The Signs of Christ’s Coming - Part 3

Matthew 24:6-14

As I promised you, we’re going back to Matthew chapter 24. And I’m so very excited and anxious about our message tonight and thrilled that you’re all here ready to get back into this great chapter. Matthew chapter 24, the great Olivet Discourse was sermon of our Lord given to teach about His own Second Coming. It is a tremendous chapter.

The disciples have asked Him the questions in verse 3 that trigger this great sermon. Their questions are: tell us, when shall these things be? What things? The destruction of Jerusalem, the destruction of the temple, the coming of the Messiah in His Kingdom. When shall these things be? And what shall be the sign of Thy coming and the end of the age?

But in answer to their question in verses 4 through the end of chapter 25, Jesus gives the longest answer to any question asked in the New Testament. He tells them that His coming is in the future. He doesn’t tell them how far in the future. None of us knows that. We know better than they did because we’ve lived the two thousand years since, but we don’t know how far yet in the future.

But beginning in verse 4, Jesus says there are some things that are going to happen before My coming. When these things begin to happen, get ready. In fact, in verse 8, He calls them the beginning of sorrows that is translated birth pains. The birth being the coming of the Messiah into His Kingdom.

Now everything that Jesus says has to do with the future. And so, the Lord is describing what will happen in the very end. He sweeps us to a time called in verse 21 the Great Tribulation. A time in the future, yet ahead of us. And before He comes, He says, there will be these birth pains that will issue in the establishment of His Kingdom. And there are six of them beginning in verse 4. Number one was false christs that we looked at a couple weeks ago, false christs.


Matthew 24:4-5 (NKJV)

4And Jesus answered and said to them: “Take heed [literally, keep your eyes open] that no one deceives you. 5For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive many.

Jesus is referring to that time in the future as the system begins to be destroyed by its own sinfulness that there will arise a whole lot of false deliverers and false Messiahs trying to get people to follow them. The epitome of that group will be one called whom? Antichrist. And he will be the ultimate false Messiah, the ultimate false Savior that the world will ever see.

Now let’s go on to the second of the signs.

Matthew 24:6-7a (NKJV)

6And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 7For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. [We’ll stop there]
So we find out in verse 6 that that time period is going to be characterized by wars and rumors of wars. The point is that nations and kingdoms globally wide will be engaged in wars and rumors of wars.

Now you say, “Well, we’ve always had this.” You’re right. We have always had it. But still, what our Lord is saying here is that in the end, the beginning of sorrows that bring the Kingdom, there will be worldwide warfare on a scale unknown prior to that time. In massive proportions, there will be an intensification of war across the earth. And the wars will be national, nation against nation, kingdom against kingdom. There will be great groups of people, cultures against cultures.

Now we can verify this easily. If we go to the book of Daniel, for example, let’s start with Daniel chapter 9. And so, the Antichrist has established himself as a great power. Not only that, not only has he established himself as a great power in Europe, but he’s a threat to the whole world. And naturally he has sights on the Middle East. And, of course, Israel always threatened by its Middle Eastern neighbors wants protection and so enters into a covenant with him.

Daniel 9:27 (NKJV)

27Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; But in the middle of the week He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall be one who makes desolate, Even until the consummation, which is determined, Is poured out on the desolate.”
And Daniel sweeps us into the future time period. Daniel takes us all the way to the time when the Messiah is coming to set up His Kingdom. And just prior to that, Daniel describes the warfare, at least in some perspectives.

Daniel 11:40-45 (NKJV)

