is vulnerable to the Philistines. It is a time when they are morally corrupt. It is a time when their religion has grown cold. And it is a time for a great man to rise and take the leadership of the nation. With the death of Samson the country was divided and leaderless. The Philistines were hanging on the edge. The priesthood was corrupt. Moral scandals were rampant among the family of the priests. The nation was weak. And the worst of all, 


1 Samuel 3:1 (NIV)

1… In those days the word of the LORD was rare; there were not many visions.
God even had nothing to say. The nation needed a great leader, a great man. And God needed a great woman to shape that great man. And Samuel, one of the greatest men who ever walked the earth, was not only the product of the work of God but also the product of a godly mother. And she gave to her nation and the world the greatest legacy a woman can ever give, a godly child.

1 Samuel 1:1-2 (NIV)

1There was a certain man from Ramathaim, a Zuphite from the hill country of Ephraim, whose name was Elkanah son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an Ephraimite. 2He had two wives; one was called Hannah and the other Peninnah. Peninnah had children, but Hannah had none.


He was married to two women, Peninnah and Hannah.

As we are introduced to this story, I want us to note three things that profile a godly mother. She had a right husband relationship. She had a right heavenly relationship. And she had a right home relationship. Those three things stand out and profile her for us.

First of all, let’s consider her right husband relationship. And may I say that this is at the very outset essential for you to understand. The most important relationship in a family in raising godly children is not the relationship between the parents and the children, it’s the relationship between the mother and the father. What you communicate to your children by your relationship dominates their thinking. They are learning about human relationships from the two of you. They are learning about virtue, they are learning about sin. They are learning about love. They are learning about forgiveness. They’re learning about sympathy. They’re learning about understanding. They’re learning about compassion. They’re learning about virtue. They’re learning about honesty and integrity. They’re watching and far more important than your relationship to your child in the long run is the relationship you have to your spouse that’s projected to your child. And so at the very outset the Word of God is clear to tell us the relationship between Hannah and Elkanah.

Now first of all, let me say that it wasn’t a perfect relationship. So, ladies, you want to start out by realizing you’re not married to a perfect man. That’s a given. I want you to understand what the Scripture says. Hannah was married to a polygamist. Now I don’t know how that would sit with you as a woman, but I can guess. And I can also tell you that it didn’t sit any better with Hannah than it does with you, to have a rival in the house, to have another wife in the house. And worst of all, she is producing boys and girls and Hannah has none and so she is the unfruitful, unproductive wife who cannot give to her husband that which her heart most longs to give.

He wasn’t a perfect man. The very fact that he was a polygamist indicates his imperfection. But understand this, this is a primitive time and polygamy was a part of human culture but it was never God’s design, never. God always designed one man, one woman leaving their parents joining together for life and becoming one flesh, from Genesis on. But human society was rife with polygamy. So it was in the ancient world. 

And so, Elkanah created for Hannah a very difficult situation. We don’t know the details but it may well have been that he went on to marry Peninnah because of Hannah’s barrenness and in order to produce a generation who could then possess his inheritance. And so that would even make the pain deeper because Peninnah came to do in that union what Hannah could not do. Not a perfect relationship, but nonetheless a good one, a right one. Let me show you why.

First of all, they shared worship. 


1 Samuel 1:3 (NIV)

3Year after year this man went up from his town to worship and sacrifice to the LORD Almighty at Shiloh, where Hophni and Phinehas, the two sons of Eli, were priests of the LORD.

It doesn’t mean he went once a year, it meant that every year he went. In fact he went at least three times a year; the Feast of Booths, the Feast of Weeks, and the Feast of Tabernacles, those feasts had to be celebrated. In this particular time in 1 Samuel the place of worship was at Shiloh because that’s where the Ark of the Covenant was located before it was transferred to Jerusalem. So at least those three times a year all men had to go and do that, he did that. He was a worshiping man. And he went and offered his sacrifice to the Lord.

Elkanah was a godly man and a true worshiper and the priest’s sons. He was a worshiping man. Hannah had a believing husband. She had a devout husband. She had a worshiper. He was not perfect. But in spite of all of that he was a man who believed in God, a man who worshiped God. To put it simply, she had a believing husband. And that’s the first prerequisite for raising godly children.

