Pressing Towards the Goal

Part 3

Philippians 3:18-19

You know from this particular text that the heart of the section is found in verse 14. Paul says, "I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus." Paul says I pursue the prize, I press toward the goal.

Philippians 3:18-19 (NIV)
18For, as I have often told you before and now say again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is on earthly things.
Pray
We have noted all along that the prize and the goal is the same thing, it is to be like Jesus Christ. That was the single focus of Paul's life. 

Philippians 3:8 (NKJV)
8Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ

Philippians 3:13-14 (NKJV)
13Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 14I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.
Everything in our Christian experience can be boiled down to this one great truth...the goal of my life is to be like Christ. Everything else spins off of that. All my service, all my relationships, all my worship, everything spins off of being like Christ. If I am like Christ I will worship God in the way He worshiped God. If I am like Christ I will serve God in the way He served God. If I am like Christ, I will relate to people in the love in which He related to people.

In other words, the simple focus of my life is to be like Christ. I must let the word about Christ dwell in me richly.

2 Corinthians 3:18 (NKJV)
18But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.
That is why I must gaze at the glory of Christ, 2 Corinthians 3:18, so that I can be changed into his image.

Galatians 4:19 (NKJV)
19My little children, for whom I labor in birth again until Christ is formed in you,

That is why Christ must be fully formed in me, Galatians 4:19. That is why if I say I abide in Him I must walk the way He walked, 1 John 2. I'm to be like Christ. This is the goal of my life.

So the goal of my life as a Christian is outside of me, it is not in me, it is outside of me, it is beyond me. I am not preoccupied with myself, I am preoccupied with becoming like Christ. And that is something that only the Holy Spirit can do as I focus on Christ. I focus on Him and the Spirit transforms me into His image.

There are many devastating things that have encroached upon the pure understanding of this truth in the church.

Humanistic psychology has had a devastating effect on Christians, that man exists for his own satisfaction and that man must have all of his perceived needs and desires met to be happy.

Humanism says that the goal of life is to have all of my wants fulfilled, all of my desires accomplished, all of my needs met. Man will be happy, say the psychologists, man will be content, man will be satisfied when his desires are met, when his longings are met, when his needs are met, when he is fulfilled.

Contemporary presentations of the gospel have sucked up this humanistic psychology and philosophy. And you have the good news of self-worth, the good news of the value of you as a person, the good news of security, the good news of significance, the good news of prosperity, of health, wealth and happiness, the psychological gospel, the prosperity gospel.

So if I've got a problem in my life, I have to discover that problem, iron out that problem, solve that problem. If I have dissatisfaction in my life, I've got to get satisfaction in that area. If I am not able to accomplish everything that is in me, all my desires aren't being met, somehow I'll never be fulfilled until all of those perceived needs are met. That has encroached upon the church in a major way so that much of preaching, teaching, writing today has to do with problems and needs and satisfaction and fulfillment of one's own personal desires.

Now this kind of need mentality leads to a man-centered theology, a man-centered salvation. The goal of Christian living has become for many Christians getting my needs met, being fulfilled, being happy, having a good self-image, a high standard of self-worth, etc., resolving all my conflict, eliminating all my problems and I am focused on that. The satisfaction of my perceived need is the goal of my salvation and the goal of my sanctification. 

This is totally opposed to what the Bible teaches. The satisfaction of human need is neither the goal of salvation nor is it the goal of sanctification.

The goal of my life is not to make sure I'm satisfied but to make sure God is satisfied, that's the goal of my life.

Man becomes central rather than Christ. This is a major change.

A.W. Tozier said, "Faith looks out instead of in and the whole of life falls into line," end quote. 

John 6:51 (NKJV)
51I am the living bread which came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread that I shall give is My flesh, which I shall give for the life of the world.”
John 8:12 (NKJV)
12Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.”
John 10:9 (NKJV)
9I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture.

John 10:11 (NKJV)
11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep.

John 11:25 (NKJV)
25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live.

John 14:6 (NKJV)
6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.
John 15:5 (NKJV)
5“I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.

Now in the Christian life we are pressing toward a goal. That goal is not the satisfaction of my own needs. That goal is not the satisfaction of my own desire for greater significance, that is not the goal of my life. The goal of my life is to be like Christ. 

Now let me approach this from another angle, as well. I have never met a successful person who was not committed to reaching goals. The people who impact the world are pursuers. They're winners. They're competitors. They know what it is, and listen to this, to ignore personal comfort to reach a goal outside themselves. They make incredible sacrifices for the wrong reasons to reach the wrong goals. But the people who leave an imprint on society are not the kind of people whose lives are consumed with making sure their own needs are met, even from a human viewpoint, to say nothing from a spiritual viewpoint.

The people who leave an impact on the church and the world are those who have a spiritual goal, on which they are focused, that goal of being like Jesus Christ. They pursue that with little thought of the conditions of their own human life. That's Paul.