40“At the time of the end [this is the time of the end of the age. Daniel is taking us right to the end where our Lord is taking us] the king of the South [some kind of African army] shall attack him [the Antichrist]; and the king of the North [no doubt Russia with all of its allies in the Middle East pushing as well] shall come against him [the Antichrist] like a whirlwind, with chariots, horsemen, and with many ships; and he [the Antichrist] shall enter the countries, overwhelm them, and pass through. 41He shall also enter the Glorious Land [the place they all converge is in the holy land. And they come into the land of Israel], and many countries shall be overthrown; but these shall escape from his hand: Edom, Moab, and the prominent people of Ammon. [the traditional enemies of Israel] 42He shall stretch out his hand against the countries, and the land of Egypt shall not escape. 43He shall have power over the treasures of gold and silver, and over all the precious things of Egypt; also the Libyans and Ethiopians shall follow at his heels. [And so, here he is and he defeats all of these great powers. I believe he even defeats the Russian power for the moment as well as the king of the south. He wins a great and glorious victory] 44But news from the east and the north shall trouble him [And so now he hears that the east is coming against him]; therefore he shall go out with great fury to destroy and annihilate many. 45And he shall plant the tents of his palace between the seas and the glorious holy mountain [right in the middle of Jerusalem on Mount Zion. He establishes himself as God]; yet he shall come to his end, and no one will help him.

But the point that I want you to see is that Daniel looks to the end and talks about a world war that’s mind-boggling. You have the great force of the Russian confederacy, you have the great merger of all that is in Africa which today is agitated to the point of boiling over. And then you have the Orient, Red China and all converging in Israel for a holocaust of war at the end time. And so says Daniel, we anticipate this kind of battle.

Look at Zechariah chapter 14. And the prophet Zechariah sees the same thing.

Zechariah 14:1-3 (NKJV)

1Behold, the day of the LORD is coming, And your spoil will be divided in your midst. 2For I will gather all the nations to battle against Jerusalem [The whole world is going to converge on Jerusalem in a final, incredible battle]; The city shall be taken, The houses rifled, And the women ravished. Half of the city shall go into captivity, But the remnant of the people shall not be cut off from the city. 3Then the LORD will go forth And fight against those nations, As He fights in the day of battle. [And that’s exactly the way Daniel ended his prophecy, that he will come to his end and he’ll not be able to find anyone to help him then]
So, there’s going to be a worldwide war, again converging on Jerusalem and Zechariah points it out in the same exact way. So this is a very consistent picture from the prophets as well as from our Lord Himself. I could say much, much more detailing these wars.

Now go back to Matthew 24.

Matthew 24:6-7 (NKJV)

6And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. [Don’t be alarmed. Do not immediately panic because that is not quite the split second for the coming of the King. There’s still a few things yet to come. And they come in an ever-increasing speed] 7For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places.
There’s a third sign beginning sign of the birth pains. And it is devastation. Now we have deception, discord, devastation. The middle of verse 7, “And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places.”

In addition to the false Christs, in addition to the worldwide massacres in the wars, there will be disasters of staggering proportions over all the whole earth as the cursed earth itself begins to disintegrate.

The marks of the end time famines and earthquakes, pestilences, fearful sights and great signs from heaven. Now again, the world has had its share of famines. The world has had its share of plagues, its share of horrible events, holocausts. There have even been times when there have been unusual signs in the heavens. But nothing to even comes close to this.

And notice what it says at the end of verse 7, “in various places.” In other words, they’re going to come in large doses in many places at the same time. So though we have had disasters, never to this extent and on this wide a scale in the history of the world. The whole world begins to self-destruct when sin runs rampant.

Revelation 6:12-14 (NKJV)

12I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and behold, there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became like blood. 13And the stars of heaven fell to the earth, as a fig tree drops its late figs when it is shaken by a mighty wind. 14Then the sky receded as a scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain and island was moved out of its place.
Revelation 16:18 (NKJV)

18And there were noises and thunderings and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such a mighty and great earthquake as had not occurred since men were on the earth.
Now Jesus also said it will be a time of famine. Again, look at Revelation 6:6, and here is the third seal that opens in the time of Tribulation.

Revelation 6:6 (NKJV)

6And I heard a voice in the midst of the four living creatures saying, “A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius; and do not harm the oil and the wine.”

A denarius is one day’s wage. A measure of wheat is a pint and a half. You work a whole day and all you can get with it is a pint and a half of grain. Famine conditions. Disastrous conditions. 

