The Day of the Lord - Part 2

1 Thessalonians 5:3

Acts 24:1-25
22But when Felix heard these things, having more accurate knowledge of the Way, he adjourned the proceedings and said, “When Lysias the commander comes down, I will make a decision on your case.” 23So he commanded the centurion to keep Paul and to let him have liberty, and told him not to forbid any of his friends to provide for or visit him.

24And after some days, when Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was Jewish, he sent for Paul and heard him concerning the faith in Christ. 25Now as he reasoned about righteousness, self-control, and the judgment to come, Felix was afraid and answered, “Go away for now; when I have a convenient time I will call for you.”

Paul discussed with them three things; righteousness, self-control, and judgment. Here was the Apostle Paul confronting a pagan, here was the Apostle Paul confronting the man who was his captor, who really had authority over his life. Here was the Apostle Paul confronting a man that he longed to bring to the knowledge of Christ. And of what did he speak? He spoke of righteousness. 

What does that mean? He told Felix and Drusilla that God had a righteous standard, that God was a righteous and a holy God who could not tolerate sin. That's what the righteousness of God is all about. He told them that God demanded perfect sinlessness, even as Jesus said, "Be ye perfect as your Father in heaven is perfect." And then he spoke to them about self-control. That is that not only is God perfect and demands a perfect standard, but man must also meet that standard and must exercise self-control in so doing. And then he spoke of judgment. What did he mean by that? That man cannot meet that standard and so he is under condemnation. God is righteous and has a righteous standard. Man must control himself to live to that standard. If he fails, he is damned. Paul taught sin. Paul taught judgment.

All faithful prophets preached judgment. All faithful apostles preached judgment. I believe that all faithful preachers and teachers of the Gospel must also preach judgment.

I told you several weeks ago the previous section on the Rapture was to comfort troubled Christians. This section on the day of the Lord is to trouble comfortable Christians. His discussion of the Rapture was not necessarily comprehensive, just enough to comfort them. And his discussion here of the day of the Lord is not comprehensive, it's just enough to motivate us. 

So as we come to chapter 5 and the day of the Lord, let's look at these first three verses again and we will continue where we left off. And remember, there are three features that come clear in these first verses; the coming of the day of the Lord, the character of the day of the Lord and the completeness of the day of the Lord.

He introduces the subject in verse 1, remember this now, we looked at it in our last message. 

1 Thessalonians 5:1
1But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need that I should write to you.

Like many people since that time and today as well, they were curious about when Jesus was going to come. When is the Rapture? When is the day of the Lord? When are all these end time events going to take place? He says, "You have no need of anything to be written to you..." Why? Because you don't need to know that. That's not something you need to know.

God has left us in he dark about that. Why? So that every generation would live in the light of the reality that it could happen in their lifetime. So that every generation would have to face the fact that Jesus could come in final judgment during their lifetime.

Now the Lord has given us information about the Rapture, described it and He told us what is going to happen.

1. The dead in Christ rise first

2. The ones who are alive and remain meet them in the air

3. They will all go to heaven to dwell in the Father's house

4. They will all be forever with the Lord.

5. We understand there is a trumpet and a voice of an angel.

But we don't know the timing. We know a little bit about the event but we don't know exactly when it's going to happen. There is no discussion of timing in any passage dealing with the Rapture. We had fun with some speculative theories about the rapture last week, but that’s all they are, just speculation.

There are numerous passages about the day of the Lord, but there is no date given. There is no specific day or hour. But there are some indications that the day of the Lord is near and we'll talk about those in a moment. But the specific time is not known so that everyone lives in expectation, everyone lives in anticipation.

Back in Matthew chapter 24 the Lord indicated this in numerous ways. He said,

Matthew 24:43

43But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into.
Matthew 24:50

50the master of that servant will come on a day when he is not looking for him and at an hour that he is not aware of,
But there is unexpectedness.

