The Signs of Christ's Coming - Part 2

Matthew 24:4-5

Matthew 24:4-5

4And Jesus answered and said to them: “Take heed that no one deceives you. 5For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive many.
Now we come to the study of the Word of God in Matthew chapter 24. Matthew 24 and 25 is known as “The Olivet Discourse.” It is a discourse or a sermon given by our Lord Jesus Christ, delivered on the Mount of Olives. Its subject is the Second Coming of Christ. So it is His own sermon, His own message about His own Second Coming. It's a glorious, glorious message. And we look forward eagerly to grasping its great, great truths.

You know, just to give you a little bit of setting, you need to remember that Jesus came to Israel to be their Redeemer, their Savior, their Deliverer, their Messiah, their King. But John says, “He came to His own and His own received Him not.” Thirty-three years after He entered this world, He's about to exit. He began His ministry by offering Himself to the people of Israel and He ended it by them rejecting Him. It's only a couple of days now before He will be executed on a cross by the very people He came to save and to rule.

Now if you've been with us in our study of Matthew, you know that He has just given final pronouncement of judgment on Israel.

Matthew 23:37-38 (NKJV)

37“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! 38See! Your house is left to you desolate;

That is the last public speech Jesus ever gave to the people of Israel. His final words to them are words of judgment. He never preaches another sermon. In chapter 21, chapter 22 and chapter 23, He pronounced judgment on the nation Israel, judgment on the false leaders and judgment on the people who followed their deceptions. His judgment came in the form of direct statements of judgment. It came in the form of parables of judgment. And finally, in chapter 23, a literally blistering denunciation of the false leaders that led the people astray and He closes it by saying, “Your house is left unto you desolate.” A pronouncement of judgment.

But that pronouncement of judgment, most interestingly, is followed in verse 39 by these words:

Matthew 23:39 (NKJV)

39for I say to you, you shall see Me no more till you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!’”
Now He that cometh in the name of the Lord is a Messianic title. And He says you won't see Me again until I come as Messiah and King. So on the one hand, He pronounces judgment. On the other hand, He says I'll be back. On the one hand, He says your house is left unto you desolate, wasted. On the other hand, He says I will return, as it were, to restore it again.

Now this particular conclusion to His message, no doubt, filled His disciples' hearts with great hope. Sure they heard that He pronounced judgment, but they also heard that He would come as the one who would establish His Kingdom. They had waited for this for all the years that they had been with Jesus. And I believe at this very moment, at the close of the sermon in Matthew 23, the disciples were probably at the high point of their experience with Jesus through all the three years of their ministry. They heard Him say that He was going to bring judgment. And they also heard Him say that He was going to come in the name of the Lord, a Messianic truth. And so, they felt because of the way they understood the Old Testament prophets as we saw in our last study, that this was it. He was going to bring judgment and that judgment would be a purging and a cleansing. And then immediately it would be followed by His Kingdom. They believed that they were on the edge of the Messianic Kingdom.

In fact, in Luke 19:11, we have a verse that really supports that idea.

Luke 19:11 (NKJV)

11Now as they heard these things, He spoke another parable, because He was near Jerusalem and because they thought the kingdom of God would appear immediately.

The disciples, from the time He approached Jerusalem, thought the Kingdom should immediately

appear. And so they were living in that anticipation. And when the crowd threw palm branches and clothing in front of Him as He rode the colt the foal of an ass, and they shouted, “Hosanna, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord, Hosanna to the Son of David,” they thought this was all a part of readying the people for the Kingdom. And then as He went into the temple and cleansed the temple, they thought that was the purging of the hypocrites. And now as He says He is going to come in judgment, they feel this is going to be the purification of Jerusalem that they believed was going to happen. And then He's going to come in the name of the Lord as their Messiah. They see all of this happening immediately.