Revelation 6:8 (NKJV)

8So I looked, and behold, a pale horse. And the name of him who sat on it was Death, and Hades followed with him. And power was given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, with hunger, with death, and by the beasts of the earth. [The famine will result in a part of that fourth of the earth starving to death]
So, we now have famine and earthquake. What about pestilence or plagues?

Revelation 8:7-9 (NKJV)

7The first angel sounded: And hail and fire followed, mingled with blood, and they were thrown to the earth. And a third of the trees were burned up, and all green grass was burned up. 8Then the second angel sounded: And something like a great mountain burning with fire was thrown into the sea, and a third of the sea became blood. 9And a third of the living creatures in the sea died, and a third of the ships were destroyed.

The poisoning of the grass, the poisoning of the sea, the poisoning of the fresh water, all of that constitutes plagues, disasters of massive proportions.


Revelation 16:2 (NKJV)

2So the first went and poured out his bowl upon the earth, and a foul and loathsome sore came upon the men who had the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image [In other words, some kind of terrible plague is going to come that brings a grievous sore on people, some kind of cancer]. 3Then the second angel poured out his bowl on the sea, and it became blood as of a dead man; and every living creature in the sea died [a terrible pestilence].

Revelation 16:8 (NKJV)

8Then the fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and power was given to him to scorch men with fire.

Revelation 16:10 (NKJV)

10Then the fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and his kingdom became full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues because of the pain.

All these are terrible, unimaginable plagues.

Revelation 14:20 (NKJV)

20And the winepress was trampled outside the city, and blood came out of the winepress, up to the horses’ bridles, for one thousand six hundred furlongs [200 miles].
For two hundred miles, the horses’ bridles will be dragging in blood. Two hundred miles, the northernmost to the very southernmost tip of Israel will be a blood bath. An incredible and inconceivable event.

Matthew 24:8 (NKJV)

8All these are the beginning of sorrows [labor pains].
Just the beginning. And I’ve given you a glimpse of the things at the beginning and I’ve taken you, also, to the final conclusion. But there’s a beginning of these things, earthquakes, plagues, signs from heaven, horrible events, famine and they escalate to an unbelievable proportion toward the end. Now these are the birth pains.

So, our Lord says the end time will be marked by deception, by discord, and by devastation. Let me give you a fourth, desecration. And here we turn to the believers.

Matthew 24:9 (NKJV)

9“Then they will deliver [arrest] you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all nations for My name’s sake.
There will be a desecration. To desecrate means to treat a holy thing in an unholy way. And that’s exactly what it says here. The holy people of God will be treated in an unholy way. There will be an outright and widespread persecution of the redeemed that exceeds all other persecutions. There is no other persecution to even compare with this. Desecration, treating holy objects shamefully. They will kill you. You will be hated not only by the Jews but you’ll be hated by the whole world and all the nations, therefore there will be no refuge, no place to hide, no place to escape. And why do they hate you? “Because of My name.” That’s the issue. They hate Christ. The world hates Christ. They always have and they’ll hate Him then. Especially when they’re under the control of whom, the Antichrist. There will be a worldwide desecration of the saints. They will be martyred and massacred from one end of the globe to the other in that period of time.

Now go back to Matthew 24 and listen carefully. There will be desecration of the redeemed, but listen to this, you’re going to see something I think is very, very tragic, the fifth sign is defection.

Matthew 24:10 (NKJV)

10And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another.
The pressure is so great as the world begins to massacre believers that some people who have superficially identified with Jesus Christ, like the seed that fell in the thorny ground, it doesn’t really have any root but it pops up and it looks good to start with, some people who initially identify with Jesus Christ, when they see the price to be paid, they are offended. And they’re not willing to pay that price. So they begin to turn in their offense and they don’t only reject Christ, they betray to the persecutors the true believers. See that? They start betraying the true believers, turning them in, giving their names and addresses, telling where they can be found to be killed.

People say, “Are they real believers?” Of course not. If they were real believers, they would continue in the truth, right? If they were real believers, they would give their life if need be. If they were real believers they’d follow on in obedience.

1 John 2:18-19 (NKJV)

18Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come, by which we know that it is the last hour. 19They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us; but they went out that they might be made manifest, that none of them were of us.