Matthew 25:13

13“Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming.
Luke 12:39-40
39But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into. 40Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”
1 Thessalonians 5:1-3
1But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need that I should write to you.
Is there benefit for us in living without this information as to knowing the day or the hour? Yes!

1 John 3:3

3And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.
This is really speaking of the rapture. If you have the hope that you're going to go to be with Jesus Christ and that could happen any moment and you're going to be made like Him and you're going to see Him face to face, that kind of hope should have a direct effect on the purity of your own life, right? Absolutely right!

2 Corinthians 5:11
11Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; <stop here> but we are well known to God, and I also trust are well known in your consciences.

We don't know when that terror is going to break loose, but we're busy persuading men because we know it's coming. 

Certainly Paul felt the Rapture would come in his lifetime, followed by the day of the Lord. And when it didn't come, the Thessalonians were concerned and wanted to know when it was going to come. Paul says there's no such information.

Now let me go on and give you some insights that you need to have. No passage dealing with the Rapture gives any preliminary signs that the Rapture is about to happen. 

John 14

1 Corinthians 15

1 Thessalonians 4

These are the Rapture texts of the New Testament, none of them gives us any preliminary sign. There are no passages that talk about precursors, preliminary events, nothing like that.

Now let's review the coming of the day of the Lord in verse 2.

On the other hand, follow my thinking, passages dealing with the day of the Lord do mention preliminary events, signs and signals, so that a person should have some general idea that it's near. You say, "Well, what are these preliminary events?" There are none given in the Rapture passages. There are numerous ones given in the day of the Lord passages.

Malachi 4:5
5Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet Before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD.
This is like John the Baptist came before the coming of Christ, a forerunner. Malachi 4:5 says the day of the Lord cannot occur until this Elijah-like, this prophetic person, this sort of John the Baptist type comes to announce the coming of the Messiah. So if the forerunner isn't here yet making that announcement, then the day of the Lord isn't near yet.

2 Thessalonians 2: 3-4
3Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away <an apostasy> <a world-wide rebellion against God and Christ and Scripture> comes first, and the man of sin <Antichrist> is revealed, the son of perdition <Antichrist>, 4who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God <he goes into the temple in Jerusalem, abominates the temple, called the abomination of desolation>, showing himself that he is God. <sets himself up as the authority, as the one to be worshiped>
Daniel 9:27
27Then he <Antichrist> shall confirm a covenant with many <United States, Great Britain, Israel> for one week <7-year period>; But in the middle of the week <7-year period> He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations <The Antichrist will rise, desecrate the temple, set himself up as God in the temple> shall be one who makes desolate, Even until the consummation, which is determined, Is poured out on the desolate.”
 <The Tribulation>

When these things happen, you know the day of the Lord is not far away.

Joel 3:14
14Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision. <Armageddon - the nations of the world begin to move in to Megiddo in the Middle East>
You don't have to be too bright to know that the focus of the whole wide world is on the Middle East. But all of that is going to happen in the last three and a half years of the Tribulation time, just prior to the day of the Lord that comes toward the end of that time.

Joel 2:31

31The sun shall be turned into darkness, And the moon into blood, Before the coming of the great and awesome day of the LORD.

Joel 3:15

15The sun and moon will grow dark, And the stars will diminish their brightness.

Isaiah 13:10

10For the stars of heaven and their constellations Will not give their light; The sun will be darkened in its going forth, And the moon will not cause its light to shine.

I have no idea what is going to happen to all those space aliens and extraterrestrials we see on TV all the time when all the stars literally fall from the heavens.

Matthew 24:29

29“Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.
These are supernatural, divine, events caused by God and we know that the day of the Lord is near, very near.

Luke 21:25

25“And there will be signs in the sun, in the moon, and in the stars; and on the earth distress of nations, with perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring;
How did the sea get into it? Take out the sun and if you take out the moon and you will send the tides of the world into absolute chaos.