I encourage you, as I always have, young ladies, when you get married, marry one who loves the Lord Jesus Christ because you need that spiritual headship. That’s why way back in the Pentateuch, the first set of books written, when God was establishing the laws for His people, in chapter 7 of Deuteronomy He said,

Deuteronomy 7:1-3 (NIV)

1When the LORD your God brings you into the land you are entering to possess and drives out before you many nations—the Hittites, Girgashites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites, seven nations larger and stronger than you—2and when the LORD your God has delivered them over to you and you have defeated them, then you must destroy them totally. Make no treaty with them, and show them no mercy. <and here it is> 3Do not intermarry with them. Do not give your daughters to their sons or take their daughters for your sons, 4for they will turn your sons away from following me to serve other gods, and the LORD’S anger will burn against you and will quickly destroy you.

Stay away from mixed marriages.


Ezra 9:10-14 (NIV)

10“But now, O our God, what can we say after this? For we have disregarded the commands 11you gave through your servants the prophets when you said: ‘The land you are entering to possess is a land polluted by the corruption of its peoples. By their detestable practices they have filled it with their impurity from one end to the other. 12Therefore, do not give your daughters in marriage to their sons or take their daughters for your sons. Do not seek a treaty of friendship with them at any time, that you may be strong and eat the good things of the land and leave it to your children as an everlasting inheritance.’ 13“What has happened to us is a result of our evil deeds and our great guilt, and yet, our God, you have punished us less than our sins have deserved and have given us a remnant like this. 14Shall we again break your commands and intermarry with the peoples who commit such detestable practices? Would you not be angry enough with us to destroy us, leaving us no remnant or survivor? 

If you go back and intermarry, you’re going to lose everything. Don’t do that. You come into the New Testament, in 1 Corinthians Paul says. 


1 Corinthians 7:39 (NIV)

39A woman is bound to her husband as long as he lives. But if her husband dies, she is free to marry anyone she wishes, but he must belong to the Lord.


2 Corinthians 6:14 (NIV)

14Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?

Ephesians 6:4 (NIV)

4Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.

And how can parents, Ephesians 6:4, raise their children in the training and instruction of the Lord if one of them is an unbeliever? God’s purpose is that the godly marry the godly for the sake of the next generation.

Starting out then, they had a shared worship. It is so vital. How you worship communicates volumes of information to your children.

Secondly, they not only had a right relationship in their marriage because of worshiping together, but secondly, they shared love. Notice verse 4. 


1 Samuel 1:4-5 (NIV)

4Whenever the day came for Elkanah to sacrifice, he would give portions of the meat to his wife Peninnah and to all her sons and daughters. 5But to Hannah he gave a double portion because he loved her <Stop at that point>
He didn’t love Peninnah. That’s the implication. Peninnah was there to produce the children that Hannah couldn’t have. Peninnah was there to create a future for his family, his inheritance. But Hannah was the one he loved and he made no attempt to hide that. And when they went to offer their sacrifices, they would go to offer peace offerings and they would offer the offering on the altar there. The priest would take a small part, the most of it would come back to the family and they’d have a feast. And when passing out the feast, he would give a double portion to Hannah because she was the one he loved. This was a gesture in the east to an honored guest. She was the one who had his heart. And it was not just the love of emotion, it was the love of kindness and the love of thoughtfulness and the love of sacrifice, the love of honor. He loved her. And this love was her security. Men, if you don’t know it yet you ought to know it, a woman’s security is in your love for her, not in your bank account, not in a fancy house, not in new furniture, not in a retirement plan. A woman finds her security in your love and it needs to be demonstrated so frequently that there’s never a question about it. People wonder often why people tend to be suspicious of their husbands and wondering if they might have some other attraction or be fooling around with some other person, and the reason is because it’s so deeply rooted in a woman that her security is in the love of her man. And that’s the way it was with Elkanah and Hannah. And she was secure in his love because he took the time to demonstrate his love to her in very public ways. They shared love and thus she was secure in that love. And she needed that, especially since he had another wife. Now you wouldn’t like that one bit and neither did she and she needed that security of love.

First, they shared worship, secondly, they shared love and Thirdly, they shared feelings. Look at verse 5 and 6. 


1 Samuel 1:5-6 (NIV)

5But to Hannah he gave a double portion because he loved her, and the LORD had closed her womb. 6And because the LORD had closed her womb, her rival kept provoking her in order to irritate her.

Twice it says the Lord had closed her womb. What it’s trying to say is this isn’t Hannah’s problem, the Lord did this. The Lord closed her womb. And this Peninnah would harass her, you know, that kind of thing, “Too bad you can’t have any children, Hannah.” Just sticking the knife in. And it happened year after year as often as she went up to the house of the Lord, she would provoke her so she wept and wouldn’t eat. Here she goes to the big feast. Elkanah is sympathetically lovingly giving her a double portion. She won’t eat anything cause on the other side of the table Peninnah’s really rubbing it in that she has no children.’