The person who says I don’t want the cross, I don’t want to die, I’m getting out. That person is not even worthy to be a disciple. That person is not even a belonging one to Christ. The person who belongs to Christ continues. The person who belongs to Christ is willing to pay the price because not because he has some special character of his own but because if he’s a true believer the Holy Spirit grants him sustaining grace. That’s the key.

Hebrews 3:12 through Hebrews 3:14 (NKJV)

12Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God;

So, these people attach themselves outwardly to Christianity, but when the heat got turned up, they got out. They were offended,  they were stony ground, seduced away because they would not pay the price. Like the disciples who said, “Well, we’ll follow you as soon as we go do this.” 

They opt out for safety but they don’t stop there. They betray each other. What a tragic thing. This is going to happen in that time. The wonderful redeemed and godly people are going to be betrayed by the people who are offended and aren’t willing to pay the price. They’re going to turn informer and turn them in so they can be killed, slaughtered.

So, in the end there will be terrible defection as people who identify with the church all of a sudden run. You know, if this were all to break loose on us right now, we’d find out who the defectors were, wouldn’t we? We’d find out the people that didn’t want to pay the price of death. We’d find out the people who could be wooed off by the false prophets. We’d see the ones who loved their lawlessness more than they loved God. I mean, it would all become clear. And so will it then. And only the enduring ones will be delivered.

And we see them in Revelation 7, brought out of the Great Tribulation in garments of white. We see them in Revelation 19, as Christ comes back and they’re riding with Him in garments of white. They endured. And they were given a robe of white.

And the last point is declaration. The final sign of the coming, the final beginning birth pain is declaration. And before the Lord comes, this has to happen.

Matthew 24:14 (NKJV)

14And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.
Before the end comes, before the establishing of the Kingdom, this has to happen, worldwide proclamation of the gospel. 

In spite of persecution, in spite of defectors, in spite of false prophets, in spite of false Christs, in spite of hell belching out its demons all over the earth, in spite of all this terrible, horrible inconceivable mess, in spite of people with diminished love, in spite of Antichrist ruling and reigning, in spite of Satan trying to fight against Christ, in spite of wars and famines and earthquakes and all the rest and signs in heaven, in spite of all of that, the gospel of the Kingdom will be preached in all the world for a witness to all nations. And then it’s going to come, the Kingdom.

You say, “Man, how’s that going to happen? How’s that gospel going to be preached?” Just before the bowls are poured out, just before the final rapid fire birth pains issue in the Kingdom, right toward the end, just before the final holocaust begins to break loose. Here is the fulfillment of Matthew 24:14. 

Revelation 14:6 (NKJV)

6Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel [Why?] to preach to those who dwell on the earth - to every nation, tribe, tongue, and [What?] people - 7saying with a loud voice [and here is what he is preaching], “Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water.”

And another angel comes behind that angel and says in verse 8:

Revelation 14:8 (NKJV)

8And another angel followed, saying, “Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she has made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.”

Babylon is fallen, is fallen.

In other words, man’s day is over. You had better get right with God. This is the great evangelistic effort carried on by glorious angels in the heavens flying all over the globe just before the final holocaust breaks loose.

And this everlasting gospel is the same gospel God has always given, that He judges sin and rewards righteousness. And these angels will call the world to the Savior and then shall the end come. But not before that, says our Lord.

So, these are the birth pains. These are the birth pains. We have deception, discord, devastation, defection and declaration.
But mind you, these are only the beginning of the birth pains. As we move through the chapter, we’re going to see more and more detail. Now somebody’s going to say this, “How do we know when the birth pains start? How do we know when the birth pains really begin?” And that’s going to be our study of verse 15 through 28, and that’s a few weeks off. Don’t hold your breath. But you may read ahead. Let’s bow in prayer.

Pray
Father, we’ve had a wonderful time tonight. We thank You for this great time. Thank You for the love of these people toward You and Your Word and allowing us to indulge a little more time tonight that we might cover this great truth. Thank You, Father, for our fellowship around Your Word.
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