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1But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need that I should write to you. 2For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night. 3For when they say, “Peace and safety!” then sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape.
One of the most frightening truths in all of Scripture surrounds the event that is identified in verse 2 as the day of the Lord. That term is a technical term in the Scripture to describe the day when Jesus comes back to bring the flaming fury and anger of God on all the sinners of the world. It is a day of devastation. It is a day of destruction. It is a day of doom. It is a day of damnation. Paul here reminds us of this significant important climactic cataclysmic day to come in human history.

Frankly, it is not at all popular to talk about God's fury. It is not popular to talk about God's anger, God's vengeance. In fact, seldom do you hear a sermon on the day of the Lord, on the time when Jesus comes back to judge those who have rejected Him. Everything today needs to be positive and affirming and comforting. And very few preachers really want to deal with this particular topic. Rarely does someone preach on the vengeance of God. 

But to ignore such a truth would be to be unfaithful, to teach and preach the whole counsel of God. And the Bible, Old Testament and New Testament, front to back is loaded with warnings about the judgment of God, eternal punishment on unbelievers, damnation, retribution, vengeance, wrath, anger and fury. And, in fact, the prophets had much to say about it, the Apostles had much to say about it. But the one who had the most to say about it was Jesus Himself. And all true preachers must follow these examples, and that is to warn men about the day of the Lord.

From the blessed event of the catching away of the church to be with the Lord, Paul now turns to the horrible event that follows it, the destruction of the wicked. All those who are on Earth who reject Christ and reject God will feel the fury of God in the day of the Lord.

Now again as I noted in chapter 4 a wile ago, and we’ll be covering it again tonight, Paul's purpose here is not so much theological and eschatological as it is pastoral. They had a curiosity on their minds as to when the end was going to come. When was this Rapture and when was the day of the Lord to come when God poured out His fury on all the Earth? The church is going to be caught away and they already know the world is going to feel the fury of God's final vengeance in a cataclysmic holocaust of judgment, the likes of which the world has never seen or even conceived. They knew it was coming but their question was ... when is it going to happen?

And so in verse 1 Paul says, “But concerning the times and the seasons...”

Now as he discusses this day of the Lord judgment there are three things that I want you to notice over the next several messages - it’s coming, its character and its completeness. For this message, we will simply look at that first point, it’s coming. But before we do that, let's introduce it by an examination of verse 1. Follow along,

1 Thessalonians 5:1
1But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need that I should write to you.

Now as we look at this we need to understand just a very, very simple background. And that is this, the Thessalonian believers were curious about when all of these end time things were going to happen. That is not a curiosity hard for us to identify with, is it? That has been a curiosity through all the history of the church and is nonetheless a curiosity that is never satisfied. It is still yet a curiosity even today, when will it happen? They wanted to know. And they wanted to know the times and the seasons.

It had become, I guess, a technical phrase for the Second Coming. It's used in Acts 1:7 where our Lord says it is not for you to know the times and the seasons. In the Greek, it is two different kinds of time. I suppose they could be used interchangeably, they could be overlapping. They could be here referring in a very general sense just to the time of the end. The “times” simply means clock time, calendar time or chronological time. The “seasons” means seasons or events. It looks at time, not from the viewpoint of a day and an hour, it looks at time from the viewpoint of an event, of an epoch, of something that happened. We talk about modern times. We mean by that that this period of history is characterized by certain events. And so they're curious about the timing in terms of chronology, they're curious about the events of the end, the time period and the seasons that mark the end.

And by the way, I would just note to you that the use of the plurals here “concerning the times and the seasons,” indicates the plurality of chronological times and the plurality of significant events that make up the end. For example, just think of the various times from a chronological viewpoint. You have at the end of the age a time period called the seventieth week of Daniel. There is also a period called the Great Tribulation designated as three and a half years, 1260 days. And then there is the one thousand year millennial kingdom mentioned in the book of Revelation. You have different times, different chronologies in which certain seasons and events will take place.

Then you have a number of events. You have the Rapture of the church. You have the rise of the Antichrist. You have the salvation of the nation Israel. You have a series of judgments that come through natural means. And then you have a series of judgments that come through supernatural means. You have the return of Jesus Christ. You have the battle of Armageddon, the destruction of the world's nations. You have the judgment of the sheep and the goats. You have the establishment of the millennial kingdom. You have the creation of the new heaven and the new earth. Many times and many seasons make up the end. 

