Making Disciples of All Nations - Part 3

Matthew 28:18b-20

REVIEW:

Our motive is to glorify God

Our mission is win men and women to the Savior.

Genesis 3:9 (NKJV)
9Then the LORD God called to Adam and said to him, “Where are you?”

Revelation 22:17 (NKJV)
17And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely.

This has been God’s plan since the beginning.

Fellowship, teaching, praise are not the mission of the church. They're part of the preparation and the training for the mission. I mean, a great athlete does a lot of things in training, but the training is not to be confused with the competing and the winning. It is not to be confused with running the race. All the exercise and preparation we go through in your education is not to be confused with succeeding in our profession. And when the church meets for fellowship, teaching and praise, all that is only preparation for the running of the race and winning of lost people to Christ. That's why we're here, that is it.

God loved a lost world and sought to win it to Himself for His own glory. Christ came into the world, loved a lost world and sought to win it to Himself for the Father's glory. We are sent into the world to love the lost world, to seek to win the lost world for the glory of God the Father. Our mission is the same mission Christ had, it's the same mission God the Father had...no different...identical. 

God needed a witness nation, a missionary nation that He called out Israel to reach the rest of the world. It wasn't until Israel failed to do that that God had to call on a small remnant of people to do what the nation would not do. And it is that that brings us to Matthew 28 and the words of Jesus "make disciples of all nations" were given to 500 disciples on a hillside in Galilee who were the believing remnant out of Israel. It was to them and all those who would be of like precious faith with them, including ourselves that this command comes. 

So, the heart of God has always been a heart to reach the world.

John 3:16 (NKJV)
16For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
So, we're not surprised then to hear a command like this, “make disciples of all nations,” for this is what God has intended from the very start. And now God has a remnant of people gathered on that hillside in Galilee and all those who will come to this ministry, including us, to whom this command is given to reach the world.

We're reminded that the statement “make disciples” is the heart of our calling. And we're in the world right now to “make disciples.” And so we are to be about making disciples of all nations, all peoples, all ethnic groups, all tribes, all races. 

The idea of making a disciple is a beautiful, beautiful term. In reading commentaries, I find that the Greek word used here, carries the idea of both a believer and a learner. I suppose we could say it is a believing learner. Make believing learners of all nations. Make learning believers. It is not simply one who believes or you would have had another word. It is not simply one who learns or you would have had another word. It is a believing learner, one who places faith in Christ and who follows in a life of learning.

John 8:31 (NKJV)
31Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide <continue to learn> in My word, you are My disciples indeed <a genuine disciple as opposed to a false one>.
So, the mission of the church in the world can singly be defined as making believing learners out of all nations. We are here to seek those that are lost.

So, we're in line with that calling and commission that has always been on the heart of God. Even when Jesus initially called the disciples, He said, 

Matthew 4:19 (NKJV)
19Then He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”
Nothing has changed. From the call of Matthew 4 to the commission of Matthew 28, there has been a training process so that those who were called to be fishers of men when they are commissioned to be fishers of men will know what that involves and will be faithful to fulfill it. 

The tragedy of the church of Jesus Christ is that so many people have lost sight of that commission and they have settled for a comfortable kind of Christianity that is little more than an inexpensive social club membership. That is not God's intention.

I was gratified two weeks ago after I poured out my heart in the morning message. Our attendance up to that point had been averaging 15 on an average Sunday morning. Two weeks ago, we had 28 people in our morning service. Last week, we had 30 people in our Sunday morning service. This past week, Carrie and I had a young couple just knock on our door asking about our church. I had no idea that God would bless as he did and He is also blessing in our finances. When I became Pastor on July 1st of this year, we only had $1,268.21 available in our General Fund to pay bills. After just 6 months, ending December 31st, we now have $4,727.08 in our General Fund, before our attendance almost doubled. Our membership is growing, our finances are growing and we have a healthy church that loves the Lord.

Now we ask, why is this happening? From those of you have been here from the beginning, you will recall my first Wednesday night prayer service and Bible Study on July 5th was about what? It was about EVANGELISM. My heart is in equipping the believers to reach the lost and then going ahead to reach the lost. This is God’s plan to this church and every church of the living God. We haven’t reached any lost people to my knowledge yet but God is honoring our plan of reaching and I know at some point, thousands and thousands and thousands of souls can be saved because of what we are doing here. We only have to do one thing and that is to remain faithful to His plan and I am confident He will be faithful to any plan we establish to attain His goal.