And so you have these precursors, these events before the day of the Lord hits. And what actually signals that the day of the Lord has arrived? Matthew 24 says it in explicit terms.

Matthew 24:30

30Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.

And then,

Matthew 24:31
31And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.
1 Thessalonians 4:16 says, “For the Lord Himself” to catch us up to be with Him forever and here he sends His angels. These are two different times and two different events. The rapture happens just before the seventieth week in Daniel, seven years BEFORE the day of the Lord.

The whole world sees Christ coming in blazing glory out of heaven, first to gather His elect and then to destroy the wicked of the world. And so, the day of the Lord is going to have some preliminary indicators.

Now unbelievably, the people in the world at that time are going to have a bizarre response to these preliminary signs, events and indicators.

1 Thessalonians 5:3
3For when they say, “Peace and safety!” then sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape.
Stop at that point. You say, "What? They're saying what?" They're saying "Peace and safety." You say, "Now wait a minute. In spite of that, in spite of the Antichrist, in spite of all of those preliminaries, in spite of all of it, the response of people is peace and safety? What does that mean? Everything will be fine. We're headed for a time of peace. We're headed for a time of safety.

You say, "That's absolutely ludicrous. Who in the world would ever come up with that kind of a response?" Pretty simple, if you think about it. They're being convinced by a special group of people are working real hard to convince them that peace and safety is coming. Take a wild guess and imagine who that group represents? It wouldn't be God, would it? It must be the enemy. Peace and safety, everything is going to be fine, we're moving toward a wonderful time, all this is going to be over. This is the beginning of the new age, the old one is falling apart and all of the Christians who have been raptured were the problem.  We got rid of them and we're going to come in to the dawning of a new age.

You say, "Who is going to be preaching that?" It doesn't take much imagination to answer the question. Let me give you some illustrations of how it works. If you go back into Jeremiah's prophecy with me, let's go back to chapter 6.

Jeremiah , the weeping prophet, warned Judah, the southern kingdom, of judgment. And Jeremiah was talking about a historical day of the Lord in which God would come and use another nation to be His judge and executioner. Many of them would be massacred and the rest would be deported off into Babylon. This also parallels several events of the Great Tribulation
Jeremiah 6:1
1“O you children of Benjamin, Gather yourselves to flee from the midst of Jerusalem! Blow the trumpet in Tekoa, And set up a signal-fire in Beth Haccerem; For disaster appears out of the north, And great destruction.

Jeremiah 6:13-14
13“Because from the least of them even to the greatest of them, Everyone is given to covetousness; And from the prophet even to the priest, Everyone deals falsely. <T hey are lying, they are not MY prophets> 14They have also healed the hurt of My people slightly <They have not really healed the real hurt of my people, SIN>, Saying, ‘Peace, peace!’ When there is no peace.

Jeremiah 6:19
19Hear, O earth! Behold, I will certainly bring calamity on this people - The fruit of their thoughts, Because they have not heeded My words Nor My law, but rejected it.

Jeremiah 8:10-11
10Therefore I will give their wives to others, And their fields to those who will inherit them; Because from the least even to the greatest Everyone is given to covetousness; From the prophet even to the priest Everyone deals falsely. 11For they have healed the hurt of the daughter of My people slightly, Saying, ‘Peace, peace!’ When there is no peace.

Jeremiah 14:13-14
13Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, the prophets say to them, ‘You shall not see the sword, nor shall you have famine, but I will give you assured peace in this place.’” 14And the LORD said to me, “The prophets prophesy lies in My name. I have not sent them, commanded them, nor spoken to them; they prophesy to you a false vision, divination, a worthless thing, and the deceit of their heart.

Where do you think they were getting their message? From Satan himself and his demons who always do everything they can to lie and deceive the people of God. And so these false demon- inspired prophets were running around saying, "Peace, peace, we're coming to a time of peace, we're coming to a time of peace." 