1 Samuel 1:7-8 (NIV)

7This went on year after year. Whenever Hannah went up to the house of the LORD, her rival provoked her till she wept and would not eat. 8Elkanah her husband would say to her, “Hannah, why are you weeping? Why don’t you eat? Why are you downhearted? Don’t I mean more to you than ten sons?”

Why is Hannah a godly woman? I’ll tell you. She has a right husband relationship. They shared worship. They shared love and they shared feelings.

Secondly, as you profile a godly mother, Hannah not only had a husband relationship she had a right heavenly relationship. She knew where to go with her problem, right to the Lord. And there are several virtues that come out of this aspect. First of all, she had a passion for the Lord’s best. What do I mean by that? She wanted a child. She desperately wanted a child. She wanted a child so much that she wept and fasted. Her heart was broken over the fact that she could not have a child, but she didn’t have a selfish motive, she didn’t want a child to fulfill her own need for love. She wanted a child to give to God. She wanted a child because she knew that was God’s best for a woman. Children are, after all, an inheritance from the Lord. And it is God who opens the womb of a mother and makes her heart rejoice.

She desired a child because she wanted God’s best. She wanted to honor and glorify God. And what I’m saying to you is that a truly godly mother is not a reluctant mother, not a mother who finds a child an intrusion, not a mother who will postpone the birth of a child as long as possible so that child doesn’t crowd her schedule and become upset when finding out that some contraception was ineffective. A godly mother longs to have a child. And has she no child, she weeps. It is not a whim. It is not an act of self-indulgence to prove her womanhood, it is that she knows this is God’s best for women and that her heart is unfulfilled.

So she was characterized by passion for God’s best. Secondly, she was characterized by prayer. She knew where to go, and look at verse 9.


1 Samuel 1:9-11 (NIV)

9Once when they had finished eating and drinking in Shiloh, Hannah stood up. Now Eli the priest was sitting on a chair by the doorpost of the LORD’S temple. 10In bitterness of soul Hannah wept much and prayed to the LORD. <She is just crushed. And she made a promise, a vow. “O Lord,” <and then she goes on to make her vow>
But notice this about this godly woman. She was a woman of prayer. It’s a beautiful characteristic. She understood that God was the source of children. She understood that God alone could alter her sterility. Her distinctive virtue was her faith, constant faith. 


1 Samuel 1:12 (NIV)

12As she kept on praying to the LORD …

Constant. She remained there. She stayed there. Her heart was broken. She was pouring out her prayers. This is the spirit of true prayer. Hannah slipped into the sanctuary of God and she began to pour out her heart in honest open faith, totally dependent on God and given to prayer. She knew it was God alone who would weave life in the womb. So her passion turned to prayer. This speaks of her right heavenly relationship. She knew where to go with her problems. 

Thirdly, she was a woman of promise. Not only of passion and prayer but a promise. 


1 Samuel 1:11 (NIV)

11And she made a vow, saying, “O LORD Almighty, if you will only look upon your servant’s misery and remember me <It doesn’t mean He didn’t know who she was but remember me in the sense of my longing for a child>, and not forget your servant but give her a son, then I will give him to the LORD for all the days of his life, and no razor will ever be used on his head.”

So she promised God, I’ll give You this child, I just want to be fulfilled as a mother, I just want to raise a godly son to give back to Your glory. And if You give him to me I’ll give him back. This is her promise, to present her child to God. That’s the essence of a godly mother. While praying for a child she prays for that child not for a wrong reason but a right reason, to turn that child back to God from where the child came. That’s the essence of a godly mother, to give the child to God, to give the child to God.

The next thing we see about Hannah was her purity. Eli was the high priest. But I’ve got to tell you, he was really a lousy high priest. And nothing could be said about his discernment, either. 


1 Samuel 1:12-17 (NIV)

12As she kept on praying to the LORD, Eli observed her mouth. 13Hannah was praying in her heart, and her lips were moving but her voice was not heard. <She wasn’t speaking out loud, only her lips were moving. Have you ever had that experience where you’re really talking in your heart but your lips are moving, though not a sound was heard> Eli thought she was drunk 14and said to her, “How long will you keep on getting drunk? Get rid of your wine.” 15“Not so, my lord,” Hannah replied, “I am a woman who is deeply troubled. I have not been drinking wine or beer; I was pouring out my soul to the LORD. <So Eli was sitting there watching her and she was in there pouring out her heart and weeping and crying. And she was speaking in her heart> 16Do not take your servant for a wicked woman; I have been praying here out of my great anguish and grief.” <Then Eli hearing such a lucid answer answered and said> 17… “Go in peace, and may the God of Israel grant you what you have asked of him.”

