Making Disciples of All Nations - Part 2

Matthew 28:16-18a

REVIEW:

Our motive is to glorify God

Our mission is win men and women to the Savior.

Genesis 3:9 (NKJV)
9Then the LORD God called to Adam and said to him, “Where are you?”

Romans 3:10-11 (NKJV)
10As it is written: “There is none righteous, no, not one; 11There is none who understands; There is none who seeks after God.
Revelation 22:17 (NKJV)
17And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely.

This has been God’s plan since the beginning.

Isaiah 49:6 (NKJV)
6Indeed He says, ‘It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant To raise up the tribes of Jacob, And to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also give You as a light to the Gentiles, That You should be My salvation to the ends of the earth.’

Now here's the point. The person who desires to glorify God, who wants to honor God's will and God's purpose and God's desire, must then love the lost world the way God loves the lost world and give his life for the sake of winning that lost world. That is the pattern. God loved a lost world and sought to win it to Himself for His own glory. Christ came into the world, loved a lost world and sought to win it to Himself for the Father's glory. We are sent into the world to love the lost world, to seek to win the lost world for the glory of God the Father. Our mission is the same mission Christ had, it's the same mission God the Father had...no different...identical. 

John 17:18 (NKJV)
18As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world.
Luke 19:10 (NKJV)
10for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.”
Fellowship, teaching, praise are not the mission of the church. They're part of the preparation and the training for the mission. I mean, a great athlete does a lot of things in training, but the training is not to be confused with the competing and the winning. It is not to be confused with running the race. All the exercise and preparation we go through in your education is not to be confused with succeeding in our profession. And when the church meets for fellowship, teaching and praise, all that is only preparation for the running of the race and winning of lost people to Christ. That's why we're here, that is it.

Matthew 28:16-20 (NKJV)
16Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had appointed for them. 17When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some doubted. 18And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.
Now, we are able to come to the passage in Matthew chapter 28 and I call your attention to it. Here is the purpose of the church. So simply stated. Everything Christ did when He was here on earth was for this, everything we're to do is for this, and what is it? 

Matthew 28:19 (NKJV)
19Go therefore and make <MAKE> disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
That's all I want you to grasp for a moment. That's the main verb in the last two verses, MAKE disciples. That's our calling. That's why we're here. And the only reason why we're here. We are left here to make disciples...to bring people to Christ...to cause people to become followers of the Savior...to seek and to save those that are lost. 

Jesus did it.

John 4:1 (NKJV)
1Therefore, when the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made <MADE> and baptized more disciples than John

They followed Jesus, who knew Jesus Christ by faith and walked after His precepts.

This also became the work of the early church.

Acts 14:21 (NKJV)
21And when they had preached the gospel to that city and made <MADE> many disciples, they returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch,

They brought people to follow Jesus. That's why we're here. Our motive is not to get a reward for what we've done, our motive isn't to be the number one soul winner in our church, our motive isn't to be able to rack up certain names that we've led to Christ and announce them to other people. Our motive is to glorify God, but our mission is to win the lost to Jesus Christ. This purpose and this mission is absolutely clear, and I want you to listen carefully to this, that it isn't even repeated in the book of Acts. There is no command after Matthew, and of course the great commission is repeated in all the four gospels, but after this, there is no repetition of this command.

Now what is necessary for effective evangelism? If we're going to make disciples of all nations, if we're going to reach the world, what is necessary? First, what I've given you in this introduction must be understood. But now I want you to look at five elements necessary for effective evangelism. We're only going to examine two of them, and the rest next time for the conclusion. These are in the text of Matthew 28:16 to 20 and they are those things which are essential to effective fulfillment of the purpose for which the church exists: availability, worship, submission, obedience, and power.

First of all, let's look at availability. This is implied in verse 16 in a very, very wonderful way. By the way, someone once said, "The greatest ability is availability." I like that. It doesn't matter how talented you are if you're not available. The greatest ability is availability. And we see that here. There's going to be a great commissioning on this day and they’re going to be people sent out into the entire world with the promise of the presence and the power of the living Christ. But if you weren't there, you weren't going to be a part of that. The ones who were available were the ones who received the privilege.

Verse 16, "Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee into a mountain where Jesus had appointed them." We'll stop at that point. Here's the availability. The word "then" should better be translated "so". It's a simple connective reflecting the response of the believers to Jesus' instruction.