In fact, as they leave the temple ground in Matthew 24:2, Jesus looking at the temple says, 

Matthew 24:2 (NKJV)

2And Jesus said to them, “Do you not see all these things? Assuredly, I say to you, not one stone shall be left here upon another, that shall not be thrown down.”
And He even tells them that the temple itself will be destroyed. And that fit into their teaching, too, because they remembered that Ezekiel said in the Kingdom there would be a new temple. And this temple, after all, was built not even by a Jew but by Herod. And it was a temple that was occupied presently by hypocrites and false religionists. And so it all was sort of coming together in their minds. The Messiah had reached the moment when He was going to bring His Kingdom. And they disregarded His words about dying, about a seed falling into the ground to die. They ignored what He said about having to be delivered over to the chief priests and scribes and to be crucified and to rise again the third day. And all they could see was the Kingdom, the Kingdom, the Kingdom. And sure enough, He had already begun to cleanse the temple and now He was going to destroy it. He was going to judge the ungodly and purge the nation. And then He was going to come in full glory as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. And they believed they were imminently at that point. This was how they interpreted the prophets.

Remember I told you several weeks ago, the sequence of their kind of doctrine of the last days? They believed, because of the way they studied the prophets, they believed, and it's revealed in the literature of that time, the non-biblical literature, that first there would be a time of great tribulation. They probably thought they were in that and had been it a long time under the Roman and Greek oppression.

So, we're looking at a time when deception is at its apex. And that's the first mark, the first sign of the beginning of the birth pains. 

Matthew 24:4 (NKJV)

4And Jesus answered and said to them: “Take heed <keep your eyes wide open> that no one deceives you.

Don't be deceived. There are going to be people in that period of time who are looking for answers, the world is going to begin to disintegrate, evil is going to run wild. I mean, evil is going to be absolutely rampaging. In fact, it even tells us in verse 12,

Matthew 24:12 (NKJV)

12And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold.

There, you think it's bad now, you can't even fathom what it will be like then when all hell breaks loose and the church is gone and the restrainer's not here. And so, He says beware because of deception. Don't let anybody lead you astray.

And here is a world just disintegrating. Here's a world falling apart. Here is a world where natural affection is gone according to what Paul says to Timothy. A world where all of social relationships are disrupted. A world that is in economic chaos. A world that is living in mad furious sinning. And everything begins to come to pieces, everything begins to collapse. And that is a world looking for leaders. And that is a world looking for Messiahs and saviors and delivers and as soon as they start crying out for those kinds of leaders, they're going to be false Messiahs all over the place offering themselves as the solution. And it says in verse 5:

Matthew 24:5 (NKJV)

5For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive many.
They're going to be all over the place, “and deceive many.” You think we have our deceivers now, and we do. And we have our false Christs and false Messiahs all over the place and they've always been around, but nothing like they're going to be in that desperate, desperate time. And so, He says don't be deceived, they're going to come in the end time, many who will deceive you who will want you to believe they are the Christ and they will come in My name, He says, saying they're the Messiah.

This Olivet Discourse, portions of it, are also recorded in Mark 13 and Luke 21.

Luke 21:8 (NKJV)

8And He said: “Take heed that you not be deceived. For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am He,’ and, ‘The time has drawn near.’ Therefore do not go after them.
And Luke adds, “The time draws near.” 

In other words, they're going to say it's time for my kingdom, it's time for my kingdom. And the Lord says, Go ye not therefore after them.” They're going to come and say, “I am the Christ, it's time for my kingdom.” You know, we've had them, many of them. But not like they'll be in that day in a world that is in absolute desperation, in a world that is screaming and crying for deliverers and leaders, in a world where men are still bent on religion. We have a very religious bent in our nature and they're going to seek religious leaders and it's going to be a proliferation of frauds and charlatans and false Messiahs. In fact, look at verse 23:

Matthew 24:23-24 (NKJV)

23“Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There!’ do not believe it. 24For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect.
In other words, they're not going to be just like some of the false teachers in this era, they're going to be able to do signs and wonders. They're going to be able to do magic. They're going to do supernatural demon-inspired deeds that are going to captivate the attention of the world. 

And this myriad of false Christs ultimately will culminate in one false Christ known as whom? Antichrist. And he will be the epitome of the false Christs. He will be the ultimate demonized individual, Satan indwelt. And Daniel calls him the little horn, the king with the fierce face, the willful king. And John in Revelation calls him the beast. And Paul calls him son of perdition and man of sin. And he comes as the culmination of all false Christs.