Luke 19:10 (NKJV)
10for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.”
Now how do we do it? How do we make disciples of all nations? How do we make disciples in all of Sebastian? How? Well, last week I suggested to you that first of all we have to be available. Availability is the first thing. In verse 16 we read that the eleven disciples went away into Galilee and to a mountain that Jesus had appointed them. And that is to say they were available. They were where they were supposed to be when they were supposed to be there. And that's where it starts. It starts with being available. It doesn't start with knowing where you're going. It doesn't start with having a clear calling to a certain country. It doesn't start with all of the fine print finished and edited and complete. It starts with just being there saying, "God, I don't know what it is or where it is but I'm available. I'm here. You said to be here, here I am. I'm listening to Your voice. I'm reading Your Word, I'm gathering with Your people, speak to me, Lord, I'm available."

The second thing we saw was worship. In verse 17, when they did see Him and He finally appeared there at first at a distance, and then drawing near, they worshiped Him. They fell on their face prostrate, as it were, before Him. Some of them doubting until He came near because they had not yet seen Him after His resurrection. But when He came near, surely their doubt was erased. And they, too, worshiped. And we suggested last time that it is necessary for one who would fulfill the great commission to have a worshiping heart. That is to say his heart or her heart is wholly set on Jesus Christ. All else is lost. All else fades away. When they on that hillside saw the risen Jesus Christ, all their shattered dreams were regathered, all their disappointment was instantly ended. Their sorrow was turned into unbelievable joy. It was a reversal of every emotion they were feeling and perhaps there was worship that occurred on that day that is equaled by few other worshiping occasions in all of human history. They saw the risen Christ and everything in them was born anew. They had a focus that was singly on Christ. 

1 Corinthians 2:2 (NKJV)
2For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.

Philippians 1:21 (NKJV)
21For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.

Philippians 3:10 (NKJV)
10that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death,

It was that single mindedness that made the difference. They had set the Lord before them and all else disappeared. That's what it takes. It is not only an available heart, it is a worshiping heart.

And then thirdly, and this is where we come to our lesson today, the third element of fulfilling the great commission we see in the passage is submission. In verse 18, our Lord when He does come near speaks and says, "All authority is given unto me in heaven and in earth." And He makes a statement, frankly, that staggers my thoughts. And it reaches far beyond my ability to conceive or articulate. 

Now the word "authority," means "privilege or right or power or authority." Essentially you could define it as the freedom to do whatever you wish. It is freedom without limitation. Jesus Christ with all authority is free to do what He wants when He wants where He wants with what He wants to whomever He wants. It is absolute freedom of choice and action. That's the essence of sovereign authority.

Now we know something of that authority and its range by studying the gospels. We know, for example, He displayed authority over disease and authority over sickness. We know also He displayed authority over demons. We see Him on several occasions displaying authority over death, most particularly in John 11 when He raised Lazarus from the dead. In Matthew 7:29 at the close of the Sermon on the Mount, they said He spoke as one having authority which meant He demonstrated an authority that superceded all other religious teachers and leaders in Israel.

He had authority to commission and delegate that same authority to the seventy when He sent them out. He had authority, according to forgive sin. In John 5 it says He had authority to judge, He had authority to raise the dead. He had authority to bring all men before the tribunal of God for their eternal judgment.

John 10:18 (NKJV)
18No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power <or the authority> to lay it down, and I have power <or the authority> to take it again. This command I have received from My Father.”
He has authority over Satan. He has all authority in the universe. And He is free to exercise that authority anyway He chooses. All that authority is His.

And there's coming a day when He comes with the fullness of that authority and He collects the kingdoms of the world and gathers them to Himself, purges out all that is evil and vile and godless and Christ rejecting and sends all those to hell who are going to hell, all those into glorious eternal heaven who belong there. And the kingdoms of the world come to an end as everything is resolved in Christ. He has all authority to do all these things. What that says is that He is in charge. He is sovereign. And to Him we must submit.

We have to understand that His command is binding before we are going to undertake to obey it. We have to understand that His command is binding because the command itself is staggering. It is far-reaching. It is almost paralyzing...make disciples of all nations. And if it seems difficult to us, imagine what it seemed like to them. Five hundred rather impotent nondescript disciples on a hillside in Galilee, given an almost inconceivable command which they would tend to disobey out of the sheer ridiculous nature of it were it not for the fact that Jesus established that He had such authority that they had no choice but to obey.

His word and His commands are absolute. And that's why in verse 19 it says, "Therefore...therefore..." What do you mean "therefore"? Since I'm in charge, you are to do this...make disciples of all nations. Why? Because I am in charge and I say to do that. There's got to be a submissive spirit. This isn't negotiable.

And so it is then that we come to fulfill the great commission with these attitudes:

1. Availability

2. Worship

3. Submission

And that takes us to the fourth principle and that is the principle of obedience, or the element of obedience that is necessary to do the great commission.