Matthew 26:32 (NKJV)
32But after I have been raised <from the dead>, I will go before you to Galilee.”
After He was raised from the dead, notice he was speaking to the women:

Matthew 28:7 (NKJV)
7And go quickly and tell His disciples that He is risen from the dead, and indeed He is going before you into Galilee; there you will see Him. Behold, I have told you.”

When Jesus appeared to those same women later on in verse 10, Jesus said to them,

Matthew 28:10 (NKJV)
10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell My brethren to go to Galilee, and there they will see Me.”
In other words, before and after the resurrection, Jesus said He would meet with His disciples in Galilee. He was calling together a great conclave there for the purpose of commissioning them to reach the world. They were told then before His death and after His resurrection that they were to be there. And no doubt the word spread beyond the disciples to all the others who believed in Jesus Christ and they were all gathered, as we shall see, on that mountain on that appointed day.

Matthew 28:16 (NKJV)
16Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had appointed for them.

Now we have no specific knowledge as to how Jesus communicated to them the time and the place...what day and what mountain. We don't know, it just says here that they went away into Galilee into THE mountain, the Greek text says, the specific mountain which Jesus had Himself appointed. The verb form indicating there that it was by His own discretion and His own will that He appointed a certain mountain to meet them. We don't know how that message was conveyed to them, but it was.

Now when did this happen? Scholars estimate that it's somewhere between 20 days maybe and 40 days that this meeting on the mountain occurs. It wouldn't be at the end of the 40 because the last appearance was at the Mount of Olives where He ascended. And the Mount of Olives is outside Jerusalem, they would have had to have another few days to get back there. So maybe somewhere between 20 and 35 days after His resurrection, but still with time to return to Galilee and see Him ascend, Jesus then calls together this group of people for this very special commissioning.

Now you say, "What group of people is this specifically?" 

1 Corinthians 15:6-7 (NKJV)
6After that He was seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, but some have fallen asleep. 7After that He was seen by James, then by all the apostles.

I believe it is the group of people indicated in 1 Corinthians 15:6-7. Here is the gathering in Galilee with the 500 plus, that has been the consistent view of biblical teachers throughout the years. And I see that as being very accurate.

Now it only tells us in verse 16 that the eleven disciples were there because, of course, they were central to the issue. But this sighting of Jesus here was not limited to them because the angel said to the women,

Matthew 28:7 (NKJV)
7And go quickly and tell His disciples that He is risen from the dead, and indeed He is going before you into Galilee; there you will see Him. Behold, I have told you.”

So it was for the eleven, it was for the women and presumably it was for all the other believers and disciples in Galilee who were to be commissioned for this responsibility of reaching the world, the 500 at one time who saw Him as recorded in 1 Corinthians 15:6-7. 

There's no reason for Jesus to go all the way to Galilee to have a meeting with just the eleven disciples, He had met them twice in Jerusalem. If He wanted another meeting with them, He could have done it. The command here given to go and make disciples of all nations doesn't know any hierarchy, that's a command given to everybody, whether you're an apostle or not, it fits all those who love and follow Jesus Christ. And certainly our Lord would have wanted to give this commission to the largest group possible and the largest group possible would be the 500 gathered in Galilee because there were so many more believers in Galilee than in Jerusalem. 

You say, "How do you know that?"

Acts 1:15 (NKJV)
15And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples (altogether the number of names was about a hundred and twenty), and said,

The number of disciples in Jerusalem was much smaller, the hostility was much greater and the dominance of Christ's ministry had occurred in Galilee where the hearts were more open.

He came in Matthew 4 as a light to the Gentiles, to the Galilean area known as Galilee of the Gentiles. He came to that region first of all to present His message. And so the bulk of believers were there.

Also, Galilee would be a fitting place, not only because of the number of believers but because of the seclusion of it, away from the hostility of Jerusalem and because there could be so easily found a place where they could have privacy on the many hillsides around the sea. So it provided the largest group of disciples, the greatest seclusion, the greatest safety and the right setting because it was a place where many nations lived surrounding it, the right setting to tell people to go to reach all those nations with the gospel.