And he is so convincing and so deceptive.
Daniel 9:27 (NKJV)

27Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; But in the middle of the week He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall be one who makes desolate, Even until the consummation, which is determined, Is poured out on the desolate.”
Daniel 9:27 says even Israel as a nation makes a covenant with him and enters into league with him, believing him to be their deliverer. That's how deceitful he is. And all the nations of the world fall into his deceptions and come under his power. He deceives many.

In fact, Scripture gives us an awful lot of information about him.

Daniel 8:23-25 (NKJV)

23“And in the latter time of their kingdom, When the transgressors have reached their fullness, <Do you know why human history waits? Do you know why God doesn't intervene? He's waiting for transgression to come to its full. It's as if God wants to give sin all that sin needs to damn itself and then eliminate it from existence forever. It's as if sin has to run its full course> A king shall arise, Having fierce features, Who understands sinister schemes. <He has communion with the demons and the devils of hell. He is a medium who contacts the spirits beneath> 24His power shall be mighty, but not by his own power; <It's not his own power, it's the power of hell> He shall destroy fearfully, <An awesome conqueror> And shall prosper and thrive; He shall destroy the mighty, and also the holy people. 25“Through his cunning He shall cause deceit to prosper under his rule; <He will be a very effective deceiver> And he shall exalt himself in his heart. He shall destroy many in their prosperity. He shall even rise against the Prince of princes; <Jesus Christ> But he shall be broken without human means. <He will be destroyed divinely by God>
He is described, by the way, in Revelation 6. As the Tribulation unfolds, the first thing that happens, the beginning of the birth pains of Revelation 6 is the same beginning of the birth pains as we find right here in Matthew 24. Matthew 24 says,

Matthew 24:4 (NIV)

4Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you.
Revelation 6 says,

Revelation 6:1-2 (NKJV)

1Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals; <the Tribulation begins> and I heard one of the four living creatures saying with a voice like thunder, “Come and see.” 2And I looked, and behold, a white horse. He who sat on it had a bow; <no arrows. He intimidates but never shoots, he conquers with peace> and a crown was given to him, and he went out conquering and to conquer.

So the beginning of the birth pains is deceit, false Christs. That's Matthew 24. And it’s also the beginning of the Tribulation, Revelation 6, false peace, a false rider on a white horse who is imitating the true rider on the white horse of Revelation 19 who is whom? Christ Jesus. And so Daniel sees the same thing. In the latter time, when the transgression comes to the full, here comes this king. He comes in power. He does awesome things. He brings power to himself through peace and he stands up against the Prince of princes. He stands against Christ.

Daniel 11:36 (NKJV)

36“Then the king shall do according to his own will: <he is here called the king who does according to his will, or the willful king. And, of course, he violates God's will> he shall exalt and magnify himself above every god, shall speak blasphemies against the God of gods, and shall prosper till the wrath has been accomplished; for what has been determined shall be done.

And so, his deception is incredible. In fact, his deception is described in greater detail in Revelation chapter 13. And there John sees him not as a fierce face and not as a willful king but in another perspective, as a beast. He is a beast who rises up out of the nations and the symbolism is very vivid. He is a powerful beast. He is a devastating beast.

Revelation 13:4-5 (NKJV)

4So they worshiped the dragon who gave authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast? Who is able to make war with him?” 5And he was given a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies, and he was given authority to continue for forty-two months.

That's three and a half years. He's going to go for three and a half years. It starts with him and he goes for 42 months or three and a half years, the second half of the seventh week of Daniel, that seven-year-period, spoken of in Daniel 9:27.

Daniel 9:27 (NKJV)

27Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; <it's one week of years, seven years> But in the middle of the week <Half of it in the middle, this Antichrist takes his place and for the last 42 months or three and a half years, he sits in great power> He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall be one who makes desolate, Even until the consummation, which is determined, Is poured out on the desolate.”
Revelation 13:6-7 (NKJV)

6Then he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme His name, His tabernacle, and those who dwell in heaven. 7It was granted to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them. And authority was given him over every tribe, tongue, and nation.

Can you imagine such deceitfulness? The world literally believes this is the Messiah, this is the Savior which the world has so long longed to see.

Revelation 13:11 (NKJV)

11Then I saw another beast <This other beast is known as the false prophet> coming up out of the earth, and he had two horns like a lamb and spoke like a dragon.

He has all the power of the first beast. And he causes the earth and all that dwell in it to worship the first beast.