Well, we are to be obedient. You say, "Well, obedient to what, how are we to be obedient?" He tells you how to do it right here in verses 19 and 20 with: going, baptizing, teaching. That's how you do it, by going, baptizing, teaching, that's how you make a disciple. It isn't just that they should believe, it is that they should believe and be taught. It isn't just that they are taught, it also encompasses their act of faith that is symbolized in baptism. And neither of those can take place until you go to those people.

The commission of the church is not to wait until the world shows up. The commission of the church is to go to the world, to go to them. In checking some commentaries, this word “Go” can mean, “as you are going into the world.” It doesn’t mean, “as you are going to your job, get a paycheck.” It means, “as you are going to your job, make disciples.” It doesn’t mean, “as you are going to the grocery store, get some food.” It means, “as you are going to the grocery store, make disciples.”

The first essential element of making disciples then is to go. That means wherever they are that do not know Christ, demonstrate Christ, talk about Christ, and invite people to Christ. It may be your school or your office or your neighborhood or whatever, maybe around the world someplace, but "as you are going," tell everyone about Christ.

The second element is "baptizing." "Baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit." Baptizo, a familiar term means to immerse in water, to dip in water. And our Lord is saying, when you go you are to be baptizing. Now what importance does this have? Why does He stress this? Because baptism was the outward sign of an inward act of faith in Christ. Baptism was synonymous with salvation, though baptism in no way can save you. It was the outward visible symbol of what had been done in the heart. And it was an overt act of obedience by which a person could demonstrate the reality of the miracle of salvation.

You know, there's no way that you can see someone being saved. I have never seen a salvation, have you? I wouldn't be able to see it because it is a supernatural spiritual transaction. I have never seen a salvation. All I have ever seen is the fruit of one, right? All I have ever seen is the result of one. And if I don't see the result, then I have to question whether there was a salvation. And in the early church, it was essential that the fruit of obedience be demonstrated to display salvation. And that initial fruit of obedience was baptism by which an individual testified to their union in the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ so beautifully symbolized in immersion. 

For the first time since Jesus died and rose again by now, people can be baptized as a demonstration of their identity with Christ in His death and resurrection. That is why immersion is the only viable mode of baptism. For it portrays the death and resurrection of Christ in the very ceremony itself. Baptism, then, was commanded as we see here, and that's why it was done. Jesus said, "Baptize them." Now when you get into the book of Acts, and people are converted, and you see them being baptized, you know why. Because they were obedient to a command. Those who put their faith in Christ were to be baptized, but the command here is for those who preach the gospel to baptize which means that in giving the gospel, beloved, we are to tell people that it is not just something you believe and that's it, it is something you believe and publicly confess in this act of baptism. And when you find someone who is reluctant to do that, you may have reason to question the genuineness of their faith.

Matthew 10:32-33 (NKJV)
32“Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. 33But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.
This is public confession.

No one is saved by baptism itself. Water can't save you. Any religious rite or act is powerless to save you. But this is an act of obedience. This is a symbol. And that is why the Scripture so repeatedly emphasizes baptism.

Acts 2:38 (NKJV)
38Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

And just like it's here, "Go and make disciples of all nations while you go, baptizing them," because it is an basic element in the confession and demonstration of a genuine heart of faith. You understand that? 

Ephesians 2:8-9 (NKJV)
8For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9not of works, lest anyone should boast.

Baptism becomes that identifiable act that says that something has happened, that you're identifying with Christ.

So, we are to go baptizing. What does that mean? Leading people to Christ, whose salvation is genuine enough for them to desire to make a public confession of their union with Christ in His death and resurrection. And we need to preach that. And we need to teach that. And we need to tell people that so that we are saying to them, "Look, we're not asking you just to believe in Jesus and get eternal life no matter where you...no matter how you want to live or what you want to do. We're not offering cheap grace and easy believism."

We're saying, "We call you to Christ and calling you to Christ means we call you to obedience which is demonstrated in that act of baptism, by which you declare to a watching world your faith in the Savior and submission to His Lordship."

There are people who want to allow people in on the easy basis, who want to allow people to be saved by just raising their hand, signing a card or just wanting it, who want to allow people to be saved who want to make no commitment to obedience to Christ. A true disciple of Jesus Christ is made at the moment of salvation in Matthew chapter 28:19. You cannot separate discipleship from conversion. When you are saved, you then become a learner of Christ and there is a submissive spirit in one who is truly saved which manifests itself in a willingness to make a public confession and a willingness to submit to the teaching of what Christ commanded.

And then, would you notice verse 20, "Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you." It's not only a converting ministry that we're called to but it's a teaching ministry.

A person who comes to Christ is willing to learn. So the burden is ours to teach them whatever Christ commanded. The assumption is that if they're truly converted, they'll want to know. The truly converted person has a hunger for the truth of God, a hunger for the Word of God, a desire to be obedient. Even when we're disobedient, we know that it's against the grain of our deepest desire that is to obey.