And so, the eleven are there and I believe the women were there and I believe all the rest of the disciples of Jesus who believed in Him in the Galilee region were there also. And they were in the mountain where Jesus had appointed them. We don't know what mountain it was. It may have been the Mount of Transfiguration, it may have been that the mount of glory became the mount of resurrection and the mount of commissioning. It may have been the mount where He taught the Sermon on the Mount. It may have been the mountain where He fed the crowd, or the mountain that He went to so often to pray. Could have been any mountain. We really don't know. But it becomes a sacred mountain because of what happens here as over 500 of them with all their weaknesses and confusion and doubts and misgivings and fears and questions and bewilderments are gathered together. They're not the greatest people in the world, they're not the most capable or the most brilliant, they're not the most experienced, but they are there and that is to be commended. They are available. And that's what I love about this verse.

Everything at this point focuses on the fact that they were there. Jesus said be there, and they were there.

Isaiah 6:1-8 (NKJV)
1In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and the train of His robe filled the temple. 2Above it stood seraphim; each one had six wings: with two he covered his face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3And one cried to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; The whole earth is full of His glory!” 4And the posts of the door were shaken by the voice of him who cried out, and the house was filled with smoke. 5So I said: “Woe is me, for I am undone! Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, The LORD of hosts.” 6Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a live coal which he had taken with the tongs from the altar. 7And he touched my mouth with it, and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; Your iniquity is taken away, And your sin purged.” 8Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: “Whom shall I send, And who will go for Us?” Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.”

"Here am I, Lord, send me. I may not be the best, I'm a man with a dirty mouth, but I don't see anybody else volunteering, I think Your choices are limited. Here am I, send me." They were not the great and the noble of the world but they were the available and that's all God ever wants. And, beloved, may I say to you this? That you will never begin in your own life to fulfill the reason you're not in heaven if you're not available. And by that I mean your time and your talent and your gifts and your finances and your resources are set in availability before the Lord to be used as He would desire for the purpose which He has called you to fulfill. Because they were there, they were commissioned. Because they were there, they met Christ. Because they were there, they received a promise of presence and power.

You see, just being there was critical. You know, little people with puny plans never show up at great events, they're too busy with trivia. Church for them is a whimsical thing. The place of the Word, the place of prayer, the assembly of the people of God is negotiable to them. It doesn't matter that the Bible says, "Forsake it not," that doesn't matter to them. And the problem with them is not that they don't go to reach the world, the problem is they don't even come to get their orders. I guess every time I come into a pulpit, I have a message that's not only from the Bible to the people, but comes from my heart. I know in the back of my mind that there are many people who aren't going to hear that message because they're not here. They're just not here. And as I believe in my heart that every passage in the Word of God is vitally important, I look at Christian people even in our church who have big gaps in their understanding of the Word of God because they're not here.

Are you even in the place where you're getting the orders? Are you available? Are you willing to say no to whatever you possess and whatever time you think is yours if the Lord says it's His? I've really been searching my own heart on this. And I trust you will, as well. 

There's a second principle that I just want to mention, it doesn't need to be explained at great length, and that is the attitude of worship that we see in verse 17. The first prerequisite or element in fulfilling this commission to make disciples is to be available, the second is to worship. And this is a question of focus.

Matthew 28:17 (NKJV)
17When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some doubted.

I love that. I think that's so honest. 

And when they saw Him, He appeared all of a sudden in the supernatural way in which He could transfer Himself from one place to another. He appeared and in an instant everyone saw Him in that supernatural appearance and it created an instantly overwhelming effect and they worshiped Him. They prostrated themselves in adoring worship. The risen Christ commanded their worship. They weren't worshiping Him as some human dignitary, they weren't worshiping Him as some earthly king, they were worshiping Him as God, for it had been affirmed that He was indeed God, the Son of God. Even in His death, did not the centurion say,

Matthew 27:54 (NKJV)
54So when the centurion and those with him, who were guarding Jesus, saw the earthquake and the things that had happened, they feared greatly, saying, “Truly this was the Son of God!”

Did not Thomas say, 

John 20:28 (NKJV)
28And Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!”

This is more than homage to an earthly king. This is honor for God Himself in human flesh. They fall in adoring worship.

They had worshiped once earlier, it's referred to one other time that the disciples actually worshiped Him.

Matthew 14:33 (NKJV)
33Then those who were in the boat came and worshiped Him, saying, “Truly You are the Son of God.”