Believe it, in the latter times before the final holocaust of the day of the Lord, the world will literally be crawling with demonically inspired false prophets lying about what is going on. And that is why they'll be saying peace and safety, peace and safety.

Lamentations 2:14 <Also written by Jeremiah>
14Your prophets have seen for you False and deceptive visions; They have not uncovered your iniquity, To bring back your captives, But have envisioned for you false prophecies and delusions.

Ezekiel had the same problem.
Ezekiel 13:5-6
5You have not gone up into the gaps to build a wall for the house of Israel to stand in battle on the day of the LORD. 6They have envisioned futility and false divination, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD!’ But the LORD has not sent them; yet they hope that the word may be confirmed.

Ezekiel 13:10
10“Because, indeed, because they have seduced My people, saying, ‘Peace!’ when there is no peace - and one builds a wall, and they plaster it with untempered mortar
Ezekiel 13:13-14
13Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: “I will cause a stormy wind to break forth in My fury; and there shall be a flooding rain in My anger, and great hailstones in fury to consume it. 14So I will break down the wall you have plastered with untempered mortar, and bring it down to the ground, so that its foundation will be uncovered; <you'll see that these false, these prophets were false> it will fall, and you shall be consumed in the midst of it. Then you shall know that I am the LORD.

Micah said the same thing.

Micah 3:5
5Thus says the LORD concerning the prophets Who make my people stray; Who chant “Peace” While they chew with their teeth, But who prepare war against him Who puts nothing into their mouths: <This has a dual prediction of the fall of Jerusalem and also the day of the Lord and then in the rest of the chapter goes on to talk of the millennial kingdom>
Look at Matthew.

Matthew 24:15
15“Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,’ spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place” (whoever reads, let him understand),
Matthew 24:30
30Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.

And noticed what is sandwiched in between the start of the Great Tribulation and the day of the Lord.

Matthew 24:23-24
23“Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There!’ do not believe it. 24For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect.

Whatever capability hell has to put on a show, it will put it on then. And even with all that's happening, the witless world will buy the Satanic lies and go like sheep to a slaughter even though they've been warned and warned and warned and warned.

And now you may say, "Will we be there at the day of the Lord?" No. We'll be taken out before the day of the Lord. Now, for those of you who have known me through all the years, it has been my conviction to teach you that we are taken out before that final seventieth week, that final seven-year period begins. It is clear in the Scripture that we have the great promise, that we have not been appointed unto wrath. We have been appointed unto glory. If you know and love the Lord Jesus Christ, the future you look for is all glorious. If you don't know Him, the future you look forward to is all terrifying.

It is not an insignificant thing that the whole world has its eyes on the Middle East, that's where all the consummation of God's history will take place. It could be in this generation, it could be soon. We must be ready. If you know Christ, you'll be taken before it hits. If you don't, you'll be destroyed when it comes. Let's bow in prayer.

Pray
24And after some days, when Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was Jewish, he sent for Paul and heard him concerning the faith in Christ. 25Now as he reasoned about righteousness, self-control, and the judgment to come, Felix was afraid and answered, “Go away for now; when I have a convenient time I will call for you.”
Father:

1. For those who do not know Christ, who have no blessed hope, we would pray, O God, that in mighty grace You would sweep over them now through the convicting work of the Holy Spirit and the belief of the truth that they might come to salvation and to hope.

2. For those of us who are Christians, though we will not experience the day of the Lord, we know people who will, and knowing the terror of the Lord may we do all we can to persuade them to be reconciled to God and Christ.

3. Further, Lord, because of what characterizes the people of the darkness, may we not live like they live. We're not of the night. We're not of the darkness. We're not of the day of the Lord. May we not live like people of the light? Lord, how could we conduct ourselves in a way that will result in the damnation of other souls? How could we want to identify with their life patterns and so abuse Your forgiving grace?

So, Father, teach us how to apply these things in our own lives, in Jesus name we pray. Amen.
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