That's the whole point of the rich young ruler when He said to him, you know, take all you have, sell it and give the money to the poor and follow me, and the guy went away and said forget it, You're not in charge of my life. He couldn't be converted. Coming to Christ is saying you are in charge of my life. I submit. I want to be obedient.

So, ours is a ministry then of making disciples which means making learning believers, people who believe and desire to obey. So our obedience then is built on attitudes of availability, worship and submission. And out of those attitudes will come obedience to this calling of God.

All of those four things are critical but they wouldn't mean a thing without the last one. I mean, it wouldn't matter that I was available, and it wouldn't matter that I had a worshiping heart, and it wouldn't be any use at all that I was submissive and wanted to be obedient if it wasn't for number five...and that's power. Because I couldn't do it in my own strength. Nothing would happen. It would all be ashes. And so, the conclusion then, wonderfully given is, "And lo," and that's an attention getter, an exclamation. "I, no less than I, the living risen Son of God, am with you, always." Isn't that great? I mean, I wouldn't want to do this on my own, would you? But He's with us. I don't know about you, but I lean on that an awful lot. We need to pray, "Lord, You care more about this than I do, so do what You will. Lord, You love these people more than I do, so reach them. Lord, You're more concerned about the integrity of Your Word than I am, so please, God, energize my heart to be true to Your Word."

I mean, I lean on the fact that it's the power and the purpose of God that is behind everything. It is just like the power of God that has moved this church a great distance in just a short six months. And the promise of power comes in the promise of presence. 

The Lord is with us. He is in us. And He is empowering us. Oh what power. We have the resurrected Christ with power over death with us. Isn't that great? This is the one who has power over demons, power over disease, power over sin, power over death. He's with us. 

You say, "Yeah, but how often?" You tell me. How often? The Greek says, "All the days...all the days." Literal days, all the days, He'll be with you all the days until He comes in His Kingdom or He takes you home to be with Him. You are in My presence. Isn't that great? So the task of reaching Sebastian is a task that is made possible by the power of Christ who is present in us, in us. Also, the task of reaching the world through Faith Promise is a task that is made possible by the power of Christ who is present in us, in us.

And no wonder Paul says,

Ephesians 3:20 (NKJV)

20Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us,

I can get into this great commission now.

I understand that what God wants out of me is availability. What He wants from me is a worshiping heart that's totally centered on Him and not the junk of the world. What He wants is a submissive spirit that says, "Whatever You ask, Lord, I'll do it." And then when I hear it, He wants obedience. And what He gives me in return is not only all the commands and all the orders and all the right instruction, but the power of His own presence to pull it off and make it happen. So let it be.

Pray
You can only reach the top of the Swiss Alps by taking just the necessary equipment for climbing and leaving behind all unnecessary accessories. It's a difficult climb.

A young Englishman disagreed and proceeded along the following pattern. In the morning he showed up and he had a rather heavy brightly colored blanket, some large pieces of cheese, a bottle of wine, a couple of cameras and several lenses hanging around his neck. And also some bars of chocolate. The guide said, "You'll never make it with that. You can only take the bare necessities to make the climb." But strong willed as he was, he set off on his own in front of the group to prove to them he could do it. 

The group then followed under the direction of the guide with just the bare necessities. And on the way up toward the summit, they began to notice certain things left behind. First a brightly colored blanket, then some pieces of cheese, a bottle of wine, camera equipment and some chocolate bars. Finally when they reached the top, they discovered that he was there, having jettisoned everything in the process. 

So many people when they find that they can't make it to the top with all their accessories, let the top go and pitch their tent in the plain and the plain is very full of tents. It is very full of tents. And the question comes to you and to me is: do we understand why we exist? Can we say to the Savior, “I know the Father sent You into the world to glorify Him by winning the lost. I know why You send me into the world to glorify Him by winning the lost. But You don't understand, I can make it with all my accessories.” No, it's not so. Too many people let the top go and pitch their tent in the plain.

1 John 2:6 (NKJV)
6He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked.

We will have our Missions Conference this week. Begin praying NOW as to what God would have you do with your home Missions and the worldwide Great Commission.

Father, I pray for every person here that in faithfulness we will stand with those people on that hillside in Galilee and hear the great commission and go as willingly as they went. And we are the fruit of their going. O God, may there be a group of people here in this room who will bear fruit in their going. Help us to deal with our lives, our time, our money, our opportunities, everything for the sake of the Savior and eternity and to know we're here for one reason, to miss that is to miss everything. We need to win men and women to the Savior. Work in every life and we pray in Christ's name. Amen.
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