This was when He had walked on the water and they knew He had to be the supernatural God Himself who controls the elements. But now their awe is even greater because He is risen from the dead. Not only is He a miracle worker but He is the one who has conquered death and they have seen Him and touched Him.

Matthew 28:9 (NKJV)
9And as they went to tell His disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, “Rejoice!” So they came and held Him by the feet and worshiped Him.

He went out of the grave right through the stone, He came in the room right through the wall. And yet He was able to be touched and they knew they were dealing with a divine glorious supernatural person. And so when He appeared, they worshiped Him.

And then I love this note, "But some doubted." You say, "Matthew, you shouldn't put that in there, we're trying to make a case for the validity of the resurrection, why would you do that?" And that again is a reminder to us of the transparent honesty of the biblical writer who is not trying to contrive a believable story by reporting it in a selective way. He's not collecting evidence that's only going to make his case. The integrity of this is a great proof of the truthfulness of it. If men were trying to falsify and contrive a message about a resurrection, they wouldn't throw in the very climactic point "but some doubted," unless it was true. And it was true, so it's included. And that's the integrity of Scripture.

And we ask ourselves, first of all, what kind of doubt was this? Well, some suggest that the doubters were the eleven because it says "some doubted" and the some must go back to verse 16, the eleven disciples who were there. Well, it possibly could be that some doubted. It doesn't say that some doubted that Jesus was alive or that they doubted that He was raised from the dead. The indication is when they saw Him, they worshiped Him, but some doubted that it was Him. It wasn't so much necessarily a question of the resurrection issue but the doubt was that this was really Him. That could have happened among the disciples. Some of them may not have been able to clearly see His face, some of Him because He was appearing now in resurrection glory and maybe revealing Himself in a way different than they had seen Him in the upper room were really unable to be certain and some of them were a little bit more hesitant to affirm this until they had surer evidence.

But on the other hand, if the women were there and including a group of say 489 plus the eleven, it could have been any of them. And keep this in mind; apart from the women and the disciples, the Scripture does not indicate that any of these other people had ever seen Him after His resurrection. So this is probably the first time for them. So we're not surprised that now they're going to have an experience they've never had. There's a group that's so large, 500 people, that not everybody's going to be in the front of the group. Christ appears to them, they're not sure that it's Him. Maybe some of the disciples are not quite sure yet.

You say, "Well, how could they not be sure if He was there in their presence?" The answer comes in a very wonderful way at the beginning of verse 18, and it says, "And Jesus," aorist active participle, "came nearer, or approaching," which indicates to us the probable cause for their doubt, that Jesus in His appearance appeared at a distance. And it wasn't until He came near them and began to speak that those who doubted would have their doubt erased. So the doubts possible could have come from those who were disciples but as yet could not be sure that this was Jesus because He was afar off. Or it could have come from those who had never ever seen Him in resurrection glory and it wasn't for them either until He was near that they could identify Him as the one they knew to be Jesus Christ.

But it's so lovely and so beautiful that the writer includes this because it's so natural and it's so true and it's so uncontrived and it's such a convincing indicator of the validity of the scene itself. So at first they doubted, but as He came near, all doubt was dispelled. Doubting the Son of God and worshiping the Son of God is mentioned in the same breath on one other incident that I mentioned earlier in Matthew 14 when Jesus walked on the water. It says when He finally came to the boat after walking on the water and bringing Peter along with Him, it says they worshiped Him. But He said to them, "O ye of little faith, why do you doubt?" It's the same thing. Seen at a distance, they doubted. When He came near, they believed and they worshiped. And those people who at this particular point initially doubted, no doubt had their doubt erased as Jesus drew near. Their doubt was turned to confident faith and erased. And they no doubt felt ashamed, as every doubter does, when the vapor of doubt has been driven away by the shining Son of the living God.

But I want you to see this. They worshiped. Eventually I believe all of them did. They worshiped. Now, friends, that is essential. We're talking about reaching a lost world. We're not talking about just everybody running out the door and going on down the street and doing everything you can. What we're saying is that there are some things that are foundational. There is an attitude that says "I am available, Lord, whatever You want me to do, I will do that." God is after an available heart where you're there at the appointed place at the appointed time to hear the orders from the one who is going to give them. 