And in their curiosity they want to know when is this all going to happen. Can you tell us about it? And that's the level of their curiosity. 

As we found out earlier and we’ll go over again tonight, they had the confusion of these things in their minds and they wanted to know, one, what happens to the people who die and in chapter 4 he says, no, they'll be there at the Rapture, too. When is it going to happen? Is it now? Is it later? Are we in it? And he says to them, “But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren,” look at this, “you have no need that I should write to you.” You don't need anything written to you. He used that same phrase in chapter 4:9. As to the love of the brethren, you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God. It's almost the same as he says here. You have no need of anything to be written to you for you yourselves know full well. You don't need any more information. You already have all the information you need about that. He says you don't need to know any of that. You don't need to know that. You know all you need to know.

Now listen carefully. Paul's response is that spiritual preparedness for the coming of Christ does not involve date setting, clock watching, or sign seeking. Not for the believers. He says you don't have any need of anything to be written to you. You're not going to be there. Verse 9, “For God did not appoint us to wrath,” on an eternal level, and God in verse 4 he says hasn't even destined you for the day of the Lord. Paul's point is you already know everything you need to know and everything God has told you.

Beloved, your spiritual preparedness for the coming of Christ is not related to date setting, clock watching and sign seeking. You don't need to know those things. Now on the issues they needed knowledge, he gave it. Chapter 4, verse 13 to 18, they needed to understand about the Rapture, the character and nature of the Rapture and he explained it. Didn't tell them the time of it. Nowhere in the Bible do we know the time of it. And when it comes to the day of the Lord, and all the events surrounding that and all of the things of the end, all the times and seasons, he says you don't need to know that. I will tell you what you need to know and can know, that's not something you need to know. Furthermore, you can't know it anyway.

God has chosen not to reveal the time of the final seasons so that all believers live in anticipation and expectancy all the time. 

So he says you don't need to know that. He says you already know full well what you need to know. What's that?

1 Thessalonians 5:2
2For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night.
Now that leads us to point number one in our outline, its coming...its coming. He's going to tell us about its coming, and he's going to tell us what really we already know.

What he's saying here is it's going to happen when nobody expects it. It's going to happen when nobody expects it. They were curious about times and seasons so he launches into a response and says the only thing you need to know is that the day of the Lord will come when you don't expect it, when the people alive at that time don't expect it. And then he moves from that into a section on exhortation to holy living in the light of that reality.

But let's look at verse 2 in more detail.

1 Thessalonians 5:2
2For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night.
That “perfectly” means you know exactly. It's a word that comes out of research. It points to painstaking research to come to a conclusion. You know perfectly, you know exactly, you know accurately that it's to be unexpected. It's going to be unexpected. But they're not going to be ready. The concept of a thief is the concept of unexpected and especially uninvited. Again I say the Lord is not a thief but He comes suddenly and unexpectedly.

Isaiah 2:12

“For the day of the Lord of hosts shall come upon everything proud and lofty, upon everything lifted up and it shall be brought low.”

Isaiah 13:6

“Wail, for the day of the Lord is at hand.”

Isaiah 13:9

“Behold, the day of the Lord comes cruel with both wrath and fierce anger to lay the land desolate.”

Jeremiah 46:10

“For this is the day of the Lord, a day of vengeance, that He may avenge Himself on His adversaries.”

Joel 1:15

“For the day of the Lord is at hand, it shall come as destruction from the Almighty.”

Joel 2:11

“The day of the Lord is great and very terrible.”

Joel 2:31

“The sun shall be turned into darkness, the moon into blood before the coming of the great and terrible day of the Lord.”

Amos 5:18

“Woe to you who desire the day of the Lord, for what good is the day of the Lord to you?” 

Amos 5:20

“Is not the day of the Lord darkness and not light?”

Malachi 4:5

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord.”

Zephaniah 1:14

“The great day of the Lord is near, it is near and hastens quickly, the noise of the day of the Lord is bitter.”

Zephaniah 1:15

“That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of devastation and desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness.” 

All the talk of the Day of the Lord is negative. All the prophetic word of the day of the Lord is about judgment; it is about bringing people low. It is wrath and anger and desolation and vengeance and destruction and terrible. It is said that it is a time of gloominess and darkness and distress and trouble always. Six times it is referred to as a day of doom. Four times it is called a day of vengeance.