Philippians 3:13-14 (NKJV)
13Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead,14I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

That's what made him great. It was that ability to be so totally focused on a goal.

Now, what are the necessary elements in doing this? What are the necessary elements? What do we have to have? What will help us in pursuing the prize?

We must follow after examples. 

Philippians 3:17
Brethren, join in following my example and observe those who walk according to the pattern you have in us.

State the Mountain Climber as a model.

Christ is the perfect model. Christ is the pattern of perfection. But Paul and others are the patterns of the pursuit of that perfection. I see in Christ what I want to be, but I cannot see in Christ how to get there. Why? Because Christ didn't follow some path to perfection, He was always perfect. 

Now we're right in the heart of discipleship. That's what we're all about. We need a human pattern to follow. Beloved, here is the essence of the matter of church leadership. What is church leadership? I'll tell you simply what it is, it is not just speaking the Word and preaching the Word, it is being the model that people can follow in the pursuit of Christ's likeness. That's the high calling. That is why leadership in the church is so highly regarded in the Scripture, and that is why a person's life has to be above reproach and blameless because that person is the pattern of pursuing Christ's likeness the people are asked to follow.

Now flip that over, there's a negative side. That takes us to point two. Not only are we to follow after examples, but two, we are to flee enemies. We are to flee enemies. Paul is always concerned about this.

Philippians 3:18 (NIV)
18For, as I have often told you before and now say again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ.
Now what's he saying? He's saying, "Follow my example and the people who live the way I live in the pursuit of the prize, you follow us because so many others are the enemies of the cross of Christ." And now he says, "Many are the enemies of Christ." The word "many," do you see it in verse 18? Many...not a few, many, they're everywhere.

Now, beloved, here's the challenge in the church, listen carefully. Here is the challenge, do you realize the exposure that enemies of the cross of Christ find for themselves today through radio, television, books, and so forth? You have to be very careful and very discerning not to follow someone who is masquerading as a friend and is really an enemy of the cross. So in verses 18 and 19, and I want us to focus on this, he introduces us to the enemies of the cross of Christ. 

Now let me suggest to you here that the implication of the text is that these people are not stated as enemies. They don't come down the road saying, "We're against the cross, we're against Christ, we deny His work on the cross, we deny salvation by grace through faith, etc." They don't do that. Anybody who does that is not a threat, right? That kind of a person you can spot immediately, someone who denies Christ, denies His work on the cross, that's not subtle enough to threaten the church. But these are people who say they are the friends of Christ and the cross of Christ, who advocate Christ, who identify with Christ, whose names are on the church roll, who want spiritual leadership, but they are the enemies of the cross of Christ. They're very subtle. It takes discernment to recognize them.

Matthew 7:15-16 (NKJV)
15“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. 16You will know them by their fruits…
You find it all through the book of Acts. You find it in Paul's epistles as he warns to stay away from false teachers. Peter gives an entire epistle, 2 Peter, to the unmasking of false teachers. Jude is concerned about it. John is concerned about it in his three epistles. It is all through the Scripture.

He has to tell the Philippians that they are enemies of the cross of Christ because they're very subtle. 

If you have a lack of precise biblical teaching, as we do today, if you have a lack of precise clear doctrine, as we do today, you have a lack of precise clear thinking. And if you have a lack of precise clear thinking, you cannot have discernment. And so people are victimized by the widespread exposure of those who in truth are enemies of the cross of Christ.

Now you say, "Well now who are these enemies of the cross of Christ that Paul is so grieved about? Who are they?" He doesn't tell us but today, we'll reduce it down to two options. They're either Jews or Gentiles.

If they were Jews we could surmise that they were Jews who somehow identified with the church and yet were still enemies of the cross. What kind of Jews would those be? Those would be the Jews known as the...remember?...Judaizers. And what was their agenda? They didn't deny Christ and they didn't deny the gospel, they just said it was insufficient to save.

It didn't go far enough. You had to be circumcised, physical surgery, and you had to keep the Mosaic law. So they said Christ plus the law. We accept Christ, we believe in His death, we believe in His resurrection, but that's not enough to save, you have to add circumcision, you have to add the keeping of the law, the ritual. They say Christ did what He did but it isn't enough, you have to add some other works. That is an enemy of the cross of Christ.

We are saved by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ plus nothing. We believe in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ and by that faith God imputes forgiveness and righteousness to us. But these Judaizers said that's not enough, you've got to add to that.

Does that sound familiar to you? Any of you who were raised say in Roman Catholicism would experience that kind of thinking. No one in Roman Catholicism would deny Christ, they wouldn't even deny the deity of Christ, they wouldn't deny the cross of Christ, they wouldn't deny that He died as a substitute for sin, they wouldn't deny the resurrection, but they would say that's not sufficient, you must do certain works. You must accomplish certain spiritual deeds. You have to earn your way in. They would talk about grace and yet they're very definite works by which you earn favor with God. That's another form of a Judaizing. Anybody who comes along and says, "Well, yes, we believe in Christ and we believe that He died," and all of that, "but you have to keep the law," that's the same error. 