And the second thing is a worshiping heart, and what that means is focus. And again we're back to this whole idea of where's your focus? Worship simply means to be intent on grasping Christ. The women fell down and held His feet. These people fell down prostrate before Him, and believe me, when they saw the risen Jesus Christ on that mountain that day, nothing else in their world made any difference to them. It ceased to matter to them where they lived and what they drove and how they looked and so forth and so on. What mattered to them was they had seen the living Christ and this group of people, along with the 120 more of them down in Jerusalem, literally turned the world upside down and out of that small group of witnesses of Christ's resurrection and Christ's Spirit coming, there is a worldwide faith in Jesus Christ to this day of which you and I are inheritors. And it didn't happen because of half-committed people, it happened because people worshiped Christ in the sense that they had undivided allegiance and devotion to Him in which everything else paled into insignificance. 

When we worship the Lord Jesus Christ, we put ourselves in the place where we are available and we are able. The whole heart set on Christ, the whole affection set on Christ, the whole mind set on Christ. All the goals are set on Christ. He is all in all, He fills our thought and our intention. And we spend our days and our nights thinking not how can we make it better for ourselves, but how can we exalt His blessed name, not how can we be more comfortable as Christians but how can we win the lost no matter how discomforting it is to us.

So, where's your focus? Are you available? Are you a worshiper? And by that I don't mean show up on Sunday and raise your hands with the music. What I mean is that you focus your whole intent and purpose in life on Christ. I mean, it's basic.

It means being controlled by the Holy Spirit who is the only one who can cause you to call Jesus Lord.
1 Corinthians 12:3 (NKJV)
3Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit.

The Spirit controls my life. He controls all my assets, all my possessions, all my time, all my energy, all my talent, and all my gifts. It not only means I'm controlled by the Spirit but it means I'm centered on the Word because the Word is where Christ is seen. You gaze at His glory in the Word of God. 

Psalm 1:2 (NKJV)
2But his delight is in the law of the LORD, And in His law he meditates day and night. 3He shall be like a tree Planted by the rivers of water, That brings forth its fruit in its season, Whose leaf also shall not wither; And whatever he does shall prosper.

The Christ-centered life, the worshiping life is a life that is yielded to the Spirit of God and is centered on the Word of God and consequently it is cleansed from sin.

Psalm 139:23 (NKJV)
23Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try me, and know my anxieties; 24And see if there is any wicked way in me, And lead me in the way everlasting.
And David cried out in Psalm 51, 

Psalm 51:2 (NKJV)
2Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, And cleanse me from my sin.

Psalm 51:7 (NKJV)
7Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.

Psalm 51:15 (NKJV)
15O Lord, open my lips, And my mouth shall show forth Your praise.

In other words, I'm not going to even begin to try to tell others about you until my own life is right. And so a worshiping life means a life controlled by the Holy Spirit, a life centered on the Word of God, a life cleansed from sin.

And it's that kind of true worshiper that gets his focus right, that starts to junk the cheese and the wine and the cameras and the chocolate as I mentioned last week and says I'm not going to let the top go, and I'm not going to pitch my tent in the plain, I'm going to strip myself of whatever I need to strip myself of to get to the top and maximize all that I can be for the sake of the Kingdom of Christ.

I say this to you, believe me, with a very passionate heart, I'm thankful to God for the places we're reaching around the world with Christian and Missionary Alliance missionaries. But I'm deeply burdened by the people we're not reaching. And as I said at the very beginning, the whole point of this ending in Matthew is to sum up everything that's gone before and say as Christ came into the world to give His life to win people to Himself, so you are in the world to give your life to win people to Him as well. And you've got to count the cost and be willing for the grace of God and the glory of God to pay that cost and for the joy that is set before you to give all you have for that purpose.

Pray
How many souls pass into the night of eternity while we pile up our trivia and preoccupy ourselves with pleasures? Father, help us to come to grip with these things for Your glory that we may know the fullness of what it is to live a life pleasing unto You, that we might be true followers of Jesus Christ who as He gave His life to glorify the Father through the winning of the lost, might also give our lives to glorify the Father through the winning of the lost. And, as I said last week, if we say we abide in Christ, then we ought to walk the way He walked and that's how He walked.

Thank You, Father, for these great, great days that lay at our feet, the incredible opportunities to reach this world, make us by our right attitudes of availability and worship equal to the task for Your praise in Christ's name. Amen.
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