Now always the day of the Lord refers to the most cataclysmic final judgment of God on the wicked. It is culmination of God's fury in a final blast that consumes the wicked. It is climactic. It is so in the end there will be wars, there will be famines, there will be diseases, probably the plague of AIDS and things like that and other ones. Those are natural means by which God will begin to effect the working of His wrath on the ungodly, but those are only preliminary to the full blast of the fury of the Son of God who comes in supernatural power and just consumes all of the ungodly.

The New Testament calls that day His day. It calls it the day of wrath. It calls it the day of wrath and revelation. It calls it the great day of God Almighty. It calls it...Peter calls it, 1 Peter 2:12, the day of visitation. But always, now listen carefully, it is the time when God unleashes His final fury on the sinners of the Earth and sweeps them away.

Now when Jesus said this day of the Lord, that judgment will come like a thief in the night, He meant that it will come unexpectedly. Even though there are precursors and things happening, the world won't believe it...they won't believe it. In fact, look at verse 3, they will be saying...what?, what will they be saying?...”Peace and safety.” I'll explain that next time. 

How can you believe that when all these things are going on, earthquakes, wars, rumors of wars, famines? But that's what they say. They're not going to expect it. And so there's always the sense of imminency, it's going to come like a thief, it's going to come like a thief, it's going to come when you don't expect it, it's going to come suddenly. Always imminency, nearness, expectation is projected into passages which deal with the day of the Lord.

Ezekiel 30:3

“The day is near, even the day of the Lord is near.”

Joel 2:1

“The day of the Lord is coming, it is at hand.”

Joel 3:14

“The day of the Lord is near.”

Obadiah 15

“The day of the Lord upon all nations is near.”

Zephaniah 1:7

“The day of the Lord is at hand.”

Zechariah 14:1

“The day of the Lord is coming.”

They were saying that then and we're not there yet. But there was always that sense that it could come at any moment. 

Now as you look at the character in the coming of the day of the Lord, Joel gives us probably as direct a statement as to its nature.

Joel 2:30

“And I will display wonders in the sky and on the earth. Blood, fire and columns of smoke, the sun will be turned into darkness and the moon into blood before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes. But whoever calls on the name of the Lord will be delivered.”

Those who know the Lord will be delivered from that. But it will come. The sky goes dark. Blood, fire, smoke, blackness and then horrific judgment.

It's frightening. The day of the Lord, he says, is coming. It is coming like a thief in the night. What does that mean? Unexpectedly, suddenly, unwelcomed and harmfully. It's going to bring harm. It's not going to be welcomed. It's going to be quick and it's not going to be expected. The day of the Lord is coming!
Paul certainly felt the Rapture could come in his lifetime, as all Christians have felt. He believed that the day of the Lord would follow the Rapture. But no believer would be in the day of the Lord. And the timing of all of that, we don't know. We don't know when the Lord's coming for His church. We don't know the moment, the day or the hour when He's coming in terrible judgment on the ungodly. 

You say, “Well, now wait a minute. When those events start, won't the people alive at that time know?” They'll have all that information but they still won't know the day or the hour. And they'll be making exactly the wrong evaluation. They'll be saying peace and safety.

For your encouragement, beloved, Paul says,

1 Thessalonians 5:4

4But you, brethren, are not in darkness <you are the children of light>, so that this Day <of the Lord> should overtake you as a thief.
We're in chapter 4 of 1 Thessalonians, aren't you glad? We're not in chapter 5. Lots of people are in chapter 5 however, maybe some of your friends and loved ones.

You say, “Well does chapter 5 have any implications for us?” Absolutely!

1 Thessalonians 5:5-8

5You are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness. 6Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober. 7For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk are drunk at night. 8But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet the hope of salvation. <Let us as Christians be characterized by faith and love and hope>
Let's live our life consistent with those who are to be called children of the day. Let's be alert. Let's not be like the sleeping drowsy drunken dark world, let's be always alert, always ready for the Lord's coming. It should have tremendous impact on our life because we should live as children of the day should live and not as children of the night.

The Lord is coming, and I believe He is coming soon! Look at the parable of the Fig tree. In May 1948, Israel was again formed as a nation. This happens to be the exact month I was born.