Some of you, perhaps, have been exposed to Herbert W. Armstrong, the Worldwide Church of God, that is a group that believes in all of the facts of the gospel but you are saved by keeping the law. The cross is not sufficient. They are not friends of the cross, they are enemies of the cross because anything that adds anything to the cross obliterates the cross.

So the enemies of the cross don't necessarily deny the cross, they add to it...like the Judaizers did.

The Gentiles, too, could be the enemies of the cross. There were in the church groups of people who said, "Yes, we believe in Christ, we believe in the gospel of Christ, we believe that He died for our sins and all of that," but they had a dualistic philosophy. They later became known as the Gnostics. They believed in that dualistic viewpoint that says spirit is good and matter is evil. So we are Christians in the spirit. Your flesh is matter, therefore your flesh is evil therefore what your body does (or you do) doesn't matter at all.

Since it is going to be evil no matter what you do, don't worry about it. Be a glutton, be a homosexual, be a fornicator, be an adulterer, be a drunkard, it doesn't matter, it only effects the body not the spirit. "Sure, I'm a Christian, I received Jesus, He changed my spirit but it's inconsequential how I live, I live anyway I want to live."

Hebrews 10:24-25 (NKJV)
24And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, 25not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.

1 Peter 2:13 (KJV)

13Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme;

Colossians 3:8 (NKJV)
8But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth.

Colossians 3:9 (NKJV)
9Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds,

This kind of theology says, "Well yes, I believe in the gospel, but you don’t have to do any more" does the opposite of what the Jews did. The Jews said it's the gospel plus, the Gentiles said it's the gospel minus. So they subtract from while the Judaizers added to. They both take one narrow extreme of the Gospel and believe in it, but they ignore the rest of the Gospel and they add and subtract.

Beloved, watch out. Watch out for the people who come along and are the legalists who add all the stuff. Watch out for the people who come along and are the Gentiles who subtract the virtue.

Philippians 3:19 (NKJV)
19whose end is destruction, whose god is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame - who set their mind on earthly things.

“Whose end is destruction“ means that these people are really not saved. This refers to their ultimate destiny. Anything beyond Christ is a damning belief

Secondly, you see the deity they serve. In verse 19, "Whose God is their appetite." It simply means their sensual desires, they're driven by their desires, their drives, they're sensual. They live off of unrestrained sensual pleasure. That's so typical of false leaders who are the Gentiles, who name the name of Jesus, say we're the friends of the cross, but in truth are the enemies of the cross headed for destruction and you can tell they are because they have some kind of a gospel that has no virtue in it, no holiness in it, no transformation in it, no love of godliness in it. And they're driven by their sensual desire.

And then thirdly he says the disgrace that they bear, whose glory is in their shame. The word glory here means boast. What this means is they boast about what they should be ashamed of. The very thing that should shame them, they boast in it. It's incredible.

On the other hand, the Judaizer is boasting in his self-effort which shames him, this person is boasting in his sin that should shame him. They're proud of their shameful life style.

And then finally, the disposition they display in verse 19, "Who set their minds on earthly things." In the case of the Judaizers, they're into the earthly ceremonies, rituals, and stuff that is nothing more than earthly symbol. In the case of the Gentiles, they are obsessed with stuff in the world, houses and cars and money and bank accounts and trips and self-enhancement and wardrobes and accumulating stuff.

You ought to be able to tell the enemies of the cross. Don't listen to what they say, look closely. Do they add to the gospel and say it's not enough, you need this to be saved? Do they take away and say it's too much, it's too much, all you have to do is believe? It doesn't matter how you live, it's only the flesh? Beware. 

Acts 20:25-32 (NKJV) FOLLOW ALONG
25And indeed, now I know that you all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, will see my face no more. 26Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all men. 27For I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God. 28Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 29For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. 30Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves. 31Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not cease to warn everyone night and day with tears.32“So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.
We are protected by the Word! If you don’t know the Word, you’re not protected!

Pray
Our Lord, we thank You this morning for meeting with us, for evidencing Your presence in our midst through the power of Your Word. And, Father, we thank You for directly revealing Yourself in our hearts by conviction, by eliciting repentance, by calling us to obedience, by cleansing and forgiving us. Thank You, Lord, for this wonderful congregation of faithful people with eager hearts who have come, as it were, to expose their lives to Your truth. Bless them, Lord, each one. May every real spiritual need be met in Your sufficiency and may they lose sight of the passing things of the world and be motivated not by personal comfort but by the pursuit of Christ's likeness. Help them to follow the right example, avoid the wrong, be discerning and find that true path to be like the Savior they love and the one in whose name we pray. Amen.
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