It’s sort of a mild apology. But he mistook her for being drunk. I’m not that kind of person. She was a virtuous woman; she was a woman of virtue. She was a godly woman; she was a pure woman.

So, what do we learn about this woman? She had a right heavenly relationship. She had the passion for God’s best. She prayed in faith to God. She makes a promise to God and shows the motive of her heart. And now we find her purity. She is a woman who is not at all associated with people who are wicked.

That’s the pattern. She has a right relationship with her husband, they share worship, they share love and they share deep feelings for each other. She has a right relationship with heaven. Her passions are God’s passions. She is a woman of prayer. She is a woman of faith. She is a woman of purity. And finally, she had a right home relationship.

1 Samuel 1:19-22 (NIV)

19Early the next morning they arose and worshiped before the LORD <Husband and wife worshiping in the morning, isn’t that beautiful? Together worshiping the Lord> and then went back to their home at Ramah. Elkanah lay with Hannah his wife, and the LORD remembered her. 20So in the course of time Hannah conceived and gave birth to a son. She named him Samuel, saying, “Because I asked the LORD for him.” <Samuel means heard by God> 21When the man Elkanah went up with all his family to offer the annual sacrifice to the LORD and to fulfill his vow, 22Hannah did not go. She said to her husband, “After the boy is weaned, I will take him and present him before the LORD, and he will live there always.”
Now wait a minute. That’s a couple of years. Maybe three years? I don’t know exactly how long Hannah nursed little Samuel, but several years surely. Hannah did not go. Why? She was dedicated to the child. When God gave the child, she was dedicated to the child.

And boy, once that child came, Hannah said “I will not forsake my time with this child.” I won’t leave this child for several weeks. I won’t take this little child along and make it uncomfortable because they would necessarily walk. The child needs sleep and the child needs the gentleness of home, the quietness of a nursing environment. Boy, it’s a long way from what we see today, isn’t it? Women having babies and a couple of months later slamming the baby in some care center and taking off for the job. Not Hannah. Totally committed to stay in the home until that little life was trained, till that little life was nursed and loved and cherished and instructed in those formative years when 90 percent of personality is inbred, wanting to speak to that little one of the truth of God, preparing for the time when the little one would be deposited in the temple itself. The child must have been at least three years old. Those were such important times, such important times, the little one learning from his mother and loved by his mother. 

Such was the testimony of Samuel in the years that Hannah dedicated herself to him. No higher calling on the face of the earth in human life than that kind of devotion from a mother to a child. She not only dedicated herself to the child, but secondly, she dedicated her child to the Lord. 
To be a godly mother involves a right husband relationship, a right heavenly relationship and a right home relationship. Hannah had all of that. God honored it. And she gives us a model to follow.

In closing let me ask a couple of questions. What does this say and how do we apply this? First of all, ask yourself, are you a godly mother? Are you preparing to be a godly mother? Are you, if you are already an older woman, preparing younger women to be godly mothers? And to men I say, are you creating the environment in which your wife’s godliness can have its best effect? And are you raising sons who will lead their wives to be godly mothers? And to you young people I say, are you honoring your mother? Are you obeying your mother? If God has given you a godly mother, God has given you the best of gifts. No mother is perfect but when they love the Lord Jesus Christ and have passed that on to you, they have given you the greatest thing they could give. Are you thankful?

The hope for our society really rests in what happens in the next generation and that is so much in the hands of godly women. Let’s bow together in prayer.

Father, we thank You this morning for what You have shared with us again through the leading of Your Spirit in the teaching of Your Word. Bless the mothers of this congregation. Forgive them, Lord, as I know You do for their short comings, even as You forgive us fathers for ours. Strengthen them all. Those that desire to be mothers, keep them moving that they might be finally in that place where they can be a godly mother. Those that are presently mothers, may they look to the virtues that are exemplified in Hannah. To those who are beyond that, their children grown and gone, may they instruct the younger ones. And, God, we just pray that You will give children to godly women, children who will be raised to stand strong, to walk with faith and courage, to raise a yet second generation who will live to Your glory if Jesus tarries. Father, to this end we pray with thanksgiving, for Christ’s sake. Amen. 

Are you faithful? Are you faithful to come and meet with God’s redeemed people week in and week out? Are you faithful to make the Word of God the priority in your life? Are you faithful that prayer should have a high place in your experience spiritually? Are you faithful to live what you affirm that you believe? In other words, the attitude of your spiritual devotion is communicating Christianity to your children that they will have a hard time overcoming, if it in fact is less than it ought to be.
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