Matthew 24:34
34Assuredly, I say to you, <after talking of the fig tree> this generation will by no means pass away till all these things take place.

Psalm 90:10
10The days of our lives are seventy years; <One generation> And if by reason of strength they are eighty years,

I will be 70 years old in May 2018, just 17 years from now. I will be 80 years old in May 2028, just 27 years from now. So if these calculations are correct, the day of the Lord could be somewhere between 2018 and 2028. This would place the rapture of the church 7 years prior to the Lord’s return, somewhere between 2011 and 2021. The Lord is coming, and I believe He is coming soon!
Jack Van Impe, one of the most knowledgeable Bible scholars of our day, has done extensive research on the Biblical timeline of a generation. His extensive calculation comes to somewhere between 2019 and 2029. The Lord is coming, and I believe He is coming soon!
You can look at the theory of the 7,000 timeline, which I don’t have time to get into today. There is theorized 2,000 for the Gentiles, that is from Adam to Abraham. You also have 2,000 years for the Jews that are from Abraham to the cross. You also have 2,000 years for the church from the cross to day of the Lord and 1,000 years for the millennial Kingdom of Christ.

Our calendars are dated from the birth of Christ. Now if we know that there are 2,000 years for the Church, and Jesus lived to be thirty-three years old, that would place the day of the Lord at 2033. It is a fact that our calendars are off, 4-5 years from the birth of Christ so that would place the day of the Lord at 2028 or 2029 with the rapture at 2021 or 2022.

With these three theories, which may or may not be correct, the day of the Lord can be somewhere between 2018 and 2029 and the rapture of the Church somewhere between 2011 and 2022.

Matthew 24:36
36“But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only.
Matthew 16:2-3

2He answered and said to them, “When it is evening you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is red’; 3and in the morning, ‘It will be foul weather today, for the sky is red and threatening.’ Hypocrites! You know how to discern the face of the sky, but you cannot discern the signs of the times.
As of January 1, 1999, the European Union was formed and is today beginning to take the shape of the Old Roman Empire, exactly as prophecied in the Scriptures.

As of January 1 this year, the European Union completed its goal of having one currency, exactly as prophecied in the Scriptures. They now instantly have 2/3 the buying and trading power of the United Stated of America.

We now have the technology to painlessly place a computer “smart chip” on a person’s hand or forehead that can include a person’s complete medical and financial information for totally secure transactions, exactly as prophecied in the Scriptures.

Daniel 12:4
4“But you, Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book until the time of the end; many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase.”
We already know how many people are going “to and fro,” with cars and airplanes, exactly as prophecied in the Scriptures.

In Sebastian, at Excel Vision, they are working on the technology that can determine who is on a computer by their thumbprint. With our computers and tremendous storage devices, it is said that our knowledge base is being doubled every two years, all of these exactly as prophecied in the Scriptures.

Scripture is being fulfilled right before our own eyes and we don’t know nor do we even care! We come and we play church, and then we even hop from church to church if we don’t get what we want.

What I am saying beloved, is that I believe with all my heart, the Lord is coming and He is coming soon! Are we ready?

Matthew 7:21

21“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.
Pray
Father, thank You for our time this morning. We've covered so much and yet in some ways so little. We thank You for the great hope that we have that we shall some day in a day we don't know be caught up to meet Jesus in the air and to be gathered together with all those who have died in Christ, to be taken to the place You've been preparing for us to ever be with You. And then we know that all divine judgment will begin to break loose in this world. Father, we just pray that we might be on the one hand comforted, in the knowledge that all believers alive or dead shall be gathered together to Christ. And that also we might be exhorted on the other hand. And since we are not to participate in the night, we do not belong to the darkness, we will not be there when the thief comes. Help us not to live as children of darkness but as children of light. Help us not to worry about time because spiritual preparedness has nothing to do with clock watching, date setting, has nothing to do with sign seeking. It has to do with holy living in light of the fact that Jesus could come at any moment. So, Father, help us to live in expectancy, anticipation and consequent obedience and comfort, even as we look forward to those things which You have prepared for us which are too wonderful to be mentioned. We thank You that we shall escape the day of the Lord for we're not destined for wrath, not temporal, not eternal, but we're destined for fellowship with each other and with You. It's in that hope that we pray in Christ's name. Amen.
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