Revelation 13:13-14 (NKJV)

13He performs great signs, <does great wonders> so that he even makes fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men. 14And he deceives those who dwell on the earth by those signs which he was granted to do in the sight of the beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image to the beast who was wounded by the sword and lived.

So, Jesus says,

Matthew 24:4-5 (NKJV)

4And Jesus answered and said to them: “Take heed that no one deceives you. 5For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive many.

How many? The whole world, the whole world. Don't let it happen to you. What a warning.

And who is behind this deception? The old deceiver himself, Revelation 12:9 says, 

Revelation 12:9 (NKJV)

9So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.

One other passage and we'll close with this one.

2 Thessalonians 2:1-2 (NKJV)

1Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, we ask you, 2not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ had come.

Somebody was telling the Thessalonians that the day of the Lord had already started, that they were already in it. And he says don't believe it. Don't you get disturbed by anybody, not a letter or anything, not anybody, not a spirit, not anybody. Don't let anybody make you think we've entered the day of the Lord. Why?

3Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition,

And Paul is in line with Daniel. And Paul is in line with Jesus. And Paul is in line with John if Revelation and saying the very same thing. Before the coming of the Lord there will be a revealing of this man of sin, the son of perdition, the willful king, the king with fierce face, the beast who deceives the world. He opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God, or that is worshiped so that he as God sits in the temple of God showing himself that he is God. 

2 Thessalonians 2:899 (NKJV)

8And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming. 9The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, 10and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, <He comes and deceives the whole world> because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved.

You see, the Bible is tremendously consistent. The whole thing, that second half of the Tribulation, the last three and a half years, begins with the ascendancy of the false Messiah. Prior to him there will be a whole lot of them. And even perhaps during his reign, a whole lot of them, fighting against him unsuccessfully. 

So the first sign of the end of man's age is deception. Deception that is so effective, it literally ultimately results in the deception of the whole wide world. And it is no wonder that the Lord says ‘you better beware.’ 

Now there are five more signs that are only the beginning, that happen in the early part of the Great Tribulation. And we're probably going to see what those five remaining ones are next week. So don't miss it.

Remain for just a moment, as we close. And some of you might be saying, “Well, I hear what you're saying but what does all this mean? How does it apply to me?” Let me tell you something. First of all, if you're a Christian, you ought to rejoice that Jesus is coming and that sin will be ended, done away. You ought to rejoice. You ought to be thrilled that God's character will no longer be dishonored, defamed, blasphemed. You ought to be thrilled that the Antichrist, the beast, the false prophet, Satan himself will be thrown forever into the lake of fire with all the Christ rejecters and God haters of all history. You ought to be thrilled that Jesus will be exalted and worshiped and adored forever and ever.

But at the same time we ought to be saddened because when that happens there will be the judgment of the ungodly and they will forever be put out of the presence of God, forever lost, forever lost. You say, “Well, maybe it won't happen.” It will happen. And Jesus just made sure we didn't doubt that by putting in the prophecy of the destruction of Jerusalem when He said, “Not one stone shall be left upon another.” In 70 A.D., that did happen. Not one stone was left upon another. 

And I on the Internet and read this week from Josephus that the commander in chief, Titus Vespasian, the Caesar, stood in the midst of the temple ground and shouted to his soldiers not to do that. But they did it anyway. Titus, no doubt, represented Satan trying to stop the prophecy from being fulfilled, but God was mightier than Satan and God had allowed the passionate hate of those Romans against the Jews to carry them to the place where they rejected the commands of their own general and they tore that thing down against their own general's commands.

God's purposes can't be stopped and just as the temple was flattened and not one stone remained upon another, and that is exactly what happened, so these things will come to pass just as exactly. And when we know that, we know that history is in the control of God and destiny is in the control of Christ. And so we rejoice on the one hand for that inevitable destiny and we sorrow on the other hand for what will come to those who know not the Savior. But we certainly don't just take this as an idle curiosity. That would be the height of foolishness.

Pray
On the one hand, if you know the Savior, rejoice. And if you don't, fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell and come to the only one who can save, the Lord Jesus Christ who has died for you and risen again and offers you forgiveness, eternal life and blessedness in His heaven. 
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